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Hail,  mighty  name!  of  all  tfay  pen 

Has  dropt,  to  charm  both  gods  and  men. 
Time  nor  oblivion  ne'er  fhall  boaft 
One  line  or  fingle  period  loft! 


Muntun,  great  Sage,  thy  deathlefe  name, 
Thoo  canfi  no  wider  firetch  thy  £une. 


HDCC  UCXXVU. 

*^*  Entered  at  STATioKB«i'-8Ati.. 
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PREFACE. 


THE  following  coUeftion  of  Letters^ 
though  the  genuine  efFufions  of  one 
6f  the  moft  elegant  writers  in  the  Englifli 
language,  fcan  add  little  to  the  reputation 
df  a  literary  charafler  which  hai  been 
long  ago  fully  eftablilhed ;  being  in  ge- 
fieral  the  hafty  prcjdu<5ions  of  his  pen,  in- 
tended only  for  private  infpedion ;  and  fome 
6f  them  evidently  fcribbled  when  their 
amiable  author  was  probably  not  in  the  very 
beft  condition  for  peiimanfliip.  The  fub* 
jedls  of  many  of  theni  are  trivial  and  do- 
tneftic,  fuch  as  may  at  firft  be  fuppoied  not 
very  interefting  to  the  publick,  and  frpni 
moft  men  would  be  deemed  infignificant 
find  below  attention ;  but  as  th^  contain 
the  private  and  undifguifed  opinions  of  the 
man,  who  took  upon  himfelf  to  be  the 
Cenforof  the  age^  and.for  years  exercifed 
that  delicate  office  with  fuitable  dignity* 
bnd  general  approbationt  it  may  excite  no 
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little  curiofity  to  obferve  how  h^  con- 
duced himTeif  in  thofe  concerns  and 
occurrences  of  life,  through  which  he 
fo  ably  direfted  others.  Not  a  iingle 
fcrap  of  them  has  been  fupprcffed ;  nor  is 
there  aline  in  the  whok  publication,  which 
does  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Editor,  go 
to  confirm  all  that  has  lately  been  faid  for 
the  fuperiority  of  Steele's  underftanding, 
and  his  hearty  in:  the  Notes  to  the  new  edi- 
tion of  the  Tatlejr^  Thefe  Letters  ma* 
nifeft  throughout,  with  irrcfiftible  convic- 
tion*,  the  very  majiy  excellent  and.  aguable 
<}ualities,.  which  greatly  endeared  thfs  pub-^ 
lie  benefadtor  to  fociety;  and  in  proof  of 
their  authenticity,  we  fee  in  thena  with  re- 
grqt,  indubitable  marjcs  pf  *'  chat  inipru- 
^^'  d^ice  of  generpfity,  or  vanity  of  profu- 
*^  fion,.  which  kept  Steele  always  incu- 
f^.raWy  Oieoeffitous,"  and  fhaded.his  fine 
chacafter*  Confidfiring  the.conftaiit  vexa- 
tion and.  (crwusinconvenienctes  of  which 
k  was  the  eaufe  or  the  ocej^fioii,  tohimfelf 
and  hia  family,  nothing  caii^  be  ftid  to^Kt 
jcufe  Stmel^s  ihattentiott  ta  €£Qmomy.;dt 
ji^as- however  more  pardonable,  and  the  lefs 
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fdjjpwachabfe,  as  in  the  end  he  did  amplc^ 
Juftice  to'  his  Creditors,  Our  regret  on  eVery 
inftance  which  thefe  Letfers  afford  of  thisf 
iiidifcretton,  is  very  greatly  augrflfen ted,* by 
6\ir  adrliiratioh  and  love  of  that  ej^tenfive 
alid  indefatigable  philanthropy,  to  which' 
i^6  aVe  principally  Indebted  for  a  fong  fe- 
fies  of  well-Written  papers,  fraught  with 
Valuable  leflbhs  tif  mbiiality  and'  good-^ 
breeding,  which  haV^e  doubtlefs  contributed 
i^efy  much  to  the  intelleftuaTiniprbvefmcht^ 
atid  iii6rai  refinenient,of  both  fexes,in  thh 
edUritry.  Excepting  hdwcver  what?  refers 
in  t^efe  fLettefs  to  tHd  lamentable  failure 
6f  condWft  abbveiiientianedv  too  well  afcer- 
tbiindd'bgfofef;  rid  pubRcation  of  Steele 
redounds*  rniore  to  his  honour  asamiain,  thaii 
the'prefent.  It  (Hews  him  tb  have  been  a 
nVm'  and  cotifcientious  paitriot ;-  a  fkithftrli 
afPe<!lionate  hulband  ;  a  fond',  indulgent  pa^ 
fent;  arid,  even  at  this  period,  if  it  does  not: 
illufl[rat6,  it  very  much  enhances  th^  Valufc 
of  his  w'ritingsi  both  rhoralaind  political,  tb 
know  with  certainty,  that  the  falutafy  in* 
itrufltions  and  ffiblinte  precepts,  {a  ttiuch 
:  admired,  and  fo  well  i-eceived,  frpin  the  fic^ 
titious  IsXAtBibKETRSTAFF,  efqv  Were- no 
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vU  PREFACE. 

Other  tftan  the  genuine  fentlments,  and  ha« 
bitual  pradlice,  of  the  real  Sir  RiCHAiti> 
Steele. 

XhefedtcumentSj,which  fortunatelycome 
in  feafonable  aid  of  what  has  been  lately  ad- 
vanced for  the  firft  time,  and  with  great  ju£^ 
tice  it  feems,  in  favour  of  Steele's  ill- 
known  or  much-injured  charadler,  fell,  after 
his  death,  into  the  poffeffion  of  hi§  eldefit 
daughter  Elizabeth,  a  lady  who,  with  a 
charming  perfon,  inherited  the  many  en- 
dearing qualities  of  her  father,  both  of  the 
head  and  heart ;  and  whofe  hereditary  be- 
nignity of  difpofition,  which  fclf-intereft 
could  not,  and  prudence  did  not  fufficiently 
reftrain,  was  at  laft  equally  fatal  to  her  for- 
tune, as  it  had  been  to  that  of  her  father. 

Many  interefting  particulars  of  this  lady, 
the  leveral  matrimonial  conne&tiops  fhe 
declined,  and  her  union  with  Mr.  Trevor,^^ 
afterwards  Lord  Trevor,  appear  in  the 
courfe  of  thefe  Letters.  In  1764,  Sept.  27, 
L   .Ihe  loft  her  hufband  *  at  Bath,  at  which. 

*  Lord' Trevor  was  buried  with  great  magnificence  in  the 
femily  vault  at  Bromham,  where  a  monument  defigned  By 
the  late  Prince  Hoare  of  B^th,   with  a  fhort  infcription- 
written  by  Lady  Trevor,  is  erected  to  his  memory. 

placer 
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place  (he  from  that  time  chieflj^refided ; 
and,  fbme  years  after,  (he  loft  alfo  her  only 
child^  Diana,  who  was  remarkably  beauti« 
ful,  though  unfortunately  an  ideot«  But  the 
evening  of  her  life  was  rendered  much  more 
comfortable  than  it  might  otherwife  have 
been  after  the  diminution  of  her  fortune,  by 
the  love  and  attention  of  Mrs.  Thomas,  an 
only   daughter   of   Mrs.   Aynfton*,    for 
whom  ihe  had,  when  a  child,  imbibed  a 
iifterlj  affe£tion.      Her  Ladyfhip  had  beeti 
induced,  from  her  regard  and  love  for  the 
mother,  to  take  the  daughter  under  her  pro-' 
te<£lion  very  early  in  life ;   and  ffie  conti- 
nued her  attachment,  after  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Aynfton,  with  uncommon  marks  of 
favour  and  afie^ion/  until  her  own  death. 
This   patronage   of   Mrs.   Thomas    was 
not  confined  to  herfelf  only,  but  extend- 
ed alfb  to  her  fons,   with  much  greater 
partiality  than  even  (he  herfelf  had  experi- 
enced, being  from  their  birth, conftantly 

^  A  natural  daughter  of  Sir  Richard  Steele,  of  Tvhdm 
he  was  ttry  fond,  and  on  whom  he  beffowed  a  very  gen- 
•leel  and  liberal  education.  See  p«  :i6x.  Of  this  lady  Mr» 
Thomas  has  a  good  portrait. 

t^ated. 
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f reafec}^,  ^both  by  Lord  and  L^dy'trt^dtf 
more  like  their  own  childten  than  the  chit-? 
d'ren  of  a  dependant.  Lord  Trevor  hid 
often  fignified  his  intention  of  providing  for 
them  both ;  but  they  were  too  young  to ' 
derive  any  other  advantage  from  fuch^  aii 
Ronourable  patronage  during  his  life.  The' 
indulgences  which  thefe  children  daily  re- 
ceived, and  the  extreme  partiality  of  Lady 
Trevor  both  to  Mrs.  Thomas  and  hef  fons, 
rendered  his  Lordfhip  lefs  anxious  about 
making  any  permanent  provifion  for  them ; 
and  having  left  her  Ladyfhip  fole  executrix 
to  a  very  ample  fortune,  tlius  adding  to  her 
natural  difpofition  the  power  of  doing  goodf^ 
he  could  not  entertain  a  doubt  but  they 
would  be  taken  care  of.  The  goodneft  of 
her  Ladyfliip  fully  juftified  his  Lordfhip's 
opinion  ;  for*,  after  his  death,  her  fondnefs* 
for  Mrs.  Thomas  increafed,  and  the  educa- 
tion of  her  fons  became  a  veiy  material 
concern  witK  heir,  the^  management  df 
which  (he  undertook  to  direft ;  and,  as  they 
grvw  up,  the  ftill  continued  to  honoufT 
them*  with  all-thcattenlSon  aind^ihdulgcfitei 
'  of  a  parent. 
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Her  Ladyfhip  had  at  various  times,  par- . 

ticulafly  towards  the  latter  part  of  her  life^ 

concerted  many  plans  to  provide  for  them, 

and  particularly  for  Mr».  Thomas  ;  which, 

confidering  that,  after  forty  years  anxious 

and  unremitting  attention  to  her  Ladyibip 

and  her  family,  age  atid  infirmity  were 

drawing  on,   became  at  laft  a  matter  of 

confcience  v^ith  her  Lady^ip,    and  end-« 

ed   in  a    determination    to    leave  to   hef 

what  little  remained  in  her  power.    Lady. 

Trevor  often  confided  her  kind  iutentiona^ 

to  Mrs.  Thomas's  eldeft  ion,   to  whom 

the  following  Letters  were  given  fomc  few 

months  before  her  death,  and  likewife  nnojr 

particular  diredtions  concerning  the  difpofai 

of  her  other  eiFedts,  and  her  funeral*.  She^ 

in  the  mofl  pathetic  manner,  engaged  hiok 

to  fee  each  particular  properly  executed; 

and,,  to.  impower  hipi  to  do  fp,  a  will  waS 

to  have  been  put  into  his  han4s,  which  hef 

Lady  (hip  poftponed  from  time, to  time^  tilt 

a  paralytic' ft roke  fuddenly  deprived  her  of 

the.  power  of  fulfilling  her  &figjif— 

*^In  partkular  (be  reqiiefled  to  te'  bUfiedr  ncaf  fife 
'  daughter  Diana  at  fc^cott,  ^little  viUage  aboiU  fcven  miks 
from  Bath,  wheft  her  (feughteritfld^d  fofidc  fct^  yeara  be- 
for«'heci  cteath. 

Sh* 
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She  died  on  the  firfi  of  January,  lySi^ 
ahd  was  privately  interred  in  the  i^arilh 
church  of  Walcott,  near  Bath. 

What  though  no  fculptur'd  tomb  contains  thy  dufi, 
4  Nor  blazonM  lines  proclaim  thee  good  and  jufl ; 

What  though  no  done,  that  bears  a  fond  farewell^ 

Shews  to  th*  eriq\jiring  eye  thy  hallowM  cell ; 
*    Y6t  ixiemory  oft  the  facred  talk  fli^ll  claim, 

Dwell  oh  thy  virtues,  and  revere  thy  name. 

Thus  far  the  Reader  is  addrefled  in  the 
fentlments,  and  alrtioft  in  the  words,  of 
Mr.  Thomas..  It  is  riot  within  the  put- 
pofe  of  this  Preface  to  enter  farther  into 
the  private  hiftory  of  LidyTfevor's  circum- 
ftanceS.  Het  perfonal  property  devolvecf 
to  the  Rev.  David  ScUflock,  of  Blen-4^ 
corfe,  nearly  related  td  her  mot  her  j  who 
took  pofleflion,  among  other  articles,  of  a 
large  coUeftion  of  lettefs;  Which  tniift^ 
doubtlefs,  contain  fotrie  that  would  highly 
gratify  the  public  cutiofity.  Lady  Trevoi? 
had  alfo  many  capital  portraits ;  j^articU- 
iarly  thofe  df  her  father  and  mothef,  both 
by  Kneller ;  a  portrait  of  *Loi*d  Treiror, 
and  oiie  of  Mifs  Trevor ;  the  late  Duke 
and  Dutchefs  of  Marlborough,  the  prefent 
Duke  and  Dutchefs,  and  Lord  Charles 
Spencer;  the  Earl  and  Colin tefs  of  Pem^ 
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hrdke ;  Lady  Diana  Beauclerk,  with  ieve- 
ral  fine  drawings  in  crayons  by  that  lady ; 
and  her  own  pi<Sure,  with  that  of  Mrs. 
Thomas,  by  Pine,  on  the  fame  canvafs. 
All  thefe  were  fold  by  apftion  at  Bath  In 
May,  1782,  with  her  houfliold  furniture, 
piedals,  and  a  valuable  library  of  books 
coUeded  by  herfelf  and  her  father. 

All  the  Letters  which  are  contained  in 
the  firft  volume  (three  hundred  and  eighty- 
four  in  number)  are  now  for  the  firft  time 
prhited.  They  were  preferved  with  great 
care  by  Lady  Trevor;  and  were  by  her 
given,  as  has  been  faid  already,  to  Mr. 
Thomas.  From  him  they  were  purchafed 
by  the  Editor ;  who  has  fince  had  the  ho- 
nour or^prefenting  the  originals  to  the 
Curators  of  the  Britifh  Mufeum. 

In  fearching  for  the  notes  and  illuftra* 

(ions,   it  was  difcovered  that  there  were 

i  feveral  detached  Letters  of  Steele,  in  va- 

rious    publications,    which,    if    collected, 

would  materially  illuftrate   his  character.. 

Of  thefe  a  diftinft  feries  is  here  formed, 

which  it  was  at  firfl  intended  to  add  to  the 

prefent  volume  as  an  Appendix ;  but,  hav- 

I  >i^g  grown  too  bulky  for  that  purpofe,  it 

^  ,  .  ha$ 
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^  has  been  thought  more  advifable  to  publifli 
them  as  a  diftin6l:  volume.  Perhaps  it 
laay  not  be  difagreeable  to  the  reader  to 
trace  in  them  this  great  man's  aftonifliing 
powers  in  varying  thefe  progreflive  com- 
plimentary addr^fles  to  his  friends  and  pa- 
trons. At  any  rate,  they  contain  in  them- 
fclves  fufficient  intrinfic  merit  to  fuperfede 
oU  apology  for  their  re^publication. 
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L  E  T  T  E  R   L     To  Mru^  ScunxocK. 

Mad  A  My  [Saturday,  Aug.  9,]  1707  +♦ 

YOUR  wit  and  beauty  are  fuggeftions 
which  may  eafily  kad  you  into  the  inten- 
tion of  my  writing  to  you.  Yda  may  bd  fure 
that  I  c^not  be  cold  to  io  many  good  qualities 
as  all  ihit  fee  you  mull  obferve  in  you.  You 
are  a  womatt  of  a  very  good  ilnderftanding,  and 

*  Mrs.  M^ry  ^vrlocfo,  aftenvitHs  Lady  Steelb,  daiigbter 
fiBd  fok  heirefs  of  Jonathan  Scurloek,  efqw  of  the  county  of  Caer* 
marthen,  was  at  this  time  a  beautiful  young  lady  about  the 
age  of  eight  or  hine-and*  twenty.  %kt  KUhmd  has  drawn  a  Tcty 
amiable  chara£^er  of  her  in  a  dedication  prefixed  to  the  third  to* 
iuifie  of  <'  Tlie  Ladies  Library."  She  is  fiyled  here,  according 
to  the  mode  of  the  time  ^hen  this  letter  was  written,  not  Mfi, 
but  Mifirgft  ScuftLOCK,  though'  her  mother  was  ftill  living. 
The  appellation  of  Mijt  was  then  appropriated  to  the  daughters 
^  gentlemetf  under  the  agp  of  ten,  or  given  opprobrioufly  to 
yoang  gentlewomen  reproachable  for  the  giddinefs,  or  irregula- 
rity of  their  con^Iu^.  See  the  new  edition  of  "  The  Tatler/* 
Vol.  L  N<>  10,  mti ;  and  N^  13,  and  noti. 

t  The  day  of  the  month  is  cut  out  by  Mrs.  Scurlock  from 
this  Ad  a  few  of  the  following  letters  j  and  in  fome  others  the 
figures  have  b#en  clumfily  altered,  in  order  to  diiguife  the  cxa6fc 
dates  from  a  confidential  friend  to  whom  Ihe  appears  to  have 
ftewed  ^hem.  Many  concurring  circumftanceS|  hovveyeri  confiraoi 
the  coDJe&iirai  dates  here  inferred  in  hooks^ 
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will  not  meafure  my  thoughts  by  any  ardour  in 
my  expreflions,  which  is  the  ordinary  language 
on  thefe  occaiions. 

I  have  reafons  for  hiding  from  my  nearefl:  re- 
lation any  purpofe  I  may  have  refolved  upon  of 
waiting  on  you  if  you  permit  it ;  and  I  hope 
you  have  confidence  -from  mine,  as  well  as  your 
own  character,  that  fuch  a  conde&enfion  ihould 
not  be  ill  ufed  by.  Madam,  your  moft  obedient 
fcrvant,  R.  Steele. 


LETTER   II*..    To  Mrs.  Scurlock. 

Madam,  [Aug.  ii,]  1707. 

I  WRIT  to  you  on  Saturday  by  Mrs.  War- 
ren,  and  give  you  this  trouble  to  urge  the 
fame  rcqueft  I  made  then ;  which  was^  that  I 
may  be  admitted  to  wait  upon  you.  I  Ihould 
be  very  far  from  defiring  this,  if  it  were  a  tranf- 

^  The  admirers  of  Steele  will  recognife  this  letter,  which 
they  have  read  fo  frequently  in  the  Tatler,  N»  35  5  where  it 
is  thus  introduced  as  an  article  from  White's  Chocolate-houfe : 
.  **  I  know  no  manner  of  news  fot  this  place,  but  that  Cynthio, 
*'  having  been  long  in  defpair  for  the  inexorable  Clarifla,  lately 
**  refolved  to  fall  in  love  the  good  old  way  of  bargain  and  fale, 
**  and  has  pitched  upon  a  very  agreeable  young  woman.  He 
**  will  undoubted] y  fuccced ;  for  he  accotls  her  in  a  drain  6f  fa^ 
'**  jniliarity,  without  breaking  through  the  defenence  that  is  due 
*'  to  a  woman  whom  a  man  would  chufe  for  his  life.  I  have 
*^  hardly  ever  heard  rough  truth  fpoken  with  a  better  grace  than 
«*  in  thi$  his  letter."  Mrs,  fS^amny  in  the  Tatler,  is  changed 
to  Mn*  Lncy\  and  io  it  ii  in  the  original  MS.  whence  the  letter 
is  now  printed. 

%  gre^Eon 


to    Mrs.    S  C  U  R  L  O  C  K.         s 

Igreflion  of  the  moft  fevere  rules  to  allow  it :  I 
knpW  you  are  very  much  above  the  little  arts 
"which  are  frequent  in  your  fex  of  giving  unnc- 
ceflary  tornfen^  to  their  admii'ers ;  therefore 
liope  y6u  will  do  fb  much  juilice  to  the  gene* 
Tous  paffidn  I  have^r  you^  as  to  let  me  have  an 
opportunity  )of  acquainting  you  upon  what  mo- 
tives I  pretend  to  your  good  opinion.  I  Ihali 
^ot  trouble  you  with  my  fentiments  till  I  know 
how  they  will  be  received ;  and  as  I  know  no 
jreafon  why  difference  of  fex  fliould  make  our 
language  to  each  other  differ  from  the  ordinary 
rules  of  right  reafon,  I  fhailaffedrplainnefs  and 
•fincerity  in  my  tiifcourfe  to  you,  as  much  as 
other  lovers  do  perplexity  and  rapture.  Inftead 
of  faying  "  I  ihali  die  for  you/'  I  profefs  I  ihould 
fee  glad  to  lead  my  life  with  you.  You  are  as 
beautiful^  as  witty,  as  prudent,  and  as  good-hu- 
moured, as  any  woman  breathing ;  but  I  muft 
confefs  to  you,  I  regard  all  thefe  excellencies  as 
you  will  pleafe  to  dired:  them  for  my  happinefs 
^r  mifery.  With  me.  Madam,  the  only  laflkig 
taotive  to  love,  is  the  hope  of  its  becoming  mu- 
tual. I  beg  of  you  to  let  Mrs.  Warren  fend  me 
word  when  I  may  attend  you.  I  promife  you  I 
will  talk  of  nothing  but  indifferent  things; 
though,  at  the  fame  time,  I  know  not  how  I 
/hall  approach  you  in  the  tender  moment  of  firft 
feeing  you  after  this  declaration  which  has  been 
made  by,  Madam,  your  moft  obedient  and  moft 
faithful  humble  fervant.  Rich.  Steele. 

Ba  LETTER 


\* 
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L  E  T  T  E  &  III.     To  Mrs.  8€URZx>e«. 

Madam,  [Aug.  14,}  1707. 

I  CAME  to  your  houfe  this  slight  to  wsut  on 
you ;  but  you  have  cemtnmded  XBt  to  expe& 
the  happinefs  of  feeing  you  at  another  ttnae  of 
More  letfure.  I  am  now  under  yo^r  own  roof 
While  I  write ;  and  that  imaginary  fatisfaftion  of 
being  fo  near  you,  though  not  in  your  prefeoce^ 
has  in  it  fometbing  that  touches^  *ie  with  to  ten?^ 
der  ideas,  that  it  is  impoffible  for  me  to  defa^be 
their  force.  All  great  palfion  malces  us  dumb ; 
and  the  higheft  happinefs,  as  well  as  higheft 
grief,  feizes  us  too  violently  to  be  exprefied  by 
our  words. 

You  are  fo  good  as  to  let  me  know  I  fliatl 
have  the  honour  of  feeing  you  whcp  I  next 
come  here.  I  will  live  upon  that  expedation, 
and  meditate  on  your  perfeftions  till  that  happy 
hour.  The  vaincll  woman  upon  earth  never 
faw  in  her  glafs  half  the  attra<3ions  which  I  view 
in  you.  Your  air,  your  ihape,  your  every 
glance,  motion,  and  gefture,  have  fuch  peculiar 
graces,  that  you  poflefs  my  whole  foul,  and  I 
.know  no  life  but  in  the  hopes  of  your  approba- 
tion :  I  know  not  what  to  fay,  but  that  I  loyc. 
you  with  the  fincereft  paffion  that  ever  entered 
the  heart  of  man.  I  will  make  it  the  bufinefs 
of  my  life  to 'find  out  means  of  convincing  you 

that 


To    Mrs,    SCURLOCK.  5 

that  I  prefer  you  to  all  that  is  pleafing  upon 
earth.  I  am^  Madam^  yourmoft  obedient,  mod 
faithful  humble  fervant.  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER    IV.    To  Mrs.  Scuewck. 

Madam,         Friday  Morning  [Aug.  15,  1707]. 

HOPING  you  ate  in  good  health,  as  I  am 
at  this  prefent  writing,  I  take  the  liberty 
of  bidding  you  good  morrow,  and  thanking  you 
for  yeflerday's  admiiHon.  To  know  fo  much 
pleafur^  with  fo  much  innocence  is,  methinks, 
a  fatisfadtion  beyond  the  prefent  condition  of 
human  life ;  but  the  union  of  minds  in  ,pure  af- 
fe^ion  is  renewing  the  firft  ftate  of  man. 

You  cannot  imagine  the  gratitude  with  wBch 
I  meditate  on  your  obliging  behaviour  to  me, 
and  how  much  improved  in  generous  fentiments 
I  return  from  your  company  :  at  the  fame  time 
that  yoU'  give  me  paffion  for  yourfclf,  you  in- 
Ipire  me  alfo  with  a  love  of  virtue. 

Mrs.  Warren  informed  me  of  your  intention* 
on  Sunday  morning.     I  forbear  indulging  myfelf 
in  a  ftyle  which  my  eager  wilhes  prompt  me  to, 
out  of  reverence  to  that  occafion.    I  am.  Ma- 
dam, your  moft  obliged,  moft  faithful  fervant. 

Rich.  Steele. 

*  To  receive  the  facramept ;  fee  p.  7. 

B3  LETTER 
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LETTER   Y-      To  Mrs.  Scvrlock^ 

Madam,  Aug,i6*,  iJQj. 

BEFORE  the  light  this  morning  dawned^ 
upon  the  earthy  i  awaked,  and  lay  in  ex- 
pe^tion  of  its  return ;  not  that  it  coiilc^  give 
any  new  fenfc  of  joy  to  me,  but  as  1  hoped  it 
^ould  bleis  you  with  its  chearful  face,  after  a, 
quiet  whick  I  wiflied  you  la0  night.  If  my 
prayers  are  heard,  the  day  appeared  with  all  the 
influence  of  a  merciful  Creator  upon  your  perfon 
and  adions.  Let  others^,  my  lovely  charmer, 
talk  of  a  blind  being  that  difpofcs  their  hearts  ; 
I  contemn  their  low'ifliages  of  love.  I  have  not 
a  thought  whifch  relates  to  you,  that  I  cannot 
■with  confidence  befeech  the  AU-feeing  Power  to 
blefs  me  in.  May  be  diredl  you  in  all  yout 
Heps,  and  reward  your  innocence,  your  fandtity 
of  manners,  your  prudent  youth,  and  becoming 
piety,  witK  the  continuance,  of  His  grace  and 
protection.  This  is  an  unufual  language  to  la- 
dies ;  but  you  have  a  mind  elevated  above  the 
giddy  notions  of  a  fex  infnared  by  flattery,  and 

♦  The  date  in  the  original  is  here  twice  altered ;  in  the  firft 
place,  "  Aug.  1 6**  is  chapgcd  to  **  Aug.  23;"  and  Mrs.  S. 
(not  thinking  the  dilguife  fufficient),  has  written  under  i^ 
"  Sept.  3,  1671  ;'*  and  added  this  remark  :  "  Though  I  made 
**  him  1^0  declarations  in  his  favour,  you  fee  he  had  hopes  of  me 

<<  when   he  writ  ihis  in   the   month  following obedient 

"fcrvantlt     '  '    ^  ■      . 

mifled 


J 
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mifled  by  a  falfe  and  Ihort  adoration,  into  a  folid 
and  long  contempt.  Beauty,  my  faireft  crea- 
ture, palls  in  the  pofleffion  ;  but  I  love  alfo  your 
mind  :  your  foul  is  as  dear  to  me  as  my  own ; 
and,  if  the  advantage  of  a  liberal  education, 
fome  knowledge,  and  as  much  contempt  of  the 
wor^d,  joined  with  endeavours  towards  a  life 
of  flrid  virtue  and  religion,  can  qualify  me  to 
raife  new  ideas  in  a  breaft  fo  well  difpofed  as 
yours  is,  our  days  \vill  pafs  away  with  joy,  and, 
inftead  of  introducing  melancholy  profpeAs  of 
decay^  give  us  hope  of  eternal  youth  in  a  better 
life.  I  have  but  few  minutes  from  the  duty  of 
my  employment  to  write  in,  and  without  time 
to  read  over  what  I  have  writ ;  therefore  befeecH 
you  to  pardon  the  firft  hints  of  my  mind,  which 
I  have  exprcffed  in  fo  little  order.  I  am,  deareft 
creature,  your  moft  obedient,  moft  devoted  fer- 
yant.  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER    VI.    To  Mrs.  Scurlock. 

Madam,  [Aug.  17,]  1707. 

I  COULD  not  omit  writing  to  you,  thQugh 
on  Sunday  morning,  when  I  know  I  inter- 
rupt your  meditation  on  higher  fubjeds  * ; 
there  is  nothing  but  Heaven  itfelf  which  I  pre- 
fer to  your  love,  which  fliall  be  the  purfuit  Qjf 

*  The  facramentj  fee  p.  5, 

B  4  my 
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ray  life ;  and  I  hope  there  will  not  t  day  appear 
to  our  lives  end,  wherein  there  will  not  appear 
ibme  inftance  of  an  affe&ioji;,  not  to  be  excelle4 
but  in  the  manfions  of  eternity^  to  which  we 
may  recommend  ourfelves  by  our  behaviour  to 
each  other  her^.  I  am»  my  lovely  charmer^ 
yovir  obedient ^ 


LETTER  VII.    To  Mrs.  Scy Riocic, 

Madam,  Lord  Sunderland's  Office,  ijc^, 

Wl  T  H  what  language  Ihall  I  addrefs  my 
lovely  fair,  to  acquaint  her  with  the  fen^- 
timent$  of  an  heart  ihe  delights  to  torture  ?  I 
have  notn a -minute^s  quiet  out  of  your  fight; 
and,  whetulam  with  you,  you  ufe  me  with  fo 
much  dillance,  that  I  am  flill  in  a  flate  of  dhm 
fence  heightened  with  a  view,  of  the  charms 
which  I  ^m  denied  to  approach.  In  a  word, 
you  muil  give  me  either  a  fan,  a  maik,  or  a 
glove,  you  have  wore,  or  I  cannot  live ;  other- 
wife  you  muft  exped  Fll  kifs  your  hand,  or, 
when  I  next  fit  by  you,  fteal  your  handkerchief. 
You  yourfelf  are  too  great  a  bounty  to  be  re- 
ceived at  once ;  therefore  I  muft  be  prepared  by 
degrees,  left  the  mighty  gift  diftrad:  me  with 
joy.  Dear  Mrs.  Scurlock,  I  am  tired  with  call- 
ing you  by  that  name ;  therefore  fay  the  day  in 

*  The  name  is  here  cut  out, 

which 
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which  you  will  take  that  of.  Madam,  your  moft 
obedient,  moft  devoted  humble  fenrant. 

Rich*  Steels. 


tm 


LETTER  Vin.    To  Mrs,  ScuEtocK, 

Madam,  Smith-ftrect,  Wcftminftcr,  1707. 

I  TAKE  up  pen  and  ink  to  indulge  the  fenfi- 
bility  of  mind  I  am  under,  in  refleding  upoa 
the  agreeable  company  in  which  I  pa&d  yefter* 
day  evening*    The  day  hangs  heavily  upon  me, 
and  the  whole  bufinefs  of  it  is  an  imperttneat 
guilty  dream  in  comparifon  of  the  happineiis  of 
a  few  aioments  bf  real  life  at  your  houfe,  which 
go  off  in  privacy  and  innocence.     Were  it  po& 
fible  the  concern  I  have  for  you  were  mutual, 
how  tedious  would  be  the  moments  of  each 
other's  abfence,    how   fleeting   the   hours  we 
ihould  be  together !    how  would  my  mirth  be 
heightened!  how  my  forrow  baniflied  by  the 
appearance  of  a  fmile  in  that  countenance,  where 
are  {o  charmingly  painted  complacency,  good« 
fcnfe,  innocence,  honour^  and  truth  ?  Since  this  is 
the  figure  you  bear  in  my  imagination,  you  cannot 
blame  my  defire  of  having  thofe  good  qualities 
my  conftant  companions,  and  for  ever  engaged 
in  my  interefts.     My  heart  overflows  with  the 
pleafing  profpefts  which  throng  into  my  mind 

when  1  think  of  you»    What  ftiall  I  fay  ?    Pr'y- 

thee. 


\  I 

/ 
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thee,  Mrs.  Scurlock,   have  pity  on.  Madam, 
your  moft  obedient,  moft  faithful  fervant. 

Rich.  Steele. 


f-^>mm 


LETTER,  IX.    To  Mrs.  Scurlock, 

Madam,       '    Smith-ftreet,  Weftminfter,  1707. 

IL  AY  down  laft  night  with  your  image  in 
my  thoughts,  asd  have  awaked  this  morning 
in  the  fame  contemplation.  The  pleafing  tran- 
fport  with  which  I  am  delighted,  has  a  fweetnefs 
in  k,  attended  with  a  train  of  ten  thoufand  foft 
deiires,  anxieties,  and  cares.  The  day  isirifes  on 
my  hopes  with  new  brightacfs ;  youth,  beauty, 
and  innocence,  are  the  charming  objetts  that 
fleal'me  from  myfelf,  and  give  me  joys  above 
the  reach  of  ambition,  pride,  or  glory.  Believe 
me,  fair  one,  to  throw  myfelf  at  your  feet  is 
giving  myfelf  the  higheft  bJifs  I  know  on  earth. 
Oh,  haften  ye  minutes !  bring  on  the  happy 
morning  wherein  to  be  ever  her's  will  make  md 
look  down  on  thrones !  Dear  Molly,  I  am  paf* 
fionately,  faithfully  thine.         Rich.  Steele, 


LETTER 


To    Mks.    S  C  U  R  L,  Q  G  K.        tl 

•     •  *   • 

LETTER   X.    Tq  Mts.  Scurlqck. 

Madam,  Aug,  22,  1707*^ 

IF  my  vigilance,  and  ten  thoufand  wifhes  for 
your  welfare  and  repofe,  could  have  any 
force,  you  laft  night  llept  in  fecurity,  and  had 
every  good  angel  in  your  attendance.  To  have 
my  thoughts  ever  fixed  on  you,  to  live  in  con- 
ftant  fear  of  every  accident  to  which  human  life 
is  liable,  and  to  fend  up  my  hourly  prayers  to 
avert  them  from  you ;  1  fay.  Madam,  thus  to 
think,  and  thus  tp  fuflfer,  is  what  I  do  for  hef 
who  is  in  pain  at  my  approach,  and  calls  all  my" 
tender  forrow  impertinence.  You  are  now  be- 
fore my  eyes,  my  eyes  that  are  ready  to  flow' 
with  tendernefs,  but'  cannot  give  relief  to  my 
guihing  heart,  that  di&ates  what  I  am  now  fay- 
ing, atfd  yeatns  to  tell  you  a^U  its  achings.  How 
arc  thou,  oh  my  foul,  ftolen  from  thyfelf !  how 
is  all  thy  attention  broken  !  My  books  are  blank 
paper,  and  my  friends  intruders.  1  have  no 
hope  pf  quiet  but  from  your  pity  :  to  grat\t  it^ 
would  make  more  for  your  triumph.  To  give 
pain,  is  the  tyranny,  to  make  happy,  the  true  em- 
pire, of  beauty.  If  you  would  confider  aright,  you 

• 

*  This  date  is  in  part  cut  out,  and  fupplied  with  **  Aug.  9» 
'*  1671."  dver  "Madam,"  at  the  beginning,  Mrs.tS.  haa 
written  "  Andromache,"  and  fubftituicd  "  Madam"  for  "  dear 
^  Mrs.  Scurlock"  at  (he  end. 

would 
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would  find  an  agreeable  change,  in  difmiifing  the 
attendance  of  a  Have,  to  receive  the  complai* 
fance  of  a  companion.  I  bear  the  former,  in 
hepes  of  the  latter  condition.  As  I  live  in  chains 
without  murmuring  at  the  power  which  infli&3 
^em,  fo  I  could  enjoy  freedom  without  forget- 
ting the  mercy  that  gave  it.  Dear  Mrs*  Scuar* 
lock^  the  life  which  you  beftow  on  me  ifaall  be 
no  more  my  own*  I  am^  your  inoft  devoted^ 
moft  obedient  fervant^  Rich.  Steslb* 


L  E  T  T  E  R    XI.     To  Mrs.  Scurlock. 

Madam,  Chelfea,  Aug.  15,   1707. 

I  AM  obferved,  by  a  friend  who  is  with  me,  ia 
every  gefiture  and  motion  I  make.  I  have 
fiole  a  moment,  while  he  is  in  next  room,  to  tell 
the  charmer  an4  infpirer  of  my  foul  I  am  her 
devoted^  obedient  fervant.         Rich*  Ste e;le. 


mm 


LETTER   Xir.      To  Mrs,  Scurlock. 

My  dearcft  Creature,        Thurfday,  Atjg.  27,  1707. 

I  BEG  the  favour  of  you  to  let  me  pafs  this 
day  in  your  company.     I  have  contrived  my 
bufinefs  fo,  that  I  have  till  eight  at  night,  at  my 
own  difpofal.    I  can  come  in  a  coach  ;  and  Mrs. 
Warren  being  in  the  way,  may  let  me  in  without 
4  obfervation. 


To    Mua.    S  C  U  R  L  b  C  K-  13 

obibrvatlon. .  My  loved  creature,  do  not  dcnf 
tt»s  requefi,  nor  think  I  am  capable  of  being 
allowed  that  liberty  without  a  true  fenfe  of  your 
goodnefs  to  me  in  it.  Your  generous  conde-  ' 
ieenfion  in  all  your  carriage  towards  me^  ihall  al- 
ways give  you  a  powerful  and  lafting  influence 
upon  the  thoughts  and  actions  of  him  who  hopes 
to  be^  Madam>  your  moil  obliged  and  grateful 
huibandy  Rich.  St&£ls« 


-■Mb^Maii 


LETTER    XIIl.     Tq  Mrs.  ScuRLocK. 

Madam,  Aug.  29,  1707. 

I  FEAR  it  will  be  an  hour  later  than  ufnal 
that  I  watt  upon  you  to  night  \  for  I  have  an 
tippointnient  which  will  detain  me,  and  whick 
Concerns  both:  you,  and,  Madam,  your  molt 
obliged^  moil  obedient  humble  fervant. 

Rich.  Steele* 


LETTER   XIV.     To  Mrs.  Scurlock. 

MADARf,  Aug.  30,    17070 

I  BEG  pardon  that  my  paper  is  not  findr,  but 
I  am  forced  to  write  from  a  cofTee-houfe 
where  I  am  attending  about  buiicefs.  There  is 
a  dirty  crowd  of  bufy  faces  all  around  me,  taUc^ 
ing  of  money ;  while  all  my  ambition,  all  my 
Wealth,   is,  love  !    Love,  which  animates   my 

hearty 


iS|L      !S  t  6  E  L  E'^S    L  fe  T  f  E  R  S 

heart,  fweetens  my  humour,  enlarges  my  foul^ 
bnd  afFefts  every  aftibn  of  my  life.  It  is  to  mf 
lovely  charmer  I  owe,  that  many  noble  ideas  ar^ 
continually  affixed  to  my  wbrds  and  adtions }  it 
is  the  natural  eife&  of  that  generous  paffion,  to 
create  in  the  admirer  fome  fimilitude  of  the  ob- 
jeft  admired.  Thus,  my  dear,  am  I  every  day 
to  improve  from  f6  fweet  a  companioh.  Look 
ijp,  my  fair  one,  to  that  Heaven  which  made 
thee  fuch,  and  join  with  me  to  implore  its  in- 
fluence on  our  tender  innocent  hoursi  and  be- 
feech  the  Author  bf  love,  to  bl'efs  the  rites  he 
has  ordained,  and  mingle  with  our  happinefs  a 
juft  fenfe  of  our  tranfient  condition,  and  a  refig- 
nation  to  His  will,  which  only  cart  regulate  our 
minds  to  a  fieady  endeavour  to  pleafe  Him  and 
each  other.    I  am  for  ever  your  faithful  fervant^ 

Rw  Steele, 


LETTER   XV.    To  Mrs.  Scurlock. 

4 

Dear,  lovely  Mrs.  Scurlock, 

Saturday-night  [Aug.  30,  1707 J. 

I  HAVE  been  in  very  good  company^ 
where  your  health,  under  the  charadter  of 
tbe  woman  I  loved  beft^  has  been  often  drunk ; 
fo  that  I  may  fay  I  am  dead  drunk  for  your 
fake,  which  is  more  than  *•  I  die  for  you." 

R.  Steele. 

LETTER 


T6   MrI.    SCURLOCK.         tj 

LETTER  XVL     To Mrsk Scurlock. 

Madam,  Sept.  i,  1707  *. 

IT  is  the  hardefl  thing  in  the  world  to  be  id 
love/  and  yet  attend  bufinefs.  As  for  me, 
all  who  fpeak  to  me  find  me  outj  and  I  muft 
lock  myfelf  up^  or  other  people  will  do  k 
for  me, 

A  gentleman  alked  me  this  morning,  ^*  What 
•^  news  from  Liibon  -f  >  and  I  anfwered,  **  She 
**  is  exquifitely  handfome,'*  Another  defired  to 
know  ^^  when  I  had  been  lafl:  at  Hamptoo* 
court  J  ?'*  I  replied,  *'  It  will  be  on  Tueiday  come 
•*  fe*nnight.".  Pr'ythee  allow  me  at  leaft  to 
kifs  your  hand  before  that  day  §,  that  my  mind 
may  be  in  fome  compofure.     ||  Oh  love  ! 

A  thoufand  torments  dwell  about  thee. 
Yet  who  would  live,  to  live  without  thee  ? 

Methinks  I  could  write  a  volume  to  you; 
but  all  the  language  on  earth  would  fail  in  fay- 
ing  how  muqh,  and  with  what  difinterefted  paf« 
jGon^  I  an)  ever  yours.  Rich,  Steele* 

*  The  date  of  this  letter  is  altered  to  "  Sept.  15,  1671  j"  and 
Mrs.  S.  has  remarked  on  it,  f  The  two  next  were  written  after 
the  d^y  for  our  tnarriage  was  fixed." 

t  Altered  by  Mrs.  S.  to  •««  Holland." 

{  Altered  to  **  Windfor ;"  and  the  reply  in  the  next  line  ii 
changed  to,  '<  She  defigns  to  go  with  me." 

§  Altered  to  "  the  appointed  day.** 

II  Thefe  tw.o  words  aji4  (he  fojiowing  couplet  are  ilnick  out. 

LETTER 
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LETTER   XVIL    To  Mrs.  ScurlocK. 

D£AR  Creature, 

Sept.  2,  X707,  between  One  and  Two. 

EVER  fince  feven  this  moriiifig  I  have  been 
in  company  5  but  have  ftolc  a  moment,  to 
pour  out  the  fulnefs  of  my  thoughts,  and  com- 
plain to  you  of  the  interruption  that  imperti- 
nent amufement  called  buiineft  has  given  me, 
amidft  my  contemplation  on  the  beft  of  women, 
and  the  moft  agreeable  objed  that  ever  charmed 
the  heart  of  man.  I  am,  deareft,  krvelieft  crea» 
twe,  eternally  chine.  Rich.  Steele* 


tETTER   XVIII.    To  Mrs.  ScuRLocic. 

/ 

DiEAR  Creature, 

Sept.  3,  1707,  Seven  in  the  Morning*. 

NEXT  to  the  influence  of  Heaven,  I  am  to 
thank  you  that  I  fee  the  returning  day 
with  pleafure.  To  pafs  my  evenings  in  fo  fweet 
a  converfation,  and  have  the  cftecm  of  a  woman 
of  your  merit,  has  in  it  a  particularity  of  hap- 
pinefs  no  more  to  be  exprefled  than  returned. 
Put  I  ^m,  my  lovely  creature,  contented  to  be 
on.  the  obliged  fide,  and  to  employ  all  my  days 
in  new  endeavours  to  convince  you,  and  all  the 

♦  Date  changed  to  <*  O^.  ^3,  1671." 

world. 


To    Mrs.    SCURLOCK.  17 

world  of  the  fenfe  I  have  of  your  condefcenfion 
in  chufing,  Madam,  your  moft  faithful,  moft 
obedient  humble  fervant,  -       Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  XIX.    To  Mrs.  Scurlock, 
Madam, 

Lord  Sunderland's  OiGce,  Whitehall,  Sept.  3,  1707*. 

THE  young  lady,  your  daughter,  told  me 
(he  had  a  letter  from  you  of  2  2d  inftant, 
wherein  )^u  gave  her  the  higheft  marks  of  your 
afFediion,  and  anxiety  for  her  welfare,  in  relation 
to  me.  The  main  profped  on  thefe  occafions  is 
that  of  fortune  ;  therefore  I  fhall  very  candidly 
give  you  an  account  of  myfelf  as  to  that  parti- 
cular. My  late  wife  had  fo  extreme  a  value  for 
me,  that  Ihe,  by  fine,  conveyed  to  me  her  whole 
eftate,  fituate  in  Barbados,  which,  with  the 
ftock  and  flaves  (proper  fecurities  being  given 
for  the  payment  of  the  rent),  is  let  for  eight 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  per  annuniy  at  half- 
yearly  payments;  that  is  to  fay,  425I.  each  firft 
of  May,  and  425 1.  each  firft  of  December.  This 
eftate  cajiie  to  her  incumbered  with  a  debt  of 
'3000L  by  legacies  and  debts  of  her  brother, 
'whofe  executrix  Ihe  was,  as  well  as  heirefs.  I 
'muft  confefs,  it  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  lef- 

#  ♦ 

*  The  original  date  of  this  letter  to  Mrs.  Scurlock's  mother^ 
is  altered  here^  from  Sept.  3,  to  Sept.  30,  1707. 

C  fen 
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fen  the  incumbrance,  by  rcafon  of  chargeable 
fickneflcs,  and  not  having  at  that  time  any  en^- 
ploymcnt  of  profit.  But  at  prefent,  and  ever 
fince  May  laft,  I  have  been  appointed  by  the 
Secretaries  of  State  to  write  the  Gazette,  with  a 
falary  of  300 1.  a  year,  paying  a  tax  of  45  !•  I 
am  alfo  gentleman-waiter  )tb  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Prince,  with  a  falary  of  lool.  ayear,  not 
fubje(5l  to  taxes. 

Thus  my  whole  income  is  at      ^.      s.>   d. 
^xcknt  per  annum  -        -         1250     o     o 

jDedud  the  intereftof  3000 1.         180     o     o 
Taxes  for  my  employment  ^5     o     o 


225 


Remains  after  thefe  deduiftions  1025  o  o 
This  is.  Madam,  the  prefent  ftate  of  my  affairs ; 
and,  though  this  income  is  fo  large,  I  have  not 
taken  any  regard  to  lay  up  any  thing  further 
than  juft  what  pays  the  intereft  abovementioned. 
If  I  may  be  fo  happy  to  obtain  your  favour,  fo 
as  we  may  live  together  with  finglenefs  of  mind, 
I  fhall  readily  go  into  fuch  meafures  as  fhall  be 
thought  moft  advifable  for  our  mutual  intereft ; 
and,  if  it  is  thought^fit,  will  fell  what  I  have  in 
the  Plantations.  Your  daughter  acquaints  me, 
there  is  a  demand  of  1400I.  upon  your  eflate, 
the  annual  income  of  which  is  better  than  400!. 

per 
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per  ann.  You  have  now  the  whole  view  of  both 
bur  circumflances  before  you ;  and  you  fee  there 
is  foundation  for  6ur  living  in  an  handfome 
Inanner,  provided  we  can  be  of  one  mind  % 
without  which  1  could  not  prdpofe  to  myfcif 
any  happinefs  or  bleffing,  were  my  circum- 
ftanees  ever  fo  plentiful.  I^ani  at  a  prefent 
jun(fture  in  my  affairs,  and  my  friends  are  in 
great  power,  fo  that  it  would  be  highly  necef* 
fary  for  us  tp  be  in  the  figure  of  life  which  we 
fliall  think  convenient  to  appear  in^  as  foon  as 
may  be,  that  I  may  profecute  my  erpedlations 
in  a  bufy  way  while  the  wind  is  for  me,  with 
juft  coniideration  that  about  a  court  it  will  not 
always  blow  one  way*  Your  doming  to  town  is 
mightily  to  be  wilhed.  I  promife  myfelf  the 
pleafure^  of  an  induftrious  and  virtuous  life,  in 
ftudying  to  do  things  agreeable  to  you.  But  I 
will  not  enlarge  into  profeflions*  I  affure  you,  I 
fliall  always  contend  with  you  who  fliall  lay  the 
greater  obligations  on  the  other  ;  and  I  can  form 
to  myfelf  no  greater  fatisfaftion  than  having  one 
day  your  pcrmiffion  to  fubferibe  myfelf,  Ma- 
dam, your  moft  obedient  fon^  and  moft  humble 
fervant,  Rich*  Steele. 

Writing  is  paitiful  to  me. 
If  you  inclofe  your  letters  to  your  daugh-/ 
ter,  they  will  come  free,  **  To  Richard 
''  Steele,  Efq.  at  the  Secretary's  Office, 
"  Whitehalh" 
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LETTER   XX.     To  Mrs.  Scurlock. 

Dear  Miss*  Molly,  Sept.  4,  1707  f. 

I  AM  loth  to  interrupt  your  prayers,  or  my 
indifpenfable  bufinefs,  with  a  long  epiftle  this 
morning ;  therefore  forgive  me  that  I  only  juft 
fay,  I  am  ever  yours,  R.  S. 

I  fhall  come  at  night,  and  make  all  the  dif- 
patch  here  I  can,  not  to  be  wanted* 


LETTER  XXI.    To  Mrs.  Scurlock. 

Dear  Madam,  Sept.  5,  1707. 

^l^HE  pleafing  hope  with  which  my  mind  is 
JL  poffefled,  is  too  delicate  a  touch  of  the 
foul  to'  be  explained,  but  it  is  founded  on  fo  fo- 
lid  and  lading  motives,  that  I  am  fure  it  will  ac- 
tuate the  behaviour  of  my  whole  life ;  for  I  do 
not  entertain  my  imagination  with  thofe  tran- 
fports  only  which  are  raifed  by  beauty,  but  fix  it 
alfo  on  the  fatisfaSions  which  flow  from  the  re- 
verence due  to  virtue.  Thus  I  am  not  only  al- 
lured by  your  perfon,  but  convinced  by  your 
life,  that  you  are  the  moft  amiable  of  women. 
Let  us  go  on,  my  lovely  creature,  to  make  our 

*  Mi/s  /ecms  here  ufcd  as  a  term  of  endearment. 

t  The  orfginai  date  is  here  altered  from  Sept.  4,  to  Sept.  14, 

1707. 

regards 


To    Mrs.    S  C  U  R  L  O  C  K.        ai 

regards  to  each  other^  mutual  and  unchangeable^ 
that,  while  the  world  around  us  is  enchanted 
with  the  falfe  fatisfadtions  of  vagrant  defires,  our 
perfons  may  be  Ihrines  to  each  other,  and  facred 
to  conjugal  faith,  unreferveJ  confidence,  and 
heavenly  fociety.  While  we  live  after  this  nian- 
ner,  angels  will  be  fo  far  from  being  our  fupe- 
riors,  that  they  will  be  our  attendants.  Every 
good  being  guard  my  faireft,  and  condudt  her  to 
that  bofom  that  pants  to  receive  her,  and  protcft 
her  from  ill  the  cares  and  viciffitudes  of  life  with 
an  eternal  tendernefs  !  I  am  ever  moft  obligcdiy 
yours.  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER    XXir.     To  Mrs.  S.curlock. 

Madam,  Saturday,  Sept.  6,  1707. 

I  AM  at  a  friend^s  houfe,  where  they  have 
given  me,  as  you  fee,  but  very  ordinary  in- 
ftruments  to  write  with.  However,  I  hope  the 
fincerity  of  my  heart  Is  not  to  be  meafured  by 
the  drefs  in  which  I  cloath  it.  My  thoughts 
hurry  upon  me  in  confideration  of  the  approach 
of  the  moment  in  which  thofe  fair  lips  are  tjo 
give  me  in  one  monofyllable  more  than  all  the^ 
eloquence  in  the  world  can  exprefs,  when  you.^t: 
fay  Tes  to  the  accepting  of.  Madam,  your  mofi; 
obliged,  moft  grateful,  moft  obedient  fervant,     > 

Rich*  Stee^le» 

C3  LETTER 
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LETTER  XXIII.    To  Mrs.  ScyRLOCK f , 

Madam,  Siept.  7,  1707, 

IN  obedience  to  your  commands  by  your 
daughter,  of  hearing  every  poft  from  this 
town  of  her  {lealth  and  welfare,  I  do  myfelf  the 
honour  to  inform  you  of  it,  and  hymbly  defire 
you  would  accept  of  my  own  duty. 

I  hope  you  have  before  now  received  a  letter 
from  me  wherein  I  laid  before  you  at  large  the 
ftate  of  my  afFairs  -fr,  and  that,  when  we  come 
to  be  acquainted,  you  will  not  efteem  it  a  difad- 
vantageous  accident  that  I  have  the  honour  of 
being,  Madam,  your  moft  obedient  fon,  and 
moft  humble  fervant.  Rich.  Steele. 


—— i-ii«B«BiP 


LETTER  XXiy.    To  Mrs.  Scurlock. 

Madam,  Sept.  gt* 

I  HOPE  your  denying  what  I  urged  with  fcj 
much  paffion,  and  which  I  coniplained  of 
in  too  vehement  a  manner,  has  not  been  a  grief 
to  my  tcndjcr  companion  j  for,  upon  refleftipn 

♦  To  Mrs.  Scurlock'8  mother. 
+  See  Letter  XIX. 

i  The  dare  is  altered  from  Sept.  ^,  to  Sept.  ix.     See  Letter 
XXVL  anjl  .70U, 

this 
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this  morning,  T  extremely  approve  your  condud^ 
and  take  your  behaviour  to  proceed  from  an  in- 
clination to  come  to  my  arms  hallowed  by  your 
parent's  bleffing.  I  comply  with  your  meafares 
in  bringing  that  happinefs  about,  and  Ihall  be» 
have  myfelf  as  if  only  in  the  beginning  of  a  fa« 
cred  love  made  at  the  altar.  I  promife  to  my-' 
felf  fincere  felicity  in  a  woman  that  can  facrifice 
all  defires  to  her  duty ;  and  I  alTure  you,  what- 
ever appearance  of  care  and  difturbance  you 
may  obfcrve  ,now  and  then  in  my  countenance^ 
it  is  not  the  image  of  fpleen,  ill-nature,  or  dif- 
i(atisfad:ion,  but  a  ftrong  propenfity  to  make  you 
the  happieft  of  your  fex  ;  which  I  fliall  endea- 
vour to  do,  rather  by  an  induftrious  ambition  to 
promote  your  fortune,  than  by  a  mere  dalliance 
of  your  perfon  only,  to  ihov^  a  greater  regard  to 
the  beauty  than  the  wife.  I  beg  of  you  to  Ihow 
my  letters  to  no  one  living,  but  let  us  be  con- 
tented with  one  another's  thoughts  upon  our 
words  and  actions,  without  the  intervention  of 
other  people,  who  cannot  judge  of  fo  delicate  a 
circumftance  ^s  the  commerce  between  man  and 
wife.  I  am  eternally  yours.  Rich.  Steele* 
Pray  write  me  a  line. 
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LETTER  XXV.    To  Mrs.  Sccrlock. 

Madam,  Sept.  lo,  1707  *. 

BEING  very  uncafy  when  abfent  from  you, 
I  defire  you  would  give  me  leave  to  take 
coach  and  come  to  your  houfe;  in  order  to 
which,  pray  let  Warren  be  in  the  way  to  admit 
your  moll  obliged  humble  fervant, 

Rich.  St££l«, 


LETTER   XXVI t.     To  Mrs.  Scurlock  J. 
'    Madam, 

Lord  Sunderland's  Office,  Whitehall,  Sept.  20,  1707. 

BY   Tuefday*s  poft  I  took  the  liberty  to 
write  to  you  on  the  mod  important  occa- 
fion^  and  have  been  in  ten  thoufand  anxieties 

ever 

*  The  date  oFthis  letter,  which  is  dire^ed  "  to  Mrs.Warrch,** 

eems  to  have  been  altered  from  Sept    lo,  to  Sept.  13,  1707.       t 

+  To  Mrs.  Scurlock's  mother.     See  the  next  nott,, 

\  "  It  feems  to  me  that  the  two  preceding  letters  to  Mrs.  Scur- 

ock*s  mother,   were  not  ftnt  according  to  their  real  original 

dates.     Perhaps  Mrs.  Scurlock,    who  probably  became  Mrs. 

Steele  on  the  6th  or  7th  of  Sept.   1707,  prevented  thefe  two 

ietteYs,    which  are  marked  N«   XIX.   and  N®  ^XIII.    from 

being  difpatched.     There  appears  to  have  been  an  intention,  oa 

her  part,  to  have  kept  her  marriage  private,  and  to  have  abdained 

from  her  huiband's  bed»  till  her  mother  came  from  Caermarthen  to 

her  London  houfe  in  Swallow^ftreet.     This  fuppofltion  throws 

fome  li|;ht  on  the  letter  marked  I^®  XXIV.  and  is  countenanced 

fey 


To    Mrs.    SCURLOCK.        2$ 

ever  fince  that  time,  for  the  reception  which  that 
letter  is  to  find.  The  circumftance  is  fo  tender, 
and  my ,  happinefs  hangs  fo  much  upon  it, 
that  I  could  not  forbear  feconding  my  firft  ad- 
drefs  to  you  with  a  fecond,  though,  I  proteft  to 
you,  I  fet  pen  to  paper  with  as  much  diffidence 
as  if  I  had  the  fame  pafl[ion  for  yourfelf  as  for 
your  daughter.  I  do  not  entertein  you  with  an 
account  of  my  fortune,  and  thofe  particulars 
which  will  naturally  be  enq^iiifed  into  by  a  pa- 
rent,  becaufe  I  doubt  not  but  you  have  fo  good 
an  opinion  of  Mrs.  Scurlockfs;  prudence,  that 
you  do  not  believe  flie  would  throw  herfelf 
away.  As  to  your  favour  to  my.pretenfions,  I 
hope  it  upon  no  other  foundational  thai?  making 
it  appear  to  you  that,  as  to  your  own  part  in  the 

by  fimilar  inftances  of  prudery,  mentioned  in  the  courlc.  of 
Steele's  correfpondence.  His  fird  letters  to  his  wife  are  not  di- 
refked  to  her,  but  to  Mks»  JVarreny  witnefs  the  two  following, 
dated  Sept.  zi,  and  0£t.  6,  1707.  Steele,  it  feemt,  did  bv  no 
means  reli(h  this  way  of  proceeding.  Tt  appears  from  N®  XXIV. 
that  he  oppofed  it  warmly,  and  I  fufpefb  that  he  wrote  ieverai 
letters  on  the  fubje^^,  which  have  not  efcaped  the  wreck  of 
time  and  chance.  An  attention  to  the  dates  of  the  letters  about 
this  time  .confirms  me  in  this  opinion.  On  the  7th  of  06t. 
1707,  Steele  went  into  open  rebellion,  and  directs  his  letter 
to  his  wife,  to  Mrs.  Steele,  and  perfevered  in  his  obflinacy. 
On  the  t3th  of  the  fame  month  he  begs  pardon  for  evry  oQ  of 
nbellioHf  but  then  he  feems  to  have  carried  his  points,  or  per* 
iiiled  neverthelefs.  See  N°  ^9,  ^/y>^^  The  alterations  and  in« 
dorfements  on  fome  of  thefe  letters,  if  made  by  Mrs.  Mary 
Scurlock,  afterwards  Lady  Steele,  are  roifcrably  bungled,  and 
give  no  proofs  of  her  fagacity."  I  owe  this  note  to  my  good 
friend,  the  Annotatoji  on  the  Tatler. 

affair. 


4 
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affair,  there  is  not  that  man  breathing  that  could 
come  into  your  alliance,  who  Ihould,'  in  all  the 
offices  of  life,  and  peculiar  efteem  for  yourfelf, 
exceed  the  gratitude  of.  Madam,  your  moft 
obedient,  moft  humble  fervant.    Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  XXVIL    To  Mrs.  Scurlock. 

Dear  Creature,  Sept.  21,  1707. 

YOUR  letter  gave  me  a  great  deal  of  fatis- 
fadtion.  1  haften  my  bufinefs,  to  fee  you 
early  in  the  evening.  In  the  mean  time,  I  recom- 
mend myfelf  to  your  prayers  and  kind  thoughts-, 
and  am  ever  yours.  Rich.  Steele, 


LETTER  XXVIII,    To  Mrs.  Scurlock. 

Dear  Creature,  Oft.  6,  1707. 

I  WRITE  to  tell  you  beforehand,  that  I  an» 
not  in  a  very  good"  humour ;  but  all  Ihall 
vanifli  at  her  fight  whom  Providence  has  given 
jne  for  the  banifliment  of  care,  and  the  im- 
provement of  delight  to  your  ihoft  obliged  huf- 
^and,  and  moft  humble  fervant.    Rich.  Steele; 


LETTER 
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LETTER  KXIX.     To  Mrs.  Scurlock. 

My  Diar,  Oft.  7,  1707. 

COUSIN  PEN  is  much  in  the  fame  condhr 
tion  we  left  her  Jail  night.  I  am  going 
with  great  chearfulnefs  and  induftry  about  my 
bufinefs  to-day,  in  order  to  pafs  my  time  herc^ 
after,  without  interruption,  with  the  moft  agree- 
able creature  living,  which  jou  are  to  the  moft 
pbliged  man  living.     Your  obedient  hufband, 

Rich.  Sipele* 


LETTER  XXX.      To  Mrs.  Scurlock. 

My  loved  Creature,  Oft.  7,  1707. 

I  WRITE  this  only  to  bid  you  good^night, 
and  affure  you  of  my  diligence  in  the  matter 
1  told  you  of. 

You  may  affure  yourfelf  I  value  you  acQord* 
ing  to  your  merit,  which  is  faying  that  you  have 
my  heart,  by  9II  the  ties  of  beauty,  virtue,  good- 
nature, and  friendihip.  I  find,  by  the  progrefs 
I  have  made  to-night,  that  I  Ihall  do  my  bufinefs 
effectually  in  two  days  time.  Write  me  word 
you  are  in  good-humour,  which  will  be  the 
Jiigheft  pleafureto  your  obliged  hulband,, 

Rich.  Steble. 
I  (hall  want  fpnie  linen  from  your  houfe  p- 
jnprro^y. 

7  *  J.ETTER 


\ 

/ 
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LETTER  XXXL.    To  Mrs.  Scurlock. 

My  dear  Wife,  Oft.  8,  1707. 

YOU  were  not,  I  aiii  fure,  awake  fo  foon 
as  I  was  for  you,  and  defired  the  bleffing 
of  God  upon  you.  After  that  firft  duty,  my 
next  is  to  let  you  know  I  am  in  health  this 
morning,  which  I  know  you  are  folicitous  for. 
I  believe  it  would  not  be  amifs  if,  fome  time  this 
afternooni  you  took  a  coach  gr  chair,  and  went 
to  fee  an  houfe  next  door  to  Lady  Bulkley's,  to- 
wards St.  James's-ftreet,  which  is  to  be  let.  I 
have  a  folid  reafon  for  quickening  my  diligence 
in  all  affairs  of  the  world,  which  is,  that  you  are 
my  partaker  in  them,  and  will  make  me  labour 
more  than  any  incitation  of  ambition  or  wealth 
could  do.  After  I  have  implored  the  help  of 
Providence,  I  will  have  no  motive  to  my  adtions 
-but  the  love  of  the  beft  creature  living,  to  whom 
1  am'  an  obedient  hufband.        Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  XXXII.    To  Mrs.  Scurlock. 

Dear  Madam,  Oft.  8,  1707. 

I  COULD  not  forbear  letting  you  know,  that 
I  have  received  letters  this  moment  from 
Barbados,  which  will  facilitate  my  bufinefs ;  fo 
natural  fs  it  that  all  things  muft  grow  better  by 

your 
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your  condefccnding  to  be  partner  to  your  moft 
obliged  hufband^  and  moft  bumble  fervant^ 

Rich.  St££Le« 


LETTER  XXXIII.    To  Mrs.  Scuhlocic* 

Dear  Madam, 

Monday-morning,  Oft.  13,  1707. 

THIS  comes  to  beg  your  pardon  for  en^ery 
a£i  of  rebellion  I  have  ever  committed  a- 
gainft  you,'  and  to  fubfcribe  myfelf  in  an  error 
for  being  impatient  of  your  kind  concern  in  in- 
terefting  yourfelf  with  fo  much  affedion  in  sdl 
which  relates  to  me.  I  do  not  queftion  but  your 
prudence  will  be  a  lafting  honour  and  advantage 
to  me  in  all  the  occurrences  of  my  life-,  the 
chief  happinefs  in  it  is,  that  I  have  the  honour 
of  being,  your  moft  obliged  huft>and,  and  moft 
humble  fervant.  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  XXXIV.      To  Mrs.  Scurlock  *. 

Honoured  Mother,  Oft*  14,  1707. 

I  AM  very  forry  to  find,  by  Mr.  Scifrlock's 
letter,  that  you  keep  your  bed,  which  makes 
me  almoft  in  defpair  of  feeing  you  fo  foon  as  I 
promifed  myfelf. 

I  have  taken  an  houfe  in  Berry*ftreet,   St. 

^    Hiii  wife's  mother. 

James's, 
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James's,  and  beg  your  leave  to  remove  youf 
goods  thither ;  where  I  hope  we  Ihall  live  all 
together  in  the  ftridteft  love  and  friend  (hip. 
Whatever  better  profpedts  your  daughter  might 
well  have  given  herfelf,  from  heir  great  merit  and 
good  qualifies,  I  Ihall  take  care  to  have  it  fajd^ 
that  Ihe  could  not  have  married  more  advanta- 
geoufly  with  regard  to  her  mother,  who  fliall 
always^find  me  her  moft  obedient  fon,  and  moft 
humble  fervant,  ,  Rich.  Steele. 

Your  daughter  gives  her  duty  to  you. 


mm 


LETTER  XXXV.      To  Mrs.  Scurlock. 

Deareft  Being  on  Earth,  0£l.  i6,  1707. 

PARDON  me  if  you  do  not  fee  me  till 
eleven  o'clock,  having  met  a  fchoolfellow 
from  India,  by  whom  I  am  to  be  informed  in 
things  this  night  which  extremely  concern  youf 
obedient  hufband.  Rich.  Steele* 


LETTER  XXXVL    To  Mrs.  Scurlock. 

My,  Deari^  Oa.  22,  1707. 

I^R  AY  fend  word  where  your  landlord  of  thef 
houfe  in  Swallow«ftreet  lives,  that  my 
friend  Col.^Borr  may  treat  with  him  for  the 
houfe*    Your  obedient  hulband,  Righ-Steele, 

LETTER 
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LETTER  XXXVII.    To  Mrs.  Scurlock. 

My  DEARy 
Eight  o'clock,  Fountain  Tavern,  Oft,  22,  1707. 

I  BEG  of  you  not  to  be  uneafy,  for  I  have 
done  a  great  deal  of  bufinefs  to-day  very 
fuccefsfuUy,  and  wait  an  hour  or  two  about  my 
Gazette.     Your  obliged  hufband. 

Rich.  St££le. 


LETTER  XXXVilL    To  Mrs.  ScurlocK. 
My  Dear,  Oft.  28,  1707, 

Charing-crofs,  almofl  Three  in  the  Afternoon. 

I  HAVE  been  detained  all  this  morning  foli- 
citing  fome  bufinefs  between  the  Treafury 
and* our  office ;  and  my  boy  flipping  out  of  the 
way,  I  have  not  had  any  one  to  lend  that  you 
might  not  (lay  dinner.  Mr.  Addifori  does  not 
remove  till  to-morrow,  therefore  I  cannot  think 
of  moving  my  goods  out  of  his  lodgings.  I  am 
come  to  a  tavern  alone. to  eat  a  fteak,  after 
which  I  ftiall  return  to  the  office,  whither  1  de- 
fire  you  would  fend  Will.  I  am  with  the  moft 
tender  afFedtion,  your  obedient  hufband, 

Rich.  Steele. 
Send  by  Will  the  receipt  *. 


•  Sec  Letter  XXXIX. 

LETTER 
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f 

LETTER  XXXIX.  To  Mrs.  Scurlock,  [fen.] 

Honoured  Madam, 

Lord  Sunderland's  Office,  Oft.  28,  1707. 

I  WAS  very  glad  to  find  Ijaft  poft  that  iny 
wife  had  a  letter,  which  informed  her  of  the 
amendment  of  your  health.  She  tells  me  there 
is,  at  the  fame  time,  a  meflage  fent  her,  that  my 
hand  is  required  for  the  payment  of  fome  money 
in  the  country.  I  accordingly  inclofe  fuch  a 
direction  '*,  and,  in  any  thing  that  it  may  bene- 
celfary  to  have  my  concurrence,  you  have  it 
without  referve  ;  for  I  fincerely  rely  upon  your 
prudence  and  goodnefs,  both  in  a(9:ing  for  me, 
and  in  favour  ta  me.  If  you  think  it  convenient 
that  I  do  this  in  a  more  formal  way,  be  pleafed 
to  command,  Madam,  your  moft  obedient  fow, 
and  moft  humble  fervant,'  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  XL.    To  Mrs.  Scurlock,  [fen,J 

Honoured  Madam,  Nov.  4,  I707» 

I  AM  forry  your  indifpofitlon  continues,  and 
keeps  you  in  the  country  ;  I  have  myfelf 
been  under  a  very  fevere  illnefs  for  fome  days, 
but  am   now  almoft   recovered.     This  is  my 


«  Sec  p.  S.  Letter  XXXVIII. 

wife's 
I 
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wife's  birth-day  *,  and  I  am  come  down  flairs 
to  celebrate  it  with  as  much  good-humour  as 
my  prefent  health  will  permit.  Your  health  is 
not  omitted  in  our  chearful  moments,  and  ypur 
company  will  extremely  improve  them.  I  am. 
Madam,  your  mofl  obedient  fon,  and  mofl 
humble  fervant.  Rich.  Steele. 

Your  daughter  has  been  very  ill  till  this  day. 
She  gives  her  duty. 


LETTER  XLI.     To  Mrs.  Scurlock  f. 

*  Honoured  Madam,  Nov.  13  1707. 

I  A  M  very  glad  to  hear,  by  uncle  Scurlock's 
laft  letters,  that  you  have  taken-in  your 
horfes  in  order  to  your  journey,  bince  my  laft 
to  you^  I  have  had  an  affli&ion  which  was  per* 
fedtly  new  to  me ;  a  fit  of  the  gout.  T  am  a 
little  awkward  at  my  crutches,  and  have  been 
not  fo  patient  as  longer  experience  of  this  fort 
of  evil  ufually  makes  us.  Our  new  houfe  will 
be  ready  for  our  goods  next  week ;  and,  as  foon 
as  it  is  fo,  we  will  remove  to  it.  I  am  out  of 
pain,  though  I  cannot  ftir ;  in  the  mean  while 

*  Sec  Letter  I.  note  i. 

+  From  thi^  place,  wherc-ever  a  letter  is  addreiTed  "  To  Mrs. 
"  Scurlock/*  it  will  be  underftood  to  be  the  mosher  of  Mrs, 
(afterwards  Lady)  Steele.  The  XXII  firft  letters,  though  fo 
addrefTedy  are  to  the  daughter.  Letters  XXV.  XXVll.— 
XXXIII.  XJCXV,  XXXVlll.  (being  all  after  marriage)  fliould 
have  been  ^*  To  Mrs.  Steele."  But  this  is  accounted  for  in  the 
iecond  note  on  Letter  XXVL  p.  ^4  and  15,  where,  line  11  from 
^Ihe  bottom,  after  '*  time  and  chance,"  add,  **  or  rather  which 
'*  have  been  indufiriouflyfuppreiTed.'' 

D  your 
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yoor  daughter  Is  dancing  at  the  other  end  rf 
ef  the  room.  She  gives  her  duty  to  you.  I  am 
extremely  obliged  to  my  uncle  Scitrlock  for  his 
'  kind  preicnt,  which  will  be  in  town  ^-morrow 
night.  I  am,  Madiam,  your  moft  obedient  fon^ 
tad  moft  humble  fervant^         Rich.  SiZrXLi* 


LETTER  XLIL    To  Mr^  Scorlock. 

Honoured  Madam, 

Lord  Sunderlaind's  Office,  Nov.  20,  1707. 

MY  wife  fiiewed  me  a  letter  of  the  15th 
from  Mrs.  Pugh,  wherein  there  are  the 
general  complaints  under  which  every  body  at 
prefent  is  fighing,  whofe  concerns  are  wholly  ia 
fend.  Ghearful  and  ingenuous  tempers  may 
agree  fo  well,  and  concert  their  affairs  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  make  iallr  things  eafy.  I  extremely 
long  ta  fee  you  ;  and  hope  to  be  on  my  legs  to 
receive  you,  when  I  firft  do  myfelf  the  honour 
of  kneeling  to  you,  and  telling  how  much  I  am. 
Madam,  your  moft  obedient  fon,  and  moft 
kumble  fervanf.  Rich,  ^tbele* 

My  abfolute  governefs  gives  her  duty  to  yotf. 


I 


LETTER  XLin.    To  Mrs.  Steeli. 

Dear  Ruler,  Dec.  8,  1707^. 

CANNOT  wait  upon  you  to  day  to  Hamp* 
ton-Court,    I  have  the  Weft-Indiaa  bufinefli 

on 


V 
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bn  my  hands  *y  and  find  very  much  to  be  dofie 
before  Thurfday's  poft.  I  Ihall  dine  at  our 
table  at  Court,  where  the  bearer  knows  how  to 
come  to  me  with  any  orders  for  your  obedient 
huiband,  and  moft  humble  fervant. 

Rich.  Stbels* 
My  duty  to  my  mother. 


^'•^i'mmmm^tmtmtittb^iim^mi 


LETTER  XLIV.     To  Mrs.  iSrEBu;* 

My  dear,  dear  Wife,  Dec.  22,  1707. 

IWRlTE  to  let  you  know  I  <ldiiot  come 
home  to  dinner,  being  obliged  to  attend  fome 
bufinefs  abroad,  of  which  I  fliall  give  you  aii  ac- 
count (when  1  fee  you  in  the  evening^,  as  be- 
comes your  dutiful  and  obedient  hufband, 

RlCH^  St££LE# 


Letter  XLV.     To  Mrs.  SriEts. 

1 

t)kAk  Pruej 

Devil  TaVcrnj  Tenlplc-Bar,  Jan.  ^,  1708. 

HAVE  partly  fucceeded  in  my  bufinefs  to- 

day>  and  inclofe  two  guineas  as  earneft  of 

tiiore.*    Dear  Prue>   I  cannot  come  home  to 

dinner.     I  languilh  for  your  welfare,  and  will 

t  The pkuitation  in  Barbados  left  to  Stsblb  by  his  firft  wife. 

D  2  never 
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never  be  a  axxneat  carelefs  more.    Vour  faith- 
fyl  huibaxKly  R»  Steelb. 

Send  me  word  you  have  received  this. 


LETTER  XLV|.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear.  Peue,        Eleven  at  Night,  Jan.  5,  1708* 

I  WAS  going  home  two  hours  ago,  but  was 
met  by  Mr«  Griffith^  who  has  kept  me  ever   ' 
fince  meeting  me  as  he  came  from  Mr.  Lam- 
bert's.   I  will  come  within  a  pint  of  wine. 

Rich.  Steels. 
We  drink  your  health,  and  Mr.  Griffith  is 
your  fervant 


LETTER  XLVIl.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear.  Wife,  Jan.  14,  1708. 

MR.  Edgecomby  Ned  Aih,  and  Mr.  Lum- 
ley,  have  dcfircd  me  to  fit  an  hour  with 
them  at  the  George  in  Pall-Mall,  for  which  I 
defire  your  patience  till  twelve  o'clock,  and  thajt 
you  will  go  to*bed.    I  am  ever  thine, 

Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER 
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XETTER  XLVIIL    To  Mrs.  Steele. 
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Dear  Prub,  Gray*s-Inn,  Feb.  3,  1708. 

IF  the  man  who  has  my  flioemaker*s  bill  calls, 
let  him  be  anfwered,  that  I  fhall  call  on  him 
as  I  come  home.  I  ftay  here  in  order  to  get 
Tonfon  *  to  difcount  a  bill  for  me,  and  Ihall 
dine  with  him  for  that  end.  He  is  expeded  at 
home  every  minute.  Your  itaoft  humble,  obe- 
dient hulband.  Rich.  Steele. 


■Hfcii«aMHm 


LETTER  XJLIX.     To  Mrs.  SxppiE. 

Dear  Wife,  Tjdy.  11,  J7p8. 

HAVING  your abfolute  commands  to  make 
an  end  to-day,  I  ftay  to  dine  with  Mr. 
Tryon  in  order,  thereunto  ^f-.  I  will  be  at  home 
early,  and  defire  you  would  make  much  of  your- 
felf,  which  is  the  greateft  favour  you  can  do  your 
affectionate  hufband,  and  dutiful  fervant, 

RijCH.  Ste,ele. 

*  The  bookfeller,  who  thea  liyed  Sn  Gray.*s-Ion. 

f  This  refers  to  the  bufinefs  of  the  plantation  in  Barbados. 

D3  LETTER 
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,    LETTER  L.    To  Mrs.  Ste^le» 

Dear,  dear  Prue,  Apr.  9,  1708* 

I  HAVE  fent  Dawfon  thirty  poupds,  and  wJU 
nqt  reft  till  1  have  enough  to  difcharge  her. 
In  the  mean  time  1  thought  fit  to  let  you  know 
this,  that  you  mav  fee  I  cannot  forbear  making 
you  acquainted  wiili  any  thing  that  cjqncerns  us, 
without  your  aiking.     Yours  ever. 

Rich.  Steele; 


LETTER  LI.    To  Mrs.  Steele  *, 

Dear  Wife, 

Tennis -Court  CofFee-honfe,  May  5,  1708, 

I  HOPE  I  have  done  this  day  what  will  he 
pleafing  to  you ;  in  the  mean  time  ihall  lie 
this  night  at  a  barber's,  one  Leg,  over  agajinfk 
th6  Devil  tavern  at  Charing-crpfs,  I  ihall  be 
able  to  confront  the  fools  who  wilh  me  uneafy, 
^nd  Ihall  have  the  faiisfad^ion  to  fee  thee  chear-v 
ful  and  at  eafe. 

If  the  printer's  boy  be  at  home,  fend  him  hi- 
ther ;  and  let  Mrs.  Todd  fend  by  the  boy  my 
night-gown,  flippers,  and  clean-linen.  You 
Ihall'hear  from  me  early  in  the  morning* 

*  Dire£led   *^  To  Mrs.  Steele,  at  her  houfc,  the  laft  houfc 
*'  but  two  on  the  left-hand;^  Berry -{Ireet,  St.  James's.'* 

LETTER 
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L£TT£R  LIL     Ta  Mrs.  Stzzlm. 

Djbah  P.^ue,  May  lo,  1708. 

I  DINE  at  the  Gentleman-ulher's  table  at  St. 
James's.  I  have  done  a  great  deal  of  bu|h 
oafs  tkis  qfiormog.  Pray  (end  Richaurd  to  me  a$ 
loQQ  as  he  has  dined.     Youcs  ever, 

Rica.  St££L£#. 


LETTER  LIJL      To  Mrs.  St^:e,l^. 

Deau  Prue,  May  19,  1708, 

Lord  Sunderland's  Office,  Eleven  o'Clock* 

IDESI^S  <rf  you  to  get  the  coach  ^nd  yoqr^ 
^If  ready  as  foon  4$  you  can  conveniently, 
mid  call  for  me  here^  from  whence  we  will  go 
and  fpend  fome  time  together  in  the  frefii  ajir  in 
free  conferenoe.  Let  my  beft  periwig  he  put  in 
the  coach-boz,  and  my  oew  (hoes,  for  ^t  is  i^ 
{comfart  to  be  well-drefled  in  agreeable  com- 
pany. You  are  vital  life  to  your  obliged,  af- 
fyStiQmt&  huiband^  and  humble  feryant, 

Ri<:i|.  Steele^ 


P4  LETTER 


40     STEELE'S    LETTERS 


LETTER  LIV.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Mv  Dear  Prub,  May  24,  i7o8» 

St,  James*s,  Gentlenuh-alher's  Table. 

I  CANNOT  dine  at  home,  but  am  in  haftc  to 
fpeak  with  one  about  buiinefs  of  moment* 
Dear  Pnie,  be  chearful,  for  I  am  in  purfuit  of 
what  will  be  good  news  to  yqu.  I  am^  your 
molt  affe&ionate^  obliged  huiband^ 

Rich.  Steele* 
Think  of  going  with  me  in  the  afternoon. 


LETTER  LV.     To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue, 

Lord  Sunderland*s  OfGce,  May  24,  lyoS* 

I  BEG  the  favour  of  you  to  put  my  night- 
gown^  flippers^  a  clean  fhirt,  and  cravat,  into 
.  the  coach-box^  and  make  my  apology  to  my 
mother  for  flaying  out  to-night.  We  (hall  be 
back  to  morrow  evening.  To-morrow  fhall  be 
fpent  in  free  conference  between  you  and  me  at 
Mrs.  Bradihaw's.  Give  ftriA  orders  to  Mrs. Watts 
about  her  care  and  attendance  on  my  mother* 
I  am  taking  pains  in  removing  into  my  new  of- 
fice.   1  am,  your  moit  obedient  hufband^ 

Rich.  Steele. 

I  love 


\ 


To    Mr$,    STEELE.  4, 

I  lofVe  the  country  moft  mightily,  indeed  I 
do ;  fo  you  fay^  fo  I  think.  Who  are  you  i  I 
am  true.    I  am .  •  • . « .  ^ 


LETTER  LVL     To  Mre.  Steels. 

Dear  Prue,  June.  5,  1708. 

WHAT  you  would  have  me  do  I  know 
not.  All  that  my  fortune  will  compais 
you  fliall  always  enjoy,  and  have  nobody  near 
you  that  you  do  not  like,  except  1  am  myfelf 
difapproved  by  you  for  being  devotedly  your 
obedient  hufband,  Rich.  Steele. 

I  ihall  not  come  home  till  night. 


LETTER  LVH.     To  Mrs.  Steele. 

.    Dear  Prue,  June  7,  1708.* 

I  INCLOSE  to  you  a  giiinea  for  your  pocket. 
I  dine  with  Lord  Halifax. 
I  wifli  I  knew  how  to  court  you  into  good- 
humour  ;  for  two  or  three  quarrels  more  will 
difpatch  me  quite.  If  you  have  any  love  for 
me,  believe  1  am  always  purfuiug  our  mutual 
good«  Pray  coniidtr  that  all  my  little  fortune 
Is  to  [be]  fettled  this  month,  and  that  I  have  in- 
advertently made  myfelf  liable  to  impatient 
people,  who  take  all  advantages^   If  you  have 

^  So  the  Original. 

[not] 
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f notj  patience,  I  fliaU  tranfaft  my  hufinefs 
fa&ly,  and  lofe  a  very  gceat  fum  to  quicken  tWe 
time  of  your  being  rid  of  all  people  you  do  not 
like.    Yours  ever,  Rich.  SxEEi^Bt* 


LETTER  LVIII-    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Pear  Prue,  June  ix,  170S. 

I  CANNOT  dine  with  you  to-day,  but  (hall, 
I  hope,  be  able  to  wait  upon  you  at  five  p  •- 
clock,  or  a  little  after.    Your  mod  obedient 

huP)and,  '  ElCH.^TEEJLE, 


LETTER  LIX.     To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Wife,  Aug.  ii,  1708. 

I  HAVE  ordered  Richard  to  take  yourdi- 
redtion^,  whether  you  will  have  the  chariot: 
with  two  or  four  horfes  to  fet  you  aad  your 
friend  down  at  your  houfe  at  Hampton-Coiirt  ^, 
Watts  is  gone  over  the  wafer,  and  fays  ihe  has 
your  commands  tp  follow  in  the  llaM-qoach.  I 
&aU  make  it  the  buiinefs  of  my  life  ro  make  you 
leafy  and  happy.     Cpnfult  your  cool  thoughts, 

*  This  houfe  is  not  ipeptioned  in  any  of  the  forxtier 
letters;  fee  the  Dedication  to  Tat.  vol.  IV.  and  note.  It 
feems  to  have  been  gone  into  fonie  tirae  between  June  iiijand 
Aug.  119  1708  ;  but  it  might  have  been  built  and  furnilhed  be« 
foie.  -         *"' 

and 


WM 
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tnd  you  will  know  that  k  is  the  gbry  of  a  wo* 
man  to  be  her  hulband's  friend  and  companion^ 
and  not  his  fovereign  diredor.  I  am,  with 
truth,  finccrity,  and  tendernefs,  ever  your  faith«« 
ful  hufband.  Rich.  Steele* 

Pray  let  the  gardener  put  the  place  in  order. 


LETTER  LX.     To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Madam,  Aug,  la,  1708, 

I  HAVE  your  letter,  wherein  you  let  me 
know,  that  the  little  difpute  we  have  had  is 
far  from  being  a  troufele  to  you ;  nevcrthelefs,  I 
affure  you,  any  difturbance  between  us  is  the 
greateft  affli^Sion  to  me  imaginable.  You  talk 
of  the  judgement  of  the  world ;  I  fliall  never 
govern  my  adtions  by  it,  but  by  the  rules  of 
morality  and  right  reafon*  ]  love  you  better 
than  the  light  of  my  eyes,  or  the  life-blood  in 
my  heart ;  but,  when  I  have  let  you  know  that, 
you  are  alfo  to  underiftand,  that  neither  my  fight 
fliall  be  fa' far  inchanted,  or  my  afiedion  fo 
much  matter  of  me,  as  to  make  me  forget  our 
common  intereft.  To  attend  my  bufinefs  as  I 
ought,  and  improve  my  fortune,  it  is  neceflary 
that  my  time  and  my  will  ihould  be  under  no 
dire&icm  but  my  own.  Pray  give  my  mpft 
humble  fervice  to  Mrs.  Binns.    I  write  all  this 

rather 
3 
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rather  to  explain  my  own  thoughts  to  you  than 
anfwer  your  letter  diftindly.  I  inclofe  it  to 
you,  that,  upon  fecond  thoughts^  you  may  fee 
the  difrefpedtful  manner  in  which  you  treat  your 
affe6li<mate^  faithful  hufband^     Rich.  Steele. 


mm 


LETTER  LXr.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Madam,  Apg»  ij^  1708. 

I  HOPE  this  will  find  you  in  good  health,  as 
I  am  at  this  prefent  writing,  thanks  be  to 
God  for  it. 

I  have  not  only  rebelled  againft  you,  but  all 
the  reft  of  my  governors,  from  yourfelf,  whom 
I  acknowledge  to  have  the  right  of  partnerfhip, 
to  the  loweft  perfon  who  had  to  do  with  me.  I 
kave  a  very  juft  fenfe  of  your  merit,  and  thinlf, 
ivhen  I  have  put  you  into  the  proper  methods 
which  you  ought  to  follow,  I  ihall  be  the  hap- 
piefi  man  living  in  being  your  moft  afTe&ionate 
huiband,  and  humble  fervant.      Rich.  Steele. 


I 


LETTER  LXn.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

V 

DtAR  Prue,  Aug.  13,  170^9 

Four  ia  the  Aftemooni 

SEND   you  fome  tea,  which  I  doubt  not 

but  you  will  find  is  very  good.    I  am  ypujr 

I  very 


r 
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very  aSedtionate  hufband^   and  moft  humble 
fervant,  Rich.  Steele. 

V 

This  is  my  fecond  letter  to-day. 


LETTER  LXIII.     To  Mrs.  Steele, 

Dear  Prub, 

Monday  Mornings  Aug.  16)  1708. 

I  HOPE  you  have  compofed  your  mind,  and 
are  convinced  that  the  methods  I  have  taken 
were  abfolutely  ncceffary  for  our  mutual  good. 
I  do  affure  you,  there  is  not  that  thing  on  earth, 
except  my  honour,  and  that  dignity  which 
every  man  who  lives  in  the  world  muft  prefervc 
to  himfelf,  which  I  am  not  ready  to  facrifice  to 
your  will  and  inclination. 

I,  dined  yefterday  with  my  Lord  Halifax, 
where  the  beauties  in  the  garden  were  drunk  to* 
I  have  fettled  a  great  deal  bf  bufinefs  withia 
thefe  few  days,  of  all  which  I  will  give  you  aa 
account  when  we  meet.  I  am  with  the  mofl: 
fincere  afFedtion,  your  obliged  hulband, 

Rich.  Steele. 

I  fent  you  fome  tea  on  Friday  laft.    My  moft 
humble  fervice  to  Mrs.  Binns. 


LETTER 
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LETTER  LXIV.    To  Mrs.  iSTEELt. 

Dear.  Prue,  Aug.  i8,  1708. 

IH  AV  E  your  letter ;  and  all  the  great  feVe«* 
rity  you  complain  of  is,  that  you  have  a 
hufband  who  loves  you  better  than  his  life,  who 
has  a  great  deal  of  troublefome  bufinefs,  out  of 
the  [fatigue]  of  which  he  removes  the  deareft 
thing  alive.  Youts  faithfully,  in  fpite  of  your* 
felf^  Rich*  Steels. 


l^ETTER  LXV.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Aug.  20,  lyoS* 

YOURS  by  penny-poft  came  to  my  hands 
but  juft  now.  You  extremely  miftake 
m^,  in  believing  me  capable  of  any  cruelty  ot 
unkindnefs  to  you.  I  fcorn  that  any  mail  living 
fliould  have  more  honour  and  regard  to  his  wife 
than  myfelf.  You  fpeak  with  heat  to  me,  but 
1  will  not  anfwer  you  in  that  ftyle,  but  make  it 
my  utmoft  aim  td  make  you  eafy  and  happy,  to 
which  you*  nothing  but  doing  me  the  juftice  to 
believe  me,  with  all  the  attention  imaginable, 
your  faithful  hufband.  Rich*  Steele^ 

I  have  paid  Mr.  Addifon  the  whole  thoufand 
found  "f,  and  have  fettled  every  man's  payment 

*  So  the  Original. 

t  Sec  DwHcttion  to  NfiW  Tat.  vol.  JV.  ilnd  w/a 

except 
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except  one,  which  I  hope  to  pcrfcfl:  to-morrow, 
Defmaifeaux*  is  gone  to  the  Bath  for  his  health. 
I  inclpfe  a  guinea  and  a  half,  and  will  fend 
more  to-morrow  or  Monday,  if  I  do  not  come 
myfelf. — I  am  Mrs.  Binn's  fervant. 


LETTER  LXVI.     To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prubj  Aug.  21,  1708. 

I  HOPE  this  will  find  you  in  good  health,  as 
I  am  at  this  prefent  writing.  I  defign  when 
1  come  down  to  let  Kerwin  ride  your  little  horic 
to  Hampton-Court,  where  I  think  to  leave  him 
at  grafs ;  for  he  cofts  ^ve  Jhillings  a  week  in 
town.  There  is  no  manner  of  news  in  town; 
and  I  fend  this  without  any  other  bufinefs  than 
to  repeat  to  you  that  I  am  your  afFeftionatc 
faithful  hufband,  and  moft  humble  fervant. 

Rich.  STEELEt 

*  Pern  1>cfmaifeaux,  fecrctary  of  the  Royal  Society  of  loQ- 
Hthy  was  the  fon  of  a  Fucnch  Proteftant  minifter,  and  born  at 
Anvergne  in  t666.  He  retired  early^  probably  as  a  refugee^ 
into  Enghnid  -,  and  died  there  in  1745.  ^^  ^^^  intin^ate  coa- 
jicxions  \vith  St.  Evreinond  and  Bayle.  He  gave  a  handfomv 
edition  of  the  works  of  the  former,  in  3  vols.  410,  with  a  life  of 
the  author  prefixed  :  and  he  drew  up  the  life  of  the  latter,  which 
was  printed  before  the  edition  of  his  **  Di£tionary"  in  1730,  and 
fiparately  at  the  Hague,  173x9  %  vols.  ixmo.  He  publifhed 
alfoy  the  fame  year,  the  "  Mifcellaneous  Works  of  Bayle,"  irk 
4  vols.  foi.  He  was  the  editor  of  other  things ;  and  whatever 
he  publiflied,  he  always  accompanied  with  remarks,  full  of  li- 
terary Anecdotes.  He  was  very  exa£l  and  curious  in  his  ac- 
counts y  but  fomewhat  prolix  and  tedious,  by  running  out  into 
to«  mitclk  derail  and  mmate  di(cuiIioos» 

LETTER 
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LETTER  LXVIL     Td  Mrs.  SteeIb. 

DtAK  pRUE,  Aug;.  23*,  1768. 

I  HAVE  your  letter,  and  will  take  care  to  do 
as  you  defire  in  every  particular  of  it.  I 
hope,  in  the  mean  time,  the  cook's  huiband  may 
go  of  errands  till  the  fervant  comes  down.  I 
am^  your  affeftionate  and  faithful  huiband, 

Rich.  Steele. 
My  moil  humble  fervice  to  Mrs.  Binns. 


LETTER  LXVIIL     To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Aug.  28,  1708. 

THE  afternoon  coach  ihall  bring  you  ten 
pounds.  Your  letter  ihews  you  are  paf- 
fionately  in  love  with  mc.  But  we  muil  take 
our  portion  of  life  as  it  runs  without  repining; 
and  i  confider  that  good-nature,  added  to  that 
beautiful  form  God  has  given  you,  would  make 
an  happinefs  too  great  for  human  life.  Your 
mbft  obliged  huiband,  and  moil  humble  fer- 
vant^  Kick.  Steele. 


LETTER 
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LETTER  LXIX.     To  Mrs.  Steele, 

Dear  Prue,  Aug.  28,  1708. 

I  SEND  you  with  this  ten  pounds,  and  fliould 
come  to  fee  you,  as  ungodly  as  you  are,  but 
that  a  mail  is  every  moment  expedted,  as  you 
may  gather  from  reading  the  laft  Gazette,  which 
I  inclofe,  and  am,  dear,  dear  Prue,  fincerely 
your  fond  hufband.  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  LXX.     To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Aug.  30,  i7o8. 

I  SENT  ten  pounds,  by  the  afternoon  coach 
of  Saturday,  and  hope  you  received  it  lafe. 
The  manner  in  which  you  write  to  me  might 
perhaps  to  another  look  like  negledt  and  want  of 
love ;  but  I  will  not  underftand  it  lb,  but  take  it 
to  be  only  the  uneafineis  of  a  doating  fondnefs, 
which  cannot  bear  my  abfence  without  difdain. 

I  hope  we  Ihall  never  be  fo  long  afunder 
more,  for  it  is  not  in  your  power  to  make  me 
otherwife  than  your  affedionate,  faithful,  and 
tender  huiband.  Rich.  Steele. 


E  LETTER 
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I 

LETTER  LXXL    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Pruf,  Whitehall,  Sept.  4,  1708. 

YOU  will  receive  by  Watts  fome  wine.  I 
had  not  the  good  fortune  to  fe6  her,  be- 
caufe  I  lay  laft  night  at  Addifon's,  and  (he  was 
in  haftc  for  fear  of  lofing  her  tide  to-day,  there- 
fore could  not  ftay  till  I  came  to  the  office  out 
of  the  city. 

I  did  not  receive  your  letter  writ  on  Sunday 
till  Wednefday  night.  You  may  think  what 
you  pleafe ;  but  I  know  you  have  the  beft  huf» 
band  in  the  world  in  your  moft  afFeftionate,- 
faithful,  humble  fervant,  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  LXXII.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Sept.  8,  1708, 

Two,  Afternoon,  Sandy-end# 

HAVING  reached  London  about  eleven, 
difpatched  what  was  further  neceflary  af- 
ter what  papers  Mr*  Addifon  had  before  fent  to 
the  prefs,  I  am  juft  now  arrived  here  to  dinner* 
You  defire  me  to  make  fubrryffions  in  my 
cpiftles,  which  1  think  is  not  to  be  infifted  upon  ; 
but,  if  acknowledgements  will  fatisfy  you,  I  can- 
not but  own  to  you,  what  you  too  well  know, 
that  you  have  a  power  almoft  fovereign  over 

your 
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your  moil  enamoured  hufband^  and  humble  fer- 
vant.  Rich.  Steele. 

Mr.  Addifon  is  your  humble  fervant. 


LETTER  LXXIIL    To  Mrs.  Steele.       ^ 

Dear  Prue,  Seven  in  the  Morning,  Sept.  9, 1708. 

I  AM  going  this  morning  to  vifit  Mr.  Sartre* 
at  his  country- houfe,  to  which  place  Mr. 
Addifon  conveys  me  in  coach  and  four. 

Mr.  Clay  -f*,  who  is  now  at  Thiftleworth,  will 
not  be  in  town  till  to-morrow,  and  I  want  to 
confult  him  in  fome  difpatches  I  am  making  for 
the  Weft-Indies. 

I  am  Mrs.  Binns's  humble  fervant ;  and  your 
moft  affedionate,  obedient  hufband^ 

Rich.  Steele. 
My  fervice  to  Ally. 


*  James  Sartr6»  M.  A.  formerly  minifter  at  Montpelier,  and 
prebendary  of  Weftminfter,  from  May  17,  1688,  till  his  death* 
Sept.  59  1713.  Swift,  in  his  Journal  to  Stella,  0&.  25,  1710, 
fays,  *'  I  dined  to-day  with  Mr.  Addifon  and  Steele,  and  a 
**  fifter  of  Mr.  Addifon,  who  is  married  to  one  Monf.  Sanre,  a 
**  Frenchman,  prebendary  of  Weflminft^r,  who  has  a  delicious 
*■  houfe  and  gardeps ;  yet  I  thought  it  was  a  fort  of  monaAic 
'*  life  in  thofe  cloifters,  and  I  liked  Laracor  better.  Addifon's 
'*  fiiler  is  a  fort  of  wit,  very  like  him.  I  was  not  fond  of  her.'* 
This  lady  was  afterwards  married  to  Daniel  Combs,  efq. 

f  Afterwards  one  of  Stej!.L£'s  coadjutors  in  the  Spscta* 
TOi^    Some  account  of  him  will  be  eilecmed  a  favour. 

Ea  LETTER 
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LETTER  LXXIV.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Sept.  13,  1708. 

I  WRITE  to  you  in  obedience  to  what  you 
prdered  me ;  but  there  are  not  words  to  ex- 
prefs  the  tendernefs  I  have  for  you.  Love  is 
too  harih  a  word  for  it ;  but  if  you  knew  how 
my  heart  akes  when  you  fpeak  an  unkind  word 
to  me,  and  fprings  with  joy  when  you  fmiie  up- 
on me,  I  am  fure  you  would  place  your  glory 
rather  in  preferving  my  happinefs  like  a  good 
wife,  than  tprmenting  me  like  a  peevilh  beau- 
ty. Good  Prue,  write  me  word  you  Ihall  be 
overjoyed  at  my  return  to  you,  and  pity  the 
aukward  figure  I  make  when  I  pretend  to  refift 
you,  by  complying  always  with  the  reafonablc 
demands  of  your  enamoured  hufband, 

Rich.  Steele. 
p.  S.  I  am  Mrs.  Binns's  fervant. 


v-mmmmmmmi^mmmm 


LETTER  LXXV.     To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Sept.  14,  1708* 

I  FEAR  I  ihall  not  be  fo  happy  as  to  fee  you 
till  Thurfday,  having  feme  bufinefs  which 
keeps  me  in  town.  I  ihall  to-day  viiit  my  mo- 
ther, in  order  to  difcourfe  about  proper  methods 

for 
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for  paying  off,  or  laying  the  debt  on  your  eftate 
into,  one  hand.  I  hope  God  will  blefs  my  fincere 
endeavours,  fo  as  that  we  may  live  without  the 
cares  of  this  life,  with  a  chearful  profpedt  of  a 
better.  It  is  m^no  one's  power  but  Prue's  to 
make  me  conftant  in  fuch  a  regular  courfe. 
Therefore  will  not  doubt  but  you  will  be  very 
good-humoured,  and  be  a  conftant  feaft  to  your 
aftedionate  huiband.  Rich.  Steele. 

My  obedient  fervice  to  Mrs,  Binns. 


LETTER  LXXVI.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,     * 

Five  in  the  Evening,  Sept.  19,  J708. 

I  SEND  you  feven  pennyworth  of  walnuts 
at  five  a  penny,  which  is  the  greatcft  proof 
I  can  give  you  at  prefent  of  my  being,  with  my 
whole  heart,  yours.  Rich.  Steele. 

The  little  horfe  comes  back  with  the  boy, 
who  returns  with  him  for  me  on  Wednefday 
evening ;  in  the  mean  time,  I  believe,  it  will  be 
well  that  he  runs  in  the  Park. 

I  am  Mrs.  Binns*s  fervant. 

Since  I  writ  this  I  came  to  the  place  where 
the  boy  was  ordered  with  the  Jborfes ;  and,  not 
finding,  him,  fent  this  bearer,  left  you  ihould  be 
in  fears,  the  boy  not  returning. 

P.  S,  There  are  but  29  walnuts. 

E3  LETTER 
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LETTER  LXXVIL     To  Mrs.  Steele.      ' 

Dear  ^'rue,  ^  Sept.  20,  1708. 

IF  a  fervant  Lknt  laft  night  got  to  Hamptoa* 
court,  you  received  zg  walnuts  and  a  letter 
from  me.  I  inclofe  the  Gazette,.  ai>d  am,  with 
all  my  foul,  yow  pa/fionate  lover,  and  faithful 
hulband.  Rich.  Steele. 

Since  I  writ  the  above,  I  haye  found  half  an 
hundred  more  of  walnuts,  which  I  fend  herewith. 
My  feryice  to  Binns. 


LETTER  LXXVIII.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear,  dear  Prue,  Sept.  21,  i*fo$. 

YOUR  pretty  letter,  with  fo  much  goodw 
nature  and  kindnefs,  which  I  received 
yefterday,  is  a  perfect  pleafure  to  rrie.  I  am  at 
prefent  very  much  out  of  humour  upon  another 
account,  Tryon  having  put  off  the  payment  of 
my  yool.  which  I  ought  to  have  received  yef-, 
terday,  till  further  time.  But  I  hope,  when  Mr* 
Clay  comes  to  town  to-morrow,  he  will  fee  me 
juftified.  I  am,  with  the  tendereft  afFedion, 
ever  yours,  Rich.  Steele* 


LETTER 
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LETTER  LXXIX.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 
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Dear  Peue,  Sandy-end,  Sept.  22,  1708. 

AFTER  being  very  bufy  all  this  day,  I  am 
come  hither  to  dinner  with  Mr.  Addifon 
and  Mr.  Clay,  who  are  your  fervants ;  and  I 
take  this  time  from  eating,  while  others  are 
bufy  at  it  j^t  the  table.  Yoyrs,  yours,  ever, 
ever.  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  LXXX,      To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Sept.  27,  1708, 

Monday,  Seven  at  Night. 

YPU  fee  that  you  are  obeyed  in  every 
thing,  and  that  I  write  over-night  for  the 
day  following.  I  fhall  now  in  eameft,  by  Mr. 
Clay's  good  conduct,  manage  my  bufinefs  with 
that  method  as  ihall  make  me  eafy.  The  news, 
I  am  told,  you  had  laft  night,  of  the  taking  of 
Lille,  does  not  prove  true ;  b^at  I  hope  we  Ihall 
have  it  foon.  i  Ihall  fend  by  to-morrow's  coach. 
I  am,  dear  Prue,  a  little  in  drink,  but  at  all 
times  your  faithful  hulband^      Rich.  Steele. 


E-4  LETTER 
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LETTER  LXXXr.     To  Mrs.  Steele. 

t 

Dear  Prue,  Sept.  28,  1708, 

Secretary's  Office,  between  Six  and  Seven  at. Night. 

I  THOUGHT  it  better  to  iBclofe  this  thus, 
than  to  diredt  to  fma.l  a  fum  to  you.  I  have 
but  half  as  much  left  in  my  pocket,  but  Ihall 
be  much  richer  on  Thurfday  morning. 

My  dear  wife,  it  is  not  to  be  imagined  by 
you  the  tender  al;^ings  my  heart  is  frequently 
touched  with  when'  1  think  of  vou. 

Mr,  Clay  has  fhown  himfelt  atnan  of  addrefs 
in  fettling  my  affairs,  in  fpite  of  the  tricks  and 
artifices  of  thofe  I  have  to  deal  with. 

I  recommend  thee,  my  heart's  defire,  to  the 
good  God  who  made  thee  that  amiable  creature 
thou  art,  to  keep  th^c  fafe  and  happy.  My  fer- 
vice  to  your  companion  Binns.  I  am,  your  de- 
voted, affedionate  hufband,  and  humble  fervant. 

Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  LXXXIl.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Half-hour  after  Ten,  Sept.  28, 1708. 

IT  being  three  hours  fince  I  writ  to  you,  I 
fend  this  to  affure  you  I  am  now  going  very 
foberly  to-bed,  and  that  you  Ihall  be  the  laft  thing 
in  my  thoughts  to-night,  as  well  as  the  firft  to- 
morrow 
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sorrow  morning;  •  I  am,  with  the  utmoft  fond- 
nefs,  your  faithful  hufband,         Rich.  Steel]^ 


LETTER  J^XXXld.     Tp.Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  P^ue^.  Oft.  2,  1708. 

St.  Jan^ies's  Coffee-houfe,  Eight  in  the  Morning, 

MR,  GERVASE*  going  this  morning  to 
Hampton-court,  i  defire  him  to  throw 
this  over  our  wall.  I  have  rtiuch  difficulty  to 
accomplilh  every  thing  neceffary  to  be  done 
here,  which  makes,  me  fear  I  cannot  come^  liU 
Tuefday  noon.  If  it  pleafes  God  that  I  can  be 
fo  happy  as  to  live  chearfuUy  ^yith  thee,  and  ia 
thy  favour,  it  is  the  utmoft  of  good  can  arrive 
to,  dear  Prue,  eternally  thine,'    Rich.  Steele. 


«<  »^ 


LETTER  LXXXIV.      To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Wife,  Oft  5,  1708, 

Berry-ftreet,  Seven  at  Night. 

I  SEND  this  to  beg  pardon  for  hot  coming 
to-night,  but  I  have  fome  good  glimpfe  in 
my  affairs  ;  and,  if  I  do  not  fail  to-morrow,  we 
fhall  be  out  of  .difficulties  hereafter.  I  come 
into  waiting  on  the  Prince 'f  to-morrow,  and 

*  Mr.  Jcrvas,  probably,  the  famous  painter, 

i  He  was  gcntlcman-^uflier  to  the  Prince  of  Denmark.  Sec  p.  64. 

am. 
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am,  my  dear  Prue,  yours,  with  the  utmoft  kincF^ 
^fs  and  duty,  Rich^  Steele. 

I  hope  to  fee  you  before  twelve  to-iporrow. 


mm 


lETTER  LXXXV.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

I 

t}£AR  pRUE,  oa.  5, 1708, 

Secretary's  Office,  near  Ten  at  Night. 

I  GOT  to  town  about  fix,  found  all  things 
well,  and  have  juft  difpatched  the  proof*  for 
to-morrow.  I  wilh  you  a  good  night,  and  fliall 
ialways  keep  myfelf  in  a  capacity  of  taking 
the  oaths  that  I  am,  with  the  ftrifteft  fidelity 
and  love,  your  enanioyred  hulband,  and  humblp 
fervant.  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  LXXXVL    Tq  Mrs.  Steele.      ' 

Dear  Prue,  Oft.  7,  1708. 

I  SEND,  diredted  to  Watts,  a  bottle  of  tent. 
You  muft  not  expeft  me  to-night,  but  I 
will  write  by  the  penny-poft.    I  am,  youifs 
faithfully.  Rich.  Steel £• 


♦  Of  the  Gazette. 
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LETTER  LXXXVII.     To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Thurfday,  Oft  7,  1708. 

I  FEAR  I  fliall  not  be  able  to  come  out  of 
town  till  Saturday  morning.     I  am,  my  dear 
creature,  thine  for  ever.  Rich.  Stselb. 


mmm^^mtmmmmm 


LETTER  LXXXVIIl.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

t 

Dear  Prue,  Oft,  8,  1708, 

THIS  brings  you  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of 
bohea,  and  as  much  of  green  tea,  both 
which  Ihope  ypu  wiJl  find  good.  To-morrow 
morning  your  favourite,  Mr.  Addiibn,  and  I, 
fliali  fet  out  for  Hampton  court ;  he  to  meet 
ibme  great  men  there;  I  to  fee  you,  who  am  but 
what  you  make  me.  Yours,  with  the  utmoft 
fondnefs.  Rich.  Steelis* 


LETTER  LXXXX.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Oft.  8,  1708. 

I  WRITE  according  to  order,  and  hope,  be- 
fore  the  receipt  of  this,  you  will  have  had 
the  tea  which  .  fent  by  the  morning-coach.  1 
fhall  be  at  Hampton-court,  God  willing,  before 
twelve  to  morrow.    Your  faithful  hufband. 

Rich.  Steels» 
LETTER 
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,    LETTER  XC.      To  Mrs.  SteeIe, 

.  Dear  Prue,  Wcdnefday,  Oft.  13,  1708, 

Hyde  Park  Corner,  Eight  in  the  Morning. 

THE  bearer  is  one  I  proppfe  to  be  our 
footman.  He  is,  as  you  fee,  very  queer, 
and  fit  for,  what  I  often  heard  you  call  it,  a  tbo^ 
rough  /ervant;  'hcMcs  which,  he  fpeaks  the 
Welch  tongue  fluently,  I  believe  he  will  be  a 
proper  fellow  enough,  for  he  lived  a  great  while 
with  one  Dr.  Price,  an  acquaintance  of  mine,  at 
Richmond.  I  hope  he  will  be  approved  by 
you ;  if  he  is,  the  livery  Ihall  be  fitted  forfhis 
fliape  again  ft  the  time  that  he  and  I  can  attend 
the  chariot  to  bring  Mrs.  Binns  and  you  to  town, 
which  Ihall  be  done  with  all  fuitable  ceremony. 
In  the  mean  time,  I  am  bufy  about  the  main 
chance.  I  have  ordered  htm  to  be  here  again 
this  evening,  except  you  diredt  other  wife:  I 
hope  I  fliall  fee  you  tomorrow.  I  am,  with 
every  dictate  of  my  affedlions,  and  every  pulfe 
of  my  heart,  dear  Prue,  fincerely  yours, 

Rich.  Steele* 


mam 


LETTER  XCL     To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Thurfday,  Oft.  14,  1708^ 

I  INTENDED    to  have   certainly  gpn?   to 
Hampton-court  to-day  ^  but  the  Weft-Indian 

poll 
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poft  going  on  Saturday,  and  Mr.  Clay  having 
leifurebut  this  day,  I  am  forced  to  prepare  my 
letters  for  his  perufal  before  night.  I  am  in 
hafte,  as  you  fee  by  this  fcribble.  I  am  your 
faithful,  and  mod  affectionate  hufband, 

'  Rich.  Steele, 
I  fhall  obferve  what  you  defire  about  James, 
and  every  thing  elfe. 


LETTER  XCIL    To  Mrs.  Steele* 

D^AR  Prue,  Oa.  14,  1708, 

Berry-ftreet,  Seven  at  Night. 

I  WRIT  to  you  before,  this  day,  by  the  coach, 
and  fend  this  to  tell  you  that  Mr.  Clay  has 
been  here  fince  that,  and  I  find  I  muft  flay  in 
town  this  whole  week  to  attend  my  bufinefs,  or 
leave  fome  things  undone,  which  it  is  as  bad  ta 
do  as  to  negledt  the  whole.  You  may  be  fure, 
if  I  find  I  may  be  fix  or  feven  hours  employed 
where  I  pleafe,  it  Ihail  be  at  Hampton-court* 
Pray  keep  yourfelf  warm,  be  chearful,,  and  be- 
lieve me,  dear  creature,  finccrely  thine. 

Rich*  Steele, 


LETTER 
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LETTER  XCIIIv    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear.  IPruir,  Oft.  i6,  1708; 

ISHOtTLD  have  rid  down  to  Hamptoii* 
court  this  evening,  but  that  I  am  to  be  with 
my  mother  ab6ut  a  mortgage  to  be  made  for 
paying  off  the  bonds  which  ftand  out,  that  wc 
may  be  eafy  on  all  hands.  We  muft  write  this 
night  td  Mr.  Thomas,  for  the  title,  &c* 

The  Queen  comes  next  week  to  Hampton- 
court,  and  ftays  a  fortnight.  I  am,  wifh  my 
whole  heart,  your  faithful  hufband,  # 

Rich,  STEELEt 


mmmt^ 


LETTER  XCIV.     To  Mi-s.  Steele. 

DlEAR  Prue,  0£t.  20,  1708. 

I  HAD  yours  laft  night,  with  ah  inclofed  to 
my  mother,  which  I  do  not  defign  to  deliver. 
You  accufe  me  of  unkindnefs  for  I  cannot  ima- 
giiie  wiiat.  If  you  want  for  any  things  it  is  that 
you  will  not  fupply  yourfelf  with  it,  for  I  very 
regularly  fend  you  wherewithal. 

My  Lord  Chamberlain  is  expeded  this  night 
in  town,  from  whom  I  hope^  for  an  order  for  a 
very  handfome  apartment  in  Whitehall.  As  foon 
as  I  receive  it,  I  will  immediately  remove  into  it, 
where  I  hope  you  will  be  pleafed.     I  am  fure  it 

a  is 
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is  the  uttnofl:  of  my  ambition  to  make  you  foh 
I  am^  your  faithful  and  affedionate  huiband. 

Rich.  Steele* 
My  mother  has  altered  her  mind  about  thf 
mortgage. 

I  think  to  come  down  to-morrow  night,  to  give 
you  an  account  of  every  thing;  in  the  meao 
time,  fend  by  your  countryman  two  guineas* 


LETTER  XCV.    To  Mrs-  Steele. 

Dear  Pr ue.  Oft.  25,  1708. 

IF  you  do  not  hear  of  me  before  three  to- 
morrow afternoon,  believe  I  am  too  fuddled 
to  take  care  to  obferve  your  orders ;  but,  how- 
ever,  know  me  to  be  your  moft- faithful,  affec- 
tionate hufband  and  fervant.     Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  XCVL    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Seven inthe Morning,  Oft.  26,1708. 

I  DESIRE  you  would  put  yourfelf  in  a  readi- 
nefs  to  come  away  on  Thurfday,  on  which 
day  the  coach  {hall  come,  and,  if  I  can,  attended 
by  me.  Mr.  Harrifon,  a  gentleman-uflier  of 
the  privy-chamber,  is  dead ;  the  employment  is 
200 1.  a  year  falary,  and  lool.  perquifites  :  it  is 
a  place  for  life,  and  I  am  putting  in  for  it  this 

incoming 
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morning  with  all  the  force  I  have.  I  fhall  fend 
<lown  inclofed  money  by  to-morrow  morning's  . 
poft,  directed  to  Watts,  You  cannot  imagine 
^e  difficulties  I  am  put  to,  but  I  can  go 
through  any  thing  provided  I  have  the  happinefs 
of  being  efteemed  by  you  as  your  affediionate 
kufband,  and  humble  fervant,  Rich.  Sfeele, 
I  am  very  fick  with  too  much  wine  laft  night. 


LETTER  XCVII.    To  Mrs.  Steele- 

Dear  Wife,  Oft.  28,  1708. 

Kenfington,  Three,  Afternoon. 

I  CAME  hither  according  to  my  [duty],  to 
attend  the  prince  my  mailer  *,  by  whofe 
dead  body  I  fit  while  I  am  writing  this.  He 
departed  this  life  half-an-hour  after  one.  .  I  am 
ordered  to  wait  here,  and  believe  i  ihall  not  be 
relieved  till  to-morrow  morning.  As  foon  as  I 
can  get  to  town,  I  will  difpatch  the  coach  for 
you.  I  am,  my  dear  wife,  your  obliged  huf- 
band,  and  humble  fervant,        Rich.  Steele. 

*  His  Royal  High^cfs  Prince  George  of  Denmark,  her  Bri- 
t!ih  Majefty's  confort,  died  at  ihc  time  here  mentioned,  at  Ken- 
fington, of  an  afthma.  He  was  born  at  Copenf)agen  in  April 
1653,  niarried  the  Princefs  Anne  in  July  1683,  and  was  an  il- 
luTlrious  inftance  of  conjugal  affet^ion  among  the  great.  On  the 
ixth  of  November  his  corpP;  was  brought  from  Kenfington  to 
'^eftminfter,  and,  having  lain  in  (late  in  the  Painted  Chamber 
till  the  13th  of  that  month,  was  privately  interred  in  Weftmin- 
fler-Abbey, 

LETTER 
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LETTER  XCVIIL      To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Wife,        -    Kcnfington,  Oft.  29,  1708. 

I  INCLOSE  all  the  cafli  I  can  well  fpare, 
which  is  four  guineas.  I  writ  you  word  by 
the  penny-poft  laft  nighty  that  1  was  detained 
iiere  to  fit  up  with  the  Prince*^  body  *,  and 
muft  do  fo  every  third  night  till  he  is  interred. 
I  am  ftill  kept  bare,  of  money  by  the  men  I 
have  to  deal  with ;  but,  as  foon  as  I  ci^n  get  to' 
town,  1  will  fend  away  tH6  coach  for  you.  Pleafe 
to  dome  to  Mrs.  Hardrefle's  houfe  in  the  fquare 
at  Kenfingtony  where  it  will  be  convenient  for 
you  to  be,  till  all  things  are  ready  for  oiif  greater 
cafe  in  town.  More  1  cannot  fay  till  we  meet. 
,1  am,  with  the  fincereft  afFe(&:ioti,  your  obliged 
hufband,  and  humble  fervant^  Rich.  Steele. 
Send  the  bearet  back  with  an  account  how 
you  doi    My  fervice  to  Mrs.  Btnns. 


i&^U. 


LETTER  XCIX.     To  Mrs.  BrtEU. 

Dear  Prue,  Almoft  Nine  at  Night,  Oftv  29, 1 708 . 

I  BEG  the  favour  of  you  to  tak6  care  to 
wrap  yourfclf  up  very  warm  for  ybur.  jour- 
ney to-morrow^    The  coachman  has  his  orders  5 

*  Sccvp.  64. — After  the  death  of  the  Prince^,  the  Queeo  bc- 
fiowjed  gnouities  on  ail  his  attendantg.  Of  thig  bounty  Steele'^ 
fortion  was  xool.  ii  yean 

F  a&di 
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and  I  have  agreed  with  him  to  bring  you  to  Ken- 
fington-fquare^  and  carry  Mrs.  Binns  home,  in 
hopes  Ihe  will  difpenfe  with  your  waiting  upon 
her,  and  returning  afterwards  to  your  lodgings. 
I  fliall  take  care  to  have  your  lodgings  fit  for 
your  reception,  and  will  never  omit  any  thing 
in  my  power  to  make  your  hours  agreeable. 
Your  afTe&ionate  hufband.       Rich.  St££Le. 


LETTER  C.     To  Mrs.  Steele,  at  Mrs.  Har- 
dre{Ie*Sy  ia  Kenfington-fquare. 

Mv  DEAR  Wife,  Noy.  io,  1708, 

Bow-ftrect,  Covcnt-garden, 

I  WRITE  this  to  do  my  duty  in  complying 
with  your  defire  of  hearing  from  me  this 
night.  I  am  heartily  tired,  and  go  on  with  hope 
and  perfeverance.  There  is  nothing  troubles 
me  fo  much,  as  the  confideration  that  the  moft 
amiable  and  moft  deferving  of  her  fez  is  obliged 
to  fufFer  all  the  uneafinefs  that  I  do.  But,  my 
dear  life,  be  of  good  comfort,  and  continue  to 
be  the  only  happinefs  of,  dear  Prue,  your  faith- 
ful hufband.  Rich*  Steels. 
You  know  I  muft  come  to-morrow  evening 
to  Kenfington,  but  you  IhalL  hdar  from  me  be« 
fore. 


LETTER 
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LETTER  CI*    To  Mrs.'  Steele. 

Deak  Wife,    Hovife  of  Lords^  Nov.  12,  1708. 

I  SEND  this^  to  defire  you  would  think  of 
coming  to-morrow  to  town ;  there  is  a  room 
at  my  mother's  *,  where  you  may  be  for  a  few 
days.  I  am  to  be  here  till  after  the  funeraU 
You  (hall  have  this  bearer  to  wait  on  you  to 
town  to-morrow,  with  neceffaries  for  yout 
change  of  abode.  I  am»  my  dear  creature,  yout 
moft  enamoured  hufband,  Rich«  Steele* 


.  LETTER  CXL    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Nov.  13,  1708. 

I  SEND  you  all  the  money  I  have,  which  I 
hope  will  bring  you  to  town.  Since  you 
have  an  inclination  to  fee  the  funeral,  I  have 
fpoken  for  a  place  at  the  houfekeeper's  of  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  to  place  you  in,  till  I  can  get 
a  more  convenient  one  for  feeing  the  procef- 
iion ;  and  I  take  it  that  it  will  be  bed  to  be  in 
the  Abbey  itfelf,  for  which  end  you  muft  come 
foon.  I  am  ordered  to  flay  here,  or  ihould  come 
for  you.  Yours,  with  all  my  foul,  R.  Sxbsle* 
The  fleet  is  come  in. 

*  Q^tncyt  Was  Steele's  own  romher  aKte  at  this  tiine> 
%ho  was  ibe  >  and  where  did  ihe  live }  or  docs  he  iQean  here, 
«kl  Mrs,  Scurlock,  his  wife's  mother  ? 

Fa  LETTER 
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LETTER  CIIL     To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  PruE,       Garter  Tavern,  Nov.  i6,  1708* 

I  A  M  •  ferry  I  cannot  come  to  fit  an  hour  with 
you  to-night^  being  detained  by  bufinefs 
with  !^r.  Hoggins  *,  which  you  know  of.  I 
have  to-day  been  with  Mr.  Tryon,  who  does 
not  now  deny  his  having  efFefts,  but  pretends 
to  complain  of  hard  ufage  in  fuirtg  him.  Within 
a  day  pr  two  I  doubt  not  but  we  ihall  have  our 
money,  which  will  be  the  introdu<Slion  to  that 
life  we  both  pant  after  with  fo  much  earneft- 
nefs.     Your  obliged  huiband,     Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CIV.     To  Mrj.  Sti^ele;  t* 

Dear  Wife,  Nov.  17,  1708. 

HOW  can  you  add  to  my  cares,  by  making 
fo  unjuft  complaints  againft  me  as  in 
yours  of  laft  night  ?  I  take  all  the  pains  imagin.- 
able  to  bring  you  home  to  eafe  and  fatisfadion, 
and  made  a  great  ftep  in  it  yefternight,  which  I 
could  not  had  I  fpent  my  time  elfewhere  than 
where  I  did.  My  dear,  be  chearful,  and  expeft 
a  good  account  of  things  this  evening  from^ 

♦  An  attorney,  probably,  employed  at  rhh  time  by  Mrs. 
Fandeputy  to  recover  from  Steele  fome  arrears  of  rest  for  his 
houfe  in  Berry-ftrcet,  of  which  flie  appears  to  have  been  tfic 
landlady,  and  the  infufferable  brute  in  p.  77.  Steele  mentions, 
p.  70,  his  going  in  queft  of  this  Mr.  Muggins  in  Weflminfler«halL 
'  t  Direaed^  •*  To  MVs.  Steele,  to  be  left  at  Mrs.  ScurIock*» 
<<  lodgings,  JlaA  houfe  kfc^hand  in  BromUy-firnt,  Holborn." 

dear 
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iJear  wife-,    your  moft  affedtionate   and  .moft 
obliged  hulband,  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CV.     To  Mrs.  Steele.  :  , 

.Dear  Wife,  "    Nov.  18,  1708. 

I  AM  going  this  morning  into  the  city,  to 
make  my  demand  of  the  money  long  due 
to  me.  I  Ihall  haften  thence  to  you ;  and  am,  with 
th.e  tcndereft  love,  ever  yours.     Rich.  Steele.  ' 


LETTE;R  CVl.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Wife,  Nov.  26,  1708. 

I  AM,  by  applying  to  my  adverfary  *^,  pre- 
pared for  ending  my  prcfent  calamity ;  but 
was.denied'by  my  fjiead  -f.  1  am^  dear  creature, 
your  conftant,  faithfuj  lover,  and  obliged  huf- 
band^  Rich.  Steele. 

I  am  making .  it  my  bufinefs  to  find  out  Mr. 
Huggips,  in  order  to  withdraw  his  o^cer. 


LETTER  CVIL    Tp  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Wife,  Nov.  28,  1708.* 

TAKE  confidence  in  that  Being  wMo  has 
promifed  protedtioQ  .to  all  the  good  and 

*'  His  landla^^^f^ibly  j  fe^  p.  68, 

f  Aop^soN  fecms  to  be  the  friend  wjjo  |refufed"  to  bail 
Steele  ou  this  diftfefsful  occalion,  or  at  Icafl  ayoided  being 
feen  by  bio^.  v  -         * 

F  3  ....  yirfqaus 
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virtuous  when  afflided,  Mr.  Glover  *  accommo^ 
dates  me  with  the  money,  which  is  to  clear  this 
prefent  forrow,.  this  evening.  I  will  come  to 
Mrs.  Binns's  ^xadlly  at  eight.  I  am  your  moft 
afTediionate  hufband,  and  obedient  fervant. 

Rich,  Steele. 


LETTER  CVIII.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Pear  Wife,  Nov.  30,  i;;o8* 

BE  of  good  chear ;  for  I  find  friendihip 
among  the  loweft,  when  difappointed  by 
the  higheft.  I  have  calkd  at  Mr%  Elderton's  -f*, 
to  keep  things  at  a  (land  till  I  come  to  him  at 
ten  o'clock. 

Dear  creature^  be  chearful,  God  be  your 
(:omfort  and  your  proteQiion,  While  that  is  fa, 
^nd  you  are  fafe,  nothing  can  difturb 

Rich,  Steele^ 


LETTER  CIX.    To  Mrs.  Steele,  at  her  Houfe 

in  Bcrry-ftrcet. , 

Dear  Wifj:,         Ten  o*clock,  Nov.  30,  1708. 

THIS  is  to  acquaint  you,  that  honed  Glo« 
ver*'  has  effe&u^lly  ferved  me.  I  am  now 
in  fearch  of  Mr^^Huggiiis  in  Weftminfter-hall, 
Elder  ton,  without  my  knowledge,  has  alfo  re- 
inoved  the  other  ftorm  tq  fome  diftance,  fo  that 
we  prepare  in  time  to  weather.'    Be  of  gpbd 


V      J 


•  Query,  Who  was  "  honcft  Glover  ?"      / 
*  \  Stcilc's  auorney. 

y  chear; 
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chear ;  God  will  blefs  me^  and  make  me  a  bet- 
ter provider  hereafter  for  my  wife  and  dear 
child  *. .  Yours  ever.  Rich.  Steele* 


LETTER  ex.    To  Mrs.  Steele,  at  Mrs.  Scur- 
lock's  Lodgings,  Bromley-ftreet,  Holbom. 

My  deartWife,  Dec.  6,  1708. 

I  WILL  not  defer  telling  you  that  there  is  a 
thing  in  agitation  that  will  make  me  happy 
at  once.  Your  rival,  A n^,  will  be  re- 
moved ;  and,  if  I  can  fucceed  him  in  his  office^ 
it  will  anfwer  all  purpofes.  This  will  be  de- 
termined before  to-morrow  at  noon.  I  cannot 
fee  Mr.  Glover  till  fix  o'clock.  I  am  your 
faithful,  loving  hufband,  Rich.  Steele. 

Keep  this  to  yourfelf.     I  will  come  to  you  as 
£bon  as  1  have^  dined. 


LETTER  CXL    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Phue,  Dec.  14,  1708, 

Half-hour  after  Five  o'Clock. 

MR.  ADDISON  is  juft  now  gone  to  Lord 
Wharton ;  and  I  wait  his  return,  to  know 
my  own  next  fteps. 

)        *  Perhaps  the  child  bpre  fpoken  of  wa$  Richard,  who  died  in 
his  infancy. 

f  Mr.  i^ddifon,  at  that  time  under-fecretary  of  ilate,  was 
then  on  the  eve  of  being  appointed  Secretary  to  Lord  Whanon, 
tbfi  new  Lord-lieutpoant  of  Ireland.    See  the  next  I^ettcr. 

F4  My 

'  '    /     /♦    «^    //  ,  *     ■    /  r  f  -    « 

'       *  f 
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My  heart  is  as  much  diftvirbed  as  yours  can 
be  on  the  fame  occafion ;  but  this  feafonable 
hope  breaking  in  upon  me  will,  I  hop^,  cure 
all,  and  refrefti  our  fpirits,,  I  wifli  you  would 
come  dire^ly  to  the  garret ;  where  you  can^ 
from  time  to  time,  hear  from  ine  what  paffes 
this  evening. 

I  fenci  this  moment  to  my  mother  j  and  am, 
yours  faithfully.  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CXII.    To  Mrs.  Steele, 

t)EAR  Prue,  Dec.  i8,  1708^ 

MR.  ADDISON  has  engaged  me  about  cxt 
traordinary  bufinefs  all  this- day.     I  hop$ 
I  have  engaged  him  to  take  Defmaifeaux  *. 

1  am  obliged  to  go  to  fupper  where  he  treat? 
j:o-night,  to  help  him  in  doing  the  honours  to 
his  friepd^.    Yours  fenderly,      RicHtfiTEELE^ 


LETTER  CXIIL    To  Mrs.  Stee^e^  Berry-ftreet. 

Dear  Pruje,  Cockpit,  Dec  22,  1708. 

I  DESIRE  you  to  take  a  co^cb,  apd  come  tp 
this  lodgings.     I  am  obliged  to  wait  here- 
abouts.  James  will  find  me  ^t  Mf.  Dehfaye  s-f- 

'^  Sec  Letter  LXVI.  p.  47, 

f  Charles  Delafaye,  efq.  one  of  the  clerks  in  the  fecretary  of 
ftate's  oSicc,  and  afcerwards  himfclf  an  under-fecreur?  of  ftate. 

houfq 
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fcoufe  in  Downing- ftreet,  or  at  the  coffec-houfc, 
Youx%  faithfully.  Rich.  SxEtj-E, 


LETTER  CXIV,    Tp  Mrs.  Steele,  Berry-ftrect. 

My  dear  Wiff,  J^n-  3^'  1708-9. 

I  AM  with  young  Mr.  Tonfon  at  the  Griffin 
tavern,  where  1  Ihall  dipe  on  ^  fcrap,  and 
afterwards  go  tp  Mr.  Longueville  *,  to  appoint 
the  meeting  of  Trypp  to  morrow,  tq  make  a 

^nal  end. 

I  fliall  come  home  before  eight  o'clpclc,  and 

fitn,  ,4ear  creator?,  eternally  yours, 

KiPif.  Ste£i^» 


mmmmmmimmmf^}'^. '.  U'!' 


I 


LETTER  CXV.    To  Mr$.  St^^i.e, 

Dear  Prue,  Feb.  5,  1708-9. 

WA  S  coming  home ;  but  am  indifpenfably 
^  obliged  to  diRg  at  Tunfon's,  where,  after 
pinner,  fome  papers  f  are  to  be  read,  whereof, 
^mong  others,  I  '^m  to  be  a  judge.  I  have  the 
money  for  you  ^nd  the  other  occafions.  This 
abfence,  I  hope,  you  will  excufe  in  your  affee- 
tionate^  faithful,  Dick  Steele. 

*  Of  whom  I  wifli  I  was  able  to  have  given  fome  aecoiint. 
t  QH«>^y»  ^^^^  w^re  thele  ?  He  began  the  Tatle*  on  ^\\t 
fith  of  April  following. 

LETTER 
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LETTER  CXVL    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

My  dear  Wife,  March  2^  1708-9. 

I  INCLOSE  a  guinea,  left  you  fhould  want. 
I  am  refolved  to  do  fomething  cfFeftually  to- 
day with  Tryon;  therefore  do  not  exped  me  at 
dinner. 

My  life  IS  bound  up  in  you.      I  will  be  at 
home  before  fix.  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CXVlL     To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  March  11,  1708-9. 

I  INCLOSE  five  guineas,  but  cannot  come 
home  to  dinner.     Dear  little  woman,  take 
tape  of  tbyfelf,  and, eat  and  drink  chearfully. 

Rich.  Steeli^* 


■        I    I    liM 


LETTER  CXVIII.  To  Mrs.  Steele,  Berry-fircct. 

Dear  Prue,  March  21,  1708-9. 

I  SEND  you  this  by  the  boy  I  have  ^  mind 
to  take,  if  you  like  him.  Things  go  pretty 
well.  I  Ihall  dine  at  court.  If  there  are  any 
letters,  let  the  boy  bring  them  to  me  thither,  at 
the  gcntleman-ulher's  table.  Yours  unreferv-* 
*ltdly,  and  faithfully.  Rich.  Steele. 

LETTER 


To    Mr$.    STEELE.  75 


LETTER  CXIX,    To  Mrs.  Steele,  Berry-ftrcet. 

Dear  Prue,  March  23,  1708-9. 

HAVING  fome  doubt  about  Tilden,  I  dine 
at  courts  and  will  look  into  all  things  he^ 
tween  this  and  fix  o'clock.  The  bearer  is  a  boy 
well  recommended,  wbofe  father  has  been  with 
me,  and  whom  I  approve  (as  I  do  all  other 
things)  as  you  like  him.    Yours  faithfully. 

Rich.  Steele* 


LETTER  CXX.     To  Mrs.  Steele.  ' 

Dear  Prue,  April  19,  17099 

IH  AV  E  been  with  Tryon ;  he  owns  fome 
effects,  which  will  be  of  affiftance  to  me  *.  I 
call  Heaven  to  witnefs,  I  value  nothing  but  as 
you  are  partaker  of  itf  Do  not  caft  yourfelf 
down ;  but  depend  upon  it  that  I  Ihall  bring 
you  homo  what  will  make  things  have  a  chcar- 
ful  afpeft,  and  will  dp  that  may  contribute  to 
your  fatisfad:ion,  which  is  all  the  ambition  of^ 
yours  eternally.  Rich.  Steele* 

^  In  his  Barbados  bulinefs.    See  pp.  37,  68. 


LETTER 
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LETTER  CXXI.    To  Mrs.  Steeli. 

Dearest  Creature,  April  23,  1709. 

THIS,  matter  muft  be  deferred  jtill  fomc 
hour  in  the  evening,  or  to  fome  other  day, 
fori  cannot  have  money  till  after  chapil.  I  amj 
your  faithful^  tender  hufbandj     Rich.  SfEKLE. 


LETTER  CXXII.   To  Mrs.  Steele,  Bcrry-ftreet. 

Dear  Wife,  May  5,  1709. 

I  DESIRE  you  wopld  pluck  up  a  good  fpirit 
if  pofiible,  and  come  in  a  chair,  the  boy  with 
you,  whofliall  find  me  at  the  coffee-houfe  under 
Sc0tlaad-yard  gate,  from  whence  we  will  go  fep 
H  convenient  place.  Do  not  be  dejedted,  if  you 
)ralue  the  life  and  happinefs  of  your  faithful 

•  '        Rich.  Steele, 
J  iqclofe  ten  fhillii^gs. 


•    I 


I 


LETTER  CX2^1I1.    To  Mrs.,  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  May  5,  1709^ 

DESIRE  you  would  gp  to  the  affignation 
between  us.in  Weftminller.   Mr-  Montague* 


*  Wortley  Montagu^e,  £(q.  of  whom  fee  the  new  edition  of  the 
Tatler,  voL  L  p.  xxxiju    . 

has 
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lias  defired  me  to  go  with  him  to  the  Park ; 
after  I  come  from  thence,  I  will  come  to  you 
with  good  news.     Yours  ever,  ever. 

Rich.  Steele* 


LETTER  CXXiV.     To  Mrs.  SteeIe. 

Dear  Wife,  May  5,  1709^ 

I  CANNOT  exprefs  to  you  the.  real  forrovr 
the  inequality  of  my  behaviour  gives  me, 
when  1  refledt  that  1  am  in  paflion  before  the 
beft  of  women.  Dear  Prue,  forgive  me :  I  will 
negleft  nothing  which  may  contribute  to  our 
cafe  together;  and  youlhall  always  find  me  your 
affedionate,  faithful,  and  tender  hufband, 

*   Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CXXV.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 
Dear  Wife,  May  5,  1709. 

THERE  is  no  doubt  but  we  fliall  be  cafy 
and  happy  in  a  few  days.  My  dear  life,  no^ 
thing  troubles  me  forely,  but  the  affront  that  /»- 
fiffferable  brute^  has  put  upon  you,  which  I  Ihall 
find  ways  to  make'her  repent.  I  am,  my  dear 
creature,  entirely  yours,  Rich.  Steele. 

You  fhall  hear  from  me  in  the  morning. 

»  This  fecms  to  have  been  the  landlady  of  the  houfc  la 
Berry-ftrcet ;  to  which  place  the  firrt  of  the  letters  of  this  day's 
aate  is  addrelTcd.     He  took  the  houfe  in  Oft.  1708.    Sec  p.  ag* 

LETTER 


^Mh.    ^/^^ 
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LETTER  CXXVL     To  Mrs*  Steele. 

.  BfiAR  pRUE,  May  7,  fjog* 

I  HAVE  been  wifh  Mr.  Conipton,  and  have 
his  order  to  be  at  the  office,  with  a  requeft 
to  keep  it  very  fecret  that  he 'does  me  this  fa- 
v^Duf,  for  fear  of  his  being  importuned  on  the 
fame  account  by  others  of  the  family  *.  I  am^ 
your  moft  afiedionate  and  tender  hulfl>and^ 

Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CXXVII.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 
Dear  Prue,  May  7,  1709* 

I  AM  juft  drinking  a  pint  of  wine,  and  will 
come  home  forthwith.     1  am  with  Mr.  El- 
liott, fettling  things.    Yours  ever,  ever. 

Rich.  Steele* 


LETTER  CXXVIII.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,    Twelve  o'CIock,  May  28,  1709. 

I  HAVE  received  money,  but  cannot  come 
home  till  about  four  o'clock,  having  appoint- 
ed Mr.  Mills  here  at  Moore's  chambers  at  two 
o'clock.   Yours  ever.  Rich- Steele. 

♦  This  wants  an  explanation;  which  I  confcfs  myfclf  no% 
able  at  prefcni  to  give.  Other  circumftanccs-  may  perhaps  clear 
it  up;  either  by  fhewing  who  Mr.  Compion  was,  what  was  his 
^Cft  what  tbtfavour^  or  what  is  meant  by  tbi  familj.  Mean^ 
t*mc,  let  the  Curious  form  their  awn  conje^lures. 

LETTER 
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LETTER  CXXIX,     To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  June  9,  lyo^^ 

I  PUT  myfelf  to  the  pitin  of  abfence  from 
you  at  dinner,  by  waiting  to  fpeak  with  Sal- 
fceild  ,•  therefore  I  hope  you  will  forgive  mc  foe 
what  I  am  punilhed  in  eommitting. 

Dear  Prue,  I  am,  unrefervediy  and  faithfully^ 
yours.  Rich.  Steelx. 


LETTER  CXXX,     To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,        Savoy,  Nutt's  *,  July  19,  1709. 

I  SEND  this,  to  let  yoii  know  that  I  am  come 
hither,  and  am  obliged  to  difpatch  the  maia 
of  the  bufinefs^  of  this  place  to-night.  At 
foon  as  I  hav6  done,  I  will  come  to  my  deareft 
companion.     I  am  wholly  yours, 

Rich.  Steece. 


LETTER  CXXXL      To  Mrs.  Steele,  at  Mr. 
Sewell's,  in  King-ftreet,   near  Whitehall  Coffee* 
^oufe. 

Dear  Prue,     From  Mr.  Nutt*s,  July  25,  1709. 

IH AV  E  finiflied  the  Gazette  at  the  office; 
and  am  here  ending  the  other  bufinefs:!;^  in 

« 

•  The  well-known  printer. 

f  See  Tatler,  No^44  and  4;,  vol.  It. 

I  Se«  TATJtSK,  N«  46;  Tol«  11.  Aunni^ext^iM 

ordcf 
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order  to  have  the  evening  with  my 'wife  and 
miftrefs  Prue.  Here  is  next  door  a  fellow  that 
makes  old  wigs  new ;  therefore  pray  fend  both 
mine  in  the  bed^chkmber,  by  this  boy,  to  your 
loving,  devoted,  obedient  hiftb^nd, 

JtlicH.  Steele* 


LETTER  CXXXII.     To  Mrs.  Steele,  at  Mr/ 

Se well's,    King  -ftreet . 

DfeAR  pRUE,  \         July  28,  1709. 

IINCLOSE  two  guineas,  and  will  corner 
home  exadly  at  feircn.    Yours  tenderly. 

Rich.  Steele^ 


-i«-k< 


Letter  GXXXIII.  To  Mrs.  Ste£le,  at  her 
Lodging,  oyer  againft  the  King's-head,  in  Dowa^ 
irig-ftrcet. 

Dear  pRufc,  Sept..  25^  1769. 

I  SEND  this,  to  put  thy  tendernefs  at  reft ; 
and  acquaint  you,  that  Mr.  Margate  had 
been  fo  friendly  as  to  take  effeaual  care  before 
be  fjsiw  mc.    I  am,  yours  eternally. 

Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER 
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LETTER  CXXXIV.      To  Mrs.   Steeie,   kft 
Door  but  Two,  Left-hand,  Bcrry-ftrceC 

Dear  Pr  ue,  King's-hcad,  Pall-mall,  Oft.  4, 1709. 

I  HAVE  done  every  thing  effeaually  which 
I  went  about.  Mr.  Hopkins  is  coming  to 
me  hither,  where  we  fhall  ftay  till  a  little  after 
ten.    Yours  faithfully,  R*  Steele. 


s 

LETTER  CXXXV.     To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Wife,  Nov.  ao,  lyog. 

I  HAVE  been  in  great  pain  of  body  and 
mind  fince  I  came  out.  You  are  extremely 
cruel  to  a  generous  nature,  which  has  a  tender- 
nefs  for  you  that  renders  your  leaft  dijhumour 
infupportably  affliding.  After  Ihort  ftarts  of 
paffion,  not  to  be  inclined  to  reconciliation,  is 
what  is  againft  all  rules  of  Cbriftianity  and  juf- 
tice.  When  I  come  home,  I  beg  to  be  kindly 
received,  or  this  will  have  as  ill  an  effed:  upon 
my  fortune,  as  on  my  mind  and  bodyv. 

Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER 
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LETTER  CXXXVI.    To  Mrs,  Steele,  at  Mrs. 
Binns^s  Lodgings  in  Silvcr-ftrcet,  near  Golden-fquareir 

Dear  Wife,  ,    Feb.  15,  1709-10. 

I  BELIEVE  1  am  the  firft  that  ever  rejoiced 
at  the  flight  of  one  he  loved.  After  I  was 
done  writing*^  I  went  up  to  vifit  my  lick 
wife,  and  found  fee  was  herfelf  gone  a-vifiting. 
I  wilh  you  had  given  me  the  pleafure  of  know-, 
ing  you  were  fo  well,  it  would  have  given  what 
I  was  writing  *  a  mpre  lively  turn,  I  am,  your 
afFedlionate,  tender,  obfervant,  and  indulgent 
hufband^  Rich*  St££1£. 


I 


LETTER  CXXXVIL     To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Aput  7,  1710. 

INCLOSE  to  you  a  receipt  for  the  fauce* 
pan  and  fpoon,  and  a  note  of  23 1.  of  Lewis's, 
which  will  make  up  the  50 1.  I  promifcd  for 
your  cnfuing  occafion  -f-. 

I  know  no  happinefs  in  this  life  in  any  degree 

comparable  to  the  pleafure  I  have  in  your  per* 

'V;      .        fon  and  focjety ;  I  only  beg  of  you  to  add  to 

your  other  charms,  a  fearfulnefs  to  fee  a  man 
that  loves  you  in  pain  and  uneafinefs,  to  make 

*  This  was  the  Tatler,  N«  134. 

t  Mrs.  Steele  was  then  pregnant  with  her  firft  child. 

me 


To    Mrs.    STEELE.  83 

me  as  happy  as  if.  is  poffible  to  be  in  this  life. 
Rifing  a  little  in  a  motning^  and  being  difpofed 

to  a  chearfulnefs  * ^  would  not  be  amifs. 

I  am  your  moft  afTedtionate  hufband,  and  obe« 
dient  fervant.  Rich.  Steele. 

There  are  papers  in  the  parlour  window, 
dated  from  Hamburgh  and  other  places^  which 
1  want  'f'. 


LETTER  CXXXVIII.    To  Mrs.  Stebli. 

Dkar  Prub;  May  3,  1716. 

I  SHALL  ftay  at  Tonfdn^s  till  towards  four 
o'clock ;.  forj  having  made  up  this  day  my 
account  with  Nutt ;{;,  I  am  doing  the  fame  here, 
being  refolved  to  underftand  my  affairs,  and 
communicate  them  to  you  /or  your  eafe  and 
convenience  from  this  hour  forward.  Yours 
eternally^  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CXXXIX.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

1 

DfcAR  Prue,  J^'y3»i7io. 

I  SHALL   not  dine  with  you;  but  will  be 
with  you  before  five,  in  order  to  take  the 
air  with  you.    Yours  ever.       Rich.  Steele. 

*  A  few  words  are  here  cut  out. 

t  See  Gazette  of  Saturday,  April  8,  1710. 

J  Printer  of  ihc  Tatler.. 

G  z  LETTER 
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LETTER  CXL.     To  Mr«.  Steele* 

Dear  Wife,  Half-hour aftcrEight,  July 29,^1 71  o» 

IS  TAY  in  town  to-night  very  much  againft 
my  inclination,  having  bufinefs  of  confe- 
quence  with  Mr.  Montague*,  who  goes  out  of 
town  to-morrow  in  order  to  take  a  voyage.  I 
am  yours  entirely.  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CXLL     To  Mrs.  Steele,  at  Mrs. 

* 

Bradlhaw^s,  at  Sandy-end. 

My  Dear,  Aug.  8,  17 10.   * 

Cockpit,  Sacretary*s-ofiicc,  Eight  o'Clock. 

TT  THEN  I  was  gobg  out  of  town,  I  heard 
W  niy  Lord-treafurer-f-  had  this  day  re- 
figned  his  ftafF,  and  was  to  [be  fucceeded}  by 
my  Lord  Halifax.  The  refignation  I  find  con- 
firmed here,  but  others  are  faid  to  fucceed  him. 
I  day  in  town  to-night  to  fee  a  friend,  who  wilt 
be  able  to  give  me  proper  lights  into  the  prefent 
affairs.  Good  night,  dear  Prue,  and  fleep 
pleafed,  for  all  will  do  well ;  for  God  will  blefs 
us.    Your  faithful,  afie&ionate  hufband. 

Rich.  Steele. 

♦  See  Letter  CXXIII. 

t  Lord  Godoiphin.     The  ofEce  \^as  pot  into  commiflioik 
Aug.  10,  and  £ari  Powlet  at  the  headl. 

LETTER 
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J^ETTER  CXLII,  To  Mrs.  Steele,  at  Mrs. 
Bradfhaw's  Houfe  at  Sandy-end,  over  againft  the 
Bull  Alehoufe  in  Fuiham-road* 

Deah  Phue,  Wednefday,  Aug.  9,  1710, 

Berry-ftrcct,  Half-hour  after  Six. 

THOU  art  fuch  a  foolifh  tender  thing,  that 
there  is  no  living  with  thee. 
I  have  broke  my  reft  laft  night,  becaufe  I 
knew  you  would  be  fuch  a  fool  as  not  to  fleep. 
Pray  come  home  by  this  morning's  coach,  if  you 
arc  impatient :  but,  if  you  are  not  here  before 
noon^  I  will  come  down  to  you  in  the  evening  5 
but  I  muft  make  viiits  this  morning,  to  hear 
what  is  doing.     Yours  ever,      Rich«  Steele. 


LETTER  CXLIII.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Cockpit,  Aug.  9,  17 10. 

I  CANNOT  poffibly  come,  expeding  orders 
here^  which  I  mufi  overlook,  and  having 
not  half  done  my  other  bufinefs  at  the  Savoy*. 

Dear  creature,  come  in  the  morning  coach ; 
and,  if  I  can,  I  will  return  with  you  io  the  even- 
ing. Pray  wrap  yourfeif  very  Warm.  Yours 
ever^  Rich.  Steele* 

*  S«c  TatI(£R,  N®  109,  rd.  V, 

G  3  LETTER 
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LETTER  CXLIV.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Aug.  24,  1710, 

Bull-head,  Clare-market. 

I  BEG  of  you  to  meet  your  ^brother  Whig 
Martyn*   and  myfelf  here.     Afk  for  me* 
Yours  faithfully.  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CXLV.     To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Aug.  29,  1710., 

I  AM  doiqg  my  bufinefs^  apd  cannot  come 
home  to  dinner,  but  ftay  to  come  home  more 
chearfully.    Yours,  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CXLVL     Jo  Mrs.  Steele. 

My  dear  Prue,      Vere-ftreet,  Aug.  30,  17 10. 

IF  you  can  be  fo  good  as  to  forgive  all  that 
is  pafled,  you  (hall  [not]  hereafter  know  any 
fuffering  from  indifcretion  or  negligence,  I. 
have  taken  care  of  the  matter  mentioned  in  the 
letter  you  opened  yefterday.  Pray  let  me  know 
how  Lugger  does.  I  am  waiting  Jierei  for  a  third 
perfon,  to  go  and  receive  money.    Martyn  fent 

*  Richard  Martyn,  efq.   one  of  Steeleft  colleagues,  was  a 
CommiifioDer  of  the  Stamp^office. 

an 
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an  excufe  yefterday  that  }^  was  fick,  and  pro* 
mifes  to  come  at  ten  to-day ;  but  I  Ihall  not  wait 
or  depend  on  that^  though  I  dare  fay  he  would 
do  all  he  could*  Your  afie^ionate  and  tender 
iiuijb^nd.  Rich.  Steele* 

Pray  fend  lioen^  for  I  am  to  meet  the  parties 
before  nine. 


LETTER  CXLVII.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

My  Dear^  Aug.  31,  1710. 

I  HAVE  fent  a  meflage  by  Cave  a  little  way 
off;  a$  fqon  as  he  returns  I  will  come  hom^« 
I  Jiave  alnw^  dpne  one  paper  *.    Yours  ever. 

Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CXLVIII.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Oft.  2,  17 10. 

AS  foon  as  you  have  dined,  if  you  pleaie, 
come  to  Nutt's,  where  I  am  gone  for 
hafte  fake  to  difpatch  my  paper^;  and  I  will  go 
from  thence  with  you  to  fee  Dick  X  at  Lambeth. 
Yours  ever.  Rich.  Steele. 

♦  Sec  Tatle&»  N®  219,  Sept.  »,  1710,  vol.  VI. 
+  SeeTATLER,  N»23i,  vol.  VI. 

t  Their  firfl-born  child,  named  RUbiurdi^  who  died  in  bis  in* 
fancy.    See  Letter  CLVII. 

, G4    '         LETTER 
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BETTER  CXLIX.     To  Mr^  ^tzzl^ 

DsAtt  Pr^e,  0€t.  12,  ijio. 

I  DESIRE  you  to  go  to  dinA«r.  Be  chcarful 
and  beautiful^  and  I  will  come  to  you  to 
your  mother's  between  fix  and  feven  this  even- 
ing.    Faithfully  yours.  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CL.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dbah  Prue,  June  2,  1711. 

I  CANNOT  come  home  to  dinner.  I  dine 
with  Tonfon,  at  an  ordinary  near  the  Tem- 
ple, with  Mr.  Addifon  and  another  gentleman. 
A  gentleman  met  me  to-day,  and  acquainted  me 
that  John  had  been  with  him  to  be  hired,  fo 
that  you  will  be  rid  of  him,  and  I  will  pay  him 
when  I  come  home.  I  would  have  you  go  out 
and  divert  yourfelf,  and  believe  1  love  you  bet* 
ter  than  life.     Yours,  Rich.  Steele. 

I  write  from  Mr,  Edward  Lawrence's,  whofc 
fitter  would  be  glad  of  your  company. 


LETTER  CLL    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dbar  Prue,  June  14,  171 1. 

I  AM  obliged  to  gO  with  Mr.  Glanville  to* 
Sir  Harry  FurnaflTe's  *,  and  cannot  be  home 

till 

♦  This  was  Sir  Harry  Farm/if  the  rich  Alderman ;  of  whom 
Swift  fays,  in  "  The  Examiner,**  N*>  40,  "  I  know  a  citizen, 

"  wko 
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till  nine  at  night.    Thank  God,  all  will  now  be 
done.    Your  moft  obedient  iMiiband, 

Rich.'St££le« 
I  "will  come  to  Berry-ftreet  at  nine. 


LETTER  CLII.    To  Mrs.  Steel^. 

Dear  Prue,  June  ai,  I'Jix* 

I  AM  going  about  your  commands,  and  will 
fend  word,  or  come  home  to  dinner.   Yours 
ever^  Rich.  St££L£» 


LETTER  CLIII      To  Mrs.  Steei.1,  laft  Door 
Left-hand,  Bromky-ftreet  ♦  j  or  Berry-ftreet  f. 

June  a?,  17JU 

PRAY,  on  the  receipt  of  tbis^  go  to  Ntne<» 
Elms,  and  I  will  follow  you  within  an 
hour.    Yours,  Rich.  St££L£» 

**  who  adds  or  alters  a  letter  in  his  name  with  every  plumb  he 
f  acquires ;  he  bow  wants  only  the  change  of  a  Towel  to  be  aU 
**  lied  to  a  fovereign  prince  in  Italy  j  and  that»  perhaps,  he  maf 
H  contrive  to  be  done  by  a  flip  of  the  graver  on  his  tomb-ftoae**' 
Me  died  Nov.  30,  171a. 

*  The  lodgings  of  her  mother,  Mfi«  Scnrlock* 

t  Their  own  Mgio|s. 

•  LETTER 
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LETTER  CLIV.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

•'DearPrue,  Jan.  21,  1711-12. 

From  Mr.  Afhurft's  *. 

I  STAY  dinner  here,  but  Ihall  come  honje  as 
foon  as  I  have  3ined. 
In  the  mean  time  I  defire  you  would  order 
Michael  to  carry  the  inclofed  to  Mr.  Gibbs's  -f* 
lodgings^  and  bid  him  afterwards  be  in  the  way 
to  wait  for  fne.     Your  obliged  hulband. 

Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CLV.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Jan.  22,  1711-12. 

GIVE  me  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  with- 
out dunning  for  your  payments ;  for 
Diggie  infifts  upon  paying  butcher  Gibbs,  and 
fettling  two  ot  three  things,  before  my  domeftic 
cpmes.    Yours,  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CLVI.     To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  June  28,  1712. 

I  CANNOT  come  home  till  the  evening.  All. 
is  fafe  and  well.     My  difappointment  has 

♦  Probably  at  Highgatc.    See  Letter  CLXVIIL  p.  95. 
t  A  butcher.    See  next  Letter. 

produced 
I 
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produced  a  good  of  which  you  will  be  glad^  to 
wit,  a  certainty  of  keeping  my  office  *  for  re- 
figning  fo  great  a  profpe&.  I  am,  dear  thing, 
yours  ever.  Rich.  Steele*. 


LETTER  CLVn.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  July  15,  1712. 

I  THANK  you  for  your  kind  billet.  The 
nurfe  ihall  have  money  this  week.  I  faw 
your  fon  Dick  ;  but  he  is  a  peevilh  chit.  You 
cannot  conceive  how  pleafed  T  am  that  I  ihall 
have  the  prettied  houfe  -f  to  receive  the  prcttieft 
woman,  who  is  the  darling  of      Rich.  Steele* 


LETTER  CLVIIL    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  CreaturA,  '        July  24,  1712; 

ALL  you  defire  Ihall  be  done.  I  beg  of 
you  to  compofe  yourfelf ;  for  nothing  elfc 
can  [make]  happy  one  that  doats  on  you  fo 
much  that  be  cannot  hide  it,  though  he  heartily 
wilhes  he  could.     Yours  unchangeably. 

Rich.  Steele.. 

*  He  was  then  a  commiilioner  in  the  Stamp-office. 

f  A  hottfe  in  Blooinibury-fquare.  See  Letters  CLX.  CLXL 
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LETTER  CLIX.     To  Mrs.  Steele- 

Dear  Prue,  Ang.  21, 1713. 

I  BEG  paiidon  that  I  am  to  dine  ,wkh  Mr. 
Montague.    Yours  ever.       Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CLX.    To  Mr«.  Steele,  at  her  Houfc 

in  Bloomftury-fquarc. 

My  DEAk,  DEAR  Wife,  Tucfday,  Sept.  2, 1712. 

I  HAVE  fent  my  man  to  town,  to  carry  a 
letter  of  excufe  to  Mr.  Beranger,  about  go- 
ing out  of  town  with  him.  1  hope  this  will 
find  you  and  your  family  [well]  ;  and  I  will  be 
with  you»  God  willing,  to  morrow  dinner.  Your 
afiedionate^  faithful  hufband.      Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CLXI.     To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dearest  Wife,  Sept.  17^  1712, 

Hampton-court,  Thurfday  Noon. 

THE  fineft  women  in  nature  Ihould  not  de- 
tain me  an  hour  from  you ;  but  you  muft 
Tometimes  fuffer  the  rivallhip  of  the  wifeft  men. 
Lord  Halifi^x  and  Sommers  leave  this  place  af- 
ter dinner ;  and  I  go  to  Watford,  to  (peak  with 
the  Solicitor-general  *,  and  from  thence  come 
diredly  to  Bloomlbury-fquare.  Yours  faith- 
fully.  Rich.  Steele. 

*  Sir  Robert  Raymond;  afterwards,  in  regular  fucceflion. 
Attorney -general,  a  Serjeant  at  Law,  Chief-juflice  of  the  King's 
Benchy  and  a  Commiliioner  of  the  Great  Seal* 

LETTER 
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LETTER  CLXIL    To  Mrs.  Steele. 


n 


Dear  Prue,  Nov.  189  171a. 

I  AM  come  from  a  committee  where  I  have 
[been]  chairman^  and  drunk  too  much.  I 
have  the  head-ach,  and  Ihould  be  glad  you 
would  come  to  me  in  good-humour,  which 
would  always  banifh  any  uneafinePi  of  temper 
fromj  dear  Prue,  your  fond  fool  of  a  hufband. 

Rich*  Steele* 


LETTER  CLXIIL    To  Mrs.  Steele* 

Dear  Prue,  March  28,  17 13. 

1WILL  do  every  thing  you  defire  your  owo 
way.     Yours  ever.  Rich.  Steele. 


I 


LETTER  CLXIV.    To  Mrs,  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  April  22,  1713. 

HAVE  met  with  Doggett*,  and  we  fliall 
fall  into  a  difcourfe  which  will  turn  to  ac« 

count. 


*  Thomas  Doggett,  an  author  and  an  zBtor,  wjbo  had,  not 
long  before  the  date  of  this  letter,  thrown  up  in  difguft  his  office 
of  joint-manager  of  Drury-lane  theatre,  which  he  had  fome  time 
held  with  Wilks  and  Cibber.  By  his  frugality  he  fecured  a 
fufiicient  competence  to  retire  from  the  huiry  of  bufinefs  whiift 
in  the  height  of  hit  reputation.     In  political  principles,  to  u(^ 

the. 
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count.  I  Ihall  dine  with  him  at  fome  eating- 
houfe*  If  you  will  be  exadly  at  five  at  But- 
ton's *,  we  will  go  together  to  the  Park,  or  elfe- 
where,  and  be  with  you  all  night,  if  you  conde- 
fcend  to  take  me  out  of  my  truckle-bed^  Yours 
faithfully.  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CLXV.     To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Nine  in  the  Morning,  May  5, 1713. 

I  HAVE  fent  Will  to  get  a  place  in  the 
coach  for  your  new  maid,  and  am  going  out 
to  vifit  the  company  I  incited  to  Hampton- 
court,  to  know  their  refolution.  Your  maid 
may  be  always  with  the  children.  If  the  ap- 
pomtment  holds^  I  will  fend  Will  alfo  this  after-* 


the  words  of  Steele,  he  was  **  a  whi^  up  to  the  head  and  ears  /' 
and  £q  ftri£Uy  was  he  attached  to  the  interefls  of  the  houfe  of 
Haaov^er,  that  he  never  let  flip  any  occafion  that  prefented  itfelf 
of  deiAonfirating  his  fentiments  in  that  refpeA,  Thje  year  after 
George  I.  came  t6  the  throne,  Doggett  gave  a  waterman's  eoat; 
and  filver  badge,  to  be  rowed  for  by  fix  watermen,  on  the  ift 
day  of  ^uguft,  being  the  an niverfary  of  the  acceilionj  and  at 
his  death  bequeathed  a  certain  fum  of  roone^  the  intefeft  of 
which  was  to  be  appropriated  annually,  for  ever,  to  the  pur* 
chafe  of  a  like  coat  and  badge,  to  be  rowed  for  in  honour  of  the 
day.  The  ceremony  continues  to  be  annually  performed,  ih« 
claimants  fetting  out  on  a  fignal  given  at  that^  time  of  the  tide 
when  the  current  is  (Irongeft  againft  them,  and  rowing  from  the 
Old  Swan  near  London-bridge,  to  the  White  Swan  at  Chelfea. 

*  A  famous  cojOTee^houre  in  the  Garden,  frequented  at  that 
time  by  all  the  wits. 

noon 
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noon  with  further  diredions.  I  value  a  perfoa 
you  are  fond  of  too  much  to  ride  late  in  the 
evening ;  therefore  ihall  fet  out  myielf  early  ia 
the  morning  to-morrow.  Your  obedient  huC> 
band^  Rich.  St££L£« 


LETTER  CLXVI.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Tonfon's,  June  6,  1713- 

I  SHALL  not  come  home  to  dinner ;  but,  if 
you  will  call  here  at  fix  o'clock^  we  will  Cake 
the  air  together.  Yours  more  than  you  can 
imagine^  or  I  exprefs^  Rich«  ST££Lfi. 


LETTER  CLXVIL    To  Mrs,  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  J^^e  io>  i7i> 

I  SEND  herewith  the  copy  of  the  fettlemcnt 
which  lay  at  Froden's,  but  cannot  find  my 
deed  among  his  papers  which  relates  to  Barba* 
dos.  He  himfelf  is  light-headed«  Your  afiec- 
tionate^  obedient^  Rich«  STfiELE*- 


LETTER  CLXVIIL    To  Mrs,  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  June  20>  i^iS* 

TO  keep  things  in  order  from  that  quarter, 
I  am  gone  to  Highgate  to  dinner ;  have 

been 


-.  r^^. 
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beeti  pretty  fuccefsful  this  morning.  Send  fot 
^er^ones  to  keep  you  company.  At  night  we 
will  talk  over  all,  Your  faithful^  afifedionate 
huiband.  Rich.  Steele* 

Since  the  above^  I  have  received  a  moflage 
from  Mr.  Addifon,  who  put  off  the  meeting  with 
Mr.  Aihurft,  and  has  engaged  me  to  meet  fome 
Whig  lords.  In  the  evenings  at  fix^  you  Ihall 
know  where  I  am. 


mtn 


LETTER  CLXIX.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

jDbar  Prue,  July  I,  171  J. 

IF  you  pleafe  to  be  in  a  readinefs  about  one 
o'clock^  I  will  fend  you  word  where  I  Ihall 
be,  to  go  with  you  to  Mr.  Hoole*s  *  to  fee  the 
Entry  ^.  I  have  difcharged  Hugh,  and  have 
his  receipt.  Your  moft  afFeftiohate,  faithful, 
hu(band,  ,  Rich.  Steele. 

I  have  given  his  black  cloaths,  for  I  will  ne*^ 
ver  llrip  a  fervant. 

•  A  ftationer,  in  Ludgate-ftreet. 

f  This  was  the  public  entry  of  the  Duke  D*Aumont,  the 
French  Ambaffadory  who  came  on  this  day  in  (late  from  Green- 
wich to  the  Tower  by  water,  and  afterwards  paraded,  in  a  ftyle 
of  great  fplendour,  through  the  city,  to  Somerfet-houfe  ^  where 
he  was  magniticently  entertained  till  the  day  of  his  public  audi* 
ence,  the  4th  of  July,  when  he  proceeded  to  St.  James's  in  the 
fame  form  as  was  obferved  at  his  entry.  A  full  and  curious  ac« 
a>unt  of  the  whole  folemnity  may  be  feen  in  the  •*  Political 
•♦State"  for  1713,  vol.  VI.  p.  34. 

LETTER 
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LETTER  CLXX.    To  Mrs;  Steeib. 

IDbar  Prue,  July  i,  i7i^ 

IF  you  will  pleafe  to  come  to  Mr.  Hoole's,  a 
ftationer's,  next  door  to  Ludgate  churchy 
you  will  thete  find  your  ever  obliged  hulband, 

Rich.  St£:ele4 


LETTER  CLXXI4     To  Mrs,  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  July  2,  171  j. 

I  WISH  you  a  good  journey;  take  care  of 
yourfelf,  and  expeft  to  find  me  at  home  to 
teceivc  you  to-morrow  evening.  Your  moft 
humble  fervant^  Rich.  Steele* 


■«i^i«i 


LETTER  CLXXIL     To  Mrs.  St«»i.e. 

Dear  Prue,  July  10,  17 13* 

THIS  is  only  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  aU 
moft  finiflied  my  vexations ;  and  I  Ihall, 
from  to-morrowj  be  in  a  regular  and  methodical 
way. 

You  are  my  pride,  my  pleafure,  my  ambition, 
and  all  that  is  agreeable  to  your  affeAionate  and 
faithful  huibaiid^  Rich«  Steels. 

H  LETTER 
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LETTER  CLXXIII.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Tyrant,  J^ly  i3>  ^1^3* 

I  HAVE  feen  Carpenter  this  morning,  and 
he  fays  it  is  all  one  to  him,  we  may  keep 
th«  woman  in  the  houfe ;  fo  that  what  you  have 
to  do,  is  only  to  get  linen>  &c.  bundled  up 
aigainft  evening.  You  fliall  hear  from  me  again 
about  five  o'clock.  1  beg  of  you  to  govern  me 
as  gently  as  you  can,  for  you  have  full  power 
over  your  aifeftionate,  conftant,  obedient  huf- 
band^  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CLXXIV.     To  Mrs.  Steele. 

July  22,  1713. 

I  WRITE  becaufe  I  hear  you  give  yourfelf 
up  to  lamentation  *.  You  have,  indeed,  no 
caufe  for  it ;  and  I  befecch  you  to  repofe  the 
confidence  in  me,  which  is  deferved  from  you 
by  your  affe&ionate  and  tender  hufband, 

14  Rich.  Steele. 

*  Within  a  month  after  the  date  of  this  letter  he  was  elected 
member  for  Stockbridge ;  and,  (Irange  to  tell,  the  election  of 
poor  Dick  was  followed  up  by  a  petition  againft  it  on  the  fcore  of 
SRIBERY  1  Sec  "  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,"  March 
3,  1713-14.  As  Steele  was  expelled  the  Houfe, on  the  17th  (fee 
p.  100)  on  another  bufmefs^  the  petitipn  was  of  courfe  wich- 
^rawDy  April  17,  1714* 

LETTER 
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LETTER  CLXXV.     To  Mrs.  Steele, 

Dear  Wife,  July  27,  1713. 

IF  you  pleafe  to  call  at  Button's *,  we  will  go 
together  to  Brompton.     Yours  ever. 

Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CLXXVI.     To  Mrs.  Steele. 
Dear  Prue,  July  30,  17 13. 

IF  you  have  not  fecured  Morgan  Davies  at 
dinner,  I  would  dine  in  Paul's  church-yard, 
in  order  to  go  to  Tryon  after  Change.  Yours 
€ver.  Rich.  Steele. 

I  will  be  at  home  at  five,  therefore  do  not 
fend  for  me  here  except  Davies  is  with  you. 


,    LETTER  CLXXVIL      To  Mrs.  STEEtE. 

Dear  Prue,  Sept.  29,  1713. 

I  HAVE  fettled  all  things  to  gteat  fatisfad- 
tion,  and  defire  you  would  ftay  at  home,  hut 
fend  the  coach  for  me  to  come  to  you,  to  take 
the  air  and  talk  further.  Yours,  Rich.  Steele* 

*  Buitotty  who  had  been  a  fervant  in  the  Countefs  of  War* 
tvick's  family^  kept  a  coffec-houfe  on  the  fouth  iide  of  RuiTel- 
fireety  about  two  doors  from  Covent-garden,  and  was  under  the 
patronage  of  AddiSon.  Her^  it  was  that  the  Wits  of  that  time 
ufed  to  affemble.  It  is  faid,  when  Addison  had  fuffered  any 
rexation  from  the  Countifs,  he  withdrew  the  company  from 
Button's  houfe.    JoHNSON's  **  Lives  of  Englilh  Poets,'*  yoI.  II. 

Uz  LETTER 
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LETTER  CLXXVIIL     To  Mrs.  Sfeele. 

Dear  pRUE,   Bloomlbury-fquare,  Dice.  24,  17 13. 

I  DINE  with  Lord  Halifax,  and  Ihall  be  at 
home  half-hour  after  fi^»     For  thee  I  die> 
for  thee  I  languifh.  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CLXXIX     To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue^  Jan.  20,  1713-14. 

I  A  M  gone  to  Buckley's  *,  and  from  thence 
am  to  go  and  dine  at  a  place  where  I  am  to 
be  with  the  Eleftor's  envoy.     From  thence  I 
.fliall  again  return  to  Buckley's.     1  truft  I  Ihall 
bring  home  good  news.  I  want  clean  linen,  being 

♦  Sam.  Buckley  at  the  Dolphin  in  Little-Britain,  for  whom 
fevcn  volumes  of  the  original  Spe6lator  in  folio  had  been  printed. 
The  Spe6lator  being  difcontinued  at  the  clofe  of  the  7th  volume, 
was  fucceeded  by  The  Guardian ;  and  Pope  informs  us,  that 
Steele  was  engaged  in  articles  of  penalty  to  Jacob  Tonfon,  for 
all  the  papers  he  publifhcd  under  this  lad  name.  The  <ame  au* 
thor  fays,  "  the  true  reafbu  that  Steele  laid  down  The  Guar- 
dian was  a  quarrel  between  him  and  the  book  feller  a  bovemen- 
tionedj"  he  adds,  **  that  Steele,  by  defining  two  days,  and  aU 
terine:  the  title  oF  his  paper  to  that  of  The  Engliihman,  got  quit 
of  his  obligation.  "  Additions  to  Pope's  Works,"  1776,  vol. 
II.  p.  84J  ttfiq.  At  the  date  of  this  letter,  the  periodical  paper 
to  which  Steele  gave  the  title  of  The  Engiifliman,  was  in  the 
courle  of  publication;  it  was  printed  by  S.  Buckley  in  AmcH* 
corner,  and  announced  as  The  Sequel  of  the  Guardian.  The 
title  9f  Spe^ator  was  refumed  Ibme  months  after;  number  firft 
of  the  Vlllth  volume,  printed  by  Buckley  in  Amen  corner, 
folio,  is  dated  on  the  iStii  of  the  June  following,  in  1714. 

2^  very 
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very  dirty  with  running  about.  I  have  left  Mr. 
Craggs's  fubfcription-books  *  at  hishoufe.  I 
^m,  dear  Prue,  yours  faithfully.  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CLXXX.     To  Mrs.  Steele. 
Dear  Prue,  Jan,  26,  1713-14. 

I  DINE  abroad  at  Lord  Halifax's.  Mr. 
Craggs  1  have  written  to,  not  having  founfi 
him.  1  find  what  I  defire  is  tranfadting,  and  to 
be  done  by  a  general  fubfcription*,  for  divulging 
the  Crifis  all  over  the  kingdom.  I  fliall  not  be 
at  home  till  nine  o'clock,  becaufe  I  am  to  meet 
the  IherifFat  fix,    Yours  ever,     Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CLXXXL    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Jan.  a?,  1713-14. 

I  REPEAT  that  I  will  do  in  all  as  you  have 
defired,  fo  help  me  God,      Rich.  Steele. 
I  will  be  at  Tonfon's  all  the  evening. 

*  Of  Steele's  celebrated  political  pamphlet,  **  The  Crifis," 
which  was  printed  and  publifhed  by  Buckley.  On  the  fubje£^ 
of  this  fubfcription,  fee  forae  fevere  remarks  in  Swift's  *<  Public 
Spirit  of  the  Vl^higs."  A  few  days  before  the  date  of  this  letter, 
gwift  publiflied  a  paraphrafe  of  an  Ode  of  Horace,  beginning, 
«  Dick,  thou'r^  refolv^d,  as  I  am  lold, 

Sone  ftrange  arcana  to  unfold, 
And,  with  the  help  of  Buckley*s  pen. 

To  ▼amp  the  good  old  ctujt  again. 
Which  thou  (foch  Burnet's  (hrewd  advice  is)  ■ 
Mttft  furbiih  op,  and  nickname  Crisis,*'  &c.  &e» 
See  the  whole  poem  in  the  ''  Supplement  to  Swift." 

H3  LETTER 
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LETTER  CLXXXIJ.     To  Mrs.  Stee^b. 

Dear  Prue,  March  ii,  1713-14. 

I  SEND  this  to  let  you  know,  that  Lord 
Halifax  would  not  let  me  go  to  the  Hpufe, 
but  thought  it  would  be  better  to  have  the  firft 
attack  made  in  my  abfence.  Mr.  Foley  *  was 
the  gentleman  who  did  me  that  honour ;  but 
they  could  hot  bring  it  to  bear  To  far  as  to  ob- 
tain an  order  for  my  attending  in  my  place  -f,  or 
any  thing  elfe  to  my  difadvantage  than  that  all 
pamphlets  are  to  come  oh  Saturday.  Lord  Ha- 
lifax, in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  told  the  miniftry, 
that  he  believed,  if  they  would  recommend  the 
Crifis  to  her  Majefty's  perufal,  fhe  would  think 
quite  other  wife  of  the  book  than  they  do. 

I  think  they  have  begun  very  unhappily  and 
ungracefully  againfl:  nle,  and  doubt  not  but  God 
will  turn  their  malice  to  the  advantage  of  the 
innocent.  Your  faithfyl  huibaiid,  and  bumble 
fervant.  Rich.  Steele, 

*  The  motion  which  Mr.  Auditor  Foley  particularly  leveled 
at  Steele,  in  a  debate  on  the  bill  ifor  limiting*  the  number  of  of« 
ficers  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  was,  "  to  take  mto  cohiidera- 
*'  tion  that  part  of  the  Queen's  fpeech  which  related  to  the  fup- 
**  preiling  feditious  libels  and  fa6tious  rumours."  .  * 

t  They  obtained  it^  however^  on  the  next  day. 
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IJSTTER  CLXXXIII.    To  Mrs.  Steeie. 

Dear  Prue,      Bow-ftrcet,  March  12,  17 13-14. 

I  AM  going  to  Mr.  Walpole's,  to  meet 
fome  friends.  There  is  nothing  can  arife 
to  me  *  which  ought  to  afflid:  you ;  therefore, 
pray  be  a  Roman  lady,  and  aflume  a  courage 
equal  to  your  goodnefs.  The  Queen  is  very  ill. 
Your  faithful,  very  chearful  hufband. 

Rich.  Steele. 
Do  not  mention,  if  you  fee  Harris,  tlje  bufi- 
pefs  pf  the  Queen. 


I 


LETTER  CL^XXIV.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  .  March  18  f,  171314. 

Temple,  Seven  o'Clock. 
HAVE  made  my  defence  ;|:,  and  am  ordered 
to  withdraw.     Addifon  was  ftnt  out  after 

me, 

*  On  this  day  a  regular  complaint  was  made  to  the  Houfe,  by 
Mr.  Foley,  of  three  pamphlets  by  Steele  ("  The  Crifis,"  and  two 
fingle  numbers  of  "The  Engliihman"),  as  containing  <f  fc^ 
*'  veral  paragraphs  tending  to  fedition,  highly  refle6ling  upon 
*'  her  Majefty,  and  arraigning  her  adminiftratioq  and  goverii* 
"  ment."  Mr.  Steele  was  ordered  to  attend  in  his  place  on  ^he 
I3th|  which  he  did  accordingly^  and  was  then  ailqxyed  four  days 
for  making  his  defence. 

f  The  original  is  mifdated,  March  17. 

X  He  owned,  in  his  place,  "  that  he  wrote  and  publifhed  the 
**  pamphlets  complained  of  ;**  and  read  the  paragraphs  to  the 
lloufe,  **  with  the  fame  chearfulnefs  and  fatisfadtion  with  which 

H  4  «  hf 


»04    STEELE'S    LETTERS 

me,  by  my  frieijds,  to  bid  me  not  be  feen  till  I 
heard  what  will  be  the  cepfure.  If  you  pleafe 
to  go  to  Mrs.  Keek's,  I  will  fend  to  you  thither 
by  a  porter  an  hour  or  two  hence,  Nothing  can 
happen  to  my  condition  in  private  the  worfe, 
and  I  have  bufied  myfelf  enough  for  the  public. 
The  ne^ct  is  for  you  and  yours.   Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CLXXXV.     To  Mrs.  Steele.   - 

My  dear  Life,  March  jg,  i7i3-'4» 

I  WILL  take  immediate  care  of  what  you 
fend  about.  Pray  let  nothing  difquiet  you,^ 
for  God  will  prote^  and  profper  your  inno- 
cence and  virtue,  and,  for  your  fake,  dear  Prue, 
your  faithful  hufband,  and  humble  fervant, 

Rich.  Steele. 

**  he  abjured  the  Pretender."  Steele  fpoke  on  this  occadon  with 
fuch  a  temper,  modefty,  unconcern^  eafy  and  manly  eloquence, 
as  gave  entire  fatisfa^ion  to  all  who  were  not  inveterate ly  pre-- 
pofleffcd  againft  him.  He  was  ftrongly  fupported  by  Mr.  Wal- 
pole,  General  Stanhope,,  the  Lord  Finch,  the  Lord  Hinchin- 
broke,  and  the  Lord  Lumley.  His  principal  opponents  were 
Mr.  Foley,  Sir  W.  Wyndham,  Sir  Edward  Northey  (the  attor- 
ney general),  and  other  courtiers.  After  a  long  and  interefting 
debate,  Steele  was  expelled  the  Houfe,  by  254  voices  againft 
152,  He  took  ample  reyenge,  however,  three  days  after,  on 
the  Harieys  and  the  Fcleys,  under  the  name  of  the  Crabtrees  and 
^rickdufiSf  in  the  eleventh  number  of  <*  The  Lover." 
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LETTER  CLXXXVL    To  Mrs.  St^exe. 

Dear  Prue,  March  19,  1713-14, 

I  AM  in  very  good-humour,,  and  in  no  con- 
cern but  fear  of  your  being  uneafy.  I  will 
go  to  the  Qlub  to-night ;  for^  as  you  fay^  I  muft 
prefs  things  well  now  or  never.     Your  faithful 

Pick  Steele^ 


LETTER  CLXXXVII  *.    To  Mrs.  Steel?. 

Dear  Prue,  March  20,  iJi3-iA,» 

Bloomibury-  fquarc, 

I  WILL  do  all  you  defire ;  and,  after  I  have 
been  with  Lord  Wharton  and  the  reft,  in 
the  morning,  I  will  come  to  Bloomibury,  where 
the  Mayor  of  Stockbridge  dines  with  your  moft 
faithful  huft)and.  Rich,  Steele. 


LETTER  CLXXXVIII.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  March  24tj  i7i3-H* 

ALL  I  know  further  is>  that  when  I  was  a- 
bed  laft  night  Alhurft  called  here,  and 

*  Indorfed  by  Mrs.  Steele,  **  The  crowd  of  worthy  gentlemen 
«  expeacd." 

f  **  The  Cafe'  of  Richard  Steele,  Efq.  with  an  importial  Ac- 
4<  count  of  the  Proceedings  againft  him,  in  a  Letter  to  a  Friend," 
was  publifiied  on  this  day. 

left 
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left  word  he ,  had  been  about  the  bufinefs,  and 
all  would  do  beyond  expedtation.  Your  repre- 
hended fpoufe,  and  humble  fervant. 

Rich.  Steele, 


LETTER  CLXXXIX.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Tonfon's,  March  25,  1714. 

ALL  I  hear  now  is  this  morning  from  Aih- 
urft,  that  3000 1.  is  to  be  paid  in  to  Mr. 
Warner  for  my  ufe,  but  when,  and  by  what 
hand,  I  am  flill  in  the  dark.  I  fuppofe  Aihurft 
will  in  the  afternoon  be  here,  and  1  am  to  be  in 
the  evening  with  young  Minihull. 

I  am  very  impatient  to  have  this  rnatter  ended 
fome  way  or  other,  that  I  might  be  with  you 
and  the  brats,  God  will  preferve  us,  and  let  us 
meet  with  joy.     Your  moft  obedient  hufband, 

Rich.  SteelB* 


LETTER  CXC.     To  Mrs.  Steele. 

t 
Dear  Prue,      Eafter  Sunday,  March  28,  17.14. 

I  WRITE  this  tp  acquaint  you  that  I  z,xx\ 
going  to  Dr.  Weft's  chape). 
I  cannot  learn  any  thing  of  our  great  bufinefs 
more  than  that  it  is  a-doing,  and.  my  chief  cre- 
ditor feems  eafy  in  expeftation  of  his  pioqey 
that  way. 

I  Jam 
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I  am  going  this  morning  to  a  very  folemn 
V^ork*,  and  invokje  Almighty  God  to  blefs  you 
and  jour  little  ones^  befeeching  him  to  fpare  me 
a  little  life  to  acquit  myfelf  to  you  and  them, 
whom  of  all  the  world  I  have  hitherto  leaft  en- 
deavoured to  ferve.  But  you,  and  Betty,  and 
Dickrf,  and  Eugene,  and  Molly,  Ihall  be  hence- 
forth my  principal  cares  next  to  the  keeping  a 
good  confcience.     Yours,  good  Prue, 

Rich.  Steele. 
Service  to  Mrs.  Keck* 


LETTER  CXCI.     To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  March  30,  I7i4» 

I  SIT  down  to  give  you  fome  account  of  our 
affairs.  The  affair  with  Alhurft,  he  fays,  is 
in  great  forwardnefs ;  but  I  cannot  dive  into  the 
fecret  by  what  hands  1  am  to  be  obliged.  I  had 
the  good  fortune  to  be  with  Mr.  Cadogan  alone 
yefterday  after  I  had  dined  with  him.  His  dif- 
courfe  was  much  to  my  fatisfadion,  but  I  can- 
not write  it";  therefore,  if  you  pleafe  to  come, 
hither  in  the  evening,  between  feven  and  eight, 
we  will  talk  all  over.  After  I  had  been  with. 
Cadogan  till  fix  in  the  evening,  he  carried  mc 
to  a  Hall,  where  were  his  mother,  fifter,  and  fe- 

*  This  is  not  the  only  inflance  of  Steele's  attention  to  reli* 
gious  duties.     See  pp.  5,  7. 
•    f  His  eldefl  fon  j  who  died  foon  after.    See  Letter  CCX^VI. 

veral 
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Tcral  relations^  among  whom  Lady  BlundelL  I 
did  not  come  home  till  three  in  the  mormng, 
which  is  the  reafon  that  you  hear  from  me  fa 
late  as  now,  at  twelve  o'clock*  It  is  a  mighty 
filly  thing  for  you  and  I  to  be  melancholy  ;  but 
let  us  chear  one  another,  and  be  a  comfort  to 
each  other.  According  to  the  fituation  of  af» 
fairs,  nothing  but  Divine  Providence  can  pre*. 
vent  a  civil  war  within  a  few  years ;  and  againft 
fuch  difafters  there  can  be  no  remedy  but  pre- 
paring our  minds  for  the  incidents  we  are  ta 
meet  with,  with  chearfulnefs.  Dear  wife,  I  ho- 
nour,  I  love,  I  doat  on  you.      Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CXCII.     To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  April  i,  I7i4» 

I  WANT  the  leafe  and  all  receipts  about  the 
houfe  in  York-buildings,  to  which  Mr.  Rea- 
fon is  landlord.  Pray  fend  them  by  Harris.  I 
have  heard  no  news  to-day,  but  expeft  fome 
by-and-by,  of  which  you  fliall  have  an  account^ 
l^our  faithful  hulband,  and  humble  fervant, 

RIC^•  Steele. 


LETTER  CXCIIL    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,        Devereux-court,  April  3,  17 14, 

I  CANNOT  come  home,  having  the  Under- 
flierifF  to  fpeak  with  firft  at  five  o'clock ; 

from 
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from  thence  I  ihall  go  to  the  play,  which  I 
make  a  place  of  bufinefs,  for  I  am  in  hopes  of 
feeing  two  or  three  people  in  the  boxes  whom  I 
cannot  fee  elfewhere.  I  defire  Will  may  carry 
the  three  bottles  of  wine  of  mine,  at  Tonfpa's, 
to  Bloom fbury«  I  will  be  at  home  as  foon  as 
the  play  is  done.     Yours,  yours,  ever,  ever. 

Rich.  Stebls. 


■rii* 


LETTER  CXCIV.    To  Mrs.  Steele, 

DEAk  PRUE,  May  21,  1714. 

I  WILL  come  for  you  at  fix  o'clodk,  ro  go 
by  land  or  water  to  Chelfea.  I  think  things 
will  go  pretty  welL  I  am  gone  to  Fox-hall.  1 
muft  come  to  London  again  before  1  go  to 
Chelfea,    Yours  ever.  Rich.  Ste£JLr, 


Letter  CXCV.    To  Mrs.  Steele,  fifth  Door, 

J31oomfbury-fqUare. 

My  dear  Prue,  May  21,  1714* 

I  SEND  this,  to  let  you  know  that  we  do  not 
go  out  of  town  to-night.     I  am  your  affec- 
tionate, faithful  hufband.  Rich   Stuele* 

Pray  pardon  impatiencies,  which  have  their 
foundation  in  care  and  folicitude  for  you,  and 
vexation  that  I  have  not  been  fo  juft  as  to  pre- 
ficr  my  family  to  ^1  the  world. 

LETTER 
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LETTER  CXCVI.     To  Mrs.  StEEiE. 

Dear  Prwe,  Bloomfbury-fquare,  May  28,  i7i4« 

I  WILL  come  to  you  as  foon  as  pofTibly  I 
can.  I  hope  you  will  like  the  lampreys 
which  I  left  at  home.  I  am  going  to  the  Ha- 
nover cJub,  but  muft  be  back  at  the  prefs  *  be- 
fore  half-hour  after  feven.  Your  moft  obedient 
hufband,  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CXCVIL     To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Tonfou's,  Bow-ftreet,  June  2,   I7i4» 

I  ST  AY  here  to  attend  this  thing  *  clofe,  or  it 
will  not  be  ready,  for  I  am  forced  to  make 
alterations  according  to  new  intelligence  about 
the  bill.  When  I  have  done,  I  will  come  to 
you.    Yours  eyer.  Rich.  Steele^ 


LETTER  CXCVIII.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Pear  Prue,  Bloomfbury-fquare,  June  24^  I714« 

LORD  WHARTON,  whom  I  met  at  the 
Houfe,  engaged  me  at  the  Kit-cat  at  three 

*  The  fecond  edition  of  "  A  Letter  to  a  Member  of  Parlis- 
-**  ment,  concerning^'  the  Bill  for  preventing  the  Growth-  of 
*f  Schifm,  by  Richard  Steele^  efq.'*  was  publiihed  June  5,  iTH* 
His  '<  Romiih  Ecclefiallical  Hiilory  of  late  Years"  appeai^df 
oa  the  25th  of  the  preceding  month* 

o'clock  i 
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o'clock ;   fo  that,  had  I  come  home,  I  ihould 
have  had  time  but  juft  to  come  back  again. 

I  will  wait  on  you  after  fix.     Yours,  moft 
obediently.  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CXCIX.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  J^ily  8,  1714. 

AFTER  having  fettled  with  Tryon  to  pay 
Tilhmaker,  I  am  attending  other  bufinefs, 
and  wait  Mr.  Walpole's  motions.  I  will  be  at 
home  at  feven  o'clock.  Yours,    Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CC.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,        Charing-crofs,  July  15,  17 14. 

MR.  WALPOLE  going  out  of  town  to- 
morrow, I  am  obliged  to  dine  where  he 
does,  to  get  an  opportunity  of  fpeaking  to  him. ' 
I  am,  dear  Prue,  your  moft  affedlionate,  obedi- 
ent huiband.  Rich.  Steele. 

LETTER  CCI.     To  Mrs,  Steele., 

Dear  Prue,  J^ly  31*  17^4^ 

St.  James's  CofFee-houfe, 

THE  news  is  come  hither  that  the  Queen 
is  dead  *.    I  am,  dear  Prue,  your  moft  af- 
fectionate, and  moft  obedient  huft)and. 

Rich.  Steele. 

*  She  actually  died  next  morning,  a  little  after  fcvcn  o'clock, 
Aug.  I,  1714;  itt  the  5gth  year  of  her  age,  and  the  13th  year  of 
her  reign, 

LETTER 
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LETTER  ecu.    To  Mrs.  SxEEtE. 

Dear  Prue,  Aug.  4,  17.14* 

Thatched-houfe,  St.  James's-ftreei. 

IH  AVE  been  loaded  with  compliments  frotll 
theRcgchts,  and  aflbred  of  fomething  imme- 
diately, but  have  not  heard  what  anfwer  PhilipJ 
brings  from  Scbtt.  I  defirc  you  to  fend  me  a 
guinea.  I  fhall  have  caih  in  the  morning.  I 
Wait  here  to  fpeak  with  Cadogan^  with  whom  I 
.wQuld  explain  the  pbfture  of  my  affairs  more 
carneftly.     Faithfully  yours.       Rich.  Steeie» 


LETTER  CCIII.     To  Mrs«  Steele, 

Dear  Prue,  Atig.  6,  1714. 

I  WAS  obliged  to  borrow  of  Mr.  MinfhuU* 
money  to  pay  Scott  50 1. 
He  obliged  me  to  dine  with  him,  after  which 
I  muft  go  to  Mr.  Moore*,  and  after  that  to  Mr* 
Afliurft,  and  after  that  to  the  delight  of  liiy 
eyes,  your  dear  felf.  RidH.  Steele. 

*  Mr.  Minikull,   Mr.  Moore,    Mr.  Lcchmere,  Bp.  Hoadly* 
And  AddifotXy  were  all  iliiid  to  have  been  concerned  with  Steelb 
'in  the  compofirion,  revifal,  and  ccrireftion  of  "  The  Crifis/* 
which  was  publiihed  in  Steele's  namey  Jan.  191  17 14. 


LETTER 
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LETTER  CCIV.    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Aug.  8,  1714. 

I  SEND  Wilmot  J  but  ftay  at  St.  James's,  be- 
caufe  they  talk  of  great  news,  which  I  will 
bring  you ;  and  am,  your  moft  obedient  hufband. 

Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CCV.    To  Mrs.  Steele.  ~ 

Dear  Prue,  St.  James's,  Aug.  15,  1714. 

I  HAVE  been  with  Cadogan*,  who  gives  mc 
great  hopes  of  fuccefs  in  the  patent  for  far- 
things-f-.  Baron  Bothmar  dines  with  him,  and  he 
will  have  me  be  there. 

If  I  do  not  deferve  good-fortune,  I  hope  be- 
ing joined  to  you  and  yours  will  be,  in  the  fight 
of  Heaven,  a  motive  for  blefljng  me,  who,  with 
God's  grace,  Ihall  grow  better.  Your  obedient 
hulband.  Rich.  Steels* 


LETTER  CCVI.      To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  St.  James's,  Aug.  23,  17 14. 

I  HAVE  ordered  Willmot  to  carry  home 
the  things  you  fpeak  of  in  Covent  garden. 
1  ihall  be  with  the  Broderickes  X  and  others  till 

*  The  famous  General,  afterwards  Earl  Cadogan. 
t  This  fccnw  to  have  been  an  abortive  projeft. 
X  Thomas  Brodericke,  efq.   was  ele6ted  at  the  fal&e  tiioe 
with  Steele  a  reprefentative  for  S'^ockbtidge.    $ee  p«  98.  - 

I  after 


mm^^^     -         ■      LI  I        nil       J     .  .     U.    I  I  IL^«-^P^^^i^ 
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after  eleven  o'clock  this  night,  for  which  I  hope 
you  will  pardon  me;  but  1  will  not  drink.  Your 
obedient  hufband.  Rich.  Sfeele. 

Willmot  will  tell  you  about  the  houfe  in  this 
ftreet. 


LETTER  CCVIL     To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Sept.  8,  1714. 

I  SHALL  dine  at  Cleland's*,  in  order  to  fee 
Lady  Marlborough-f'  as  foon  as  flie  is  at  lei- 
fure  after  dinner.  1  have  fpoken  to  two  or 
three  of  the  juftices,  and  I  think  all  will  do  well. 
Your  moil  obedient  hufband^     Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CCVIIL    To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  dearest  Prue,  Jan.  27,  1714-15. 

I  HOPE  this  will  find  you  well,  as  I  am  at 
this  preient  writing.    I  fend  Willmot  to 

*  The  friend  and  cdrrefpondent  of  Pope?  and  fuppofed  to  be 
the  Will  Honeycomb  of  "  The  Speftator."  Of  his  fon,  who  is 
ilililivini;,  fee  **  Anecdotes  of  Mr.  3owycr,'*  p.  366. 

f  On  the  fubje£l  poffibly  of  the  Hiflory  of  her  Lord.  In  the 
fixth  number  of  '*  The  Reader,**  May  3,  17 14,  Steele  gives  an 
account  of  his  defign  to  write  the  hiftory  of  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough, from  the  date  of  his  commillion  of  Captain-generai 
and  Plenipotentiary,  to  the  expiration  of  thofe  commiflions.  The 
materials  were  then  in  hi$  cuftody ;  but  the  work,  which  after- 
wards devolved  to  Glover  and  Mallet,  to  whom  the  Durchefs 

gave  by  her  will  1000  L  for  thftt  purpofe^  i»  iiill  unexecuted. 

know 
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know  how  you  do  only,  and  to  bring  the  books 
concerning  the  law  of  eledions ;  or,  what  is  bet- 
ter,  let  him  bring  the  green  covers  with  him.  If 
you  have  a  letter  with  a  note  of  Warner's,  fend 
it  hither,  and  I  will  have  it  of  his  neigbour  Mr. 
Jeflbp*.  I  write  now  among  dancing,  fingihg, 
hooping,  hallooing,  and  drinking.  I  think  I 
Ihall  fucceed.     My  dear,  I  love  you  to-death. 

If  the  bill  is  not  come,  and  you  have  a  guinea 
or  two,  fend  them ;  for  I  would  not  borrow  till 
my  bill  comes,  which  will  certainly  be  next  ar- 
rival of  the  poft  to  York.  Rich.  Steele. 


I.ETTER  CCIX.  To  Mrs.  Steele,  at  Mr. 
Harrifon's,  over  againft  the  Black  Man,  in  Coney- 
ftreet,  York, 

Dear  Prue,  Jan.  28,  i7i4*.i5. 

Boroughbridge,  Twelve  at  Night. 

I  OBEY  your  diredlions  exadtly,  and  avoid 
drinking,  and  every  thing  elfe  that  might 
give  you  any  trouble.  The  precept  for  eleding 
members  for  this  place  came  hither  to-day,  and 
the  eledtion  is  to  be  on  Wednefday,  It  looks 
with  a  good  face  on  my  fide.  I  take  the  op- 
portunity of  writing  by  the  gentleman  who 
keeps  the  Black  Man.  He  has  very  much 
pleafed  me  with  an  account  that  you  had  a  river 
stt  the  end  of  your  garden.   There  will  be  there. 


\ 


*    See  p.  ii(« 

I  z  I  doubt 


mmmm 
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I  doubt  not,  a  thoufand  prayers  offered  up,  to 
grant  me  difcretion,  and  the  eafe  of  this  world. 
You  and  yours,  I  fear,  will  make  me  covetous ; 
I  am  fure  you  have  made  me  value  wealth  much 
more  than  I  ever  thought  I  fhould  :  but  indeed 
I  have  a  reafon-  which  makes  it  worth  the  pur- 
fuit :  it  will  make  me  more  agreeable  to  you*. 
I  am  indeed,  Prue,  intirely  yours,    R.  Steele. 

I  hope  Nanny  does  not  niilbehave  fo  as  to 
diflurb  your  tranquillity. 

If  the  poft  fhould  this  night  not  bring  me 
money,  I  find  1  can  h^ve  money  in  the  country, 
and  draw  a  bill  on  Mr.  Caftleman  at  London. 


LETTER  CCX.     To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,     Boroughbridge,  Feb.  i,  1714-15, 

I  AM  aftoniflied  Warner  has  not  fent  me  a 
bill  before  now.      Mr.  Jeffop-j-  is  at  the 
neighbouring  borough,  where  he  is  to  be  chofen 

this  morning. 

I  will  take  twenty  pounds  of  him,  and  fend 
you  money  by  an  exprefs,  which  I  will  -fend  to 
you  to-morrow  with  advice  of  our  fuccefs  here. 
The  eledtion  is  to  be  between  eight  and  eleven  in 
the  morning.     I  am,  dear  Prue,  ever  thine,* 

Rich.  Steele.- 

*   See  Letter  CCXIIL  and  nott^^ ad  finem. 
f  William  JefTop,  efq.  ele£ied  in  this  and  feyeral  fucceeding 
parliaoieBts  for  Aldborough  in  Yorkihire. 

4  LETTER 
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LETTER  CCXI.     To   Mrs.   Steele,    at   Mr, 
Harrifon's  at  York,  Coney- ftreet. 

Dear  Prue,  Feb,  4,  I7i4-i5, 

THIS  is  to  acquaint  you  that  I  will  be  with 
you  on  Saturday,  and  then  fettle  your  jour- 
ney home ;  which  I  propofe  ihall  be  in  the  coach 
this  day  fe'nnight, 

I  have  got  money^  and  you  ihall  hear  of  me 
again  to-morrow  morning. 

Mr.  Jeflbp  has  been  very  zealous  in  my  elec- 
tion>  and  flood  by  with  his  ikill  and  knowledge 
on  the  fpot.    Yours  ever.  Rich.  Steele. 


I^ETTER   CCXIL     To  Mrs.*  Steele,   at  her 
Houfe,  over  againft  Park-place,  St.  James's. 

Dear  Prue,  Claremont,  April  10,  17 15. 

MY  Lord  Clare^f  (who  you  will  own  to  have 
fpme  pretence  to  command  me)  will  not 

let 

*  This  might  have  been  addreffed,  '«  To  Latfy  Steele." 
f  Afterward  the  patriotic  Duke  of  Newcaflle.  Steele  had 
juft  before  dedicated  to  him  the  Colle£lion  of  his  **  Political 
f<  Writings.**  This  Nobleman,  who  was  then  Lord -lieutenant 
of  the  county  of  MiddlefeX)  had  not  long  before  placed  Steele  in 
the  commifTion  of  the  peace  for  that  county,  and  appointed  him 
one  of  his  Deputy  •lieutenants.  It  was  in  this  capacity  that,  two 
days  only  before  the  dace  of  this  letter,  he  was  knighted,  on  pre- 
renting  to  the  King  an  addrefs  from  the  Lieutenancy  of  Middle* 
fex  and  Wcftminfter,  which  Steele  had  the  honour  of  drawing 

I  3  up. 
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let  me  come  away  from  hence  this  night.    Pray 
forgive  your  moft  obedient,  humble  fervant. 

Rich.  Steele. 


V  LETTER  CCXIIL     To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Speaker's  Chambers,  Aug.  14,  17 15. 

I  WRITE  this  before  I  go  to  Lord  Marlbo- 
rough's, to  let  you  know  that  there  was  no 
one  at  the  Treafury  but  Kelfey,  with  whom 
Welfted  *  left  the  order,  and  he  is  to  be  at  the 
Treafury  again  to-morrow  between  two  and 
three  :  when,  without  doubt,  the  money  will  be 

up.  About  the  fame  time  he  was  appointed  furveyor  of  the 
royal  ftablcs  at  Hampton-court.  On  the  jSth  of  May  following* 
being  the  King's  birth-'day,  who  then  entered  his  56th  year,  Sir 
Richard  particularly  diftinguiflied  himfelf,  by  treating  above 
200  gentlemen  and  ladies.  'The  entertainment,  confining  of  py* 
ramids  of  all  manner  of  fweetmeats,  the  moft  generous  wines, 
fuch  as  burgundy,  champaign,  &c.  was  ulhered  in  by  a  pro- 
logue written  by  Tickell  and  fpoken  by  Mrs.  Younger ;  and 
concluded  by  an  epilogue  written  by  himfelf,  and  fpoken  by 
Mr.  Wilks,  very  merry,  and  free  with  his  own  charafteri 
after  which,  a  large  table  that  was  in  the  area  of  the  concert- 
houfe  Nvas  taken  away,  to  make  room  for  the  company  to  dance 
coiintry-dances,  which  was  done  with  great  decency  and  regu- 
larity. An  Ode  of  Horace  was  aifo  fet  to  mufic  on  this  occa- 
iion  i  with  feveral  fongs  and  other  entertaining  performances^ 

*  Leonard  Welfted,  an  ingenious  young  clerk  in  the  office  of 
pne  of  the  fccretaries  of  ftate,  whom  Steele  very  highly  efteem- 
^d.  Welfted  had  not  long  before  this  addreffed  to  him  two  fc- 
yeral  poetical  publications ;  an  imitation  of  an  ode  of  Horace, 
ynder  the  title  of  «  A  Prophecy,'  and  '*  An  Eipiftle  on  the 
^*  King's  Acccffion.'* 

paid. 
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paid*.  I  have  no  hopes  from  that,  or  any  thing 
elfc^,  but  by  dint  of  riches  to  get  the  government 
of  your  Ladylhip.    Yours,         Rich,  Steele. 

*  In  the  notes  on  the  Dunciad,  Mr.  Welfted  (among  much 
equally  wanton  abufe)  is  reproached  with  having  "  receired  at 
**  onetime  500  L  for  fecret  (ervicey  among  the  other  excellent  au- 
•*  thors  hired  to  write  anonymouily  for  the  «miniftry.'*  This 
idle  calumny  (which  arofe  from  that  fum  appearing  in  the  Report 
of  the  fecret  committee,  1742,  as  iflued  "  to  Leonard  Welfted, 
**  gent,  for  fpecial  fervices,  Aug.  27,  1715'')  was  refuted  in  the 
Biographia  Britannica,  art.  Steele,  p.  3830,  note  u,  on  the 
authority  of  Welfted*s  own  declaration  to  Mr.  Walthoe,  an^al- 
derman  of  St.  Alban's,  *'  that  he  received  the  money  for  the  u(e 
**  of  Sir  R.  Steele,  and  paid  it  to  him.'*  If  any  further  proof 
of  this  affertion  were  wanting,  we  have  here  the  exprefs  tefti- 
mony  of  Steele  himfelf,  that  the  money  was  iffued  for  his  ufe. 
And  we  are  fb  far  indebted  to  the  author  of  the  Dunciad>  that 
he  has  unwittingly  contributed  to  illuftrate  this  letter,  which 
would  otherwife  have  wanted  a  clue. 

f  It  appears  from  this  and  other  palTages  in  thefe  letters,  that 
Lady  Steele  had  an  undue  love  of  money,  which  was  a  fource 
of  much  vexation  to  herfelf,  and  of  fome  uneafinefs  to  her  huf- 
band.  There  is  a  prcfumptive  proof  of  this  in  the  following 
quotation,  which  is  happily  illuilrated  in  this  publication. 
Steele,  in  his  **  Englifliman,**  celebrates  the  greatnefs  and 
equanimity  of  a  poor  man  with  a  tar  neckcloth,  who,  with/per- 
feft  Jang'froidy  was  firft  informed  at  a  coffec-houfe  of  his  hav- 
ing got  a  prize  of  10,000 1.  in  the  lottery.  After  ilriftly  and 
coolly  examining  into  the  truth  of  the  information,  he  turned 
out  of  his  pocket  half-a-crown  and  iixpence.  Prefenting  the 
half-crown  to  the  waiter,  "  It  is  all  I  have  got  now  [faid  he], 
•*  but  I  will  call  another  time  and  give  you  more  for  your  good 
^<  news."  Having  related  the  incident  with  his  ufual  fpirit  and 
high  approbation,  Steele  adds,  "  tipeak  it  fmcerely,  I  had 
'*  much  rather  have  his  temper  than  his  fortune  j  for  had  it  hap- 
<f  pened  to  me,  alas  !  I  ihonld  have  given  it,  like  a  ilave  as  I 
<<  am,  to  a  tjuoman  ivbo  difp'tfes  me  *wUbout  it.  Hang  her,  how- 
ever,  I  wifh  I  had  it  for  her  fake.'*  Englishman,  N^  47* 
Jan.  21,  1714,  printed  by  S.  Buckley,  izmp,  p.  ai8,  219.  See 
Letter  CCVIII.  adfinm. 
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LETTER  CCXIV.    To  Lady  Steele,  hymbly 

prefcnt. 

Dear  Prue,  Jan.  lo,  1715-16. 

I  HAVE  that  in  my  pocket  which  within  a 
few  days  will  be  a  great  fum  of  money,  be- 
fides  what  is  growing  at  the  piay-houfe.  I  prefer 
your  eafe  to  all  things.  I  beg  of  you  to  fend 
for  coals,  and  all  things  neceffary  for  this  week, 
and  keep  us  only  to  the  end  of  it  out  of  your 
abundance*;  and  1  fliall  ever  add  to  it  hereafter, 
inftead  of  attempting  to  diminiih  it.  I  cannot 
indeed  get  money  immediately  without  appear- 
ing moft  fcandaloufly  indigent,  which  I  would 
avoid  for  the  future.    Ever  yours, 

Rich.  Steele, 


MM 


LETTER  CCXV,   To  Lady  Steele,  over  againft 
Park- place,  St.  James's-ftreet. 

•  ■      . 

Dear  Prue,  Jan.  11,  171^-16. 

Baldwin's,  Eaft-ftreet,  near  Red-Lion  Square. 

I  AM  here  very  bufy,  and  ftiall  be  all  nighf. 
Pray  fend  me  a  book  which  is  upon  the 
'fcrutore  in  the  dining-room.  It  is  an  Hiftory 
of  Ireland,  and  many  leaves  of  it  turned  down^ 
and  papers  in  it.  It  is  4  fad  thing  I  muft  take 
fuch  pains ;  but  you  are  to  be  the  better  for  it, 
which  is  the  main  comfort  to,  yours  ever, 

Rich.  Steele. 
LETTER 
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LETTER.  CCXVL     To  Lady  Steele. 

DbarPrue,  GJjflfca,  Monday,  Feb.  14,  1715-16. 

MR.  FULI^Ell*  and  I  pame  hither  to  dine 
in  the  air ;  but  the  maid  has  been  fo 
flow  that  we  are  benighted,  and  chufe  to  lie 
here  rather  than  go  this  road  in  the  dark.  I  lie 
at  our  own  boufcy  and  niy  friend  at  a  relation's 
in  the  tpwn. 

I  defire  Willmot  may  come  ip  the  morning 
with  my  linen.     Your  obedient  hqlband, 

Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CCXVII.    To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  March  26,  1716. 

I  DID  not  come  to  town  to  day  becaufe  I  find 
my  hand  in,  and,  by  the  help  of  Dymockf, 
fhall  be  able  this  evening  to  finifli  what  1  have 
deferred  from  day  to  day  for  two  months  laft 
paft.  Left  you  ftiould  be  uneafy,  I  fend  Will- 
mot  to  let  you  know  that  i  fliall  not  come  home 
fill  to-morrow  about  eleven  in  the  morning,  and 
ami  dear  creature,  abfolutely  thine, 

Rich.  Steele. 

?  One  of  Steele's  afliftants  as  a  writer  in  the  Tatler.  $e<p 
tfrw  Tatler,  vol.  V.  N**  205,  p.  266  and  267,  notei  whe|C 
the  curious  reader  will  find  a  very  honourable  account  of  hiiOy 
too  long  CO  be  tranfcribed  here* 

t  Steell's  amanmnfis, 

LETTER 
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LETTER  CCXVIII.    To  Lady  Steele,  with  a 

Cafe. 

Dear  Prue,       St.  James's -ft  rcet,  Aug,  9,  1716. 

YOU  may  obferve,  in  thofe  excellent 
books  which  your  polite  coufin*  reads  to 
ybu,  that  neceflaries  are  often  wanting  to  the 
heroes  and  heroines  for  want  of  (lowing  their 
portmanteaus  with  proper  materials. 

The  bfearer  brings  you,  with  this,  a  cafe  of 
inftruments  for  eating  and  drinking,  that  may 
be  upon  the  road  both  of  ornament  and  ufe  to. 
Madam,  your  obedient  hufband, 

''  Rich.  Steele, 


LETTER  CCXIX.     To  Lady  Steele,   at  Car- 
/  marthen,  South  Wales. 

Dear  Prue,  Saturday, ^No v.  17,  1716. 

MOLLY'S  diftemper  proves  the  fmall-pox, 
which  Ihe  has  very  favourably,  and  a 
good  kind.  Mrs.  Evans  is  very  good;  and 
Nurfe  Jervafe  very  diligent ;  Sarah  has  every 
good  quality,  and  the  whole  family  are  in  health 
*  befide  the  dear  infant.  I  am  very  clofe  at  my 
papers,  not  having  been  two  hours  out  of  the 

*  Alexander  Scurlock,  fon  to  a  brother  of  Lady  Steele's  fa- 
ther.    See  Letter  CCXXIL  &c. 

houfe 


I 
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houfe  fince  I  parted  with  you.  Pray  take  care 
of  yourfelf.  I  love  you  to  diftradion ;  for  I 
cannot  be  angry  at  any  thing  you  do.  Jet  it  be 
ever  fo  odd  and  unexpeded,  to  the  tendereft  of 
hufbands.  Rich.  Steele. 

We  had  not,  when  you  left  us,  an  inch  of 
candle,  a  pound  of  coal,  or  a  bit  of  meat,  in  the 
houfe ;  but  we  do  not  want  now. 


LETTER  CCXX.    To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Nov.  20,  1716. 

I  AM  here  under  the  double  feverity  of  your 
abfence  and  Molly's  ficknefs;  but  I  hope 
you  are  well,  as  the  child  is,  in  her  condition. 
She  has  the  fmall-pox  with  very  favourable 
fymptoms,  and  is  very  well  attended  by  Evans 
and  her  hufband,  Sarah,  and  Nurfe  Jervafe.  I 
am,  with  the  utmoft  affedion,  your  obedient 
hufband,  and  moft  humble  fervant. 

Rich.  Steele. 
I  hope  to  begin  my  journey*  the  day  after 
Willmot's  return. 

I  opened  this  after  fealed,  to  let  you  know 
Willmot  is  come. 

*  To  Scotland,  whither  he  was  goiog  as  a  Commiflioner  oi 
the  Forfeited  Eitates, 


LETTER 
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LETTER  CXJXXL      To  Lady  SxEEtE. 

Dear  Prue,  Nov.  26,  1716. 

I  HOPE  this  will  find  you  fafe  at  Carmar- 
then, and  that  you  find  all  things  eafy  there. 
There  is  nothing  extraordinary  has  occurred 
here.  Your  daughter  Betty  was  very  well  yef- 
terday  :  I  made  her  be  brought  out  as  I  rode  by. 
I  have  been  much  on  horfeback  to  prepare 
for  my  journey,  for  which  I  expedt  orders  on 
Monday  next  out  of  Scotland.  This  Is  the  ninth 
day  with  my  dear  Molly  in  the  fmall-pox ;  flie 
has  many  in  the  body^  few  in  the  face :  they 
are,  they  fay,  very  kindly.  Nurfe  Jervafe,  with 
her  duty,  recommends  herfelf  to  you  for  her  exf 
traordinary  care  and  diligence  about  your  child. 
Mrs.  Evans  and  her  hulband  deferve  very  well 
of  us.  I  am,  with  the  tendered  love,  your  mod 
obedient  huiband,  and  mod  humble  fervant. 

Rich.  Steele. 
My  moft  humble  fervice  to  the  widow,  and 
all  the  family. 


LETTER  CCXXII.     To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Nov.  27,  1716. 

I  WRIT  to  my  coufin  Alexander  this  poft, 
and  defired  him  to  excufe  my  not  writing  to 
you;  but,  on  fecond  thoughts,  fearing  you 

niight 


To    Lady    STEELE.  taif 

might  be  difpleafed,  I  fend  this,  though  it  has 
only  to  fay  that  I  am,  with  entire  love  and  duty, 
your  moft  obedient  bufband,  and  humble  fer<* 
vant^  Rich.  St£Ble» 


4'*immttmmmmm 


LETTER  CCXXIIL    To  Lady  Steele. 

D£AR  PRUF,  NOY.  IQ,  lyiS. 

I  AM  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  your  let- 
ter on  the  reverfe  of  my  coufin's.  Your  in- 
difpofition  is  a  very  great  grief  to  me.  I  defire 
you  to  ufe  brandy  to  bathe  your  head,  till  you 
hear  Dr.  Garth's  advice  by  next  poft.  Betty  is 
very  well,  and  Molly  up,  and  has  this  day  taken 
phyfic,  which  ihall  be  continued  as  much  as 
proper,  and  at  proper  diftances.  I  have  a  great 
packet  to  anfwer  from  Scotland,  of  which  you 
ihall  have  a  further  account  in  my  next.  I  am 
devotedly  yours.  Rich.  Steele* 


LETTER  CCXXIV.    To  Lady  Steele,  at  Car- 
marthen, South  Wales.    Frank,  Richard  SueU. 

Dear.  Prue,  Dec.  6,  1716. 

TH 1 S  is  only  to  fay  we  are  all  well.     A- 
mong  other  little  matters,  I  wait  an  an- 
fwer from  you  before  I  fet  out  for  Scotland,     I ' 
am,  dear  Prue,  faithfully  thine,  "Rich.  Steele. 
Garth  advifes  your  waihiivg  your  head  with 
water  and  fait. 

LETTER 
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LETTER  CCXXV.     To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,      St.  Jameses -ftreet,  Dec.  ii,  1716. 

I  HAVE  received  yours,  with  the  inclofed 
bill  for  fifty  pounds,  I  earneftly  intreat  you 
not  t6  excruciate  your  fpirit  with  what  you 
ought  to  overlook  and  defpife.  I  will  write  to 
you  at  large  on  Tjhurfday  about  all  matters, 
efpecially  the  method  of  my  journey.  I  am, 
dear  woman,  entirely  yours,       Rich.  Steele, 


LETTER  CCXXVL     To  Lady  Steele  \ 

Dearest  Prue,  [undated]. 

THIS  is  only  to  afb  how  you  do.     lam 
Your-Betty-Dick-Eugene  Molly^s  humble 
fcrvant.  Rich.  Steele, 


LETTER  CCXXVIL    To  Lady  Steele. 

0 

V 

My  DEAR  Prue,  Dec.  13,  1716* 

MRS.  Secretary  Bpvans-}^  has  acquainted  me, 
by  the  7th  inftant,  that  you  are  well,  and 

♦  This  fcrap  is  placed  here  mod  probably  out  of  its  proper 
order ;  a  circumfiance  of  no  more  importance  than  the  letter  it- 
felfy  which  19  only  preferved  as  enumerating  all  his  family  in  a 
way  that  no  man  but  himfelf  would  «ver  have  thought  of. 

t  Sifter  to  Lady  Steele's,  mother.  Sec  Letter  CXXX.  ad 
jintm.  She  was  at  this  time  a  widow.  Se€  Letter  CCXXI.  ^d 
fimm. 

very 
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Very  much  my  friend  and  fervant.  Mrs.  Evans 
went  to  fee  Betty  yefterday,  who,  ihe  fays,  is 
grown  a  very  fine  lady.  Moll  fat  by  me  a  little 
as  I  was  writing  yefterday ;  j[he  will  not  be  at  all 
marked,  but  is  a  dear  child.  Eugene  is  grown 
a  very  lively  gentleman.  After  all  this  news, 
which  takes  in  all  the  compafs  of  whatever  you 
care  for  "^',  you  will  not  much  regard  politics  if 
I  fliould  write  any.  But  it  feems  my  Lord 
Townlhend  is  out,  and  Stanhope  and  Methuea 
the  two  fecretaries  for  England,  and  Duke  Rox- 
borough  -f  made  a  third  fecretary  for  Scotland ; 
for  which  place  I  intend  to  fet  out  this  day,  with 
an  opportunity  of  a  gentleman's  coach  going 
down.  I  am,  dear  Prue,  your  moft  affectionate, 
x>bedient,  languiftifng  relift.  Rich.  Steele. 
The  machine  is  almoft  ready. 


■I 


LETTER  CXXVIII.    To  Lady  Steele. 

* 

Dear  Prue,  Dec.  18,  1716. 

WHETHER  I  love  you  becaufe  you  arc 
the  mother  of  the  children,  or  them 

*  By  this  exprelfion  it  appears  their  firft  boy  Dick  (fee  p. 
105)  was  now  dead.     Eugene  died  in  November  1723. 

f  John  Ker,  Duke  of  Roxborough,  was  appointed  fecretary 
for  North- Britain,  Dec.  169  17x6.  He  refigned  that  office, 
Aug.  25,  1725;  and  fince  that  period^  indead  of  a  diClindk  fe- 
cretary of  ftate  for  Scotland,  there  has  been  regularly  a  keeper 
•f  the  fignet  under  the  other  two  fecretaries. 

3  becaufe 
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becaufe  you  are  their  mother,  1  ktiow  not;  but  I 
am  fure  I  am  growing  a  very  covetous  creature 
for  the  fake  of  both  of  you,  I  am  making  hade 
to  Scotland ;  have  only  a  fmall  affair,  which  I 
will  acquaint  you  with  in  my  next,  and  am, 
entirely  yours.  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CCXXIX.    To  Lady  SYeele. 

Dear  Prue,     St.  James's-ftreet,  Dec.  20^  1716. 

MRS.  SECRE'I^ARY*  writes  me  word  you 
have  a  curiofity  to  know  what  buftle  it 
^was  that  you  heard  of  at  the  playhoufe.  It  was 
occafioned  by  a  gentleman's  coming  in  very 
rough,  in  a  riding-habit ;  and  the  fentry  enquir- 
ing of  him  where  he  was  going,  as  he  offered  to 
pafs  into  a  box,  he  told  him,  if  he  oppofed  his 
paffagc  he  would  ihoot  him  through  the  head. 
The  foldier  was  the  more  alarmed  at  him,  and 
pt  rfifted  to  detiy  him  entrance ;  at  which  the 
flrangcr  pulled  out  a  piftol,  and  (hot  the  man  in 
the  neck.  He  was  feized,  and  feveral  piftols 
found  about  him,  and  proves  one  Mr.  Freeman, 
a  madman.  The  houfe  was  in  a  very  great  up- 
roar, crying  out  J'he  Prince!  who  only  appeared 
indifferent  and  compofed  -|-. 

I  long 

*  Mrs.  Bcvans.     See  Letter  CCXXVI. 
f  The  (Irange  circumnance  here  alluded    to  happened  at 
Drury-lane  theatre  on  the  6th  of  December,  1716,  when  the 

Prince 
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.  I  long  to  be  gone  from  hence.    The  chil- 
dren lare  all  well.    I  am,  dear  Prue,  ever  thine^ 

Rich.  ST£Et£. 
Your  man  Sam  owes  aue  three-pence,  whicbi 
fnuft  be  deduded  in  the  account  between  you 
and  me ;  therefore,  pray  take  care  to  g^t  it  in, 
or  Hop  it  *. 


'*m^^mmfminfl 


LETTER  CCXXX.     To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,     St.  James's-ftreet,  Dec.  22,  1716. 

THIS  wiihes  you  an  agreeable  Chriftmas. 
I  have  taken  fuch  care,  as  to  be  as  eafy  on 
the  road  -f  as  travelling  about  this  town.  I  am, 
dear  Prue,  with  the  fincereft  paffion,  ever  yours, 

^ICH»  St££L£. 
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LETTER  CCXXXL    To  Lady  Steele, 

Dear  Prue,  Chriftmas-day, 

I  WENT  the  other  day  to  fee  Betty  at  Chel- 
fea,  who  reprefented  to  me,  in  her  pretty 

prince  of  Wales  was.prefent  at  the  tragedy  of  Tameriane.  A 
particular  account  of  the  whole  tranfa^lion^  of  which  Steele  has 
here  given  his  Lady  a  good  ,abflra6l,  is  in  the  **  Political  State," 
Tol.  XII.  p.  547.  Mr.  Freeman  was  a  gentleman  of  Surrey, 
and  had  for  fevcral  years  been  troubled  with  fits  of  lunacy. 
Though  the  foldier's  wounds  did  ndt  prove  mortal,  Mr.  Free- 
man was  committed  to  Newgate,  on  the  additional  charge  of 
having.killed  a  man  in  the  country  two  days  before. 

*  A  fneer  at  Lady  Steele's  excefiive  £(ttention  to  money*  See 
Letter  CCXXXI.  and  Letter  CCXUI.  and  atie. 

t  In  his  journey  to  Scotland. 

K  language. 
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language,  ^*  that  ihe  feemed  helplefs  and  ffichd- 
Icfs,  without  any  body^s  taking  notice  of  her  at 
Chriftmas,  when  all  the  children  but  Ihe  and 
two  more  were  with  their  relations/*  I  have  in- 
vited her  to  dinner  to-day,  with  one  of  the 
teachers,  and  they  Jire  here  now  in  the  room ; 
Betty  and  Moll  very  noify  and  pleafed  together, 
Befs  goes  back  again,  as  foon  as  ihe  has  dined,  to 
Chellea.  1  have  flayed  in,  to  get  a  very  advan- 
tageous affair  difpatched ;  for,  I  affure  you,  I 
love  money  at  prefent  as  well  as  your  Ladyfliip, 
and  am  entirely  yours,  .  JIich.  Steele, 

I  told  Betty  1  had  writ  to  you;  and  (he  made 
me  Open  the  letter  again,  and  give  her  humble 
duty  to  her  mother,  and  defire  to  know  when 
Ihe  Iball  have  the  honour  to  fee  her  in  town. 

m 

She  gives  her  love  to  Mrs.  Bevaus  and  all  her 
coufins. 


mm 


LETTER  CCXXXII.    To  Lady  Steels. 
Dear  Prue,    St.  James's-ftreet,  Dec.  28,  1716. 

IT  is  matter  of  gain,  not  matter  of  gallantry, 
keeps  me  here  thus  long.  I  hope,  within  a 
poll  or  two,  to  give  an  account  of  a  thing  that 
will  bring  us  a  great  fum  of  money  *. 

All  my  endeavours  and  thoughts  tend  only  to 
^  extricate  my  condition,  and  have  no  debt  but 

*  A  contrivance  of  a  machine  for  bringing  fifli  to  London  » 
of  which  a  more  particular  account  is  given  in  the  fequei  of  thi« 
publication^    See  Letter  CCXXXIV,  &c. 

that 
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that  to  a  good  wife  and  a  few  dej^r  innocents* 
lam,  dedr  Pruc,  eternally  thine,     R.Steele* 
The  King  leaves  Hanover  the  4th  of  Janu«» 
iry,  our  ftyl^. 


LET  FER  CCXXXIIL    T»o  Udy  SxfifetE* 

Dear^  DEAR  Prue,  Jan.  i,  1716-174 

St.  James*s-ftr«ct* 

IWl^B  ydu  fi^oitt  thy  foul  ah  hijipy  ilew 
year,  and  many,  very  different  from  what  wd 
have  hitherto  had.  In  order  thereunto,  I  have 
have  taken  a  refolution,  which,  by  the  bleffing 
of  God,  I  will  ftedfaftly  keep,  to  make  my  chil» 
dren  partners  with  me  in  all  my  future  gain,  ia 
the  manner  I  have  before  defcribed  to  you.  That 
you  may  be  convinced  of  this  happy  change, 
you  Ihall  be  yourfelf  the  keeper  of  what  I  lay  up 
for  thiem  by  quarterly  portions  from  this  day.  I 
am,  with  the  tendereit  affeftion,  your  faithful 
hufband,  and  molt  humble  fervant,  R,  Steele^ 
Your  children  are  all  very  well. 


^^^^^^f 


I 


LETTER  dCXXXlV,    To  Lady  SxiEtfi. 

bEAR  PruEj  .      ]kn.  3,  ijiSriy* 

Thurfday,  St.  James's-ftreet» 
HAVE  tlie  pleafure  to  acquaint  you  that 
Giilmore's  work*  is  juft  finifhedj  and  that 

♦   See  Leftet  CCXXXlJ. 
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there  are  fome  littld  matters  befides,  wbicii  will 
forthwith  highly  coiyduce  to  the  good  of  you 
and  your  little  ones.  The  Courtiers  are  in  a 
very  great  hurry,  which  cannot  be  compofed 
till  the  King  comes  *.  The  order  for  the  pay  of 
our  commiffion  lies  before  the  Treafury ;  when 
that  is  figned,  I  &all  leive  the  town,  though  but 
tor  go  and  come  from  Scotland.    Ever  yours. 

Rich.  Steele. 
You  may  be  fure  I  mean  to  return  i>y  way  of 
Carmarthen* 


i«^yiUM^rf* 


LETTER  CCXXXV.    To  Lady  Steele. 

De AH  PR^fej   St.  Jamcsf's-ftreet,  Jan.  4, 1 7 16- 1 7. 

I  HAVE  received  your  long  letter,  for  which 
I  thank  you,  and  will  punitually  obfervethe 
direftions.  I  liave  anfwered  concerning  my 
coufin  Griffith  to  Mr.  Madocks,  beeaufe  you, 
being  unacquainted  with  the  methods  of  the 
Univerfity,  would  not  hiave  Comprehended  what 
I  mean.  You  will  find  Jonathan  provided  for 
in  a  ihort  time.  Every  tittle  ihall  be  obferved 
as  you  direded,  I  am  your  moft  obedient  and 
afieQionate  hufband.  Rich.  Steele. 

You  are  utterly  miftaken  in  your  fufpicion  of 
toy  having  borrowed  of  my  coufin  ;  there  is  in- 
debd  do  fuch  thing  diredly  or  indire£tly. 

*  Who  was  then  ai  Hanover. 

LETTER- 
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To    La»y    S  T  E  E  L  E»  i;j3 

LETTER  CCXXXVI.   Ta  tady  Stbbw. 

Dear  Prub,  Jan.  >,  1716-17. 

FORGIVE  me  that  I  can  %  00  mow  now 
th^n  juft  to  tell  you  we  arc  well,  and  am, 
witk  all  truch>  your  faithful,      Dick  8tsms» 


LETTER  CCXXXVIL    To  Lady  Steele. 

DearPrue,  St.  James Vftrcet,  Jan.  10,  I7i6-i7, 

I  HAVE  fome  matters  of  profit  now  on  the 
anvil,  which  I  cannot  be  able  to  explain  till 
Tucfday's  poft,  at  which^ime  you  fhall  have  a 
full  account ;  but,  between  that  and  this,  little 
more  than  to  tell  you  I  am  alive,  and  while  fo 
inviolably  thine.  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CCXXXVIIL    To  Lady  Steele. 
Dear  Prue,  Jan.  12,  1716-17. 

I  HAVE  yours  of  laft  poft  without  ^  date, 
and  Ihall,  in  every  particular,  govern  myfelf 
as  you  direft.  You  know  you  are  next  week  to 
have  particulars  concerning  all  the  prefcnt  views 
,of.  Madam,  your  moft  affectionate  hulband,  and 
moft  devoted  humble  fervant,  Rich.  Steeli^. 
Our  little  people  are  very  lively  and  Well. 

K  3'  LETTER 
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LETTER  CCXXXIX.    To  Lady  SrEEtB. 

Deab.  Prue^  Jan.  17,  I7i6'*i7. 

IH  AV  E  yours  on  a  leif  of  the  widow^'s.  liF 
you  knew  how  deeply  it  touches  me,  you 
would  not  write  in  fuch  a  feornful  and  unkind 
ftyle  to.  Madam,  your  moft  affeftionate,  obedi- 
ent hufband|  Rich.  St^el^. 


^LETTER  CCXL.     To^ady  Steele, 

Dbah  Pruje;,  Stt  J?imcs's,  Jan.  ig,  17^6-17. 

I  HAVE  prepared  the  letter  for  Morgan 
Dayies,  &c,  but  they  are  at  home,  and  laixi 
^t  court,  and  cannot  go  tp  my  own  houfe  till 
too  late  for  the  poft.  You  ihall  have  al|  yo\^r 
commands  fpoken  to  ne^xt  poft.  The  King 
came  .hither  about  five  o'clock.  I  am,  deaf 
fxm,  eternally  ypur§,  JIich,  Stee^<p. 


'  r.y 


LETTER  CCXLL     To  Lady  Stbel?. 

Dear  Prue,  [undated.] 

I  HAVE  your?,  ancj,  }f  I  h^ve  ever  offends 
ed  you,  am  heartily  forry  for  it,  and  beg 
your  pardon.  As  to  the  next  circumftance,  the 
wofld  is  all  alijce  every  where ;  and  I  kno^y  nq 
pccafion  for  expefting  great  friendfliip,  and  dif- 

interefte(^ 


L_. 
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Intereft  condud ;  but  maitKain  a  difcreet  and 
diftant  correfpondenee,  at  the  fame  time  always 
ready  to  do  what  good  one  can  to  relations, 
without  thinking  of  whatreturp  they  will  make. 
I  do,  as  you  advifc,  court  and  convcrfe  with 
men  able  and  willing  to  ferve  me.  But,  after 
this,  you  grow  very  pleafant,  and  talk  of  8ool, 
Ple^fe  to  fhew  me  in  your  next  how  you  make 
out  fuch  a  demand  upon  me,  and  you  fliall  have 
my  ferious  anfwer  to  it.  Your  words  are,  •'  the 
^'  full  800I.  you  owe  me."  You  advife  m?  to 
take  care  of  my  foul :  I  do  not  know  what  you 
can  think  of  yours,  when  you  have  and  do 
with -hold  from  me  your  body.  I  obferve  what 
you  fay  of  coufin  Alexander,  and  ihall  be  glad 
of  his  correfpondence.  I  l)^ye  not  yet  had  any 
money  as  a  commiffioner  ;  but  fliall  next  week, 
and  then  will  pay  Betty's  fchooling,  &c.  Your 
fnoil  pbedient,  humble  hufband  and  fervant. 

Rich.  Steele. 
I  inclofe  to  you  a  letter  from  Morgan  Davies, 
with  my  anfwer  on  the,  back*  I  believe  you 
had  better  conceal  that.  I  fend  you. his  letter; 
you  may  be  fure.  he  fliall  have  no  confent  of 
mine  feparate  from  yours,  for  you  rule  me  a^^ 
tir^ly. 


K4  LETTER 
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LETTER  CCXLIL    To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue*  Feb.  5.  1716-17. 

I  WRITE  without  having  any  thing  new  to 
fay.  I  am  going  to  be  very  eafy,  God  be 
thanked,  in  my  affaits;  to  throw  off  all  hangers- 
on,  put  my  debts  in  a  regular  way  of  payment, 
which  1  cahnot  immediately  difcharge  ;  and  try 
to  behave  myfelf  with  the  utmoft  circumfpec- 
tion  and  prudence  in  all  the  duties  of  life,  efpe- 
cially  of  being,  dear  Prue,  your  moft  obliged 
hufband,  and  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CCXLin.    To  Lady  Steele. 

DsAR  Prue,  Feb.  9,  1.716-17. 

I  SHALL  obferve  your  direflions  concerning 
Dick  Philips;  but  it  gives  me  great  indig- 
pation  to  obferve  that  you  are  forced  to  go  to 
law  for  the  balance  of  your  accompt.  1  hope 
you  take  care  of  your  health,  and  let  nothing 
'difoompofe  you,  that,  when  we  meet,  we  may 
have  healthy  bodies  and  eafy  minds,  and  enjoy 
the  comforts  of  life  with  tranquillity.  1  am 
ever  yours,  Rich.  Steele. 


To    Ladv    S  T  |:  E  L  E.  '         I  jy 

LETTER  CCXLIV.     To  the  Lady  Steele,  at 
Carmarthen,  South  Wales^    'Prank,  Richar d Stale. 

Dear  P^.ue,  Feb.  ;6,  1716-17. 

SOBER  or  riot,  I  am  ever  yo\irs, 
RiCH.  Steele* 


LETTER  CCXLV.     To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Feb.  23,  I7r6-i7. 

IH  AV  E  not  any  thing  particular  to  fay  to- 
night, but  that  I  am  informed  there  will  be, 
within  a  few  days,  further  changes  at  court. 
Your  children  are  all  very  well.  I  wait  with 
great  impatience  for  the  receipt  of  my  money. 
There  is  forfeited  money  in  town,  but  it  is  not 
yet  in  the  Exchequer.  I  amj  dear  Prue,  ever 
yours.  Rich.  Steele. 


«h 


LETTER  CCXLVI.     To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Feb.  28,  1716-17. 

T  AM  very  well  pleafed  with  the  behaviour 
X  of  David*  at  Oxford,  who  has  rendered  him- 
felf  very  agreeable  to  all  the  Whig  world,  on  a 
very  proper  occafion,  at  Oxon.  He  fpoke  con- 
temptibly of  the  Pretender  in  a  public  fpecch^ 
and  the  Prodor  thought  fit  to  reprove  Kvcix 

*  David  S<iurlock,  probably,  a  Ton  of  Lady  Steele'«  uncle. 

thereupon)^ 
3 
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thereupon.     The  Bifliop  of  Bangor  *  takes  pg- 
cafion  to  efpoufe  him  in  this  junfture. 

Your  daughter  Moll  is  noify,  Betty  very 
grave,  and  Eugene  very  ftrong  and  lufty.  We 
are  not  yet  paid  a  farthing ;  when  wc  are,  I  (hall 
f(jnd  you  dowq  a  receipt  for  Betty's  fchooling* 
Ever  yours.  Rich.  SrEEtE. 


LETTER  CCXLVII.     To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  March  2,  1716-17. 

I  USUALLY  write  to  you  the  firfl  thing  I 
do  on  a  poft-day ;  but  to-day  company  came 
in,  and  made  me  negled:  it.  Afterwards  I  wa3 
called  abroad ;  then  came  home,  and  Budgell-f*, 
Penfon  J»  and  Fuller§,  game  ip  upon  me  to  dinner. 
Tjie  two  laft  ftayed  till  the  evening ;  and  Fyllfr 
carried  me  with  him  to  the  play,  from  whence 
I  am  now  returned  home.  Your  friend  Keck  || 
was  the  fineft,  gayeft  figure  there,  and  Captain 
Ferrers  gallantly  attending  behind  her.  All 
your  family  is  well.    Good-night.     I  am,  deaf 

Prue,  ever  thine,  Rich,  Steele. 

) 

♦  Bifhop  Hoadly.  f  Euftacc  Budgell. 

J  William  BeDfony  cfq.  Auditor  of  the  Imprefl. 

§  See  p   izi,  note. 

(I  This  lady  afterwards  proved  herfelf  an  excellent  friend  to 

^ne  of  Stepie^  daughters,  as  appears  fix>in  fome  fubfequeiu 
Letters. 

LETTER 
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'.     LETTER  CXLVIII.    To  Lady  SxEEtE. 

My  DEAiiEST  ^JiuE,  and  beloved  Wife,  &c. 

[undated.] 

I  HAVE  yours  of  the  7th  inftant,  which  turns 
whoU)^  upon  my  taking  care  of  my  health, 
find  advice  to  forbear  embarking  too  deeply  in 
public  matters,  which  ypu  enforpe  by  remind- 
ing nie  of  the  ingratitude  I  have  met  with.  I 
have  as  quick*  fenfe  of  the  ill-treatment  I  havp 
received  as  is  confiftent  with  keeping  up  my 
pwn  fpirit  and  good-humour.  Whenever  I  am 
a  malcontent,  1  will  take  care  not  tol  be  a 
gloomy  one,  but  hope  tp  keep  fome  ftings  of 
wit  and  humour  in  my  own  defence.  1  am 
falking  to  my  wife,  and  therefore  may  fpeak 
my  heart  and  the  vanity  of  it.  I  know,  an4 
you  are  witnefs,  that  I  have  ferved  the  Royal  Fa- 
piily  with  an  unrefervednefs  due  only  to  Heavenjj 
^nd  I  am  now  (I  thank  my  brother  Whigs)  not 
pofl'efled  of  twenty  (hillings  from  the  favour  qf 
the  Court.  The  Playhoufe  it  had  been  barbarity 
Xo  deny  at  the  playerjj'  requeft,  and  therefore  I 
do  not  allQ\y  it  a  favour.  But  I  banifh  the  very 
pemory  of  thefe  things,  nor  will  I  expedt  any 
thing  but  what  I  muft  ftrike  out  of  myfelf.  By 
Tuefday's  poft  I  think  I  ihall  be  able  to  gueft 
yvhen  I  fliall  leave  the  tpwn,  and  turn  all  my 
thoughts  tp  finifli  my  cpmedy  *.    You  will  find 

*  If  tl)is  was  bis  <'  Confcious  Lovers/'  if  remained  unfinifhed 
till  1721.      '  . 

I  haye 
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I  have  got  fi3.muc|;ixoTijB:an^y  and  fbrtttude  as  to 
live  my  own  way  (within  the  rules  of  good- 
breeding  and  decency)  where-ever  I  am;  for  I 
will  not  facrifice  your  huiband,  and  the  father 
of  the  poor  babes,  to  any  one's  humour  in  the 
world.  But  to  provide  for,  and  do  you  good, 
is  all  my  ambition. 

I  have  a  lift  of  21  leafes  for  the  fetting  out 
199I.  8  s.  per  annum.  I  have  not  yet  heard  of 
Mr.  Philips.     I  am,  dear  Prue,  ever  yours. 

Rich.  Steele, 


LETTER  CCXLIX.      To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Hampton-court,  Marchi6, 1716-17. 

IF  you  have  written,  any  thing  to  me  which  I 
fliould  have  received  laft  night,  I  beg  your 
pardon  that  1  cannot  anfwer  till  the  next  poft. 
.The  Houfe  of  Commons  will  be  very  bufy  the 
next  week  ;  and  I  had  many  things,  public  and 
private,  for  which  i  wanted  four- and  twenty 
hours  retirement,  and  therefore  came  to  vifit 
your  fon.  I  came  out  of  town  yefterday,  being 
Friday,  and  (hall  return  to-morrow.  Your  fon, 
at  the  prefent  writing,  is  mighty  well  employed, 
in  tumbling  on  the  floor  of  the  room,  and  fweep- 
ing  the  fand  with  a  feather.  He  grows  a  moft 
delightful  child,  and  very  full  of  play  and  fpirit. 
He  is  alfo  a  very  great  fcholar :  he  can  read  his 

Primer  4 
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Primer ;  and  I  have  brought  down  my  Virgih 
He  makes  moft  flirewd  remarks  upon  the  pic* 
tures.  We  are  very  intimate  friends  and  play- 
fellows. He  begins  to  be  very  ragged ;  and  'I 
hope  I  ihall  be  pardoned  if  I  equip  him  with 
new  cloaths  and  frocks,  or  what  Mrs.  Evans 
and  I  Ihall  think  for  his  fervice.  1  am,  dear 
Prue,  ever  yours,  I^icH.  Stbelb* 


LETTER  CCL.    To  Lady  Steele. 
Dear  Prue,  March  19,  17 16-17. 

MR.  RICHARD  PHILIPS  was  with  mc 
this  morning,  and  I  figned  the  leafcs  to 
which  I  faw  your  hand.  This  day  has  been  a 
great  affair  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons*  Mr. 
Walpole,  in  very  clear  and  excellent  terms,  Isud 
before  us  th^  date  of  the  debt  of  the  nation,  and 
propofed  a  way,  by  lowering  the  intereft  girea 
to  the  creditors  of  the  kingdom,  and  other  me- . 
thods,  to  eafe  our  circumftances.  I  happened" 
to  be  the  only  man  in  the  Houfe  who  fpoke 
againft  it  *,  becaufe  I  did  not  think  the  way  of 
doing  it  juft.  I  believe  the  fcheme  will  take 
plisice ;  and,  if  it  does,  Walpole  muft  be  a  very 
great  man. 

I  am  very  well  pleafed  with  the  profpefl:  from 
Mr.  Gillmore's  defign ;  and,  from  the  integrity 
of  my  intentions  in  all  my  actions,  in  great  tran* 

♦  This  if  confirmed  by  the  account  of  the  debate  in  the  •'  Po- 
»'  lilical  State^'  fbr  Mai^cfa  xvii^r?. 

quilUty 
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quillity  of  mind.  I  contrad^  my  fails  every  day  J 
and,  when  I  receive  my  money,  Ihall  be  in  fuch 
a  way  as  will  Ihew  that  you  and  my  little  ones 
ar^  all  my  fincere  delight.  I  am,  dear  Prue^ 
ever  yours.  Rich.  Steele. 


iAtammmt0imiStmm^\ti-'t        ■  fn 


LETTER  CCLI.     To  Lady  Steele. 

Feb.  25,  1716-17* 
HlS-goei  to  dear  Priie,  to  comfort  her  ill 
her  abfeiice  from  her  hufband.  If  Ihe 
thinks  the  diftaiice  as  painful  as  he  does,  hear- 
ing from  him  muft  be  a  great  fatisfadion.  I 
am  fure,  ds  Ibon  as  I  have  made  my  affairs  io 
eafy  as  that  we  can  be  together  without  being 
interrupted  with  wotldly  care,  I  Ihall  put  an  end 
to  the  dlftahcc  betweeh  us.  I  every  day  do 
fortiething  toWards  this,  aiid  next  week  Ihall  pay 
^ff  Madam  Dawfon.  You  Ihall  hate,  withiri 
few  days,  a  ftate  of  my  circumftances,  the  pro- 
fped:  of  bettering  them,  and  the  progrefs  t 
have  already  made  in  this  neceffary  work.  The 
children  do  come  on  fd  well,  that  it  would  makd 
even  me  covetous,  to  put  them  in  a  condition 
^qual  to  the  good  genius,  I  blefs  God,  thcf 
feem  to  be  of.  Moll  is  the  iloifieft  little  crea- 
ture in  the  world,  and  as  active  as  a  boy.  Md* 
dam  Betty  is  the  graveft  of  matrons  in  her  airi 
and  civilities.  Eugene,  a  moft  beautiful  and 
lufty  child.     The  parliament    goes    on    but 

coldly  I 
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coldly ;  but  I  hope  there  is  a  warmer  fpitit  will 
foon  appear  ia  the  fervice  of  this  nation,  which^ 
poffeficd  of  the  moft  folid  blelEngs,  facrifices  it- 
felf  to  trifles.    Yours  ever,         Rich.  Steelei 


rtt* 


LETTER  CCLIL    To  Lady  Steejle. 

Dear  Pru£^  [undated.} 

YOURS  of  the  1 8th  lies  befcrre  me  ;  and  I 
am  convinced  that  generous  in  my  caN 
riage  Ihould  rather  be,  what  you  call  it,  thought^ 
lefs.  As  for  the  company  I  am  fo  meet  with,  1 
fliall  maintain  a  general  complaifancc,  and  think 
the  fincerity  of  fpcaking  all  one  thinks  a  great 
infult  and  injury  towards  the  reft  of  the  world* 
I  affure  you,  we  will  have  no  quarrels  on  that 
fcore ;  for,  as  I  owe  every  body  civility,  fo  I 
owe  you  to  go  on  your  own  way ;  nor  will  I  de- 
bate with  you  on  thefe  fubjefts,  but  proceed  in 
my  own  way.  To  Ihew  you  that  I  am  grown^ 
very  hard-hearted  fellow,  and  fit  for  this  world, 
Mrs.  Long*  has  been  arretted,  and  I  have,  upon 
her  application,  refufed  to  concern  myfelf  m  her 
affairs.  It  was,  I  think,  a  little  confident  in  her 
to  afk  it  of  me ;  and,  in  fuch  cafes,  I  think  I 
may  be  as  bold  to  deny  unreafonable  things,  as 
they  are  to  afk  them.  The  Lords  of  the  Trea- 
fury  have  ordered  us  fome  money,  and  I  fhall 

*  It  might  have  been  fuppofed  that  this  was  the  celebrated 
beauty  recorded  among  the  Kit-cat  toafts,  who  retired  from  the 
world  on  account  of  pecuniary  diHrefs  j  but  it  appears  from  the 
<•<  Supplement  to  Swift,*'  that  ihc  died  at  Lyon^  Oec.  2i»  171  if 

huiband 
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huiband  it  to  the  bed  advantage,  to  keep  above 
this  ill-mtiiTed  world ;  but  it  is  a  terrible  cir- 
cumftatxce  to  have  one's  money  due  to  oihers  bo- 
fore  it  CQn:iesiiito  one's  own  hands,    . 

Dick  Philips  has^  been  here  to-day ;  and,  after 
we  bad  dkied,   I  'executed  the  leafes.     I  am 
highly  pkafed  and  fatisfied  with  your  condud:, 
and  think  you  trome  up  to  the  defcription  in  the 
Proverbs  *  of  the  good  woman,  of  whom  it  is  faid,. 
that  her  hufband  Ihall  be  honoured  from  her 
.  t:hara(5tex.     1  do  aflure  you,  I  am  not  afliamed 
to  tell  you^  that  I  fubmit  my  condud:  to  the 
imitation  of  yours,  and  fhall  take  you  with  me 
in  all  matters  of  concern.     You  arc  to  know^ 
that  I  have  been  calling  about  how  to  turn  a 
kind  inclination  towards  me  at  prefent  into  what 
is  folid.     Thqre  is  an  eftate  forfeited  to  the 
King,  of  lOoL  a  year,  by  one  who  died  for  mur- 
der.    It  is  a  thing  I  have  come  to  the  know- 
ledge of  by.-tte»bye  ;  and  believe  I  fliall  have  a 
grant  of  it,  to  help  me  out  of  the  inconvenien- 
cies  my  zeal  brought  upon  me,  and  I  have  not 
yet  recovered.     One  does  not  know  what  fate 
any  letter  may  meet  with  ;  therefore  I  can  never 
find  in  my  heart  to  commit  fecrets  to  paper. 
But  take  it  for  granted,  I  ihall  hereafter  Ihew 
very  little  romance  in  the  temper  and  condud: 
of,  dear  Prue,  your  moft  affedtionatc  hufband, 
and  jmoft  obedient  fervant.  Rich.  Steeue^ 


*  Cbap.  xxi.  23. 


LETTER 
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LETTER  CCLIIL   To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  [tmdated.] 

I  HAVE,  yours,  whereift  you  mention  Fuller, 
and  the  account  you  have  that  he  ihewed  an 
infolent  joy  at  his  wife's  death.  I  do  not  fet  up 
to  excufe  his  conduct  towards  his  wife,  but  fhaU 
take  care  of  mine  towards  my  own. 

You  tell  me  you  want  a  little  flattery  from 
me.  I  aflure  you  I  know  no  one  who  deferves  fo 
much  commendation  as  yourfelf,  and  to  whomfay- 
ing  the  beft  things  would  be  fo  little  like  flatterf  • 
The  thing  fpeaks  itfelf,  confidering  you  as  a 
very  handfome  woman  that  loves  retirement, 
one  who  does  not  want  wit,  and  yet  is  extremely 
fincere ;  and  fo  I  could  go  through  all  the  vices 
which  attend  the  good  qualities  of  other  people^ 
of  which  you  are  exempt.  But,  indeed,  though 
you  hare  every  perfediojn,  you  have  one  extra- 
vagant fault,  which  almoft  fruftrates  the  good 
in  you  to  me,  and  that  is,  that  you  do  not  love 
to  drefs,  to  appear,  to  Ihine  out,  even  at  my  re-^ 
queft,  and  to  make  me  proud  of  yoU|  or  rather 
to  indulge  the  pride  I  have  that  you  are  mine. 
This  is  all  I  wiih  changed  in  you,  which  I  hope 
you  will  bring  about,-  and  condefcend  to  be, 
what  nature  made  you,  the  moft  beauteous  and 
moft  agreeable  of  your  fex,  at  the  inftance  of, 

L  dear 
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dear  Prue,  your  moft  affedionate,  obfequious 
hufband.  Rich.  Steele. 

A  quarter  of  Molly's  fchooling  is  paid. 

The  children  are  perfedlly  well. 


LETTER  CCLIV.    To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  /      March  23,  i7i6-i7, 

I  WRITE  by  youf  order,  though  I  have  no- 
thing new.  My  money  is  not  yet  come  to 
hand ;  and  I  am  very  impatient  for  it,  becaufei 
would  Ihew  you,  as  foon  as  it  is  in  my  power,  a 
reformation  in  the  management  of  expence.  I 
am,  dear  Prue,  your  moft  obedient,  obliged  huf- 
band/ Rich.  Steele. 


w$mM 


LETTER  CCLV.     T6  Lady  Sf  eeL£. 

My  dearest  Prue,  March  26,  17 17. 

I  HAVE  received  yours,  wherein  you  give 
me  the  fenfible  afflidtion  of  letting  me  know 
of  the  continual  pain  in  your  head.  I  could  not 
meet  with  neceflary  advice ;  but,  according  to 
the  defcription  you  give  me,  I  am  c6nfident 
walhing  your  head  in  cold  water  will  cure  you  | 
I  mean,  having  water  poured  on  your  head,  and 
rubbed  with  an  hand,  from  the  crown,  of  your 
head  to  the  nape  of  your  neck.    When  I  lay  in 

your 
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your  place,  and  on  your  pillow,  I  affure  you,  I 
fell  into  tears  laft  night,  to  think  that  my  charm* 
ing  little  infolent  might  be  then  awake  and  in 
pain,  and  took  it  to  he  a  fin  to  go  to  fleep. 
.  For  this  tender  paffiort  towards  you,  I  muft 
be  contented  that  your  Pruelhip  will  condefcend 
to  call  yourfelf  my  well-wiiher,  I  am  going 
abroad,  and  write  before  I  go  out,  left  accidents 
ihould  happen  to  prevent  my  writing  at  alL  If 
1  can  meet  with  further  advice  for  you,  1  will 
fend  it  in  a  letter  to  Alexander,  I  am,  dear 
Prue,  ever  thine.  Rich.  Steelb. 


niMMin 


LETTER  CCLVI.    "Jo  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  I^rue^  '        March  30,  1717. 

TH  E  omiffion  of  laft  poft  was  occafioned  by 
my  attendance  on  the  Duke  of  Ncwcaftle, 
who  was  in  the  chair  at  the  Kit- cat  Be  fo 
good  as  to  forgive  me.  Wc  have  not  yet  one 
fliilling  from  the  coriimiffion,  though  750 1.  is 
become  due,  nor  indefed  know  we  when  to  ex- 
pert it.  1  hope,  however,  within  few  days  to 
take  up  as  much  money  as  will  pay  off  all  hang- 
ers on,  and  to  have  no  more  for  the  future.  I 
pant  for  lerfure  and  tranquillity,  which  I  hope 
to  enjoy  when  we  meet  again.  1  am,  dear  Prue, 
your  moft  obedient,  affedlionate,  faithful  huf- 
band.  Rich.  SteeLe. 

Li  LETTEIi 
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LETTER  CCLVn.     To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  April  2,  1717. 

I  AM  jiift  come  from  a  parliamentary  club; 
and  can  only  fay  all  your  family  is  well, 
efpecially  he  who  is  ever  yours,       R.  Steele* 


LETTER  CCLVIir.    To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  April  9,  ijiy. 

I  WRITE,  according  to  your  advice^  before 
I  go  out  in  the  morning ;  and  indeed  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  fit  fo  late,  that  what  with 
that,  and  being  carried  off  to  dinner^  one  is 
apt  to  run  into  the  expence  of  the  whole  day, 
without  having  an  hour  to  fend  to  one's  beft 
friend.     I  gave  Mrs.  Evans  the  part  of  your 
letter,  but  there  is  no  occafion  for  that  caution  ; 
the  child  in  her  eyes,  and  every  where  clfe,  is  in 
perfed  good  health.     God  be  thanked,  the  refi 
are  in  the  fame  condition ;  and  we  want  nothing 
here  but  the  receipt  of  money.     I  dined  yefter- 
day  in  Chancery- hne,  and,  after  dinner,  vifited 
Mr.  Keck,  who  is  very  well,  and  much  your 
Ladyfhip's  iervant.    Keep  up  your  fpirit,  and 
let  us  live  like  a  man  and  woman  that  love  when 
we  next  meet.     I  embrace  you,  and  am   your 
mod  aSedlionate,  and  moil:  obliged,  hmnble  fer- 
vant.  Rich.  Steele. 

LETTER 
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LETTER  CCLIX.     To  the  Lady  Steele,   at 
IGaiinarthen,  South  Wales.    Frank,  Richard  Steik. 

Dear  Prue,  [undated.] 

I  AM,  as  you  obferve,,  ftill  in  town,  and  have 
your  rallying  letter*.  The  claims  of  the  faiif 
iex:  are,  you  fay^  unaccountable.  It  is  well  fof 
you  they  are ;  for,  I  afTure  you^  I  think  you 
both  the  faireft  and  the  befi  of  women. 

I  have  been  much  at  home  and  alone  finoe  we 
parted.  I  am  come  to  a  refolution  of  making 
my  three  children  my  partners,  and  will  con- 
itantly  lay  up  ibmething  out  of  all  receipts  of 
money  for  each  of  them,  in  a  box  bearing  the 
name  of  the  little  one  to  whom  it  belongs.  Betty 
grows  tall,  and  has  the  beft  air  I  ever  faw  in  any 
creature  of  her  age.  I  am  going  to  dine  with 
the  Speaker.  Things  at  Court  feem  to  be  in  a 
very  uncertain  way.  I  am^  dear  Prue^  eternally 
yours,  Ricif^  Stsei^ie. 


I     I         I  mm^mmm^m 


LETTER  CCLX.     To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Pru^,  April  10,  17 17. 

IT  is  now  Wednefday,  and,  meeting  with 
your  letter,  I  write  now,  left  I  ihould  •  not 
have  leifure  tp-mprrow,  when  pur  board  are  to 
meet  very  early.  Now,  as  to  your  letter.  Yojj 
fay  I  am  reported  a  Tory.    You  know  I  have 

«  Sec  Lett.  CCJ^XXII.  p.  130  %  and  Lett.  CCXXXUT.  p.  131;^ 
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always  an  unfafhlonable  thing,  called  confcience, 
in  all  matters  of  judicature  or  juftice.  There 
happened,  *  a  little  \vhile  ago,  a  petition  to  be 
brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Conicnons  from  the 
Roman-catholics,  praying  relief  as  to  point  of 
time,  and  the  meaning  of  certain  claufes  which 
afFefted  them.  When  there  was  a  queftion  juft 
ready  to  he  put  upon  this, :  as  whether  it  Ihould 
be  rejedtcd  or  not,  I  flood  up,  and  faid.to  this 
purpofe:  , 

^^  Mr.  Speaker, 

*^  I  cannot  but  be  of  opinion,  that  to  put  fe- 
*f  verities  upon  men  merely  on  account  of  reli* 
^*  gion!  is  a  moft  grievous  and  unwarrantable  pro-» 
^^  ceeding.  But,  indeed,  the  Roman-catholics 
^^.hold  tenets  which  are  inconfiftent  with  the  be-. 
**  ing  arid  fafety  of  a  Proteftant  people ;  for  this 
**  reafon  we  are  juftitied  in  laying. upon  them 
*^  the  penalties  which  the  parliament  has  from 
*^  time  to  time  thought  fit  to  inflidl :  but.  Sir, 
*^  let  us  not  purfue  Roman-catholics  with  the 
•^  fpirit  of  Roman-catholics,  bqt  a^  towards 
*^  them  with  the  temper  of  our  own  religion. 
"  If  we  do  fo,  we  fhall  not  expedt  them  to.  do 
"  any  thing  in  lefs  time  than  is  neceflary  to  do 
**  it,  or  to  conduft  themfelves  by  rules  which 
•^  they  do  not  underftand,'*  &c. 

When  I  had  adventured  to  fay  this,  others 
followed;  and  there  is  a  bill  direcEled  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  petitioner*.     I  fuppofe  this  gave  an 

handl? 
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handle  to  the  fame  of  my  being  a  Tory  ;  but 
you  may,  perhaps,  by  this  time,  have  heard  that 
lam  turned  Preibyterian ;  for  the  fame  day,  in  a 
meeting  of  a  hundred  parliament  men,  I  labour- 
ed as  much  for  the  Proteftant  Diffenters, — ^Now 
for  the  news.  Mr.  Walpolp,  Mr.  Methycn, 
and  Mr.  Pulteney,  have  refigned  their  offices. 
Mr,  Stanhope  is  to  go  intp  the  Treafury.  Mr. 
Addifon  and  Lord  Sunderland  are  to  be  Secre- 
taries of  State.  Lord  Townfhend  is  removed 
from  Lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland;  he  is  to  be. 
fucceeded  by  the  Duke  of  'Bolton :  and  the 
Duke  of  Newcaflle  to  be  Lord-chamberlain. 
We  have  got  no  money.  I  recover  very  faft  of 
my  gouty  lamenefs ;  and,  now  I  am  in  a  better 
way,  I  pwn  to  you  I  have  had  a  fad  time,  fcarce, 
ever  well  of  the  gout  fince  we  parted.  The 
children  and  all  your  family  are  well.  God 
blefs  yoy.    ,  IIich.  St^^^e. 

As  foon  as  I  have  money,  I  will  have  Pall-I^all 
fearched  fqr  a  houfe. 


LETTER  CCLXr.    To  Lady  Steeli;. 

Dear  Prue,  St.  James's,  April  13,  17 17. 

WE  are  here  all  well.  They  tell  me  I  ihall 
be  fomething  in  the  new  changes ;  but 
what  I  k;nQW  no?,  nor  do  J  car^,  as  it  may  mal^§ 

L  4  me 
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c  your  moft 
id, 
cH.  Steele, 


LETTER  CCLXII.    To  I*ly  Steele, 

Dear  PRUE,  April  16,  1717. 

I  DINED  this  day  with  Mr.  Secretary  Addi- 
fon,  who  received  the  feals  of  office  laft 
night. 

The  employment  of  CommiiBoQer,  by  the  ad: 
which  conftitutes  the  commiffion,  forbids  my 
haying  any  other  o$ce.  But  I  am  not  out  of 
humour,  &c.  I  am  your  i^ofl  afifedionate,  obe- 
dient huiband,  Rich>  Steei>b* 


LETTER  CCLXIII.    ToLadySTEEH. 

Dear  Pkue,  [undated.} 

I  HAD  a  letter  from  Mr.  Scurlock,  coolly 
faybg,  you  ordered  btm  to  let  me  know 
you  were  indifpofed,  and  could  not  write. 

I  ezped  more  fondnefs,  and  that  you  fay,  at 
leaft,  fome  kind  thing  to  me  under  your  own 
hand  every  poft.  The  Lords  of  the  Treafury, 
when  they  went  out  of  their  poft,  ordered  half- 
a-year's  falary  to  our  commilEon;  and  when 
that  ounes  out  of  the  managers  hands,  frorn 
the; 
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the  eftates  forfeited^  we  Ihall  be  paid ;  and  that,, 
I  believe,  will  be  about  a  fortnight  hence.  In 
the  mean  time,  I  want  it  forely,  to  pty  off  many 
things,  and  keep  fomething  by  me^  if  ever  I  can 
bring  myfelf  to  that  oeconomy . 

You  have  the  kindeft  of  hufbands. 

Rich.  Steels. 

I  am  very  lame,  but  in  good  health  otherwife. 


LETTER  CCLXIV.    To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  April  19,  1717. 

YOUR  family  and  children  are  in  good 
health.  We  have  half^a-year's  falary  or- 
dered to  our  commiffidn,  which  will  be  paid  as 
foon  as  our  country  receivers  can  remit  it  out 
of  Lancaihire ;  which  is  all  that  at  prefent  oc* 
curs  to,  Madam,  your  moft  obfequious,  faithful 
huiband.  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CCLXV.    To  Lady  Steele. 

My  dear  Prue,  April  22,  1717^ 

I  Have  yours,  which  is  full  of  goo^  fenfe^ 
and  ihews  in  you  a  true  greatnefs  of  mind^ 
But  at  the  fame  time  that,  according  to  your 
advice,  I  ihun  all  engagements  which  may  en- 
fnare  my  integrity,  I  am  to  feek  aH  occafions  of 
profit  that  are  con iiftent  with  it.    Little  Molly, 

who 
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who  is  in  the  houfc  with  me,  is  a  conftant  dun  to 
gf t  money ;  for  it  gives  my  imagination  the  fe- 
vered wound  when  I  confider  that  flie,  or  any  of 
my  dear  innocents,  with  nothing  but  their  mere 
innocence  to  plead  for  them,  fhould  be  expofed 
to  that  worldj  which  would  not  fo  much  as  re- 
pair  the  lofles  and  fufFerings  of  their  poor  fa- 
ther, after  all  his  zeal  and  fupererogatory  fer- 
vice.  You  fay  well,  *^  it  will  be  well  for  them  to 
*^  have  it  to  fay  their  father  kept  his  integrity  ; 
**  but  if  they  fay,  at  the  fame  inftant,  he  left  us 
*^  competent  eftates,  it  will  be  fo  far  from  leff- 
^^  ^ning,  that  it  will  advance  his  charaifler." 
But  1  Ihall  not  fpend  much  time  tp  convince 
you  that  it  is  a  good  thing  to  get  money,  but 
Iblemnly  promife  you  I  w^ill  ro  ipore  pmit  any 
fair  opportunity  of  doing  it. 

You  writ  to  me  fpme  time  ago  to  order  .you  a 
news-paper ;  I  have  done  fo,  and  the  letter  frpin 
the  Secretary's  office  aifo  will  come  every  poft 
to  you. 

The  fcene  of  bufinefsf  will  be  very  warm  at 
the  next  feffion ;  but  my  leflon  is  fo  ihort  (that 
of  following  my  confcience),  that  I  Ihall  go 
through  the  ftorm  without  loiing  a  wink  of 
fleep.  I  have  told  you,  in  a  former  letter,  that 
ever  fince  you  went  I  have  been  almoft  as  great 
a  cripple  as  your  dear  mother  was ;  and  indeed 
I  recover  mighty  flowly.  I  take  your  advice  of 
temperance,  and  am,  with  my  whole  heart, 
yours  for  ever.  Rich.  Steele. 

7  Mr. 
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Mr.  Gillmare's  affair  is  quite  finiihed  with 
great  fuccefs,  infomuch  that  Sir  Ifaac  Newton 
is  defirous  the  machine  may  ftand  at  his  houfe, 
and  be  carried  from  thence  to  the  parliament* 
Benfon,  GilJmore,  and  I,  rheet  to-morrow,  to 
concert  all  matters  relating  to  it  againft  the' 
Houfe  of  Commons  meet  again,  which  is  on 
the  6th  of  May. 


LETTER  CCLXVL  ^  To  Lady  Sti^ele. 

pEAR  Prue,  [undated.]  - 

I  HAVE  yours,  with  your  advice  againft 
temptation,  &c.  All  I  can  aver  is,  that  I; 
have  learned  a  language,  and  written  a  book,  to 
keep  me  out  of  vanities  '^.  All  Ihall  be  done  as 
fail  as  I  can.  You  have  here  inclofed  what  you 
^irefted  I  Ihould  fend  for  Morgan  Davies, 

Thus  far  I  writ  on  Saturday  laft;  but  went  to 
Mrs,  Clayton's  -f-,  and,  with  fome  people  there, 
went  to  Court,  and  was  detained  fo  as  not  to  be 
able  to  get  away  to  difpatch  my  letter  to  you, 
for  whiph  I  beg  your  pardon.  If  I  do  not  do 
my  bufinefs  juft  now,  I  muft  be  contented  to  go 
on  in  the  beaten  dull  road,  and  aim  no  more  at 
lively  ftrokes.  / 

Qh,  Prue,  you  are  very  unkind  in  writing  in 

*  Steele  alligQs  this,  ampng  other  reafons,  for  the  publicar 
tipn  of  his  little  book,  intituled,  "  The  Chrifliaa  itero." 

f  Afterwards  Lady  Sundon,  bed-chamber  woman  and  friend 
of  Queen  Caroline.  Ip  the  Life  of  Bifhop  Hoadiy,  prefixed  to 
his  Works)  are  many  letters  from  th  f  worthy  Prelate  to  A^rs. 
Clayton, 

fo 


ip»^""**-      ■      ■'■  '      '  ^ 
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fo  cool  a  flrain  to  the  warmeft,  tenderefl  heart 
that  ever  woman  commanded.  I  am^  dear 
Prue,  your  moil  obedient  huiband^  and  moil 
humble  fervant,  Rich.  Steeie. 

I  have  dircded  the  cream  of  tartar  "  To  Mr. 
^  Alexander  Scurlock," 


LETTER  CCLXVIL    To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Wcdnefday,  April  24,  1717. 

I  HAVE  a  letter  from  your  fecretary *,  in^' 
timating  you  were  going  to  fee  the  entry  of 
the  judges^  and  could  not  write  yourfelf.  I 
would  not  ufe  fo  harfh  a  phrafe  as  expeSty  though 
I  have  formerly  taken  the  liberty  of  that  word 
when  it  concerned  a  Queen  ^ ;  but  I  befeech 
you^  when  you  have  healthy  to  employ  your  own 
fair  hand  to^  Madam^  your  mod  obliged  and 
afiedionate  hufband.  Rich.  Steele^ 


LETTER  CCJLXVItt.     To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  April  26,  1717* 

I  AM  much  obliged  to  you  for  fo  long  a  let? 
cer  in  your  own  hand-writing.  I  am  glad 
you  are  any  way  got  out  of  Davies's  clutches; 
there  is  no  poffibiiity  6f  efcaping  out  of  fucb 

*  Either  Mrs.  Bevinsj  or  Mr.  Alexander  Scurlock. 
f  In  his  "Crlfis.'» 

claws 
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claws  without  lofs  of  fome  blood.    I  am  trying 
to  get  out  of  huckfters'  hands  here  alio. 

It  is  not  poffible  to  defcribe  to  you  the  per* 
plexities  into  which  the  buiinefs  of  this  nation 
is  plunged ;  and  it  is  a  :mekncholy  refle&ion, 
that  one  has  no  comfort  in  confidering  the  af- 
fairs of  this  diilrefied  people,  but  as  ill-ufage 
and  a  general  corruption  abate  one's  concern 
for  the  publick.    Yours  ever.    Rich.  Steblb. 


LETTER  CCLXIX.      To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  April  30,  1717. 

YOURS»  without  date,  lies  before  me.  I 
am  forry  you  give  yourfelf  any  inquietude 
about  the  frivolous  little  humours  of  others. 
There  is  a  plain  affable  way  of  a&mg,  without 
engaging  one*s  felf  with  much  concern,  which 
you  underftand  well  enough  if  you  pleafe.  I  take 
Sir  Thomas  Stfjpney '^  to  be  a  fair,  worthy  gen- 
tleman, and  in  the  intereft  of  his  country.  That 
this  may  find  you  in  eaie  and  tranquillity,  is  the 
hearty  prayer  of  your  affe&ipnate  hulband,  and 
moil  humble  fervant.  Rich.  St£Blb« 

*  sir  Thomas  Stepnej,  bait,  was  then  one  of  the  mefllbcrf 

for  the  ^uDty  of  Carmarthen* 

XETTER 
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\ 

LETTER  CCLXX.     To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  [May  i,  1717.] 

YOU  never  date  your  letters,  which  very 
much  perplexes  me.  To  avoid  the  fame 
fault,  I  tell  you  .that  I  have  juft  received  yours 
on  Wedncfday  evening,  May  the  ift,  and  fit 
down  to  anfwer  now  I  am  alone  and  at  leifure. 
I  am  heartily  concerned  for  your  eyes.  I  have 
often  told  you,  I  believe  you  have  ufed  enchant* 
ments  to  enflave  me ;  for  an  expreffion  in  yours 
of  good  Dick  has  put  me  in  fo  mucl}  rapture, 
that  I  could  forget  my  prefent  moll  mifcrable 
lamenefs,  and  walk  down  to  you.  I  have  at  this 
time  intereft  enough  to  do  what  you  afk  for 
Sandy ;  but  I  do  not  aik  Mr.  Secretary  Addifon 
any  thing.  Gillmore  dined  with  me  to-day, 
when  Benfon  was  ex  petted,  but  did  not  come, 
to  our  great  uneaiinefs ;  for  we  were  to  have 
taken  meafures  to  bring  the  matter  into  parlia- 
ment^ and  concerted  every  thing  elfe  relating  to 
the  machine,  which  is  a'  mofl  prodigious  work^ 
My  Lord  Cadogan,  who  is  now  in  the.iirft 
degree  of  favour,  fat  with  me  here  the  other 
night  above  an  hour.  I  ihfould,  by  his  great 
franknefs  and  generofity  "of  mind,  be  rightly  re- 
commended and  reprefented,  but  my  decrepid 
condition  fpoils  all.  The  money  is  not  yet 
come  to  hand^  which  makes  me  very  uneafy, 

and 


I 
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and  out  of  patience.  I  think  the  affair  which 
Sandy  afks  for,  is  to  be  fyrveyor  of  glafs  win- 
dows for  Carmarthen,  and  an  adjacent  county. 
I  had  not  intereft  in  the  Treafufy  till  this  new 
Commiffion  *  was  conftituted,  but  think  there  is 
hot  one  in  it  that  would  not  be  ready  to  do  me  a 
little  favour.  My  dear  little,  peevifli,  beautiful, 
wife  governefs,  God  blefs  you.  Rich.  Steele. 
I  do  not  write  news  to  you,  becaufe  I  have 
ordered  the  letter  from  the  Secretary's  office  to 
be  fetit  to  you  conftantly. 

Thurfday,  Three  in  the  Afternoon,  May  2,  1717. 
I  had  a  very  painful  night  laft  night,  but,  af- 
ter a  little  chocolate  an  hpur  or  two  ago,  and  a 
chicken   for  dinner,   am  much  more  at  eafe. 
Your  fervant,  R.  Steele. 


LETTER  CCLXXL    To  Lady  SxkELE. 

Dear  Prue,  May  7,  I7i7» 

I  AM  glad  to  hear,  by  a  Jetter  from  your 
couiin,  that  yuu  are  well :  but  have  taken 
phyiic  this  morning,  and  cannot  hold  down  my 
head  to  paper ;  therefore  hope  you  will  excufe 
your  faithful^  obliged  hufband^  Rich.  Steele. 

«  The  then  Lords-commiflioners  were,  Vifcount  Stanhope, 
Lord  Torrington;  with  John  Wallop,  George  fiaillie,  aBd 
Thomas  Micklcthwayte,  efquires. 

LETTER 
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LETTER  CCLXXII.     To  Lady  SrEEtt. 

Dear  Prue,  [undated.] 

I  AM  under  much  mortification  from  not 
having  a  letter  from  you  yefterday ;  but 
will  hope  that  the  diftance  from  the  poft,  now 
you  are  at  Blengorfe,  is  the  occafion. 

I  love  you  withtKe  moft  ardent  affedion,  and 
very  often  run  over  little  heats  that  have  fome- 
times  happened  between  us  with  tears  in  my 
eyes.  I  think  no  man  living  has  fo  good,  fo 
difcreet  a  woman  to  his  wife  as  myfelf ;  and  I 
thank  you  for  the  perfevcrance  in  urging  me 
inceflantly  to  have  done  with  the  herd  of  indi- 
gent unthankful  people,  who  have  made  me 
negled:  thofe  who  fliould  have  been  my  care 
from  the  firfl  principle  of  charity. 

I  have  been  very  importunate  for  juftice  to 
the  endeavours  I  have  ufed  to  ferve  the  publick; 
and  hope  I  Ihall  very  foon  have  fuch  reparation 
as  will  give  me  agreeable  things  to  fay  to  you 
at  our  meeting,  which  God  grant  to  you  and 
your  mofk  obfequious  hufband.  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CCLXXIII.    To  Lady  5teei-e. 

My  dear,  honoured,  lovely  Prue,        [undated.] 

I  YESTERDAY  received  two  letters   from 
you  by  the  fame  poft^  and  am  comforted 
4  from 
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from  the  fear  of  your  want  of  health,  which  I 
thought  occafioned  the  omiffion  of  a  letter.   The 
letter  wherein  you  fpeak  of  the  looL  remitted 
to  Mrs.  Clark  has- no  date,  which  always  creates 
puzzles.     I  highly  admire  and  honour  you  for 
your  good  conduft  in  clearing  your  eftate  and 
paying  your  debts.    Nothing  on  my  part  ihall 
be  omitted,  to  render  you  chearful  in  your  en- 
deavours for  pur  common  good :  for  I  defign 
to  allow  you  to  be  the  head-piece,  and  give  as 
much  into  your  power  as  I  can,  which  is  but 
juftice  to  the  good  and  fkilful  ufe  you  have  made 
of  the  power  already  rcpofed  in  you.  The  poor 
Spaniih  horfe  is  dead ;  the  mule  I  fhall  make  a 
prefent  of  to  a  young  gentleman  who  is  fond  of 
him.     I  exped:  a  horfe  fit  for  my  own  riding  in 
return.     I  gave  Mrs.  Evans  your  letter;   her 
brothei^-in-law  is  at  prefent  very  ill,  fo  that  (he 
cannot  make  any  refolution.   You  aik  about  tny 
chariot.    Fuller  made  me  a  prefent  of  a  very 
good  one :  the  old  one,  with  ten  pounds,  will 
purchafe  a  good  chaife.    Depend  upon  it,  I  ab- 
hor debt  as  much  as  treafon«    Ever  yours. 

Rich*  Steele. 
You  may  be  fure  I  have  faid  nothing  to  Dick 
Philips  which  I  ihould  not  have  faid,  &c» 


M  LETTER 
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LETTER  CCLXXIV.    To  Lady  Steele. 

Deah  Peue,  May  9,  17 17. 

.  T  HAVE  inteUigwe  from  Carmarthen  that 
"«  X  y^^  ^^^  well  at^^  Blengorfe.  Upon  ferioas 
refledtlon,  your  not  giving  me  one  line  yourfelf 
is  fuch  a  flight  notice  of  me^  that  indeed  I  will 
not  write  to  you  hereafter  but  in  anfwer  to  your 
own  hand.  If  Sandy  tells  me  that  *'  you  arc 
'*  well  ;**  I  will  repartee,  *f  I  am  well/'  to  him, 
without  further  pains-taking.  I  was  forced  to  lie 
lad  night  at  a  lodging  next  door  to  Mr.  Wilks^ 
in  Covent-gardcn. 

The  children  and  all  your  family  are  well. 
Yours  ever^  Rich.  Steele. 


^ 


LETTER  CCLXXV.    To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  r-    May  11,  1717.' 

I  HAVE  a  letter  from  Blengorfe  of  the  6th, 
from  Mr.  Sandy.  You  might  have  made 
ufe  of  the  fame  conveyance.  I  cannot,  nor  will 
I,  bear  fuch  apparent  negleft  of  me ;  and,  there- 
•fore,  if  you  do  not  write  yourfelf,  except  you 
are  not  well,  I  will  not  write  to  you  any  more, 
than  by  telling  your  fecretary,  "  I  am  well,**  &c. 
Yours,  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER 
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LETTER  CCLXXVL    To  Lady  Steele* 

Dear  Prue,  May  14,  1717. 

I  HAVE  your  kind  letter  of  May  7,  which 
was  a  great  pleafure  to  me.  I  begin  to 
think  I  ihall  have  my  limbs  very  foon  again^  for 
I  am  in  an  unufual  freedom  in  my  faculties.  If 
you  have  bufinefs  to  do  in  the  country,  do  it,  for 
things  here  are  not  yet  in  fo  good  a  way  as  I 
hope  they  will  be  foon.  You  muft  not  put  me 
off  with  excufes  for  want  of  paper,  fince  I  fend 
you  every  poll  a  flieet  to  anfwer  with,  inclofed 
with  that  I  write  to  you.  I  am,  dear  Prue,  ever 
yours,  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CCLXXVII.     To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  May  18,  1717. 

I  WAS  mightily  pleafed  with  a  letter  under 
your  hand,  for  the  length  of  which  I  thank 
you.  I  do  not  infift  upon  long  epiftles ;  but  to 
have  a  line  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  keep  up 
tur  fpirits  to  each  other.  I  am  obliged  to  you 
for  your  inclination  towards  the  girls,  and  tho 
thought  of  taking  up  the  mortgage.  •  You  bid 
me  write  no  crofs  ituff.  I  aik  no  unreafonable 
things  to  keep  me  in  good-humour.  I  cannot 
imagine  what  you  and  your  couiin  can  have  dif- 
agreed  fo  much  about ;  but  ihe  is  my  relation  as 
ihe  is  yours.  I  am  wonderfully  recovered  to 
what  I  was.  Eugene,  Betty,  and  Molly,  are  in 
perfedt  health.    Ever  yours,    Rich.  Steele. 

M  z  Mrs« 


^Fm^^^mm^^^immimmmm 
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Mrs*  Clark  has  juft  now  been  here.  She 
pleads  poverty;  and  I  have  promifed  her,  as  foon 
jjs^  I  get  money,  to  pay  her  the  intereft  which 
was  due  on  the  50I.  which  you  have  paid  off.    • 


LETTER  CCLXXVm.    To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  May  aa,  I7i7« 

YOUR  fon  is  now  with  me  very  merry  ia 
r^gs,  which  condition  I  am  going  to  bet^^ 
ter,  for  he  Iball  have  new  things  immediately, 
Hfe  is  extremely  pretty,  and  has  his  face  fweet* 
ened  with  fomething  of  the  Venus  His  mother^ 
which  is  no  fmall  delight  to  the  Vulcan  who 
begot  him  *•    Ever  yours.       Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CCLXXIX.    To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  May  aa,  1717. 

I  HAVE  yowrs  of  the  18th,  and  an»  always 
pleafed  when  I  fee  any  thing  under  your 
fair  hand  ^  but,  by  the  way,  I  exped  the  iheet 
of  paper  I  fend  to  you  fent  up  to  me  in  the  next 
letter,  and  not  fucb  icandalous  half-fheets.  The 
report  of  e^pempting  tu^  from  pay  is  falfe ;  for 
five  hundred  pounds,  *'  for  the  time  the  commif^ 
^*  fion  was  in  Scotknd/'  ia  already  ordered  mc,, 
which  I  daily  exped  to  receive*     As  for  your 
Haying  all  the  winter,  I  long  to  fee  you,  and  we 
will  never  part  again  till  death  Separate  us.  Ben* 
^n  %%  iot  bufy  with  great  mm  that  Gilimore'9 

^  See  LettaF  CCUCXXH .  p«  167. 

afiair 
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affair  ^  is  retarded  by  it,  I  will  fay  nothing  about 
my  coming  down  till  I  fee  further  about  the 
duration  of  this  feiiion  of  Parliament.  I  am 
ever  yours.  Rich.  StEELfe. 

Left  you  fliould  tiot  read  well  the  interlinea- 
tion -f*,  I  fay,  the  500I.  ordered  me  is  for  the  time 
thecommiffion  was  in  Scotland. 

»  This  refers  to  dne  of  Sir  Richard's  projects,  alluded  to  !h 
many  of  the  preceding  letters,  for  which  ll«  ^btaiittd  a  patent, 
whence  he  derived  ultimately  no  advantage*  The  particulars  of 
it  he  publilhed  next  year^  under  the  title  of  *'  An  Account  of 
"  the  Fi(k-pooly  conMing  of  a  Defcriptioh  of  the  Veffel  fo  calU 
*<  ed,  lately  indented,  and  built  for  the  Importation  of  Fifli  ali^e 
^  and  in  good  Health  from  parts  however  diilant ;  a  Proof  of  the 
"**  Imperfe6lion  of  the  Well- boat  hitherto  uied  in  the  Fifhing 
**  Trade ;  the  ti*oc  Reafons  tvhy  Ships  become  ftiff  or  crank  in 
'*  bailing  f  with  other  Improvements  very  ufefui  to  all  Perfoqs 
**  concerned  in  Trade  and  Navigation.  Like  wife  a  Defer  iption 
"  of  the  Carnage  intended  for  the  Conveyance  ef  Fifh  by  Land 
**  in  the  (ame  good  Condition  as  in  the  Fifli-pooi  by  ftea«'* 
By  Sir  Richard  Steele,  and  Mr.  JofephGiUmore,  mathemati* 
cian^  iTi^>  Sv<>'  Dedicated  to  the  Hon.  Sir  John  Ward^  knt. 
Lord-mayor  of  London.  Sir  Richard's  patent  for  this  invention 
was  dated  June  i«»  1718.  It  appears  from  this  publication,  and 
from  N*  XXV IIL  the  laft  number  of  his  '*  Theatre,"  that 
Steele  expe£ied  to  have  made  an  ample  fortune  by  this  machine : 
but,  on  trial,  it  did  not.anfwer  his  expe6tations ;  for,  though  by 
this  ingenious  contrivance  the  6(hes  were  fupplied  with  a  conti* 
aual  Hream  of  water  in  eroding  the  fea,  yet,  not  brooking  the 
confinement,  they  battered  themfelves  againft  the  iides  of  the 
veffeiy  and  were  Co  much  injured  in  their  pafTage,  that,  when 
brought  to  market,  they  did  not  fetch  a  proper  price.  We  learn 
however  with  certainty,  from  a  fubfequent  letter,  CCLXXXIX. 
p.  175,  that  Steele's  expeace  was  not  immtrtife  on  this  occa* 
^on;  and  that  the  fate  of  his  invention,  though  a  great  difap- 
pointmeat,  was  by  no  means  i'uch  a  lofs  to  him,  as  it  is  reprc* 
ientcd  by  the  writer  of  his  life  in  the  Uhgrapbia  Briiwmicai  art* 
Steele,  p.  3833,  note. 

i*  The  words  marked  in  p.  164.  by  invented  commas. 
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LETTER  CCLXXX.      To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  [undated.] 

IF  you . knew  how  glad  I  am  to  fee  a  long 
letter  from  you,  I  dare  fay,  as  fantaftically 
ihy  as  you  are  of  doing  any  thing  that  fliouid 
make  your  hufband  think  you  love  him,  you 
would  oftener  afford  me  that  pleafure.  When 
Jonathan  anfwers  my  letters,  I  {hall  know  what 
to  do ;  but,  if  I  thought  quite  fo  ill  of  him  as 
the  reft  of  his  relations  do,  I  fliould  wholly  de- 
cline the  thought  of  ferving  him.  I  never  had 
any  thought  of  making  an  expence  at  Carmar* 
then  but  on  a  fairer  profpedt  than  I  ever  yetfaw. 
I  have  had  abundance  of  refle&ion  fince  we 
parted ;  and,  in  the  future  part  of  my  life,  you 
will  find  me  a  very  referved  man,  and  clear  of 
all  hangers-on.  I  find  by  all  the  care  and  induf* 
try  which  a  man  ufes  for  others,  if  they  are  be- 
holden to  your  pocket,  they  are  only  afliamed 
they  were  obliged  to  you,  and  leave  your  inte- 
reft.  I  ihall,  therefore,  hereafter  make  my  ex* 
pence  upon  my  own  way  of  living,  and  my  own  * 
houlhold  and  little  family.  Though  my  wife 
gives  herfelf  whimfical  airs  of  faying,  "  if  ihe  is 
.  unworthy,  yet  the  children" — I  fay,  though  you 
-talk  of  the  children,  if  I  will  not  mind  you ;  I 
tell  you  they  are  dear  to  me  more  that  they  are 
yours  than  that  they  are  mine.    For  which  I 

knov? 
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know  no  reafon,  but  that  I  am^  in  fpite  of  your 
Ladylhip's  coynefTes  and  particularities^  utterly 
youts^  Rich.  Steele* 


LETTER  CCLXXXL    To  Lady  Steeie. 

Dear  Prue,  May  27,  1717. 

TO  Ihew  you  how  little  I  deferve  or  under* 
Hand  what  you  mean  by  Mrs.  Bevans's  in* 
folence,  or  Mr.  Philips's  wrongs  to  you,  I  make 
no  anfwer  to  fuch  unreafonable  intimations,  as  if 
they  were  fupported  by  me.  I  affure  you  my 
head  is  too  full  at  prefent  to  enter  into  what  it 
is  impoflible  for  me,  at  this  diflance,  to  appre* 
hend.  I  wilh  I  could  make  you  eafy,  I  am  fure 
I  would  do  it ;  for  I  have  no  tranquillity  when 
I  think  you  are  under  any  difcompofure.  I  am 
ever  yours.  Rich.  Steele* 


LETTER  CCLXXXIL    To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  May  30,  1717. 

I  HAVE  yours,  wherein  you  railly  about 
Venus  and  Vulcan  *.  I  do  not  doubt  but  1 
fliall  fee  you  as  fine  a  lady  as  ever  you  were ;  I 
am  fure  I  Ihall  think  you  fo ;  but  complacency^ 
and  a  little  regard  to  a  poor  decrepid  creatute, 
ungratefully  and  barbaroufly  ufeid,  1  fliould 
think,  you  owe  me  as  a  whig,  if  not  as  a  wife. 

*■  Sec  Letter  CCLXXVIIL  p.  i«4. 

M4  Tlus 
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This  day  there  comes  on  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons a  debate  *,  whether  the  Earl  of  Oxford 
Ihould  be  tried,  and  when.  I  am  going  thither 
out  of  curiofity,    I  am,  dear  Prue,  ever  yours. 

Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CCLXXXIII.    To  Lady  Steele. 
Dear  Prue,  June  ii,  1717. 

I  HAVE  yours  of  the  5th  inftant,  for  which 
I  heartily  thank  you.  Your  expedient  of 
nurfe  Jervafe  is  a  very  rough  medecine ;  but 
your  own  kind  letters  are  a  fafe  and  a  pleafant 
cure  againft  fuch  evils  as  you,  in  raillery,  feem 
to  apprehend.  I  write  this  from  Richmond, 
where  I  hj^ve  been  fince  yeftcrday  morning  at  a 
lodging  near  Wilks,  who,  1  believe,  will  bring 
matters  to  bear  fo  as  that  there  will  be  no  play- 
houfe  but  ours,  allowing  Rich,  who  is  almoft 
broke,  a  falary  while  there  is  but  one  houfe.  I 
am  in  hopes,  one  way  or  other,  let  the  courtiers 
do  as  unthankfuUy  as  they  pleafe,  I  (hall  pick 
up  a  comfortable  fortune.  When  1  faid  I  would 
do  towards  you  as  to  all  mankind,  you  were  to 
underfland,  that  if  I  am  hard  upon  no  pdrt  of 
mankind,  1  fliall  not  be  fo  towards  the  nearcft 
ration  in  nature,  a  good  wife.  Do  not  talk  of 
Jove  taking  leave  of  an  objeft ;  I  tell  you  I  love 
you  to  dotage.    Gillmore  is  here  with  me;  I 

^  See  an  Account  of  it  in  ^<  Political  Sute^*'  voL  XIII.  p.  7£4« 

took 
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LETTER  CCL: 

Dear  Prub, 

I  AM  heartily 
ceived  on  Whitluntide,  was  lo  agreeable  lo 
you.  It  is  indeed  in  our  power  to  make  each 
other  as  happy  as  mortals  are  capable  of  being. 
I  have,  io  purfuance  of  the  refoJution  I  told  you 
of,  parted  with  my  new  man,  and  have  now 
only  Willmot.  If  you  think  Sam  would  recover 
here,  it  is  well  to  fend  him ;  but  I  cannot  tell 
when  I  can  leave  the  town,  becaufe  the  trial  of 
my  Lord  Oxford  will  prolong  the  {effvm  :  the 
managers  for  that  purpofe  were  named  yeller- 
day.  I  have  been  a  little  intemperate,  and  dif- 
compofed  with  tr ;  but  1  will  be  very  Ibber  for 

•  Mr.  Gillmore'i  place  of  abode  wai  at  Nettlelon  in  Wilt. 
ftire.  The  curioni  may  find  more  inrarmatiod  raUtiTC  ro  (hi* 
Mgcnious  man  in  the  "  AccouDt  of  ib«  FiA-poul,"  OMBtioitcd 
In  the  note  on  Letter  CCLXXIX,  p.  165. 

the 
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the  future  elpecialljr  for  the  fake  of  theriioff 
amiable  and  moft  deferving  woman,  who  has 
made  -me  her  happy  Have  and  obedient  huf- 
band.  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  COLXXXV.    To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prtje,  June  20,  1717. 

I  HAVE  yours  of  the  14th,  and  am  infinitely 
obliged  to  you  for  the  length  of  it.  I  do 
not  know  another  whom  I  could  commend  for 
that  circumftance  j  but  where  we  entirely  love, 
the  continuance  of  any  thing  they  do  to  pleafe 
us  is  a  pleafure.  As  for  your  relations ;  once 
for  all,  pray  take  it  for  granted,  that  my  regard 
and  condud  towards  all  and  fingular  of  them 
ihalt  be  as  you  diredt. 

I  hope,  by  the  grace  of  God,  to  continue 
what  you  wilh  me,  every  way,  an  honeft  man. 
My*  wife  and  my  children  are  the  objeds  that 
have  wholly  taken  up  my  heart ;  and  as  I  am 
not  invited  or  encouraged  in  any  thing  which 
regards,  the  publick,  1  am  eafy  under  that  neg- 
led,  or  envy  of  my  paft  aftions,  and  chearfully 
contrad  that  diffufive  fpirit  within  the  interefts 
of  my  own  family.  You  are  the  head  of  us ; 
and  I  fioop  to  a  female  reign,  as  being  naturally 
made  the  flavc  of  beauty.  But,  to  prepare  for  our 
manner  of  living  when  we  are  again  together,  give 
me.  leave  to  lay,  while  I  am  here  at  leifure,  and^ 
come  to  lie  at  Cbelfea,  what  I  think  may  con* 
4  tribute 
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tribute  to  our  better  way  of  living.  I  very 
much  approve  Mrs.  Evans  and  her  hufband ; 
and,  if  you  take  my  advice,  I  would  have  them 
have  a  being  in  our  houfe,  and  Mrs.  Clark  the 
care  and  infpe&ion  of  the  nurfery.  I  ,would  have 
you  entirely  at  leifure,  to  pafs  your  time  with 
me  in  diverfions,  in  books,  in  entertainments, 
and  no  manner  of  bufinefs  intrude  upon  us  but 
at  ftated  times.  For,  though  you  ^re  made  to 
be  the  delight  of  my  eyes,  and  food  of  all  my 
fenfes  and  faculties,  yet  aturn  of  care  andhoufe- 
wifery,  and  I  know  not  what  prepoffeffion  againft 
converfation-pleafures,  robs  me  of  the  witty  and 
the  handfome  woman  to  a  oegree  not  to  be  ex- 
prefled.  I  will  work  my  brains  and  fingers  to 
procure  us  plenty  of  all  things,  and  demand  no- 
thing of  you  but  to  take  delight  in  agreeable 
dreffes,  chearful  difcourfes,  and  gay  fights,  at- 
tended by  me.  This  may  be  done  by  putting 
the  kitchen  and  the  nurfery  in  the  hands  I  pro- 
pofe ;  and  I  fliall  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  pa6 
as  much  time  at  home  as  I  poflibly  can,  in  thb 
bell  company  in  the  world*.  We  cannot  tell  here 
what  to  think  of  the  trial  of  my  Lord  Oxford ; 
if  the  miniflry  are  in  earneft  in  that,  and  I  Ihould 
fee  it  will  be  extended  to  a  length  of  time,  I  will 
leave  them  to  themfelves,  and  wait  upon  you, 
Mifs  Moll  grows  a  mighty  beauty^  and  fhe  Ihall 

♦  This  totnpany  he  did  not  long  enjoy,  for  he  was  deprived 
of  it  by  death  next  year,  not  long  after  her  return  to  Lobdon. 
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be  ¥ery,  prettily  drefied,  as  likewife  fliall  Bettf 
and  Eugene ';  and,  if  I  throw  away  a  little  mo« 
ney  in  adorning  my  brats,  I  hope  you  will  for- 
give me :  they  are,  I  thank  God,  all  very  well ; 
and  the  charming  form  of  their  mother  has  tem^ 
pered  the  likenefs  they  bear  to  their  rough  fire, 
who  is^  with  the  greateft  fondnefs,  your  moft 
obliged,'  and  moft  obedient  huiband. 

Rich,  Steele. 


LETTER  CCLXXXVI.    To  Lady  SxEEit* 

Dear  Prue,  June  21,  1717. 

I  HAVE  yours  of  the  17th,  and  am  beholden 
to  you  that  you  will  be  perfuaded  to  drefs 
when  I  am  with  you.  As  for  my  fhare  about 
the  brats,  Gillmore's  affair  goes  on  fo  happily, 
that  1  am  in  no  manner  of  doubt  but  I  fhali  be 
able  to  do  amply  for  them.  1  like  your  expref- 
fion 'about  immortality,  and  know  our  happinefs 
in  next  life  will  depend  very  much  upon  our  be- 
haviour to  each  other  in  this.  We  may  promote 
or  interrupt  each  other  on  the  way  thither  by 
our  cohdudt;  and,  as  I  do  not  now  doubt  your 
part  to  me,  lb  I  hope  you  will  not  mine  to  you. 
^s  for  my  vivacities,  they  arc  changed  into 
chearful  endeavours  for  the  good  of  my  family. 
1  never  can,  I  own  at  the  fame  time,  be  what 
they  call  thoroughly  frugal;  but  my  expence 
ihall  be  at  home,  in  a  plentiful  fupply  of  all 
things  for  you  and  the  brats,  with  regard  to 

pleafures 
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pkafures  zi  well  as  neceflaries.  Mr.  Hoodiy, 
the  Biihop  of  Bangor,  has,  in  the  Sermon  ^  for 
whkh  be  is  fo  ill-treated,  done  like  an  Apoftle^ 
and  aflerted  the  true  dominion  eftabliihed  by  our 
Blefled  Saviour.  I  am,  dear  Prue,  your  moft 
affe^onate,  obliged,  obedient  hufband. 

Rich.  Stbele. 


LETTER  CCLXXXVIL    To  Lady  Steele. 

Deax  PxuiT,  Chelfea,  June  24^  17I7* 

I  RECEIVED  a  letter  from  you  without  date* 
Your  firft  anicle  is  about  Sam,  for  wbooi 
you  have  the  inclofed  advice.  There  was  no 
danger  of  my  being  a  manager  againft  Lord  Ox* 
ford  without  I  had  fought  it,  which  1  was  far 
from  doing ;  fo  far  from  that,  that  I  had  not  the 
curiofity  to  be  there  to-day,  which  was  the  firft 
day  of  his  trial^.  I  am  at  Chelfea  with  my  books^ 
and,  by  the  help  of  God,  will,  for  the  future^ 
avoid  all  odious  offices,  except  where  the  fafety 
of  my  country  is  immediately  concerned  wiih.  I 

.  '*  This  waft  tht  fatkious  Sermon  on  <'  the  Nature  of  the  King** 
'*  dom  or  Church  of  Chrift^"  preached  before  the  King,  Marcli 
3ty  1717$  which  gave  birth  to  the  well-known  Bangoriao  con-* 
trovcrfy.  In  .the  preface  to  a  volume  of  Sermons  publifhed  in. 
9754*  ra  which  this  difcourfe  i&  preferved,  Biihop  Hoadly  fiijn» 
"  At  whofc  requeft  it  was  commanded  to  be  publiihed,  I  knov 
^  not;  but  I  know  that  it  was  not,  either  dire£lly  or  indire^Ujr, 
**  from  any  de&re  of  mine.'*-—'*  An  Account  of  all  the  coafide* 
"  rable  Pamphlets,  &c.  with  occaiional  Obfervations  by  Pila* 
"  naguoHes  Clericus,"  was  publifhed  in  1719. 
t  See  p.  176. 

3  the 
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the  behaviour  of  felfifh  and  unfkilful  people  may 
not  put  us  into  the  danger  which  we  efcaped 
only  by  the  intervention  of  Providence.  1  have 
been  at  Chelfea  ever  fince  Saturday,  and  have 
enjoyed  great  fatisfa'dion  in  my  folitude.  Betty 
and  Molly  wete  with  me  here  yefternight,  that 
is,  on  Sunday  evening ;  they  were  very  good 
company,  and  I  treated  them  with  ftrawberries 
and  cream,  and,  according  to  my  fond  way,  ate 
more  than  both  of  them.  I  do  not  defign  to  be* 
Tat  the  Houfe  of  Commons  during  the  trial,  but 
pafs  my  time,  while  it  lads,  in  what  will,  I  hope, 
bring  a  large  fum  of  money  in  the  winter.  I 
am  glad  your  opinion  falls  in  with  mine,  as  to 
parting  with  Dymock,  &c.  I  am,  dear  Prue, 
ever  yours,  *    Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CCLXXXVIir.     To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  June  27,  i7i7« 

I  AM  very  uneafy  upon  not  hearing  from  you 
laft  poll.  I  have  a  great  deal  of  merry  and 
agreeable  things  to  fay,  but  the  terror  of  my 
letter *s  finding  you  out  of  order  makes  me  for- 
bear any  fuch  unfeafonable  gaiety.  Pray  write 
without  fail  next  poft,  if  you  are  able.  You  will 
beft  judge  of  the  inclofed.  I  am  your  moft 
humble  fervant^  and  obedient  hufband, 

Rich.  Steele. 
LETTER 
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LETTER  CCLXXXIX,     To  Lady  Steele. 

.  Dear  Prue,  July  a>  1717. 

YOURS  of  the  25th  of  laft  month  is  inqui- 
fitive  whether  the  affair  of  Gillmore* 
pafTes  the  Houfe  this  prefent  feflion  of  parlia- 
ment. Wc  have  examined  into  the  neceflary 
method  for  fuch  an  invention.  We  muft,  in 
the  firft  place,  have  a  patent  under  the  Great 
Seal  for  fourteen  years,  which  is  a  thing  cannot 
be  denied.  When  we  have  this,  we  are  to  fet 
forth  to  the  parliament,  by  petition,  that  we 
have  fuch  a  patent,  and  hope  we  ihall  appear  to 
merit  a  longer  term  than  the  Crown  is  able  to 
give  us,  and  afk  of  the  legiflative  power  to  add 
to  the  fourteen  years  twenty-one  more ;  fo  that, 
in  the  whole,  the  profits  in  the  invention  will  be 
in  our  families  thirty-fi«re  years.  We  are  going 
xo  take  the  patent  immediately,  which  fecures 
us  at  firft,  and  fhall  bring  our  petition  for  the 
longer  time  next  feffion.  Benfon  is  at  all  the 
charge^  that  is,  the  main  expence ;  but  you  need 
not  doubt  but  I  fhall,  one  way  or  other,  be  out 
an  hundred  pounds  before  it  is  perfeded.  All 
this  while  you. are  to  know,  that  we  are  to  have 
our  charges  placed  in  common  when  the  thing 
comes  to  bear.  It  is  demonftration  that  here  is 
a  very  confiderable  eftate ;  but  I  z,m  come  to 

♦   See  Letter  CCLXXIX.  p.  lis- 

that. 
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that,  that  be  it  never  fo  certain,  I  fhall  not  a£k 
upon  it  in  my  expences  till  I  am  actually  in  pof- 
feffion  of  the  growing  profits.,  Excellent  refor- 
mation !  You  Ihall  be  obeyed  about  Mrs.  Clark, 
and  Mrs.  Keck,  and  every  thing  elfe  in  my 
power*  The  children  are  the  moft  amiable 
things  in  the  world,  and  I  will  keep  them  very 
gay  and  prettily  drefled,  for  I  grow  a  dull  fa- 
Itiiily  creature.  All  my  public-fpirit  and  garU 
lantry  is  turned  into  the  care  of  a  wayward  beau- 
ty called  a  wife,  and  a  parcel  of  brats  callpd 
children.  Lart  night  my  Lord  of  Oxford  was 
acquitted  by  the  Lords  without  coming  to  a 
trial.  The  Commons  exhibited  articles  o£  im- 
peachment againft  him:  when  they  came  to  the 
place  of  trial,  the  Lords  mfiiled  that  the  articles 
of  treafon  ihould  be  firfi  tried ;  the  Commons 
infilled  on  their  own  method,  and  would  not 
come  to  the  Hall  on  thofe  terms,  upon  which 
the  Lords  acquitted  their  peer.  But  the  Com- 
mons immediately  went  into  a  debate  to  bring 
in  a  btH  to  puniih  him  another  way ;  which  de- 
bate is  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  and 
it  is  poffible  my  Lord  Oxford's  triumph  may  be 
but  fliort.    Yours  ever.  Rich.  Steele* 


LETTER 
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LETTER  CCXC.     To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Jt»ly4>  ^JiJ* 

I  HAVE  yours  of  the  30th  of  laft  month, 
full  of  concern  and  care  for  me,  for  which  I 
am  infinitely  obliged  to  you.  As  to  my  journey, 
1  cannot  tell  what  to  fay  as  to  the  time  of  fetting 
out ;  but  can  by  no  means  think  of  the  ftage- 
coach  :  I  muft  travel  fo  as  to  have  my  hours  my 
own,  and  halt  when  I  pleafe;  for,  you  muft 
know,  I  begin  to  take  great  care  of  your  hufband, 
as  knowing  he  grows  a  very  good  one  every 
way.  As  to  money  for  our  expences,  I  aflure  you 
I  will  take  care  of  that,  and  much  approve  your 
fcheme  as  to  the  Bkth,  before,  ^  and  after^  Car- 
marthen vifit. 

1  believe  Madam  Evans  is  not  with  child,  fo 
that  you  may  have  hopes  of  feeing  her ;  but  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  were  at  a  committee  of 
eleftions  till  twelve  o'clock;  at  the  end  of 
which,  inftead  of  waiting  in  the  cold  for  a  coach, 
and  other  inconveniencies  in  that  wearied  con- 
dition,  I  bid  Willmot  get  me  a  bed  in  Palace- 
yard  j  he  did  get  one  next  to  St.  Margaret's 
church,  from  whence  I  now  write  to  you.  And 
now,  at  ten  o'clock,  the  Houfe  are  coming  to- 
gether, the  next  morning,  about  an  addrcfs  * 
to  his  Majefty. 

*  The  purpofe  x)f  this  addrcfs  was,  *'  ta  except  the  Earl  of 
<'  Oxford  out  of  an  a£k  of  grace,"  which  had  been  recommended 
from  the  Throne*    See  pp.  178,  179. 

N  The 
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The  Lords  have  been  fo  careful  of  that  great 
patriot^  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  a  J  to  acquit  him, 
upon  a  pretence  of  privilege  which  they  never 
cierted  before.  The  Cdnimons  have  much 
indignation  at  this  ufage,  and  addrefs  the  King 
not  to  pardon  him,  that  they,,  the  next  feffion, 
may  profecute  him  in  a  parliamentary  way. 

But  what  are  thefe  things  to  us  and  brats  ?  I 
zm  entirely  devoted  to  you  and  yours.  Your 
tnoft  obedient  hufband,  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CCXCL    To  Lady  Steele. 

Ten  thoufand  times  my  dear, 

dear,  pretty  Prue,  July  ii,  17 17. 

IH  A V  E  been  in  very  great  pain  for  having 
omitted  writing  laft  poll.  You  know  the 
unhappy  gaiety  of  my  temper  when  I  have  got. 
in ;  and  indeed  I  went  into  company  without 
having  writ  before  I  left  my  houfe  in  the  morn- 
ing, which  I  will  not  do  any  more.  It  is  impof- 
fible  to  guefs  at  all  the  views  of  courtiers ;  but, 
however,  I  am  of  opinibn  that  the  Earl  of  Ox- 
ford is  not  in  fo  triumphant  a  way  as  his  friends 
imagine.  He  is  to  be  profecuted  by  way  of  bill, 
or  adt  of  parlian^ent,  next  feffion,  in  order  to 
puniih  him  according  as  he  Ihall  appear  to  de- 
ferve ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  to  be  excepted 
out  of  the  aft  of  grace  which  comes  out  next 

week. 

Pleafe 
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Pleafe  to  take  the  advice  you  give  me  on  this 
fubjefik,  and  keep  your  converfation  out  of  the 
difpute.  Your  letter  has  extreniely  pleafed  me 
with  the  gaiety  of  it ;  and,  you  may  depend 
upon  it,  my  ambition  is  now  only  turned  towards 
keeping  that  up  in  you,  and  giving  you  reafons 
for  it  in  all  things  about  you.  Two  people  who 
are  entirely  linked  together  in  intereft,  in  hu- 
mour, and  afiedion,  may  make  this  being  very 
agreeable;  the  main  thing  is,*  to  preferve  al- 
ways a  difpofition  to  pleafe  and  be  pleafed.  Now 
as  to  your  Ladyfhip,  when  you  think  fit,  to  look 
at  you,  to  hear  you,  to  touch  you,  gives  delight 
in  a  greater  degree  than  any  other  creature  can 
bellow ;  and  indeed  it  is  not  virtue,  |)ut  good- 
fenfe  and  wife  choice,  to  be  conftant  to  you.^  You 
did  well  not  to  dwell  upon  one  circumftance  in 
your  letter;  for,  when  I  am  in  good  health,  as 
1  thank  God  I  am  at  this  prefent  writing,  it 
awakes  wiflies  too  warmly  to  be  well  borne  when 
you  are  at  fo  great  a  diftance.  I  do  not  fee  any 
mention  of  your  man  Sam  ;  I  hope  the  Do&or's 
prefcription  has  been  ufeful  to  him. 

Think,  dream,  and  wifli  for  nothing  but  me, 
who  make  you  a  return  in  the  fame  affedion  to 
you  for  ever.  Your  moft  obfequious,  obedient 
bufband.  Rich.  Steele* 

Pray  date  your  letters^* 

'  ^  Which  Six  {lichard  himfelf  too  often  negUfied  to  do.    > 

'    Na  LETT]i>R 
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LETTER  CCXCn.    To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,     St.  JamcsVftreet,  Juljr  i6,  1717.. 

YOURS  of  the  I oth  inftant  lies  before  me. 
You  are  very  good  in  thanking  me  for, 
what  is  my  duty,  being  in  pain  when  any  thing 
.difturbs  you.  You  recommend  care  of  health 
and  money.  God  will,  in  his  due  time,  reftore 
me  to  the  former  by  the  ufe  of  my  limbs,  which 
is  all  I  want  of  perfect  health.  As  to  money,  I 
am  grown  very  fond  of  it  \  but,  as  you  are  a 
good  keeper  of  it,  I  defign  your  eftate  Ihall  con- 
ilantly  be  laid  up  after  the  mortgage  is  paid  off; 
and  the  allowance  for  you  and  children  fliall 
come  from  me^  over  and  above  what  your  eftate 
brings.  This  will  enable  us  to  put  our  children 
.  into  the  world,  if  God  fliall  pleafe  to  continue  us 
to  fee  them  difpofed  of.  The  conteft  of  the 
Bifliop*  has  ended  in  the  confufion  of  his  advcr- 
faries.  Dr.  Edwards  is,  I  fuppofe,  of  Bangor's 
fide  of  the  queftion  in  the  main  argument.  I 
cannot  tell  what  to  anfwer  you  about  the  Bath ; 
but,  when  I  leave  this  town,  my  fervants  fliall 
have  board-wages,  and  I  will  take  a  fnap  any 
how ;  for  I  muft  keep  myfelf  to  myfelf,  and 
have  my  play  'f-  ready  this  enfuing  winter,  in 
order  to  be  quite  out  of  debt. 

I  approve  your  reflcftion,  from  what  you  fee 

*  Dr.  Hoadly,  Biihop  of  Bangor.    See  pp.  173,  189. 
t  «*  The  Confcious  Lovers  j*'  not  z€teA  tiU  No?.  7,  17*2. 

in 
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in  others  from  want  of  education^  to  be  careful 
of  our  brats  in  that  point.  They  are  all  well. 
Moil  is  as  great  a  charmer  as  her  mother,  and 
will  prove  as  great  a  (harper.  Dear  thing,  how 
I  love  you  !  Rich.  Steele. 

LETTER  CCXCIII.    To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  July  24,  1717, 

1HAVE  yours  of  the  20th.  I  lament  the 
lamentable  condition  you  are  in,  with  rela- 
tion to  the  place,  and  other  matters,  therein  dc- 
fcribed  with  great  wit  and  fpirit.  But  your  let- 
ter is  an  argument  againft  what  you  fay,  to  wit, 
that  it  is  impoffible  to  write  for  a  polite  part  of 
the  world  in  that  neighbourhood.  The  King  is 
at  Hampton-court ;  and  I  defign  ne^ct  week  to 
go  thither,  with  a  petition  for  a  fmall  grant,  to 
make  myfelf  cafy. 

If  I  fucceed,  as  I  am  encouraged  to  exped, 
our  labour  for  ourfelves  will  be  very  much  fliort- 
ened,  and  I  have  little  more  to  care  for  but  to 
enjoy  the  pleafure  of  being,  dear  Prue,  your 
moft  afTedtionate  hufband,  and  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervant.  Rich.  Steele. 

As  I  was  going  to  clofe  this,  I  hear  the  voice 

of  Mrs.  Keck  talking  to  Molly.    But  ihe  is  fo 

great  a  Prue,  that  Ihe  comes  and  goes  without 

feeing  me,  though  I  am  in  the  houfe.     Bu^  I 

have  fent  her  word  I  am  writing,  and  Ihe  gives 

her  fervice. 

N3  LETTER 
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LETTER  CCXCIV.    To  Lady  Steele. 

DearPrue,  July  26,  1717. 

I  HAVE  your  kind  letter,  which  expreffes 
your  fears  that  I  do  not  take  care  of  myfelf 
as  to  catching  cold,  and  the  like.  I  am  careful 
enough  when  I  im  awakfe ;  but  in  the  night  the 
cloaths  are  kicked  on  the  floor,  and  I  am  tx^ 
pofed  to  the  damp  till  the  coolness  av^kes  m^ 
This  I  feel  at  prefent  in  my  arms  and  legs,  but 
will  be  carefully  tucked  up  hereafter.  I  wait 
with  impatience  for  the  receipt  of  money  out  of 
the  Treafury,  to  make  further  payments.  I  be- 
lieve,  when  I  have  it,  I  Ihall  tvholiy  turn  off  my 
coach-horfes ;  for,  fince  I'  am  at  my  fl:udy  whole 
days  together,  it  is,  I  think,  a  fenfclefs  thing  for 
me  to  pay  as  if  I  was  padding  all  that  while, 
and  Ihewing  myfelf  to  the  world,  I  have  fent 
your  inclofed  to  Mrs.  Keck.  She  came  into  the 
dining-room  to  me  when  I  fent  away  Jaft  let- 
ter, and  we  had  fome  tea ;  and,  infiead  of  fuch 
chat  as  fliould  naturally  arife  between  a  great 
gallant  and  a  fine  lady,  ihe  took  upon  her  to 
tell  me,  that  I  did  fpend  my  money  upon  my 
children,  but  that  they  onght  to  be  better  ac- 
commodated as  to  their  drefs,  and  the  like.  She 
is,  indeed,  a  very  good  Prue-,  and,  though  I  di- 
vert myfelf  with  her  gravity  and  admonition,  I 
have  a  (jncere  refpeft  for  her.    I  was  laft  night 

fo 
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lb  much  enamoured  with  gn  author  I  was  read- 
ing, and  fome  thoughts  which  Z  put  together  on 
that  oipcafion,  that  1  was  up  till  mornings  which 
makes  me  a  little  reftive  to-day.  Your  daugh- 
ter Moll  has  ftole  away  my  very  heart:  but 
doubt  not  but  her  brother  and  filler  will  recover 
their  Ihare  when  we  are  all .  together,  except 
their  mother  robs  them  all  of  him  who  is,  dear 
Prue,  entirely  yours.  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CCXCV.    To  Lady  Steele, 

My  dear  Wife,  [J^ly  «7>  17^7-] 

I  READ  your  kind  letter  with  a  great  deal  of 
pleafure,  and  promife  myfelf  as  much  hap- 
pinefs  as  ever  man  knew  in  woman  when  wp 
meet  again.  I  hope  it  will  pleafe  God  to  pro- 
fper  our  little  affairs  in  fuch  manner  as  that  we 
may  pafs  the  remainder  of  our  days  in  tranquil- 
lity :  that  is  a  ftate  I  have  never  yet  known,  but 
it  is  very  much  in  your  power  to  cpntribute  to- 
wards pofleiiing  it  for  the  future.  *  You  miftake^ 
when  you  fay  I  wifli  to  fee  Wales  out  qf  any 
fufpicion ;  I  affure  you,  I  defign  th^t  journey 
only  out  of  curiofity,  tp  fee  what,  by  your  fa- 
vour, will  one  day  be  in  my  pofterity,  if  it  fliall 
pleafe  God  to  continue  our  children  to  us.  They 
are  now  all  three  in  good  health,  and  I  hope  to 
tell  you  bcfote  this  day  fe'nnight  that  I  have 

N  4  p^id 
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md  Betty's  fchooling.  As  to  the  perfons  you 
nentioD  in  your  letter,  I  iball  condud  myfelf  to* 
vards  them  as  you  (hall  advife.  I  cannot  yet 
tofwer  you  as  to  the  200 1.  you  fpeak  of  to  be 
-eady  three  months  hence,  but  ihatl  do  all  I 
:an.  I  place  the  utmoft  of  the  happinefs  of  this 
ife  in  you,  and  eameftly  exhort  you  to  meet  me 
yith  the  fame  difpofition  to  be  pleafing  to  me, 
IS  I  have  to  manifefl:  myfelf,  in  little  as  well  as 
rreat  occaiions,  your  molt  afTeftitonate  and  faith- 
ul  hufband  and  fervant.  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CCXCVI.    To  Lady  Steele. 
'   Dear  Prue,  July  19,  1717. 

YOURS  of  the  25th  is  before  me.  I  am 
always  glad  when  you  write  a  great  deal ; 
lut  do  not  hurt  your  eyes  to  fcribble  longer 
han  is  eafy  to  you.  Your  kind  expreffion  is 
he  moft  welcome  and  pleafing  thing  which 
:ould  poffibly  arrive  at  me.     Mr.  Glanvill  *  of 

•  William  Clan«ill,'«rq.  one  of  the  clerki  of  the  Trcafury ,  and 
tMiTcr  of  the  revenues  of  the  Firft-fruiia  office.  He  died  in  the 
uniiary  following,  and  was  buried  at  Wooton  in  Surrey,  where 
te  fotloiving  concife  epitaph,  di£iated  by  himfetf,  prefctTei 
is'  mernqry :        ' 

(ViceCoio  Ttcundo  die  JinMrii) 

Anno  filucit  repir.ia 

,  (MDCCXVIl.) 

Hie  (i(B  fBcront  relrqaiM 

CytlELMI  GLANVILL. 

Rfljuiifoni  don«  Teuiit  Kedenptar. 

The  rubdance  of  hig  charitable  will  may  be  feen  ia  Aubrejr't 
Surrey,"  vol.  U.  p.  144. 

the  " 
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true  pledures  of  religion  and  virtue.    Yours 
ever.  Rich.  Steele. 


UETTER  ^CCXCVIII.  >  ^o  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,     St.  James's-ftrcet,  Aug.  3,  1717. 

I  HAVE  yours,  wherein  you  diffuade  me 
from  Wales,  and  tell  me  you  hear  I  am  or- 
^red  for  S'ootland.  Mine  of  Saturday  is  on  that 
fubje&.  I  come  now  from  the  moft  difagree- 
able  place  in  the  world,  a  great  man's  table^ 
and  am  unfit  for  writing,  &c.  but  will  be  very 
long  on  thi^  affair  on  Thurfday.  Your  moft 
obfequious  hufband,  and  moft  humble  fervant. 

Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CCXCIX.      To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  •  Aug.  3,  1717. 

I  AM  going  to  Hampton-court,  where  the 
King  now  is,  to  folicit  fomc  matters  relating 
to  our  commiflion.  1  give  z'  thoufand  thoufand 
thanks  for  your  very  pretty  and  very  kind  letter 
of  the  29th  of  laft  month.  Forgive  me  that  I 
am  in  hafte,  with  a  ftedfaft  refolution  in  what 
you  are  fo  kind  as  to  approve  with  fo  much  af- 
fediion.  I  remain  your  moft  aifedtionate  huf- 
band, and  moft  obedient  humble  fervant. 

Rich*  Steele. 

LETTER 


J 
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LETTER  CX:C.    To  Lady  Steele. 

My  dear  Wife,  Aug,  9,  I7i7» 

YOURS  of  the  4th  is  full  of  that  natural 
terror  you  have  upon  you  by  the  apprc- 
lienfions  of  thunder.  There  is  no  talking  away 
Tuch  fears.  I  earneftly  recommend  you  to  the  pro- 
teiStion  of  God  under  that  and  all  other  amaze- 
ment  and  failing  of  fpirit,  I  take  all  the  mea- 
Tures  I  am  able  to  be  a  comfort  to  you,  as  you 
are  a  very  great  one  to  me ;  f or  I  indeed,  from 
reafon  and  refiedion,  as  well  as  tendernefs  and 
paflion,  take  you  for  the  beft  <rf  women.  How 
happy  ihall  we  be,  when  we  are  out  of  debt,  to 
have  nothing  to  do  but  to  pleafe  and  exhilarate 
each  other,  and  educate  our  children  in  the  love 
of  that  God  who  made  us  their  parents  !  The 
poor  little  things  feem  (as  far  as  my  partiality 
will  Jet  me  judge)  to  have  very  good  endow- 
ments. 1  hope  we  fliall  live  to  fee  thefe  talents 
improved. 

We  have  not  had  any  thunder  at  all  in  thefe 
parts.  God  preferve  you  to  your  family,  and, 
dear  Moll,  your  mdft  afFeftionate  hufband,  and 
moft  obedient  fervant.  Rich.  Steele, 


LETTER 
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LETTER  CCCI.    To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Aug.  17,  1717. 

I  AM  in  tlie  utmoft  concern  to  find  you  fo 
very  uneafy  as  you  are  in  the  country.  I  am 
confident,  if  you  had  fuch  a  fellow  as  Dymock, 
whom  you  might  command,  it  would  be  better 
with  you,  and  you  might  be  miftrefs  of  your 
cftate  as  abfolutely  as  you  are  of,  dear  Prue, 
your  moft  obfequious  hulband  and  fervant. 

Rich.  Sr££L£« 


LETTER  CGCIL    To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  [Aug.  24,  1717.] 

I  HAVE  yours  of  the  19th.  I  have  done 
about  the  mention  of  Dymock,  and  believe 
you  are  in.  the  i-ight.  The  other  circumftance 
to  be  confidered  in  your  letter  is  about  remov- 
ing. You  fay  I  did  not  tell  you  I  had  refolved 
it  when  you  left  the  town.  I  did  not  myfelf 
know  it  then  ;  but  your  inftru&ions  to  me  were. 
Pall-mall,  St.  James*s-ftreet,  Gerard  ftreet,  or  a 
place  near  a  church  :  which  laft  you  will  have. 
I  am  confident,  daily  intelligence  of  what  pafles 
at  tire  playhoufe  will  be  fome  hundreds  in  my 
way ;  and  money  is  the  main  thing  ;  get  I  al- 
ways could,  but  now  I  will  get  it  and  keep  it. 

Your 
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Your  afiair  is  to  make  and  keep  yourfelf  chcar- 
ful ;  you  ihall  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  enjoy^ 
it  fliall  be  my  part  to  larbour  and  get. 

I  have  had  much  ftruggle  by  reafon  of  ill- 
payments,  and  unreafonable,  hafty,  fevere  peo- 
ple ;  among  the  reft,  that  hog  Lady  Vandeput. 
I  have  paid  her  to  the  end  of  laft  quarter,  and 
have  given  her  warning,  and  can  remove  any 
time  between  this  and  quarter-day  without  pay- 
ing more  than  this  quarter. 

I  Ihall  on  Michaelmas-day  have  533 1,  due  to 
me.  If  I  can  find  means  to  have  that  advanced, 
I  will  pay  off  the  coach-horfes  quite,  and  have 
no  charge  of  equipage  of  any  kind  till  we  arc 
together  again  in  London. 

How  caa  ypu  let  your  fpirit  fink  fo  as  to 
mind  what  people  fay  whom  you  do  not  efteem  ? 
Be  yourfelf,  and  referve  your  beft  felf  for,  dear 
Prue,  yours  ever.  Rich.  Steele. 

I  go  to-morrow  to  Tunbridge,  with  Dr. 
Garth,  to  vifit  Lady  Marlborough  and  the 
Duke  * ;  fo  perhaps  you  may  not  have  a  letter  by 

Tuefday's 

♦  Who  had,  in  the  December  preceding,  been  feized  with  aa 
T^  apoplexy,  tvhich,  though  by  the  &ill  of  Dr.  Garth  it  was  for 
fome  time  palliated,  impaired  his  fenfes,  and  at  length  termU 
nated  in  a  total  decay,  and  hi*  difFolution.  His  Grace,  how 
ever,  had  after  the  year  17x7  fome  lucid  intervals.  In  the  fum- 
tner  of  if  18,  Sir  Richard  Steele,  with  Biihop  Hoadly  and  Dn 
Samuel  Clarke,  made  a  vifit  of  fome  days  at  Blenheim-houfey 
by  invitation ;  where,  he  found,  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  of 
the  family,  and  a  few  of  the  neighbourhood,  had  got  up  the 
tragedy  of  "  All  for  Love,"  to  entertain  the  Duke  of  MarU 
borough.    Lady  Bateman  (one  of  his  Grace's  grand- daughters 
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Tuefday^s  poft,  for  I  fear  I  ihajll  not  return  till 
Wcdnefday. 

by  the  £arl  of  Sunderland),  who  played  the  part  of  Cteopatniy 
l^d  in  vain  applied  to  Sir  Richard  Steele  for  a  prologue  on  that 
extraordinary  occafion,  and  feemed  chagrined  at  the  difappoint- 
ment.     At  night,  when  the  family  retired,  the  Biihop  defined 
pen,  ink^  and  papei-,  might  be  brought  to  his  chamber,  andy 
the  next  morning  at  breakfaft,  preiented  to  Lady  Bateman  an 
excellent  "  Prologue  j**  which  (he  fpoke,  the  fame  evening,  to 
the  Duke  and  Dutchefs,  his  Grace  fheddmg  tears  at  the  unex* 
peeked  compliment  from  a  favourite  grand-child.    In  the  couric 
of  the  play»  Sir  Richard,  who  fat  n^xt  to  the  Bifliop^  often  ob* 
ferved  how  well  and  feelingly  Captain  Filhe  performed  the  part 
of  Anthony.     This  gentleman,  who  had  been  the  Duke's  page, 
had  diftinguiflied  himfelf  in  the  army,  and,  as  I  have  been  in- 
formed, died  a  lieutenant-colonel.     In  one  of  the  fcenes  where 
Fiflie  was  very  fweet  upon  his  Cleopatra,  Sir  Richard  whifpered 
the  Bifliop,  «  I  doubt  this  « Fifhe*  is  *  piefli/  my  Lord.">— I 
muft  mention  another  incident  at  their  going  away.    Sir  Richard 
(aid  to  the  Bifliop,  "  Does  your  Lordfliip  give  money  to  all  thcfc 
**  fellows  in  laced  coats  and  ruffles  ?"   "  No  doubt,"  replied  the 
Siihop.    '*  I  have  not  enough,"  faid  the  Knight ;  and  when  he 
paiTed  by  them  in  the  hall,  he  accofled  them  in  a  fpeech,  telling 
them,   "  that  he  had  found  there  men  of  t^Jfe^  and,  as   fuch, 
^'  invited  them  all  to  Drury>Lane  theatre,  to  whatever  play  they 
*^  ftould  pleafe  to  bei'peak,"  he  having  then  a  (hare  in  thp  pa* 
tent.    He  obtained  this  in  1714,  by  the  friendihip  of  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough,  which  he  owed  to  a  plcafant  repartee  (reported 
fo  the  Duke,  and  taken  as  it  was  m^ant)  on  hi.s  Grace's  prefer- 
ring his  relations.  See  *'  Biographia  Britannica,"  vol. VI.  p.  3^29. 
Biihop  Hoadly  and  Sir  Richard  Steele  had  long  been  conne^ed 
as  public  men  and  f^Uow-labourers  in  the  caufe  of  liberty.    The 
Tatler  took  Ihare  in  the  controvcrfy  with  Biihop  Blackall ;  an4 
Mr.  Hoadly  wAs  one  of  the  five  friends,  who,  in  17 14,  revifed 
and  corre6led  Steele's  **  Crifis**  before  it  was  printed.     Mr.  Ad- 
difon,  Mr.  Lechmere,  Mr.  Moore,  and  Mr.  Minfhull,  were  thp 
other  four.  See  p.  112.    Mr.  Hoadly  was  alfo  the  reputed  authoc 
X)f  «*  A  Dedication  to  his  Holinefs  Clement  XI,"  an  admirable 
piece  of  grav«  humour,  figned  "  Richard  Steele,"  being  piefixcd 
to  his  "  Account  of  the  State  of  the  Roman-catholic  Religion 
*•  throughout  the  World,"  publilhcd  in  1715.    J.Duncombe. 

LETTER. 
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LETTER  CCCIir.    To  Lady  Stki 

Dear  Prub,  [Aug.  aS 

I  RETURNED  laft  night  from  Tu 
whither  my  laft  told  you  I  was  g 
Sunday  morning,  to  be  back  on  Wi 
night,  which  1  did  accordingly,  and  foui 
of  the  zzAf  and  that  of  24rh.  You 
fpeaks  again  of  Dymock.  I  give  tha 
up,  and  believe  you  in  the  right.  You 
concerning  Mrs.  Philips ;  I  lament  t 
lady's  fate,  and  Ihare  in  the  uneafinefs 
Section  upon  it  gives  you.  Pray  do  : 
way  to  fancies  about  your  health,  but 
and  espeft  good  days,  negligent  of  this 
to  its  duration,  careful  as  to  its  unc 
The  inclofed  letter  I  fend  you,  to  flie\ 
prefcflt  difficulty  t  labour  under ;  and 
determined  by  you. 

When  the  ctHnmiflioners  parted,  they 
to  meet  at  Edinburgh  on  the  loth  of  l 
month.  But  that  I  am  not  able  to  do,  i 
reafons.  The  gentleman  who  writes 
clofed.  Sir  Harry  Houghton,  will  be 
relieve  me  the  middle  of  November,  pr 
haften  thither  now ;  if  not,  I  nmfl:  fta; 
latter  end  of  January.  The  flaying  in  ; 
till  then  would  break  all  my  mcafun 
followed  my  own  inclinations,  I  flioul 
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Wales  though  I  ftaycd  but  two  days,  and  croft 
the  country  into  the  Lancalhire  road.  I  got  on 
borfeback  at  Tunbridge,  and  am  confident  I 
can  ride  thirty  miles  a  day  with  eafe ;  however, 
I  defigil  to  take  .the  method  you  propofe  of  a 
chaife.  Suppofe  I  fliould  bring  Madam  Clark 
down  with  me,  only  to  attend  your  journey ;  it 
would,  I  think,  be  right.  Your  opinion  of  thefe 
great  points,  next  poft,  will  be  very  welcome. 
Your  daughter  Betty,  who  is  here  two  or  three 
days  for  the  holidays  of  Bartholomew-tide,  de- 
fires  to  know  whether  I  am  writing  to  you  or 
not ;  if  I  am,  Ihe  defires  her  duty,  Molly  can- 
not endure  any  kindnefs  I  fliew  this,  vifitant,  and 
I  am  not  a  little  delighted  to  fee  a  young  lady 
jealous  of  my  favour.  If  you  and  I  were  toger 
ther,  and  all  our  children  with  us,  1  ihould  ne- 
ver be  a  leifure  moment  out  of  my  own  houfe, 

I  am  refolved,  God  willing,  to  have  it  fo; 
and,  for  the  future,  even  travel  with  my  whole 
family.  I  will  get  the  better  of  you  in  this  mat- 
ter; and  you  muft  fuhmit  to  have  me  fond  of 
you  and  yours  at  whafplace,  and  in  what  way, 
I  think  fit.  This  is  the  harlheft  piece  of  arbi-- 
trary  power  I  will  be  ever  guilty  of.  Yours 
ever.  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER 
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LETTER  CCCIV.    To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear.  Prue^  [undated.] 

ID  O  not  know  how  to  give  you  an  account 
.  of  my  jprefent  profpcdis ;  but  can,x)nly  fay; 
that  the  commiHioners  of  Scotland  demand  mo 
there  with  fo  much  impatience,  that  go  I  mufti 
However,  it  is  lefs  painful  to  me  becaufc  Bcn- 
fon  is  now  in  town,  and  ^ill  take  care  in  my  ab* 
fence  of  the  greateft  concern  of  all,  which  i$ 
now  brought  to  perfeftion  *.  If  I  can  value  my- 
felf  Upon  the  half-year's  pay  plready  due  fo  me, 
I  (hall  leave  the  town  without  any.  murmur 
agaihft  me.  God  fend  us  an  happy  meeting, 
and  that  the  reft  of  our  days  may  be  free  from 
debt,     I  am,  faithfully,  affe^ionately,  yours. 

Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CCCV.     To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  [undated,] 

THE  laft  I  received  from  you,  which  was 
laft  night,  had  no  date.  It  is  indeed,  a$ 
you  obferve,  a  ftrange  kind  of  life  we  lead,  and 
the  feparation  is  painful  to  me  for  one  reafon 
more  than  it  is  to  you. 

If  you  think  fit  to  go  to  the  Bath,  I  cannot 
imagine  but  a  woman  of  your  eftate  will ,  find 

J  The  Fiih-pool.    Sec  p.  205« 

O  friends 
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friends  enough'^  to  ralfe  as  mvich  money  an  viiil 
carry  yoa  thither^ 

I  gker  the  manner  of  tafking  my  jiourney  every 
tittle  I  think  of  it.  My  prefent  difpofition  is,  to 
Um6w  what  they  eall  a  poft-chaife  of  the  Duke 
of  Roxborough.  It  i&  drawn  by  one  horfe^  runs 
on  two  wfaeelsy  and  is  led  by  a  fervant  riding  by.; 
Thk  rhlet  and  leadet  is  to  be  Mr.  Willmot,  for«- 
fi&erly  a  carrier,  who  aoAvers^  for  managing'  on  a 
toad  to  p^e£tbni  by  keeping  tracks,  and  the 
like,  t  think  alfo  at  prefent  to-  be  off  my  new 
hou^,  and  let  things  be  as  they  ai<e  till  we  meety 
when  you  fliall  ohufe  for  yourfelf  an  houfe  ; 
wkicb  I  will  like  hcai^  you  like  ii. 

As  to  your  defire  <^  contriving  plenty  of  mo* 
ney,  I  have  made  a  bargain  with  our  paynsafler 
for  fb  much^  whether  it  is  come  out  of  the  Trea- 
fury,  to  pay  always  within  ten  days  after  quarter- 
day  from  Chriftmas  next;  fo  that  we  mW  not 
want  any  more.  X  ihall  contrive  alfo  to  have  a 
quarter  beforehand,  and  never  let  family  tick 
more  for  viduals,  cloaths,  or  rent.  I  know  this 
is  better  talk  tp  you,  than  if  it  were  a  paper  of 
Wit,  written  by  your  beloved  Cowley.  But  all 
Ihall,  God  willing,  be  pundiualty  performed  by, 
dear  Prue,  your  moft  obfequious  huiband,  and 
moil  humble  iervant,  Rich*  Steele^ 


LETTER 
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LETTER  CQCVL    To  Lady  Steele. 

DEitu  P&t;B,  Saturday,  Aug.  31,  17 17. 

HajnptoiKouit; 

A  MAN  of  quality,  going  to  town^  watts  to 
take  thU  wkb  him*  To  th^  I  cannot  fay 
more  till  Tuefday.  Yours  ever.  Rich*  Steele* 


LETTER  CCCVII.    To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,     Hampton-court,  Aug.  ji,  1717. 

I  WISH  you  would  once  fay,  you  would  like 
a  thing,  becaufe  I  like  it.  I  know  not  wbe* 
cher  what  I  have  taken  is  to  be  called  in  a  court. 
It  is  a  fore  door,  at  which  a  coach  can  let  down 
At  the  very  threihold,  in  Hart-ftreet,  Covent« 
garden ;  and  behind  it  a  little  court,  in  which 
there  is  but  one  houfe,  into  Kiag's  ilreet,  Cp- 
vent-gardeq.  I  haye  taken  no  leafe,  and  can^ 
part  with  it  when  I  pleafe  to  Mr.  Wtlks  *,  wbp 
defigns  to  bpy  it  of  the  landlord.  As  tp  all 
other  matters,  I  am  contriving  for  the  beft# 
You  talk  of  the  cheapeft  way,  &c.  to  get  to 
town.  I  beg  of  you  to  be  eafy  in  fuch  points ; 
you  Ihall  have  every  thing  your  heart  can.wifli, 
in  the  reach  of  a  moderate  fortune.     Pray  be 

*  Then  cne  of  the  ma&agers  of  Drury*lAiie  theatxir.  . 

O  2  contented 
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contented  with  laying  up  all  your  cftate,  which 
I  will  enable  you  to  do ;  for  you  Ihall  be  at  no 
manner  of  charge  on  any  thing  in  nature  for 
yourfelf,  children,  or  fervants,  and  they  Ihall  be 
better  provided  for  than  any  other  family  in 
England ;  for  I  Ihall  turn  my  expence  and  de- 
light all  that  way.  Therefore,  in  the  name  of 
God,  have  done  with  talk  of  money,  and  do  not 
let  me  lofe  the  right  I  have  in  a  woman  of  wit 
and  beauty,  by  eternally  turning  herfelf  into  a 
dun:  Forgive  the  comparifon.  When  my  heart 
IS  fixed  to  think  of  you  as  the  objedt  of  love, 
efteem,  and  friendlhip,  and  all  that  is  foft ;  it  is 
iti  a  moment  turned  into  forrow  and  anxiety,  to 
find  ways  to  make  you  contented  about  tralh  and 
dirt.  Pray  let  it  be  otherwife :  till  you  do,  a 
thoufand  good  qualities  in  you  are  (like  a  mifer's 
wealth)  mine  without  enjoyment.  Your  foa 
grows  a  lufty  boy,  and  is  your  fervant,  as  is  his 
father  moft  heartily.  Rich.  Steele, 

I  writ  to  you  a  note  to-day  before,  by  one  go- 
ing to  town  ;  and  write  again,  having  occafion 
to  fend  Will  mot  on  other  bufinefs. 


LETTER  CCCVIII.    To  Lady  SxEELEt 

Deap.  Prue,     Hampton-court,  Sept.  12,  1717. 

WILLMOT  brought  me  yefterday  yours 
of  the  2d  and  5th  inftant.  The  firft  dc* 

termines 
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termines  my  Scotch  journey,  before  I  fee  Wales. 
I  (hall  take  your  advice  in  the  manner  of  it,  if 
I  find  I  cannot  do  yet  better ;  but  I  may  poffibly 
join  with  two  or  three  gentlemen,  and  hire  a' 
coach  for  ourfelves  You  may  depend  upon  it, 
I  will  take  care  of  myfelf,  now  you  fay  you  value- 
me. 

I  had  altered  my  defign  of  removing,  for  fear 
you  Ihould  not  like  the  hpufe,  and  fliould  have, 
giver*  a  fum  to  be  off;  but  Lady  Vandeput  ha$ 
ftnt  word  Ihe  has  let  the  houfe,  therefore  I  muft 
go. 

•  Yours  of  the  fifth,  imports  only  that  you  arc 
gone  to  Plangorfe,  bidding  me  take  care  of  my. 
health,  anH^'^encIing  *  ^'  yours  entirely/'  This 
laft  phrafe  is  eafy  to  utter  at  this  diftance ;  but 
I  fear,  were  we  together,  I  fliould  have  you  at 
the  fame  coy  tricks.  But  if  I  am,  by  the  blefCi 
ing  of  God,  in  as  good  health  and  as  good  plight 
as  at  prefent,  when  we  meet,  I  muft  banifli  aU 
thefe  for  ever. 

For  ever  yours,    .  Rich.  Steele. 

Since  I  writ  the  above,  I  am  to  thank  you  for 
the  receipt  of  a  third  letter,  dated  the  5th,  from 
'V  Plangorfe.  I  have,  before,  faid  that  I  cannot 
*^  help  going  to  the  houfe  now,  for  Madam  Van- 
deput has  another  tenant.  But  you  fiiall  do 
what  you  will,  flay  or  leave  it,  when  you  have 
feen  it.   'Yours,  R.  8. 

^-    /5?A  O3  LETTER 
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LETTER  CCCIJL.    To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue^     Hampton-court,  Sept.  14,  I7i7« 

YOU  hear  from  me  fo  often  from  this  place, 
that  I  fear  you  think  I  am  become,  what 
you  mortally  hate,  a  Courtier.  But,  being 
obliged  to  ^  defer  my  journey  for  Ibme  days,  I 
have  taken  it  in  my  head  to  fpend  that  little  wit 
and  humour,  which  they  fay  I  haVe,  rather  iti 
the  company  of  the  greateft  perfons  in  the  world 
(who,  if  they  do  me  no  other  good,  are  cheaper 
converfation),  than  with  fuch  from  whom  I  can 
neither  reap  experience  or  any  other  raloablc 
.  thing,  and  by  whom  I  daily  impoveriih  myfelf. 
Madam  Vandeput  has  thoroughly  nettled  me ; 
but,  as  file  is  of  the  fair  fex,  I  fliajl  not  make 
anfwer  ^o  her  ufage  m  word  or  deed,  but  go  to 
town  on  Monday,  and  move  from  her  houfe  that 
week,  and  towards  Scotland  the  week  after,  fo 
as  to  be  at  Edinburgh  the  beginning  of  Odober. 
Sir  Harry  Houghton  has  again  writ  me  word,  he 
will  relieve  me  when  I  let  him  know'tny  bufi- 
nefs  requires  my  return  to  London.    Yours  ever. 

Rich.  St&ele, 


mm 


LETTER  CCCX.    To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  [Scp|t.  18,  1717.] 

YOURS  of  the  13th  of  Septemter  tells  me 
you  have  got  the  amufement  of  the  gout. 

We 
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We  muft,  in  all  iCdfes,  look  upon  every  thmg  m 
cbe  moft  hopeful  ligh^t^  and  not  put  the  wprft 
l3poa  accidents^  If  worpen  are  inftigated  with 
4efire  fo  much  as  menj  when  they  are  gputy^  we 
^Qiall  have  odd  time  of  it,  and  ypu  will,  in  your 
lieart,  at  leail  b^  trsw^^ble  to  me.  We  fliall  be 
rich,  and  we  mud  take  the  difiemper  peeuliv 
to  that  eircumfiance  in  good  part.  You  fee  I 
^bey  your  otders,  and  do  not  write  peeviflilyt 
though  I  cannot  but  be  out  ^f  humour  at  lofii^ 
fo  delicious,  a  morfel  as  youir  Ladyihip  by  fre* 
ij^uent  incapacities,  as  ypu  will  be  in  if  this  dijf- 
eafe  ihould  frequently  vifit  you.  GillxxK>re'ft 
projed"^  is  ioertain  to  fucoeed,  and  I  bear  the  pre-* 
Ijbnti  from  the  profped  of  the  future,  with  an 
^qual  miofd*  ^  &ni.  Madam,  your  Ladyihip's 
mpft  obliged  huj(band»  |uq4  cnpft  obedient,  hum- 
l^le  fervanity  RifH.  ^T££LS* 


LETTER  CCCXI.    To  Lady  STjBfptjE. 

My  deak  Prue,  Sept.  ao,  1717, 

I  HAVE  yours  of  the  i6tli,  and  am  heartily 
troubled  jtbat  we  fliare  in  a  new  calamity,  to 
wit,  having  the  fame  diftemper  ^.  Pray  take 
care  of  your^lf,  and  you  will  &ad  that  we  ihall 
be  in  great  plenty  before  another  year  turns 
round.    My  dear  Wife*  prefcry^B  yourfelf  for 

*  Sec  p.  to$*  t   T^  fff^^ 

Of 
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liim  that  finccrely  loves  you,  and  to  be  an  ex- 

-ample  to  )rour  little  ones  of  religion  and  virtue. 

If  it  pleafes  God  to  blefs  us  together  with  life 

'and  health,  we  will  live  a  life  of  piety  and  chear- 

ful  virtue.     Your  daughter  Befs  gives  her  duty 

^o  you,  and  fays  fhe  will  be  your  comfort,  but 

Ihe  is  very  lorry  you  are  afflidted  with  the  gout. 

'The  brats,  my  girls,  fland  6n  each  fide  the  table; ' 

vand  Molly  fays,  thiat  what  1  am  writing  now  is 

'"about  her  new  coat.    Befs  is  with  me  till  Ihe  has 

"new  cloaths.     Mifs  Moll  has  taken  upon  her  to 

"hold  the'fand^box,  and  is  fo  impertinent  in  her 

'office,  that  1  cannot  write  more.    But  you  are  to 

"take  this  letter  as  from  your  three  befl  friends, 

Bess,  Moll,  and  Their  Father. 

Eugene  was  very  well  this  morning. 
'    Moll  bids  me  let  you  know  that  Ihe  fell  down 
juft  now,  and  did  not  hurt  herfelf. 

Betty  and  Moll  give  their  fervice  to  Sam  and 
Myrtle. 


mmf 


LETTER  CCCXII.    To  Lady  Steeie. 

4  ^  «        « 

Dear  Prue,  Sept.  24.  1717. 

I  AM  ftilJ  lA  the  hpufe  at  St.  James Vflreet, 
but  ihalJ  leave  it  on  Thurfday,  if  1  can  dif- 
j>atch  the  bufinefe  I  expedt  to  do  to-morrow.  *  I 
do  hereby  promife  you  never,  diredly  or  indi- 
j;t&ly,  t6  have  any  thing  to  dawith'th6  Court; 

for 
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for  I  am  convinced  there  is  nothing  to  be  done 
*with  thofe  poor  creatures  called  great  men,  but  - 
by  an  idolatry  towards  them,  which  it  is  below 
the  fpirit  of  an  honefl,  free^  or  religious  man, 
to  pay. 

This,  I  hope,  you  will  take  for  good  news, 
for  it  brings  my  thoughts  and  cares  into  a  nar- 
rower compafs,  and  is  what  you  have  ever  been 
perfuading  me  to.  My  own  fludies  at  the  the- 
atre, .Gillmore,  &c.  will  amply  do  any  thing  I 
can  form  to  myfelf,  without  (looping  to  fervilt- 
ties.  I  have  fome  reafon  to  expeft  that  the 
Royal  Family  itfelf  would  be  glad  to  favour  me, 
but  there  are  many  obftaclcs  between  poor  me 
and  them. 

Now,  if  I  have  health,  which,  by  theblefling 
of  God,  increafes  to  a  comfortable  degree,  this 
refolution  of  throwing  away  all  pretenfions  from 
the  Court  may,  perhaps,  fortify  me  to  be  the 
more  ufeful  to  my  King  and  Country  in  Parlia- 
ment, and  every  where  elfe.  The  children,  God 
be  thanked,  are  all  well.  Now  let  me  anfwer  to 
what  you  fay,  that  I  have  not  exprcffed  any 
thing  about  a  defire  of  our  meeting  again. 
There  is  nothing  upon  earth  I  wifh  fo  much, 
provided  always  that  you  will  b?  what  you 
ought  tp  be  to  me,  and  not  let  me  biirn  for  what 
ought  to  be  free  to  me,  and  that  you  will  have 
the  children  in  the  houfe  with  us ;  for  I  am  come 
to  take  great  delight  in  them.    When  I  retum 

from 
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from  Scotland^  we  will  nevjcr  part  mote.  I  aitt, 
with  tbe  fincereft  afiedkmy  your  obfequioQs  h\i£- 
IwmI^  tnd  tdbedient  fcrmvAf      Rich*  Steus. 


LETTER  CCCXIII.    To  Lady  Steele. 
DzakPkvZp  [Sepu  28,  1717.J 

I  HAVE  your  agreeable  ktter  of  the  23d 
initant;  the  firft  tioae  you  ever  fo  much  as 
alluded  to  any  thing  that  way.  My  dear  Wife, 
kt  us  ftrive  to  improve  and  recomo^nd  our 
perfons  to  each  otker.  As  for  the  looL  a  c^yar- 
ier^  1  have  Secured  it,  during  this  comjnufiipfiy 
from  CbriAmas  ne^c ;  for  1  have  agreed  with  a 
paymafter  to  let  me  have  my  falary  ten  days  af- 
ter the  quarter  ihall  become  due ;  and  have  pro* 
vided  tbat  this  will  be  halving  a  quarter  before- 
liand,  for  I  ihall  be  fupporced  in  Scotlaitid  by 
what  is  already  due,  and  not  what  is  grovying 
due*  When  we  once  come  to  endeavour  mu- 
tually to  pleafe  each  other,  we  ihall  fucceed^ 
and  be  always  in  good-humour.  The  brats  arc 
ail  well,  and  I  am  ever  truly  thine. 

Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CCCXiV.     To  Lady  Steele. 

DsAft  Prue,  Sept,  30,  1717^ 

I  AM  ibrry  yoiu  have  ipent  your  time  fo  ^s 
iJiat  you  are  at  a  lofs  for  credit  enough  to 
4  bring 
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imng  yott  from  a  place  fbn  ^Bflike^  I  have  toli 
you  that  I  oa&noc  pay  a  quarts  b€£9rdbaad  tiUL 
Chriftmasi  but^  from  that  inftant,  I  thiDk  we 
ihall  be  in  as  much  plenty  as  ^ny  family  m  Eng- 
land. Gilltnore  *  ia  an  ineflimable  jewel ;  he  if 
now  with  has  family  at  Nettleton*  within  eight 
miles  of  the  Bath,  but  has  this  poft  fent  me  % 
letter,  in  which  I  find  certain  proof  of  the  meft 
ufeful  work  in  the' world. 

The  Commiffion  in  Scotland  ftands  fiill  for 
want  of  me  at  Edinburgh.  It  is  ni&cefikry..there 
ihould  be  four  there,  and  there  are  now  but  two ; 
three  others  hah  on  the  road,  and  will  ndt  go 
forward  till  I  have  paffed  by  York. 

1  have,  therefore,  taken  places  in  the  York 
coach  for  Monday  nelt.  I  fliall,  I  hope,  be 
able  to  fend  you  word,  tiie  poft  before  !  leave 
the  town,  that  all  things  are  kft  in  a  comfortable 
way.  I  am,  dear  Prue,  yottr  moft  db^uidus 
huftand,  and  inoft  humble  fervant,  R.  Steele^ 


«iMHa 


LETTER  CCXJXV.    To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  P&ue,       St.  James 'p-ftrect,  0&.  3,  I7«y» 

IH  A'V  E  yours.  As  to  the  incivilities  md 
the  like,  I  with  I  had  known  they  were  to  fo 
great  a  degree  fooner,  I  would  have  come  and 
perfuaded  you  ta  remove  where  you  might  have 

*  See  p,  205, 

been 
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I 

been  miftrefs  t  and  it  is  a  jell  for  one^  who  has  of 
dieir  own^  to  be^iineafy  for  want  of  changing 
place.    . 

-  I  fear  I  Ihall  be  detained  here  a  day  or  two 
longer  than  I  intended,  for  want  of  money ;  but, 
in  all  things,  I  will  go  as  near  as  I  can  to  your 
demands*  I  ihall  not  have  lOoU  to  lay  down* 
till  Chrifimas.    Yours,  Rich.  St££L£« 


LETTER  CCX:XVI.    To  Lady  Steele. 

.  Dear  P^uE,  [Oft-S»J7i70 

YOURS  of  the  30th  of  September  now  lies 
before  me.,  I  have  already  told  you,  that 
I  cannot  pay  down  100 1.  beforehand,  for  your, 
hpufe  and  the  like,  till  the  25th  of  December;, 
from  after  whiqh  day  1  have  agreed  to  be  paid 
pund:ually  my  ial^y  as  foon  as  due,  that  is^ 
jvithin  ten  days  after  it  is  due.  .  I  take  you  at 
your  word,  to  pocket  none  of  it,  but  let  it  go  to 
family  ufes ;  but  you  Ihall,  if  you  pleafe,  leave 
the  boufe-rent  oijt  of  it,  for  I  will  fpend  on  my 
children  more  than  what  is  barely  neceflary. 
You  are  a  coquet  in  the  expreffion  of  "  fetting 
^*  afide  the  agreeablenefs  of  my  perfon** — yotf 
well  know  no  woman  has  a  better.  I  wilh  you 
would  refolve  to  keep  a  difcreet,  orderly  wom^Hj 
to  take  care  of  your  children ;  and  why  may  opt 
Mrs.  Evans  do  for  your  bufinefs  of  providing 

th?  table  and  the  like  ? ' 

I  will 
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I  will  not  go  in  the  chaife  ;  but  will,  accord- 
ing to  your  Ladyftiip'sadvice,  go  in  the  ftige- 
coach.  I  obferve  that  you  are  plcafeflthatl  do 
not  remove  till  you  come  to  town:  lartlvery 
glad  it  is  agreeable  to  you.  I  am  very  much 
troubled  at  your  poftfcript ;  but  what  has  a  wo- 
man of  your  fpirit  and  fortune  to  do  but  to  live 
Jn  a  houfeor  lodgings  where  ihe  is  mtftrets  ?  But 
X  cannot,  at  this  diftance,  underftaod  your  re^- 
fans ;  when  we  meet,  I  hope  thefe  kind  of  ails 
will  be  at  an  end  for  ever. 

As  to  money,  I  have  at  this  hour  843 1.  due 
to  me,  and  6nd  a  very  hard  matter  at  any'race 
to  fupply  myfelf  with  calh  to  leave  the  town, 
paying  the  coach,  the  houfe  bills,  new  cloathing 
the  children,  and  the  like.  It  is  known  by  thofe 
to  whom  I  apply  that  1  want  it,  and  I  fliall  pa^ 
enough  for  it.  But  nothing  is  dearer  than  aflc- 
ing  a  courtier  any  thing.  There  is  no  doubt  of 
Gilhnore's  *  affair  being  a  confiderable  fortune, 
and  the  theatre  feems  to  be  in  a  very  profperous 
way.  I  am,  dear  Prue,  ever  yours,  R.  Steelk.- 

«  See    notes    on  Letter  CCLXXIX.    p.    ifi;  ;    and   Letter 

CCLXXXIV.  p.  169.  The  author  of  "  The  Odtf-maker,"  a 
banter  on  Dean  Smedley,  primed  in  the  "  Supplement  to  Swift," 
thus  glance!  contempiuoully,  though  impoteatly,  at  Steele  ; 

"  Or,  left  thy  chiming  Tejn  Ihoold  coot, 

"  Whu  if  ihy  friend  Sii  Hichird'i  Pool 

"Tboudidadefcribc,  in  linci-ind  reet 

*■  For  ihit  queer  nlck-nwk,  pai  and  meet ; 

•'  Inrorm  the  low rt.  this  fceik  being  over, 

"  He  would  proceed,  ind  Toon  difcoiet 

"  An  tn  long  doom'd  to  deep  defpiir, 

"  And  build  »  ciEUc  IB  (he  lii." 

I  Li;TTEIt 
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IXTTER  CCCXVH.     To  Lady  Steele. 

Dbai.  F&ve,  0&.  8,  1717. 

I  HAVE  been  buftling  about  the  town  all 
day^  atid  am  come  borne  when  the  po^  laft 
rings. 

De^fe  thofe  who  ufe  you  ill,  and  value  tho& 
t<rlio  love  ycna  j  and  you  will  make  happy  yourfelf, 
and  moft  homble  fervant^  your  fond  huftand. 

Rich.  Steels. 


LETTER  OCCXVIII.     To  Lady  Steele. 

P€A&  Prue,        St.  Jamcs's-ftrcct,  Oft.  g,  ^T^h 

YOURS  of  Oaober  the  3d  and  sth  lie  be- 
fore lue^  mod  part  of  them  are  about 
ikings  and  perfons  that  I  can  only  neglect,  &c» 
Tour  journey  is  a  matter  of  confequence,  and  in 
this  pofture  I  will  leave  it.  I  will  fend  you 
down  a  diredion  '^  to  be  fent  to  London  with  a 
proper  diredion ;  and  that  order  (hall  command 
3  coach  and  fix  horfes^  with  a  difcreet  woman  in 
it,  to  bring  you  to  town.  This  woman  fhall 
wait  upon  Mrs.  Keck,  and  have  her  approba- 
tion, and  the  whole  fettled  with  her ;  which  is 
the  readieft  way  I  can  think  of  to  follow  your 
commands  and  inclinations.  I  am.  Madam,  your 
mod  afFcdionate  hufband,  and,  Prue,  your 
faithful  fervant,  Rich.  Steele. 


*   So  the  original. 
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LETTER  CCCXIX.     To  UAy  Stesie. 

Dear  Peue,  Oft.  15,  I7i7# 

YCXJRS  of  the  loth^  concermng  the  tnorC4 
gagee's  refofal  of  his  money,  is  very  furf 
prizing.  All  that  you  liave  to  do,  b  to  take  no- 
tice  of  the  time  when  he  refufed  it^  and  you  will 
from  thence  be  liable  to  pay  no  further  interefi. 
I  am  giving  extravagantly  for  money ;  but  my 
refolution  is  to  be  rid  of  blood*fuckecs,  though 
I  lofe  a  good  deal  at  their  laft  draught  from» 
dear  Prue,  your  moft  aflfedionate  hufband^  and 
moft  humble  fervant.  Rich.  STEELEf 


LETTER  CCCXX.     To  Lady  Steele* 

DeaRvPrue,  [Oft,  17,  1717.} 

I  HAVE  yours  of  the  12th,  and  ha^ve  iflw 
clofed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Thomas.  I  could  not 
write  to  him  diredly,  becaufc  I  did  not  ktitm 
where  his  Trejendeg  ftands.  You  had  beft  noC 
deftroy  the  mortgage,  becaufe  it  may  be  of  ufe 
to  have  it  in  being,  in  defence  againft  any  other 
fecurities^  till  we  are  both  wholly  out  of  debt* 
But,  if  he  infills  to  have  it  deftroycd,  do  not  de- 
lay it,  but  comply  with  him,  for  I  IhMll  be  a 
clear  man  before  New-year's  day*  But,  befides 
fuch  conildetations,  while  it  is  updeftroyed^  it 

raay^ 
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may,  by  Mr.  Thomas's  affignment  of  it,  at  any 
time  be-fo  much  well  fecured  for  the  girls.  Your 
leflbh,  therefore  is,  take  up  the  mortgage,  but 
do  not  tear  the  inftrument ;  but,  rather  than  not 
take  it  up,  tear  the  inftrument.  Your  moft  ob^ 
fequious  huiband,  and  moft  humble  fervant. 

Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CCCXXL     To  Mrs.  Steele. 

Pear  Prue,  Oft.  20,  1717. 

AFTER  many  refolutions  and  irrefolutions 
concerning-^  my  way  of  going,  I  go,  Grod 
willing,  to-morrow  morning,  by  the  Wakefield 
coach,  on  my  way  to  York  and  Edinburgh.  God 
of  his  infinite  mercy  preferve  you,  and  grant  us 
an  happy  meeting ! 

I  am  in  too  great  a  hurry,  for  I  go  on  a  fud- 
.den;  but  the  next  ftage  ftiall  bring  you  a  long 
letter  from  your  nioft  afie£kionate  hufband,  and 
moft  faithful  humble  fervant.      Rich.  Steele. 


■1 


,     LETTER  CCCXXII.     To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Stamford,  Oft.  23,  171 7. 

I  AM  got  thus  far ;  and  my  journey,  I  thinks 
does  me  as  much  good  for  the  gout,  jas  rock- 
ing  the  fame  way  did  you  for  the  fpleen. 

I  hav€ 
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t  have  ever  propofed  to  myfelf  to  move  in  as 
ufeful  a  fphere  to  mankind  as  I  was  able,  and 
have  this  Journey  taken  with  me  Mr.  Majon,  a 
French  minifter  (whom  you  have  feen)  in  order 
to  fpeak  French  readily  at  my  return ;  for  1  find 
one  cannot  underftand  what  paffes  without  that 
language.  He  lies  in  the  fame  room  with  me 
on  the  road;  and  the  loquacity  which  is  ufual 
at  his  age,  and  infeparable  from  his  nation,  at 
once  contributes  to  my  purpofe,  and  makes  him 
very  agreeable.  It  is.my  bufinefs,  while  I  am 
abfent  from  you,  to  fill  my  leifure  hours  with  as 
much  innocent  amufement  as  I  can.  The  chil- 
dren are  almoft  always  in  my  head  at  the  fame 
time  with  yourfelf ;  and  I  hope  we  fl^all,  when 
God  bleflfes  us  in  a  meeting,  contrive  to  make 
them  a  pleafure  as  a  care,  I  take  very  great 
care  of  myfeif  in  hopes  of  that  happy  hour,  and 
am,  your  moft  affectionate,  obfequious  hufbaiid. 

Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CCCXXIlt.     To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Edinburgh,  Nov*  5,  1717. 

FIVE  letters  from  yqu  followed  me  to  this 
place,  which  I  received  all  at  once  this 
day.  ♦  One  of  the  2  i  ft  approves  my  letter  to 
Mr.  John  Thomas,  and  defires  you  nnay  do 
what  you  fliall  think  fit  by  fine,  by  way  of  re- 

P  ferving 


•^  •« 
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fcrving  a  refpedt  from  your  children,  and  doing 
^j^j^A/K  Aj  what  yovi  think  fit  with  your  cftatcf  in  favour  of. 
(^f^x^  V  fuch  of  your  children  as  Ihall  pleafe  you  noioft* 
^  '  This  is  what  I  have  often  advifed  you  to  do, 

and  Ihall  never  gainfay* 

Another  letter  is  without  date,  and  has  in  it  > 
an  i^iclofed  note  from  your  coufin  Alexander;  ^ 
What  is  required  there  fhall  come  to  you  by  the 
poft  of  Thurfday  next  from  this  place.    A  third 
fcrip,  without  date,  fays,  my  "  letters  arc  (hort, 
<*  and  fo  feall  yours,''  and  concludes.    Your 
fourth  is  in  very  pleafant  humour,  which  you 
fay  you  can  fupport,  provided  you  do  not  want 
money,  and  you  have  bcfpoke  goffips  for  your 
next  child,  &c.    This  is  as  it  Ihould  be  :  keep 
'■'  up  this  fpirit,  and  live  and  reign ;  you  fball  want 

nothing  on  my  part  towards  it. 

That  which  I  think  muft  have  been  the  laft 
you  writ  is  of  the  28th,  and  fpeaks  of  an  aiTu- 
ranceor  obligation  that'concerns  my  aunt  Scur- 
lock.  The  poft  here  comes  in  and  out  the  fame 
day ;  and  1  have  many  other  letters  to  write,  fa 
muft  take  till  Thurfday  alfa  for  that.  I  am^ 
"■  dear  Prue,  ever  yours.  Rich.  Steele. 

I  ihall  return  to  London  the  begmning  of  next 
week,  and  I  know  the  Parliament  will  feparate 
for  fomc  days  after  they  meet,  which  time  I 
would  take  to  come  with  a  coach  and  fix  horfea^ 

*   It  dcfccnded  to  her  cWcft  daughter,  afterwards  Lady  Tre- 
vor.   S«ep.  tfT^.  ^  / 


>  •  — - 


To   LadV    S  1*  E  £  L  £•         in 

for  ydU,  aeeompdnfcd  by  Mrs.  Pugli,  If  yoti  lifci 
this,  1  think  it  would  clofe  your  negotiations 
with  a  good  air>  aod  drown  all  impertincfictes 
about  U3. 


■<M4i 


LETTER  CCGXXIV.    To  Udy  STEEXfe. 

Dear  Prue,    Eiton  in  Scotland,  Nov.  ii,  171^. 

YOURS  of  O&ober  3 1  canie  to  my  hand 
juft  now  between  fix  and  feven  the  fecond 
morning,  I  (hould  fay  Monday  the  third  morn- 
ing,  going  into  the  coach  on  my  return  to  Lon- 
don. I  hope,  God  willing,  to  be  at  London  Sa- 
turday come  fe*nnight.  1  will  pay  off  the  news 
when  I  come  to  town^  and  forbid  it,  I  defire 
you  would  anfwer  as  to  my  propofal  of  coming 
down  for  you  in  a  coach  and  fix  with  Mrs. 
Clark,  which,  I  think,  will  pin  up  your  affairs 
with  a  good  grace,  and  fliew  your  power  over 
your  moft  obedient  huiband.     Rich.  Steble. 


LETTER  CCC3CXV.     To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  Friday,  Nov,  15,  1717^ 

Pcarce  Bridge,  in  the  County  of  Durham. 

I  AM  now  at  my  inn  in  perfect  good  health, 
with  my  limbs  much  better  than  ufual,  after 
feven  days  journey  from  Edinburgh  towards 
London.  You  cannot  imagine  the  civilities  and 
honours  I  had  done  me  there,  and  never  lay  bet- 
ter, ate  or  drank  better,  or  converfed  with  mtn 

P  2         ^  of 
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jbf :  better  fenfe  than  there.  I  grow  very  fond  of 
.waiting  upon  you,  and  bringing  you  frpm 
Wales,  when,  the  Hpufe  is  adjourned  for  a  few 
days ;  and,  (ince  you  hear  travelling  agrees  with 
me,  I  hope  to  receive  your  permifljon  to  attend 
you. .  It  will  be  a  ridiculous  thing  for  me  to  go 
down  thither  without  you,  and,  when  you  are 
there,'  never  come  near,  the  place;  and  I  am 
firmly  refolved  to  fee  your  territories  the  firft 
leifure  davs  from  Parliament.  Therefore  you 
muft  confider  whether  you  will  let  me  bring  you, 
'or  conie  alone,  and  go  backward  and  forward 
^itb  me  again  this  winter  :  for,  as  for  feafons 
-and  bad  roads,  I  defpife  thofe  confiderations 
when  I  have  a  view  for  the  good  of  my  family 
or  country.     Yours  ever,  Rich.  Steelf, 

WeAall,  God  willing,  be  at  York  on  Friday; 
and  London  the  Saturday  following. 

LETTER  CCCXXVI.     To  Lady  Steele. 

Dear  Prue,  ^  [undated*  ] 

YOUllS  lies  before  mc,  T  mean  that  of  the 
14th.  I  will  add  two  horfes  to  j'our 
equipage,  I  did  not  think  of  a  ftrange  woman, 
but  becaufe  you  named  no  one  of  your  acquaint- 
ance;  I  like  Madam  Clark  as  well  as  any  body, 
iand  am  glad  Ihe  will  go,   for   your  children 

*  This  (hould  have  been  placed  fomewhat  earlier.  It  is  in 
anfvver  to  one  from  his  wife,  dated  the  14th  cither  of  September 
•r  0£lober. 

heartily 


To    Lady    iS  T  E  E  L  E.    '       arj 

r 

heartily  want  you.'  I  iam  glad  you  refolve  to  live 
well  on  the  road.  As  to  the  coldnefs,  on  this 
fubjeft  1  anfwer  very  fincerely,  that  your  Lady- 
ihip's  coldnefs  to  me  as  a  woman  and  a  wife  has 
made  me  think"  it  nec^flary  to  fupprefs- the  ex- 
preffion.  of  my  heart  towards  you,  becaufe  it 
could  not  end  in  the  pleafures  and  enjoyments  I 
ought  to  expeft  from  it,  and  which  you  obliged  ' 
meto'wean  myfelf  from,  till  I  had  fo  much  mo- 
ney, &c,  and  I  'know  not  what  impertinence.' 
God  be  thanked,  this  whimfey  has  not  been  fatal* 
to  our  love  \  It  is  impoffiblc  to  decline  going  to 
Scotland  for  ten  thoufand  reafons,  as  well  as  re- 
gard  to  hondur  and  intereft.  I  am,  dear  Prue,' 
ever  yours,  Rich,  Steele.  ' 

1  was  going  to  clofe  my  letter,  when  Betty. 
and  Moll  defire  their  duty  to  you. 


LETTER  CCCXXVII.    To  Lady  Steele:     ' 

Dear  Wife,  [undatcd^.]^ 

YOU  cannot  imagine  the  rage  yours  put  me 
into.  How  can  you  believe  I  can  bear 
the  treatment  you  tell  me  you  receive,  as  being 
affronted  and  called  fo.ol  to  your  face,  by  rude 
blockheads  ?  I  could  not  outlive  fuch  an  injury 
done  you,  were  1  prefent  at  it ;  nor  knoA'  1  hoW 
to  fuffer  it  as  it  is,  with  all  the  excules  which  I 
make  to  keep  myfelf  in  countenance  from  their 

*  This  letter  alfo  is'fomewhat  out  of  place.     It  probably  was 
written  a  day  or  two  before  Letter  CCCXVII.  p.  206. 

P  3  ftupidity 
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ilupidity  and  brutality.  If  I  had  patienc^j  I 
Ihovild  debate  with  you  on  tbis  fubjed:,  and  aik» 
bow  it  is  poffibje  a  woniap  of  ypur  fenfe  could, 
poffibly  fall  into  a  difpute  with  fviph  idepts  and 
lavages  ?  But  my  heart  is  tpo  much  raifed  to 
chaftife  them^  to  enter  intp  fuch  copl  expoftula- 
tions  with  yau. 

Take  it  for  gr^anted^  it  ia  impp^ble  to  be 
e^fy  but  with  mere  correfppndents  and  kind  fe|r-* 
vants.  You  never  will  be  with  relat-ipnsj^  wljo  are 
often  apt  to  thinly  ypur  being  in  the  world  aii 
injury.  For  the  remainder  of  pur  day$^  let  usi 
have  an  entii^e  confidence  in  ^ch  ptberj,  vi(ith  a 
mutual  complacency  and  defire  ^o  pleafe  ea,Qh 
other  :  and  1  ihall  be  a  protedtion  to  you,  an4 
you  a  copfort  to  me  againft  z,l\  that  can  happen 
from  without. 

Mrs.  Evans  is  not  to  be  expeded  down ;  and 
when  I  propofed  to  Mrs.  Clark  what  you  bid 
me,  Ihe  did  not  receive  it  as  Ihe  ought,  l 
thought ;  but  made  fcruples,  and  feemed  to  be 
forming  a  merit  in  cafe  flie  (hould  comply, 
which  ihewed  Ihe  would  have  Ihyneffes  and  airs 
that  would  have  made  you  conftancly  uneafy. 
Pluck  up  a  refolute  calm  fplrit,  and  do  not  doubt 
but  there  are  people  enough  to  be  had  fit  for  your 
purpofe,  without  coyrting  any  of  your  prefent 
acquaintance.  I  will  confult  Mrs.  Keck  on  this 
fubjefi:  of  a  maid  fit  for  you,  and  proper  to  go 
^own  to  you^  of  which  you  ihall  have  an  account 

next 


To    Lady    STEELE.  ^15 

next  poft^  You  bid  tnc  take  tare  of  tny  health ; 
pray  do  you  preferve  yourfelf  to  your  little 
ooes,  who  are  perfedly  well,  and  your  hulband, 
who  cannot  be  well  except  you  ate  fo. 

I  love  you  with  all  my  foul,  poor  dear  Prue, 
smd  am  for  ever  yo^rs^  Rich.  Stebls. 


•^•'''mmmmmmmmttmiKmtmmim^itmi'^ 


LETTER  CCCXXVIIL    To  Lady  Stbelb.  , 

Dear  PRUEt     Wcdnefday  Night,  Dec.  4,  171 7* 

YOURS  of  Sunday  was  very  late  notice  of 
your  arrival.  Willmot  went  to  meet  you 
that  very  day  ;  but,  left  you  fliould  efcape  him^ 
I  fend  Mr.  Evans  to  meet  you  on  the  day  you 
hope  to  come.  I  write  this  after  being  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  from  one  at  noon  to  twelve 
at  night,  where  King  George  begins  to  have 
true  and  real  honeft  power. 

You  come  in  fmiles,  and  I  will  facrifice  al}  to 
your  good-humour.    Obediently  yours. 

Rich.  Steele. 
I  am  glad  to  find  journeymg  agrees  with  you 
as  well  as  me»    I  hope  we  ihall  never  part  more. 

Thurfday  Morn. 

I  went  to  -bed  laft  night  after  taking  only  a 

little  broth ;  and  all  the  day  before  a  little  tea 

and  bread-and-butter,  with  two  glaffes  of  mum 

and  a  piece  of  bread  at  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

P  4  Temperance 


1 


ai6    S  T  E  E  L  E'S    L  ^  T  T  ER  S 

Temperance  and  your  cqmpany,  as  agreeable, 
as  you  can  make  it,  will  make  life  tolerable,  if 
not  eafy,  even  with  the  gout,  God  give  us  an 
happy  meeting,     Yoijrs  faithfully,  tenderly,  &c, 

Ricpf  Steele. 


LETTER  CCCXX)X.     To  Lady  Steele. 

D^Jia  Prue,        Monday  morn,  June  23,  1718, 

I  SEND  this  meffenger  to  tell  you  that  I 
Ibail  not  be  with  you  till  eight  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning.  At  that'  hour,  God  willing, 
I  Ihall  reach  Hampton-court,  and  haftpn  (as  fcon 
as  I  have  taken  up  you  and  the  reft  of  my  dear 
cargo)  to  Lpndon,  where  it  is  neceflary  1  ihould 
be  in  the  forenoon.  I  am^^  dear  Prue,  your  moil 
affeftionate,  mqft  obedient  hufband  and  fervant, 

Rich.  Steele. 
I  was  fo  pleafed  with  my  Ton  from  his  lodging 
So  Hampton,  that  I  Ihall,  pleafe  God,  take  him 
with  me  to  Scotland. 


LETTER 


To    HIS    DAUGHTERS.      %ij 

LETTER  CCCXXX.    To  Mrs.  Eliz.  Steele  *. 

My  dear  Child,  Mifs. Betty, 

ON  E  matter  pf  moment  or  other  has  de- 
tained me  all  this  day ;  nor  can  I  fee  you 
to  night.  I  thank  you  for  your  purfe  ;  and,  if* 
you  and  1  live  till  this  day  twelvemonth,  you  are 
to  aik  me  for  it  again  full  of  gold.  God  blefs 
you.  Remember  me  to  Molly.  Be  obfervant 
of  the  good  guardian  God  has  raifed  for  you. 

Rich.  Steejle.' 


LETTER  CCCXXXI.     Tp  Mrs,  En^.  Steele. 

Dear  Betty, 

IF  you  have  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Ke.ck  to  me, 
pray  fend  it  me  by  the  bearer,  fealed  up. 
You  may  remember  you  fent  me  one  open  by^ 
hinit  He  is  a  very  faithful  fervant,  but  ho. 
might  have  been  otherwife  for  aught  you  knew; 
not  to  fay  that  it  is  alfo  rcfped:  to  me  to  have  a 
letter  from  you  when  I  fend  you  one. 

Give  my  mofl:  hurpble  fervice  to  Mrs.  Snov/, 
when  you  fee  her,  afid  beg  her  favour  to  vifit 
you.     You  are  at  your  new  lodgings;  and  al- 

*  Afterwards  Lady  Trevor.  See  p.  210.— Lady  Steele 
appears  to  have  been  dead  before  this  ietter  was  written.  On 
her  grave-|lone  in  We(lminfter- abbey  there  is  the  following  in* 
fcription  :  **  Dame  Mary  Steele,  wife  of  Sir  Richard  Steele, 
*'  knight,  daughter  and  fole  heirefs  of  Jonathan  Scurlock,  efq. 
*^6f  the  county' of  Carmarthen,  died  Dec.  26,  17 18,  aged  40 
**  years ;  leaving  iflue  one  fon  and  tNvo  daughters,  Eugene,  Eli- 
*'  zabeth,  and  Mary." 

ways  * 
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ways  preferve  the  higheft  refpeA  to  her  for  be« 
ing  willing  to  receive  you. 

But  it  is  impoffible  for  me  to  be  eafy  withoW: 
feeing  you  every  moment  I  have  leifure.  I  am, 
moil  affe&ionately,  your  father.  Rich*  St££L£# 

My  fcrvice  to  Molly. 

I  had  bufinefs  kept  me  at  homp  all  day* 


LETTER  CCCXXXIL  To  Dear  Betty  Steele. 

Dear  Child,  May  21,  lyig* 

I  HAVE  your  pretty  letter,  and  havefent  to 
know  whether  I  can  have  any  tickets*  or  not, 
or  whether  there  will  be  room ;  but  haVe  not 
yet  an  anfwer.  Be  grateful,  obedient,  and  re- 
fpt&ful  to  Mrs.  Keck;  and,  you  willobKge  your 
aioft  zfk&ion2ite  father.  Rich.  Steele. 

Service  to  Molly. 


LETTER  CCCXXXIII.  To  Mrs.  Eliz.  Steele. 

My  dear  Child,  ,Aug.  ar,  1719* 

I  HAVE  your  letter,  and   am  very  much 
pleafed  with  the  improvement  of  your  hand. 
I  earneflly  defire  you  to  be  careful  of  obeying 

*  This  poflibly  might  be  to  a  fplendid  bail  which  was  girei^ 
to  the  young  PrincefTeSy  in  the'Greenhoufe  at  Kenfington  Gar- 
dens, on  the  King's  birth-.day,  May  28,  the  day  on  which  their 
hottfhold-eflabLKhmcnt  was  fird  formed. 

whatever 


To   mt    DAUGHTERS,      ttq 

whatever  your  good  guardian*  and  kkid  miftrefsf 
direA.  I  have  been  taken  up  with  €areSy  iit^hicb, 
I  hope^  will  make  my  children  ^afy  after  me.  I 
pray  for  you  and  your  fitter,  and  an>  your  af- 
fectionate father^  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CCCXXXIV.     To  Mrs.  Ehzajbth 
St££L£»  at  Mrs.  Nazereau's  at  Chelfea* 

My  dear  Child,     Edinburgh,  Sept.  17,  1720* 

I  KEEP  your  letters  fafely  tied  together,  in 
order  to  obferve  your  improvement,  which 
I  take  notice  of  with  great  pleafure.  ]$irs.  Mary^s 
mark  is  no  lefs  a  fatisfadion  to  me^  becaufe  ijc 
denotes  that  Ihe  is  well,  and  fliews  her  endea* 
vours  to  converfe  with  me»  But  I  hope  you  will 
now  begin  to  make  her  fign  the  firft  letters  of  her 
name.  Be  pleafed  to  write  every  other  letter  in 
Englifli.  To  make  this  eafy,  I  will  be  contented 
that  what  is  written  in  your  mother  tongue  one 
poft,  may  be  in  French  the  next. 

Be  very  dutiful  and  obedient  to  Mrs.  Keck^ 
and  believe  me  to  be  the  moft  affeftionate  of  fa- 
thers. Rich.  Steelb^ 
Remember  me  to  Molly. 

*  Mrs.  Keck.  --^   Ay*  ^  ^l  L    f 
t   Mra«  Nazereau.    Sec  next  Letter^ 


LETTER 
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j^ETTER  CgCXXXV.    To  Mrs.  Eliz,  SteelH. 

•  My  dear  CHi'Lb,'  '   Edinburgh,  Oft.  7,  1720. 

I  HAVE  yours  of  the  3cth  of  the  laft  month; 
ahd,  fr6ni'  j'our  diligence  and  improvement, 
conceive  hopes  o£.yQur  being  as  excellent  a  per- 
fon  as  your  mother  :  you  have  great  opportuni- 
ties 'of  becoming  fuch  a  one,  by  obferving  thc^ 
maxims  and  fehtiments  of  her  bofom  ftiend, 
Mrs.  Keck,  v\:bo  has  condefcended  to  take  upon 
her  the  care  of  you  and  your  filler,  for  which 
you  are  always  tp  pay  her  the  fame  refpedt  as  if 
ihe  were  your  mother. 

^  I  have  pbferVcd  that  your  fitter  has,  for  the 
firft  time,  wntten  the  initial  or  firft  letters  of  her 
pame.  Tell  her' I  am  highly  delighted  to  fee 
her  fubfcriptipn  in.  fuch  fair  letters,  and  how 
many  fine  things  thofe  two  letters  ftand  for  when 
llie' writes  them.  :M  S.  is  milk  and  fugar,  mirth 
and  fafety,  mufick  and  fongSy  meat  and  fauce^  as 
well  as  Molly  and  Spot^  and  Mary  and  Steele. 

You  fee  Intake  pleafurc  in  converfing  with 
you,  by  prattling  any  thing  to  divert  you.  I 
hope  we  Ihall  next  month  have  an  happy  meet- 
ing, when  I  will  entertain  you  with  fomething 
that  may  be  as  good  for  the  father  as  the  chiU 
dren,  and  confequently  pleafe  us.  I  am,  M^- 
dam,  your  aifedtionate  father,  and  moft  humble 
fervant,.  Rich.  Steele, 

LETTER 


;To    HIS    D  A.U  G  H  T  E"R  S.',   aat 

Lf:TTER  CCCXXXVI.    To  Mrs.  Eliz.  Steele* 

Dfar  Child,  March  29,  1721. 

I  HAVE  received  yours,  and  beg  your  par- 
don that  I  did  not,  as  I  defigned,  vifit  you 
with  your  brother;  but  he  was  fo  dirty  that  I 
was  alhamed  to  bring  him  to  your  fchool  I 
befeech  you  to  continue  in  the  good  and  diligent 
way  you  are  in,  and  you  will  be  an  unfpeakablc 
delight  and  fatisfadion  to,  Madam,  your  molt 
affedionate  father,  and  moft  obedient  humble 
fervent,  *         Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CCCXXXViI.  To  Mrs.  Eiiz.  Steele. 

Dear  Sister, 

THAT  I  may  be  as  good  as  my  word,  that 
is,  to  fend  each  of  you  a  pound  of  tea  a-' 
piece;  one  is  bohea,  the  other  is  green,  fo  that 
you  may  pleafe  yourfelves ;  but  I  truft  to  your- 
generofity  what  you  will  beftow  on  a  poor  com- 
,mon  fchool-boy ;  and,  as  you  are  ladies  of  good 
learning,  and  of  good  underftanding  and  inge- 
nuity, I  can  but  humble  myfelf  in  the  higheft; 
.degree  to  ferve  you.  My  coulin  Scurlock  gives 
his  tendereft  love  and  afFedion  to  you,  and  joins' 
in  refpeft  to  Mrs.  Keck,  with,  Madam,  your 

moft 


I 

t 
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mod  loving  brother,    and  humble  fervant  to 
command,  Euoeke  STBtLE"*. 

My  love  to  Mrs.  M.  S. 


LETTER  CCCXXXVIIL  To  Mrs.  Eliz.  SxEEtt- 

Mv  DEAR.  Child,  April  5,  172*. 

I  HAVE  received  yoor  letter  by  the  penny* 
pod,  and  read  it  with  great  pleafure  and 
comfort,  though  I  was  then  a  little  difcomppfed* 

I  have  to-day  had  a  tooth  drawn,  and  am  difl 
ordered  alfo  with  a  cold;  but,  as  foon  as  I  go 
out,  I  will  not  fail  to  vifit  Mrs.  Keck,  and  my 
dear  little  ones. 

Service  to  Mifi  Molly;  but  tell  her  I  am 
forry  flie  has  forgot  the  charms  I  find  in  id.  & 
Your  aflfe&ionate  father.  Rich.  Steele. 

*  Eugene  Steele  htd  the  faoncnir  to  htw  Friiice  Eugene  dL 
Savoy  for  his  god-father  and  furety  at  the  font^  He  was  Ibme 
years  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Solomon  Lowe,  of  Blythe-houfe, 
Hammerfntith,  who  gare  htm  the  cfaarader  of  a  fprigfatly  lad» 
of  nne  parts.  He  was  afterwards  a  hopeful  fcholar  at  that  noble 
foundation  where  his  father  was  educated,  the  Charter*houfe. 
Not  long  after  he  was  taken  home  to  Sir  Richard's  houfe  in 
York*btiildmgs,  being  indulged  (as  his  genius  lay  that  way) 
in  a6ling  plays  in  the  great  rooni  there»  called  the  Cfiv/r- 
YtuMf  his  conftitution  is  faid  to  have  been  hurt  by  frequent 
colds.  He  appears  alfo  to  have  been  grievoufly  tormented  with 
the  ftoncy  and  was  cue  for  that  urrible  diforder  by  the  famove 
Chefeideiu    See  p.  %%^ 
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To    HIS    DAUGHTERS,     aa^ 


LETTER  CCCXXXIX.  To  Mrs.  El«.  Steel*. 

My  dear  Daughter^  April  5,  t^zu 

I  THANK  you  for  your  kindnefsi  which 
makes  you  attempt  to  draw  your  father's 
pidure ;  but  I  hope,  and  am  confident,  you  are 
ftill  better  employed  in  imitating  the  life  of  your 
excellent  mother.  Her  friend  is  the  beft  ex- 
ample and  help  you  cad  have  in  purfuing  that 
amiable  and  worthy  pattern.  I  am  this  mom« 
ing  much  better,  and  purpofe,  (5od  willing,  to 
go  and  bring  home  your  brother ;  but  I  ihall 
not  adventure  to  introduce  him  to  fuch  fine  la^ 
dies  as  his  fitters  are  till  he  has  got  his  new 
cloaths.  I  am^  dear  child^  mod  afie£tionately 
yours.  Rich.  St£&i.£« 

My  thanks  and  fervice  to  M  S, 


LETTER  CCCXL.    To  Mrs.  Eiiz.  Steele. 


w 


My  dear  Betty,  April  12,  172U 

RITE  this  carefuHy  over  again  wkh  the 
amendment  of  a  krge  letter  beginning 
every  line,  as  likewife  the  (tops  as  pointed  to 
you  ;  and  fend  both  this,  and  what  you  write 
ag^in»  to,  Madam,  your  mofi:  afie&ionate  fa- 
tfaer»  and  tnofi,  humble  iervant.    Rich*  Steels. 


LETTER 


} 
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LETTER  CCGXLI.  '  To  Mrs.  Eliz,  SteeliJ. 

My  DEAR  Child,  April  14,  1721. 

I  HAVE  received  yours  of  this  day,  with  the 
correftied  copy,  in  which  there  are  ftill  fome 
faults,  and  which  I  will  Ihew  you  when  I  fee 
you.  In  the  mean  time,  as  I  take  pleafure  in 
inftrudling  you  from  the  diligence  I  fee  in  you, 
I  remark  to  you,  that  you  are  apt  to  add  flou- 
filhes  to  your  writing.  To  this  you  mufl:  by 
no  means  accuftom  yourfelf ;  but  remember  that 
plainnefs  and  fimplicity  are  the  chief  beauties  in 
all  works  and  performances  whatfoever.  Be 
pleafed  to  forbear  adding  at  the  end  of  a  verfe  a 

line  as  thus .      You  have  done  fo  to  every 

line  of  this  laft  copy.  In  the  main,  you  have 
done  it  very  well,  and  to  the  fatisfaftion  of. 
Madam,  your  moft  afFeftionate  father,  and  moft 
humble  fervant.  Rich.  Steele. 


LETT.  CCCXLII.  To  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Steele. 

Molly  Steele. 

My  DEAR  Girls,  Feb.  ii,  1721-22. 

OUR  brother  is,  jnfl:  now,  at  eafe,  after 
great  torment  of  the  gravel  or  ftone  *.  t 
love  you  all  fo  tenderly  that  my  tears  are  ready 
to  flow  when  1  tell  you  that  I  am,  deareft  crea- 
twe«,  your  mod  affedionate  father,  and  moft 
humble  fervant.  Rich.  Steele. 


(f    ■  * 

*    See  p.  222, 
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To    HIS    DAUGHTER  S.     aaj 

LETTER  CCCXLIIL    To  Mrs.  EtiB.  Steele, 

My  dear  Child,   '  March  31,  1722. 

I  BEG  your  pardon  that  I  made  Mrs.  Keek's 
fervant  flay  fo  long ;  it  was  occafioned  by  a 
crowd  of  people  importunate  to  fpeak  with  me 
on  my  coming  to  town*.  I  fend  you  fuch  tick- 
ets-f*  as  I  can  by  our  prefent  rules ;  and  am,  with 
joy  in  your  hopeful  behaviour  and  toward  fpi- 
rit.  Madam,  your  raoft  afFedlionate  father,  and 
moft  humble  fervant.  Rich.  Steelb% 

Give  my  moft  humble  fervicc  to  your  good 
and  honoured  guardian> 


LETTER  CCCXLIV.     To'  Mrs.  Eliz.  Steele. 

Dear  Child,  ^      May  24,  1723.  • 

I  SEND  the  franks  for  Mfs.  Bullock,  to 
whom  I  defire  you  to  write  with  great  gra- 
titude and  refpeft,  always  remembering  the  great 
obligation  you  have  to  her  for  fo  tender  an  edu- 
cation. I  am,  dear  Betty,  your  moft  afFedtionate 
father,  and  moft  humble  fervant,      R.  Steels. 

*  He  was  juft  then  elected  into  parliament  for  Wendover. 

t  'Either  for  the  theatre  at  Drury-lane,  or  for  (bme  concert 
in  Tork-buildings.  In  the*  latter  bufinefs  Steele  was  principally 
coiicerned,  by  which  he  did  not  better  his  circumilances.^ 


(^  LETTEK 
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LETTE)R.  CeCXLV,    To  Mrs.  Eliz.  STEEtu. 

r 

Mv  DEAR  Child,  July  15,  ^723. 

I  HAVE  received  a  letter  from  you,  but 
without  a  date;  which,  my  dear,  was  a  great 
omiffion.  1  ought  not  to  find  faults  in  fo  kind 
and  fo  affedtionate  an  epiftle;  but  exadtnefs  is 
an  excellent  quality,  which  every  one  may  be 
miftrefs  of,  and  therefore  I  would  not  have  you 
want  it.  I  am  much  better  than  I  was^  and  at- 
tribute my  recovery  to  the  prayers  of  my  dear' 
children.  I  have  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  to 
ferve  ^he  world,  and  hope  God  will  allow  me 
fome  time  to  ferve  my  own  family.  My  good 
girl,  employ  yourfclf  always  in  fomc  good  work, 
that  you  may  be  as  good  a  woman  as  your  mo- 
ther. Pray  remember  me  to  dear  little  Molly; 
and  know  me  for,  Madafti,  your  afFedionate  fa- 
ther, and  humble  fervant.         Rich.  Steele, 


LETTER  CCCXLVI.    To  Mrs.  Eliz.  Steele. 

My  dear  Child,  Oft.  r,  1723. 

THIS  confefles  to  my  dear  children,  that  I 
came  to  this  place  three  weeks  ago  with  a 
very  heavy  heart ;  but  1  hope  I  am  now  better, 
and  dcfire  Betty  to  write  to  me,  and  let  me  know 
what  (he  hears  from  Mrs.  Bullock,  and  the  like 
accounts,  for  my  foul  is  wrapped  up  in  your 

welfare; 
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welfare;  and  I  am,  dear  children,  your  moft  af» 
fedionate  father,  and^mbft' humble  fervant, 

Rich.  Steele. 

r  I  t 

Dlreft^^^To  Sir  Richard  Steele,  Member  of 
**  Parliament,  at  Bath.'* 


LETTER  CCCXLVII.    To  Mrs.  Euz.  Steele. 

Dear  Betty,  Bath,  N'ov>:2;.i723. 

I  HAVE  your  letter  of  the  3cth  from  Mrs, 
Snow.  1  writ  to  Mrs.  Nazereau  in  great 
concern,  not  hearing  from  you,  and  defired  her 
to  chide  you  very  feverely,  if  you  were  in  health, 
for  omitting  to  write  to  me  in  the  diftrefs  you 
muft  needs  think  I  was  in  when  I  heard  nothing 
of  you-:  your  mourning*  was  no  manner  of  ex-» 
cufe ;  for  you  might  have  found  time  to  write  to 
your  father,  vyhatever  other  bufinefs  you  had.  I 
defire  you  would  give  my  moft  humble  fervice 
to  Mrs.Snow ;  I  know  net  how  to  behave  my- 
felf  under  the  obligation  of  your  being  fuch  a 
trouble  as  you  muft  .needs  be  at  her  houfe.  Let 
me  know  as  foon  as  Mrs.  Bullock  comes  to  town. 
My  feyvice  to  Molly.  I  am,  dear  Betty,  your 
affedionate  father,  and  moft  humble  fervant. 

Rich.  Steele. 

'*  On  what  occafion  does  not  appear.       "  ^  c  ^  > 

CL2  LETTER 
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LETTER  CCCXLVIIL   To  Mrs.  Eliz.  Steele. 

My  dear  Child,  Nov.  26,  1723. 

IACKOWLEDGE  the  receipt  of  your  kind 
letters,  and  defire  you  to  write  to  me  once 
every  week,  ^which  will  be  a  great  comfort  to 
me,  and,  L  hope,  haften  my  recovery  and  our 
meeting.  I  am,  dear  child,  your  aifedionate 
father,  and  moft  humble  fervant.  Rich.  Steele. 
Love  to  Molly, 


LETTER  CCCXLIX.     To  Mrs.  Eliz.  Steele: 

Mv  DEAR  Child,  Nov.  22,  1723. 

IH  AV  E  your  letter  with  the  news  of  Eu- 
gene's death**,  and  your  reflections  thereupon. , 
Do  you  and  your  fifter  ftay  at  home,  and  do  not 
go  to  the  funeral.  Lord  grant  me  patience ! 
Pray  write  to  me  conftantly.  Your  affedionate 
father,  and  obedient  fervant,  Rich.  Steele. 
Why  do  not  you  mention  Molly  ?  Is  flic 
dead  too  ? 


LETTER  CCCL.    To  Mrs.  Eliz.  Steele. 

My' DEAR  Child,  Bath,  Dec.  14,  1723- 

YOU  muft  pardon  me  if  I  write  to  you  by 
a  fervant's  hand^  becaufe  I  have  a  great 

*  See  Letter  CCCXXXVII.  p.  ziz. 

deal 
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deal  of  bufinefs  to  do  to  night,  and  therefore 
cannot,  under  my  prefent  infirmity,  do  it  in  niy 
own  hand.  I  know  nothing  of  the  gentlewoman 
with  whom  you  are  left,  but  "depend  ve-ry  much 
upon  Mrs.  BuUockV  .(Condu(Jt  arid  judgement. 
You  fay  the  gentlewoman  who  is  your  governefs 
is  a  very  well-bred  woman,  if  (he  proves  fo  to 
me,  I  fliall  honour  her  as  my  fitter,  for  the  juf*- 
Ijj^e  and  kindnefs  flie  fliews  to  you.  Pray  Ihew 
ner  this  letter,  and  tell  her  fo..  You  fay  (he  never 
was  abroad  in  any  dependent  way  before.  Pray 
defire  her  to  write  to  me,  to  let  me  know  what 
terms  flie  is  upon,  that  1  may  proceed  accord- 
ingly for  her  fervice.  I  am,  my  dear  child, 
Moft- tenderly  affe&ed  with  the  kind  and  pru- 
dent expreffions  in  your  letter;  but  cannot 
fpeak  my  mind  to  .you  till  I  fee  you,  which,  I 
hope,  will  ~be  ab6ut  the  time  the  Parliament 
meets.  I  am,  dear  Betty,  your  mod  affedionatc 
father,  and  moft  hnmble  fervant.  Rich.  Steele. 
Give  my  love  to  your  fitter  Molly,  and  fervice 
to  Mr,  Snow  and  Mrs.  Snow. 


LETTER  CCCLI.    To  Mrs.  Eliz.  Steele. 

My  deareft  dear  Child,       Bath,  Dec.  21,  1723. 

I  HAVE   yours  of  the   19th,  for  which  I 
thank  you  ;  am  preparing  to  come  to  town* 
God  grant  a  happy  meeting  between  you  and 

ct3  yo^r 
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■your  moft  affe€tionat6  fathter,'ahd  moft  hvimble 
fervant,  •  Rich.  Steele* 


.   LETTER  CCCL'.I.    To  Mrs.  Eiiiz.  Steele. 

Dear  Betty,  Jan.  8>  1723-24. 

THIS  is  to  let  you  and  your  fifter  Jfcnow  I  am 
in  good  health,  and,  dear  creature,  your 
affectionate  father,  and  iilofl:  humble  fefvant, 

.    .      .      V  :.  V-  Ri^«*  Steele* 

My  ferj^ice  to  Mrs.  Baker. 


LETTER  CGCLIII.      To  Mrs.  Etiz.  SrErLE. 

My  dear  little  Girl,  '  April  5,  1724. 

PRAY  fend  me  word  when  Mrs.  Evans  and 
you  begin  your  journey,  and  let  her  know 
ihe  (hall  be  well  received  here  by  all  us  country 
people.  God  fend  us  an  happy  meeting !  Dear 
child,  your  affedionate  father,  and  humble  fer* 
vant,  Rich.  Steele. 

Give  my  fervice  ta  the  good  old  man,  and  to 
his  fon,  and  his  fons,  and  his  coufin  Betty. 


i 
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LETTER  CCCLIV.     To  Mrs.  Eliz,  Steele, 

Dear  Betty,  April  8,  1724. 

I  DESIRE  you  to  be  carefully  drefled  to-day 
in  your  black,  in  order  to  receive  a  vifitant 
in  honour  of  your  brother  ;  let.  your  lifter:  be 
in  herwhite;  and  be  both  as  cheerfully  fuited  as 
you  can  be.  I  Ihall  call  upon  you  foon  after 
dinner,  and  am  your  friend  upon  all  occafion$. 
JOcar  Betty,  your  obedient,  faithful  father. 

Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CCCLV.     To  Mrs.  Eliz.  Steele. 

Dear  Betty,  June  25,  1724. 

IWA  S  much  troubled  to  find  you  were  fent 
to  fny  lodgings  with  yoqr  keys.   I  hope  you 
.will  find  every  thing  right  there.    But,  be  exaft 
in  all  your  affairs  hereafter,  and  we  fhall  meet 
.with  fewer  difappointments  than  we  have  hi- 
therto met  with.     I  arp,  your  affeaionate  fa- 
ther. Rich;  STEEi-6t 
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LETTER   CCCL VI.      Mr.  Morgan   to   & 

Richard  Steele. 

Honoured  Sir,  Dec.  6,  1724. 

ICAME  on  purpofe,  on  Friday  evening,  to 
wait  on  you,  in  order  to  return  you  thianks 
for  all  favours,  but  particularly  for  the  honour 
you  were  pleafed  to  dome  in  fignifying  your 
and  pretty  Mrs^  Steele's  thoughts,  in  relation  to 
her  unfortunate,  though  fincere  humble  fervanti 
but  it  feems  my  vifit  was  unfeafonable;   and; 
fince  that  time,  I  have  not  been  v6ry  well,  fo 
hope  you  will  pardon  me  for  not  making  my  ac» 
knowledgements  earlier.  Mr.  Prichard  was  very 
,  juft  in  delivering  me  your  nieflagesj  but  the 
laft  at  once  awed  me  jnto  filence,  otherwife  1 
Ihould  not  have  been  under  the  fame  roof  with^ 
out    paying   my   refpedts '  to  you ;   but  when 
I  found  my   company  was   rather   an  oiFence 
than  otherwife,   I   chofe  to   withdravCr.      It  is 
with  the   utmoft  concern  that  I  obferve  the 
young  lady  is  pleafed  to  Conceive  a  particular 
prejudice  tb  nie.    However,  notwithftanding  all 
that,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  affure  you  that  I  fhali 
always  have  the  utmoft  veneration  for  worthy 
Sir  Richard  Steele,  and  his  fair,  but  crUel,  daugh- 
ter, though  with  a  difinterefted  view ;  and  I  fin- 
cerely  wifh  her  all  the  happinefs  imaginable  in 
her  choice;  for  fince  .the  lady,  as  I  apptehend, 

■  ■    -  ■      '  •         •■'..••      is 
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Ss  pleafed  to  command  my  filence,  I  muft  acqui- 
cfce  under  the  fevere  fcnteftce,  and  fliall  endea^ 
vour  to  avoid  giving  either  of  you  any  offence ; 
but,  on  tjbe  contrary,  if  ever  it  lies  in  my  way 
to  be  ferviceable  to  you  or  yours,  none  fliall  be 
readier  to  obey  your  commands  than,  good  Sixp 
your  moft  obliged,  and  moft  obedient  humbk 
fervant,  Ed.  Morgan. 

My  humble  fervice  attends  gorfd  Mrs.  Steele* 


At^^j 


LETTER  CCCLVII.     Sir  Richaru  StEELE  to 

»  -     - 

Mr.  Morgan  *. 

Sir,  Dec.  7,  1724. 

I  HAD  the  other  day  the  honour  of  a  mef- 
fage  from  you  by  Mr.  Priehard,  with  an  ac- 
count that  you  had  the  greateft  refpedt  and  love 
for  my  daughter,  and  a  requeft  of  my  permiffion 
to  make  your  addrefs  to  her.  I  told  Mr.  Pri- 
ehard, that  "  he  who  was  to  have  her, -muft  win 
**^  her  and  wear  her ;  that  flie  was  a  girl  of  good 
*•  fcnfe,  and  I  fliould  take  that  with  her  in 
*•  whomfoever  pretended  to  her;'*  but,  upon 
ipeaking  of  the  fame  fubjeft  that  evening,  and 
inentioning  your  civility  for  her,  to  her,  flie  told 

*  From  a  paper  io  the  hand- writing  of  Lady  Trevor,  intituled, 
"  An  exa^  copy  of  a  letter  my  father  wrote  to  Mr.  Edward 
*'  Morgan,  in  anfwer  to  a  meifage  he  fent  him  By  Mr.  Priehard, 
^  December  the  6th,  1724.*' 

mc 
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me  with  a  gre^t  deal  of  calmnefs  and  eafe,  thaf 
*'  (he  was  very  young,  and  very  well  contented 
"  to  wait  her  time  and  choice  under  my  care  \^ 
3ind  begged  of  me  to  let  you  know,  that  nothing 
could  do  her  a  greater  offence  than  fuch  an  ap* 
plication.  I  told  -Mr.  Prichard  this  the  fame 
ievening ;  but  I  cannot  forbid  it  with  more  earr 
neftnefs  than  I  do  now,  and  defire  you  would 
give  my  fervice  to  your  father,  to  whom  I  am, 
as  well  as  to  you,  Sir,  your  moft  obedient,  hum- 
ble fervant.  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER    CCCLVIII.      Mr.  Morgan    to    Sir 

Richard  Steele.. 

H6nqured  Sir,  Dec.  19,  i*]i^ 

I  AM  fo  much  at  a  lofs  for  a  fufficient  apo- 
logy for  my  importunity  on  this  occaiion, 
that  I  fubmit  myfelf  entirely  to  your  clemency, 
which,  by  all  accounts,  has  hitherto  been  very 
cxtenfive,  but  particularly  fo  in  favour  of  the 
diftreffed;  which,  fince  it  is  my  misformne  to 
be  one  of  that  body  at  prefent,  I  hope  to  meet 
with  your  indulgence,  if  no?  compaffion. 

Self-prefervation  i§  what  is  natural  to  moft^ 
and,  with  that  view,  I  flatter  myfelf,  you  will 
pardon  me,  if  I  once  more  beg  a  favourable 
thought  from  you,  and,  if  poffible,  frona  the 
young  lady  your  daughter;  for  her  moft  irre^^ 

fiftible 
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fiftible  charms  have,  in  my  own  defence,  obliged 
me  to  be  thus  troublefome,  'Give  me  leave 
then,  dear  Sir,  to  tell  you,  that  I  find  it  is  im- 
poffibk  for  me  to  avoid  having. the  utmoft  love 
and  refpedt  for  pretty  Mrs*  Steele,  though,  in 
purfuance  to  her  fevere  decree,  which  I  hope  is 
not  yet  final,  I  have  made  it  my  ftudy  to  aft  as 
agreeably  thereto  as  poffibly  1  could ;  for,  ra- 
ther than  give  her  the  leaft  uneafinefs,  I  would 
torture  myfelf  firft,  I  do  not  doubt  but  my  fa- 
ther's circumftances  and  mine  have  been  ren- 
dered to  you  in  a  worfe  light  than  what,  pro- 
bably, upon  a  due  enquiry,  they  may  appear  to 
be.  I  beg  leave  to  affure  you,  that  my  defigns 
are  grounded  upon  a  foot  of  honour  ;  and  then, 
I  hope,  you  will  imagine  thofe  affairs  muft  haVe 
come  to  light.  However,  it  is  an  ufual  thing  tp 
meet  with  back-friends  upon  thefe  occafions; 
but  probably  I  may  find  them  out  at  long-run. 
Were  it  poffible  the  lady  could  conquer  all 
objeftions  to  my  perfon,  I  believe  I  lliould  be 
able  to  convince  you  that  my  fortune  is  not  de- 
fpicable ;  yet  I  muft  own  it  is  a  trifle  when  in 
competition  with  fo  much  perfonal  merit,  which 
to  me  outbalances  fortune,  any  more  than  what 
may  be  abfolutely  neceffary  to  render  the  affairs 
of  this  world  as  happy  as  may  "be :  but,  were  I 
mafter  of  ever  fo  great  a  fortune,  I  fliould  never 
think  it  fo  well  beftowed  as  upon  your  daughter* 
I  heartily  afk  pardon  for  trefpafling  fo  long  upon 

your 
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your  patience  ;  fo  ihall  only  beg  that  my  moft 
fincere  humble  fervice  may  be  acceptable  to  the 
young  lady,  and  that  you  would  believe  that  I 
ain,  with  the  utmofl:  refped:.  Sir,  yOur  inoft 
obliged  and  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Ed.  Morgan.' 


LETTER  CCCLIX.     Sir  Richard.  Steele  to 

Mr»  Morgan  *. 

Sir,  Dec.  20,  I724, 

I  HAVE  the  favour  of  yours  of  the  19th  in- 
ftant,  about  the  fame  matter  to  which  I 
thought  I  had  fully  anfwerc.d  before.  Speaking 
of  "  back-friends"  is  unnecpffary,  for  indeed 
nobody  can  .have  any  power  with  me  but  what 
ihould  be  neceffary  for  affairs  of  that  kind  con- 
cerning which  I  am  talki-ng  ,  therefore  nobody 
could  poffibly  lay  any  exceptions  concerning 
you,  or  your  family.  But  there  was  no  difpute 
raifed  about  that  matter  in  the  leaft;  the  youTng 
woman  did  not  enter  into  any  enquiry  concern- 
ing your  circumftanccs,  neither  does  (he  yet. 
Therefore  I  earneftly  defire  you  will  lay  afide  all 
thoughts  of  this  kind ;  for  the  child  is  young 
and  difcreet,  and  utterly  declares  againft  admit- 

*  From  a  paper  in  the  hand -writing  of  Lady  Trevor,  intituled, 
'*  An  exa£i  copy  of  an  anfwer  my  father  wrote  to  a  kttcr  of 

*'  Mr.  J^lorgan's,  December  the  20th|  172^*" 

•  •  • 
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ting  your  courtfliip,  whicfe  I  defire  you  would 
plcafe  to  forbear,  and  you  will  very  much 
oblige.  Sir,  your  mod  obedient,  humble  fcrvant. 

Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CCCLX.    To  Mrs.  Molly  Steele. 

Dear  Molly,  Feb.  6,  1 724-25. 

MY  Coufin  Scurlock  fends  me  word,  you 
are  mighty  uneafy  for  coming  hither.  « 
My  dear  child,  you  flayed  at  your  own  requeft, 
and  I  am  heartily  glad  that  you  think  of  coming 
to  me,  where  you  fliall  enjoy  all  the  happinefs 
that  you  can.  I  am  glad  alfo  to  hear  my  Coufin 
thinks  of  coming  with  you  when  the  coach 
comes  to  Hereford  *  in  better  time.     She  (hall 

♦  "  In  17315,"  %s  Mr.  Viaor,  **  Sir  Richard  Steele  Ic't 
**  London.  He  retired  to  the  city  of  Hereford,  and  was  lodged 
**  and  boarded  there  at  the  houfe  of  a  mercer,  who  was  his 
**  agent,  and  receiver  of  the  rents  of  an  encumbered  eftate  of  fix 
**  hundred  pounds  a  year,  which  Sir  Richard  obtained  by  his 
"  late  wife  :— at  his  death  it  devolved  to  his  two  daughters,  who 
"  were  both  well  married.  I  was  told  he  retained  his  chearful 
"  fweetnefs  of  temper  to  the  laft  ;  and  would  often  be  carried  out 
**  in  a  fumroer's  evening,  where  the  country  lads  and  lalTes  were 
**  alfembied  at  their  rural -fports,—andy  with  his  pencil,  gave  an 
'*  order  on  his  agent,  the  mercer,  for  a  new  gown  to  the  beft 
**  dancer.  In  the  year  1727,  when  1  was  sl  levee- hunter ,  and 
**  making  an  interell  with  the  firft  minillcr,  that  good  old  man 
"  hearing  of  it,  inclofed  me  an  open  letter  to  Sir  Robert  VVal- 
*'  pole,  that,  1  remember,  began  thus  :  If  the  recommendation  of 
**  the  mqft  obliged  man  can  be  of  any  fer vice  to  the  bearer — Sir  Ro- 
**  bert  received  it  with  his  ufual  politenefs."  See  Victor's 
"  Dramatic  Pieces,  Poems,  and  Original  Letters,*'  vol.  I. 
p.  330,  8vo.  1774. 

2  have 
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.  have  all^  the  welcome  this  place  will  afford  licr^ 
which  you  may  tell  her  from  your  afFedionate 
father.  Rich.  Steele.  . 


LETTER  CCCLXI  *.     To  Mrs.  Eliz.  Steele. 

My  dearest  Child,  March  3,  1725-26. 

YOU  were  indifcreet  to  fend   Sandy  here 
yellerday  night,  for  he  is  a  gentleman  I 
have  fome  reafon  to  know  very  well. 

Give  my  moft  humble  fervice  to  Mrs.  Scur- 
lock,  and  to  Mrs.  Be  vans.  There  is  no  need  of 
bidding  you  be  civil  to  all  you  fee  kind  to  me. 
I  am,  dear  girl,  your  dutiful  and  compaffionatc 
father,  .  Rich.  Steele. 


LETTER  CCCLXn.     To  Mrs.  Mary  Steele, 
My  dear,  dear  Molly,  July  22,  1728. 

•  

I  WRITE  to  you  becaufe  Mr.  Duke  is  going 
to  Briftol.  I  defire  you  would  give  my  fer- 
vice to  Dr.  Lane ;  and  remember,  dear  Molly, 
your  ever  loving  and  afi'ettionate  father. 

Rich.  Steele-J-* 

Wc 

*  There  is  no  dire6lioD  to  this  letter;  but  at  the  bottom  of  it 
is  written  Mr.  Plaxton  \  and  it  is  indo^fed,  by  Lady  Trevor, 
*•  My  Father's."  ^ 

f  <*  On  Monday  the  firft  inO^ant,  at  about  ten  at  night,  died 
*'  at  CarmartheM,  in  South  Wales,  Sir  Ric'har'd  Steele,  kntghr, 

"  well 
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We  are  here -in  great  joy  becaufe  my  mare 
has  brpught  a  foal,  a  male  one^  after  eleven 
months  time. 


^LETTER  CCCLXIII  *.    Mr.  Meyricke  to  Mifs 

Steele. 

Madam,  Pembrokefhirc. 

I  HAVE  lately  heard  a  very  excellent  cha- 
racter of  the  honefty  of  John  Trelogan; 
and,  as  I  know  how  to  elleem  every  recommen- 
dation of  yours,  I  therefore  employ  him  in  a 
cafe  of  the  higheft  importance  to  myfelf,  the 
carriage  of  a  hundred  weight  of  love,  right  good 
as  any  in  England,  at  your  fervice.  Do  not  let 
your  generous  temper  be  in  pain  to  make  any 
return ;   I  mufl  afk  none.     Allow  me  leave  to 

**  well  known  by  his  many  eminent  writings.  He  formerly 
**  ferved  in  parliament  for  the  boroughs  of  Scockbridge,  Bo- 
**  roughbridge,  and  Wendover,  and  paflcd  through  feveral  cmi- 
**  nent  (lations,  •y/a:.  a  Commiffioner  of  the  Fbrfeited  Eftates, 
**  Mafter  of  the  Theatre-royal  in  Drury-lane,  &c.  He  married 
**  the  only  child  and  heirefs  of  John  [Jonathan]  Scurlock,  of  the 
«*  town  of  Carmarthen,  efq.  by  whom  he  had  iffue  two  daugh* 
**  ters,  who  are  unmarried.*'     Weekly  Medley,  Sept.  13,  1729- 

**  We  hear  a  (lately  monument  will  be  put  up  in  Wcftmiuftcr 
<*  Abbey  to  the  memory  of  Sir  Richard  Steele,  at  the  expcnce 
••'of  Sir  Robert  Walpole."     BritiOi  Journal,  Sept.  20,  1729.- 

'*  Of  chiis  and  the  ten  following  letters,  nine  are  undated,  and 
it  is  not  eafy  to  place  them  in  their  exa6^  order  of  tmie.  From 
three  of  them  the  name  of  the  writer  is  cut  off.  The  hand- 
writing, however,  (hews  that  tiiis  and  five  others  are  from  Mr, 
i^cyricke.     Letter  QCCLXVIl.  is  in  a  diffeient  hand. 

I  fend 
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fend  you  all  I  have,  fdr  T  am  abundantly  fiiji* 
plied,  and  think  it  no  trouble;  for,  believe  m^, 
it  i?  no  trouble  at  all,  Coufin.  In  mighty  pain 
furely,  I  have  convinced  you,  Madam,  how  con- 
formable I  can  be  to  your  command,  jSnce  I 
have  left  your  prefence,  where  my  only  quiet 
and  repofe  dwell.  It  is  true,  I  might  find  more 
fafety,  but  I  buy  it  at  a  moft  extravagant  pur- 
chafe.  You  will,  perhaps;  draw  a  charge  of  a 
very  ready  Ihew  of  difobedience  even  in  my  de- 
claration of  itj  becaufe  you  have  commanded 
me  not  to  love  :  but,  not  to  love,  is  not  to  live ; 
and  not  to  love  youj  would  be  death  in  the  worft 
form  it  can  appear  in.  Do  not,  ray  fair  unbe- 
liever, urge  my  crime  in  this,  fince  i  would  die 
to  be  obedient  to  you  in  any  thing ;  for  it  is  the 
juft  refolve  and  conftitution  of  my  mind.  If 
my  paffion  can  be  recommended  by  its  purity, 
by  its  religious  and  heavenly  fondnefs,  it  has 
that,  and  yet  much  more,  to  fay  for  itfelf,  if  you 
would  hear  it-.  When  you  meet  with  any  bodjr 
that  can  love  you  better,  that  will  more  readily 
fubjed:  his  little  life  and  fortune  to  your  plea- 
fure  and  inclination,  I  muft  then  only  learn  to  be 
content  from  your  happinefs,  and  I  muft  for 
ever  own  myfelf  in  the  moft  religious  rights,  and 
greateft  tendernefs  of  my  foul,  dear  Mrs.  Steele, 
your  moft  paflionatery  fond  admirer,  and  ever- 
more devoted,  Essex  M^^  Meyricke*. 

*  The  name  is  cut  away. 

LETTER 


AND    FHOM  Mzss    S  T  E  E^L  £•     ^41 

-■J 

I^TTER  CCCLXIV.    Mr.  Mbvmcke  to  Mifs 

Madam,  Prufli,  Thurfiiajr,  Jan.  6,  I730*. 

GOULP  I  apprehend  any  danger  when  I 
conform  to  your  commands,  I  might  have 
been  extremely  fenfible  of  it  laft  Monday  night, 
when  I  met  about  a  thoufand  coal-pits,  with  open 
mouths  ready  to  devour  me,  juft  covered  over 
with  fnow,  and,  under  that  difguife  of  their  com- 
pletion, might  have  enfnared  a  manmuch  more 
in  his  fenfes  than  myfelf.  In  all  thefe  threaten- 
ing dangers,  my  charming  Stella  diverted  my 
thoughts ;  and  every  the  greateft  fright  and  fear 
was  removed  from  before  my  eyes  by  the  pleaf- 
ing  idea  I  had  of  that  lovely  creature.  Thus, 
Madam,  am  I  thankful  for  the  noble  infpiration 
you  give  my  foul  of  courage  and  conftancy, 
which  will  enable  me  to  brave  the  fury  of  every 
ftorm  I  can  polEbly  meet  with  in  life.  It  may, 
indeed,  be  very  inconfiftent  with  a  modern  fine 
gentleman,  or  a  lover,  before  his  miftrefs,  to 
offer  any  thankfgiving  to  tJbe  Divine  Providence 
for  his  protection ;  but  fure  it  cannot  offend  the 
;ood,  the  pious  Mifs  Steele.  No ;  it  is  to  that 
infinite,  AU-Svife  Being,  who  trieth  the  very 
heart,  that  I  pray  to  ihcw  n>e  niercy ;  to  Him 
let  me  be  inflant  in  prayer,  who  fees  all  things 

*    I  fuppofe  I7&9-30. 

R  intuitively : 
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intuitively  :  and  may  his  influence  dircA  and  go- 
vern you  wh^il  it  is  poflible  for  your  own  hunian 
prudence  to  fail  you  !  I  am,  my  lovely  creature, 
every  way  engaged  to  you ;   and  furely  it  con- 
cerns you  not  a  little,  in  the  excellency  of  your 
mind  as  a  good  Chriftian,  to  tUpport  me  a  little 
better  under  my  prefent  inquietude,   and  great 
fufpence  of  happinefs.     Oh !  would  you  but 
take  one  view  of  my  foul,  and  fee  the  rejoicings 
it  has  at  the  pleafure  you  could  ^ive  it !  Do,  my 
charmeri  lay  one  obligation  uppn  ,me,  which 
every  part  of  my  life  would  be  induftrioufly 
employed  to  return.    I  wifh  you  would  .fee  with 
what  a  difintereftcd  pafEon  1  am  yours.  But  why 
fliould   I   be  thus  importunate   to  a  generous 
mind,  \;^hich  has  the  gift  of  charity  ?  1  pray  the 
Almighty  to  govern  and  diredt  you  in  the  right 
ufe  of  it  5  and  believe  me,  dear  Mifs  Steele,  to 
be  for  ever  yours,         Essex  M^^  Meyricke. 
If  you  ( annot  fend  me  fomething  to  live  upon 
here,  1  muft  fee  Carmarthen  foon;  Jhall  I? 


LETTER  CCCLXy.     To  Mifs  Steele  *. 

Madam,  [undated]. 

IT  feems  it  is  in  love,  as  it  is  in  the  worlhip  of 
the  Gods  :  we  are  ftiil  to  fupplicate,  ftill  to 
pray,  though  the  Deity  we  adore  gives  us  no  pofi* 

*  The  camels  cut  from  this  Letter;  but  it  is  Mr.  Meyricke's 
hand- writing. 

tivc 
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tivc  aflurance  of  mercy,  by  a  gracious  appearance 
or  promife  to  us.  We  are  bid,  indeed,  in  one 
cafe,  to  **  hear  Mofes  and  the  prophets  ;'*  but 
fuch  are  my  unhappy  circumftances,  that  I  have 
no  certain  known  rules  to  go  by ;  however, 
I  Ihall  keep  clofe  to  the  letter  of  the  law,  and 
"  love  without  ceafing."  Under  this  uncertain 
ftate  and  perplexity  I  may,  with  more  jufticc 
than  the  child-bed  lady,  aft,  "  What  have  I 
f*  done,  ye  Gods,  to  deferve  thus  ?"  Be  ftill,  O 
my  foul !  and  pleafe  thyfelf  with  thofe  imagi- 
nations, that  thy  great  diftrattions  will,  fome 
time  or  other,  have  a  happy  end.  The  Spec- 
tator has  obferved,  that  '*  to  be  enamoured 
'*  with  a  lady  of  fenfe  and  virtue,  is  an  im- 
**  provement  of  the  underftanding  and  morals.'* 
I  own  I  have  an  exceeding  good  opinion  of  my 
Qovernefs  f  only  I  think  her  difcipline  a  little  too 
rigid  and  fevere  at  prefent  for  my  tender  na- 
ture ;  but  I  hope  there  will  be  nothing  wanting 
in  her  indulgent  care,  as  I  am  fure  there  fhall 
not  in  my  honeft  endeavours  * 

I  wilh  you  would  fuffer  it  to  be  argued  by  my- 
felf  or  counfel.  I  will  make  my  regard  known 
for  your  perfon  by  every  thing  that  can  be  done, 
I  efteem  you  too  precious  to  be  bought  or  fold, 
or  I  would  offer  all  I  have  with  a  frank  and 

*  Here  a  few  words  are  purpofely  cut  out. 
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honefi  hearty  which  you  iltall  b€  acqualnfied  with 
as  foon  as  you  pleafe.  My  rivals  may  probably 
be  better  able  to  purchafe  the  pleafant  fields  of 
Llanguner,  which  have  fo  many  beauties  and  de- 
lights, that  I  would  wifli  you,  as  a  friend,  never 
to  part  with  them  :  but  I  fain  would  be  the  pur- 
chafer  of  your  perfon,  and  I  freely  bid  my  life 
and  fortune,  which  I  ihali  never  have  occafion 
to  murmur  or  repine  at,  till  you  declare  them 
below  your  notice.  Teach  me,  oh!  inftruft 
me,  dear  Mifs  Steele,  how  to  value  both,  and 
let  me  live  in  love  and  truth  eternally  yours. 

Your  horfe  has  promifed  me  the  honour  of  a 
vifit  to-morrow. 

LETTER  CCCLXVI.      Mr.  Meyricke  to  Mifs 
Steele,  at  Mrs,  Scurlock's.    This. 

Madam,    Pmfh,  Sunday  Morn,  Eight  o'Ciock** 

ACCORDING  to  the  beft  calculation  I  cap 
make,  it  is  now  a  hundred  and  fixteeh 
hours,  thirteen  minutes,  and  three  feconds,  &c* 
fmce  I  left  Carmarthen ;  a  very  tedious  and  me- 
lancholy  time,  under  which  I  have  been  chiefly 
fupported  by  the  parfon  of  the  parifh,  who  is 
indeed  a  good  fenfible  brown  man,  only  a  little 
unhappy  in  his  too  great  relilh  for  the  very 
thirfty  weed  of  tobacco,  and  the  liquid  manu- 
facture of  our  country,  ale.    The  near  approach 

*  There  is  no  other  date  to  this  Letter. 

of 
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of  thd  very  folemn  feafon  juft  at  hand,  led  us 
into  converfatioQ  fuitable  to  the  occafiod ;  and, 
in  the  progrefs  of  our  diicourfe,  he  ib  well  infi- 
nuated  himfelf  into  a  familiarity  with  me^  that 
he  gained  the  inmofl  recefles  of  my  ibul,  where 
he  found  fuch  gloomy  forrow  and  fadnefs  as 
drew  his  eompaflion^  and,  I  hope,  may  in  time 
deferve  yours,  or  I  muft .  have  recourfe  to  him^ 
6v  fome  more  able  and  difcre^t  minifter,  for 
ghoftly  coufnfel,  &c«  The  poor  man,  in  the  ho* 
ueiiy  of  his  heart,  for  the  good  of  religion,  and 
to  the  beft  of  hh  capacity,  dire&ed  the  moft  re- 
ligious uie  of  my  affe&ions,  and  urged  very 
itrong  and  facred  reaibns  againft  ^^  letting  my 
'^  heart  too  much  upon  the  things  of  this 
**  world."  But  fuch  is  the  depravity  of  nature, 
dear  DoSor,  I  cannot  help  it.  Heaven  forgive 
me,  if  it  can  be  my  offence  to  love  Mifs  Steete 
too  much,  and  punifli  me  f6r  that  crime  towards 
any  other  lady !  Being  at  prefent  in  a  good  dif« 
position  of  mind  to  prepare  myfelf  for  the  next 
world,  I  intend,  by  the  affiftance  of  God,  this 
day  to  anfwer  the  moft  pofitive  command  of 
Heaven ;  and  I  am  pcrfuaded,  in  the  purity  o£ 
my  confcience,  that  I  can  give  no  offence  in 
this^  very  folemn  aflurance  under  my  hand, 
that  I  love  you  above  the  world,  abflraded  f rom 
any  views  of  fortune,  but  merely  on  account  of 
your  agreeable  perfon,  pretty  fenfe,  moft  excel- 
lent temper,  and  very   fweet  endowments  of 

R  3  good* 
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good-nature  in  its  primitive  fenfe.  But  if  your 
Tcfolutions  are  unalterable,  your  inclinations  dif- 
ferent from  any  thing  in  me;  and  you  can  nei- 
ther be  thus  charitable  or  generous  as  to  reward 
fo  well-grounded  a  palEoti,  I  can  then  greatly 
lament  my  endlefs  misfortune,  and  refolve  never 
more  to  give  trouble,  or  offence,  where  I  love  fo 
well.  But,  if  you  are  not  very  determined  to 
the  contrary,  I  will  chearfuUy  ferve  in  great 
conftancy  your  own  time,  though  naturally  as 
impatient  a  lover  as  you  have  met  with.  Do 
not  abfolutely  defpife  the  honefty  and  fimplicity 
of  this  heart ;  if  you  refolve  againft  it,  urge  its 
crime  in  loving  too  much,  and  declare  your  dif- 
like  of  too  fond  a  hufband.  You  may  moft  cer- 
tainly oblige  me  fo  far,  as  to  make  me  conform 
to  every  thing  you  pleafe ;  for  I  know  not  how 
it  happens,  but  fo  it  is,  I  had  much  rather  be 
your  flave,  than  claim  a  fuperiority  over  any 
lady  I  ever  faw.  Your  generous  temper  may, 
perhaps,  defpife  fo  fervile  a  declaration ;  but 
think  it  is  to  you  only  I  can  fo  far  refign  myfelf. 
Perhaps  you  may  like  better  to  be  treated  with 
the  power  and  authority  of  a  very  hufband.  In- 
deed you  may  truft  yourfelf  with  any  perfon, 
for  you  have  fuch  winning  engagements  as  can 
footh  and  foften  the  moft  contradictory  temper; 
therefore  you  need  not  wiih  a  greater  variety  of 
choice :  lofe  as  little  time  as  poffible,  for  your 
joys  will  be  confirmed  at  a  time  when  other 

people 
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people  »e^t6  be  wiihed  imo  them  by  their 
friends.  You  have  admirers  enough,  Madam, 
to  pay  yo\i  compliments ;  but  if  truths,  as  di- 
vine and  facred  as  any  I  have  found  in  good 
books,  which  I  have  been  converfant  with  thefe 
three  days^  <:an  recommend  what  I  fay,  you  arc 
beyond  expreffion  dear  to  me  ;  and  every  thing 
you  do,  and  fay,  gives  me  admiration  and  plea- 
iure,  but  when  you  fpeak  my  death.  I  have 
been  fo  very  happy  as  to  be  fupported  by  the 
moft  engaging  friendlhip  that  I  have  yet  met 
with  in  life,  .without  which  I  had  funk  in  very 
bicker  anguifh  of  thought  long  before  this  day. 
May  you  be  bkfled  with  all  that  Heaven  can 
fend  you ;  and  believe  me  to  be,  from  my  inmoft 
foul,  dear  Mift: Steele,  yours,  as  much  as  pof- 
^bleman.can  be,  Essex  M^^  Meyricke. 

My  nerves.  Madam,  are  exceeding  good,  for 
my  ihaking  hand  is  only  a  natural  confequence 
:of  my  aching  heart  at  this  jundurc. 


LETTER  CGCLXVIL    To  Mifs  Steele  *,  in 
Carmarthen,  South  Wales.      Turn  at  Qloucefler*  , 

"  /^UT  of  fight  out  of  mind,**  is  a  proverb 

V^  which,  on  many  occafions,,  ii^ight  be 

founded   in  truth.     Mifs  Steele,   perhaps,    at 

prefent 

*  The  name  is  cot  away  from  this  letter,  which  is  in  a  dif- 
ferent hand-writing  from  the  four  which  precdde^  and  the  two 
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pr efent  may  beft  know  whereia  k  has  been  vwi* 
fied«  Give  me  leave  to  affure  you^  k  is  npt  fo 
t^kh  me  in  vciped  to  one  who  is  the  very  graee 
and  ornament. of  her  fex. 

Permit  me^  Madam^  to  fend  you  this  now 
only  as  the  tribute  of  my  wiihesy  where  my  poor 
fervices  in  tinges  pad  were,  or  would  be  now, 
lefs  regarded.  However,  had  you  thought  me 
worthy  of  that  heart,  which  yo»  keep  referved 
for  fpme  other,  happly  you  would  have  found 
me  not  the  leail  faithful^  nor  the  ieaft  fenfible  of 
the  obligation.  But  beauty^  goodnefs,  and  gopd*- 
fenfe,  fuch  as  you  are  the  happy  miftrefs  of,  will 
always  claim  the  beft  wiihes  and  good<>will  of 
the  moil  uncivilized  and  barbarous*  But  fince 
praife  from  f(xne,  even  to  the  moft  praiie-wor* 
thy,  will  be  found  unacceptable;  myfelf  too 
confcious  of  the  application,  I  fliall  dedine  the 
unwelcome  taik* 

It  would  be  too  romantic  to  tell  you  into  what 
an  abyfs  of  melancholy  -f-  .  .  .  •  •  • 
•    •     •  fell  into  on  parting 

that  follow.  It  is  alfo  trndated ;  bat  was  probably  written  about 
Marchy  1730,  a  little  before  the  death  of  Mrs.  Mary  Steele, 
which  happened  at  Briilol,  of  a  lingering  confumption,  April 
18.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  it  to  be  from  Mr.  Harooun.  In 
a  news-paper  of  the  time  is  the  following  article :  "  April  s8, 
<<  1730,  a  marriage  is  concluded  between  Mr.  Harcourt,  a  Car- 
<<  roarchenibire  gentleman,  and  the  eldeft  daughter  of  Sir  Hi* 
^*  chard  Steele."  I  need  not  add,  this  was  equally  falfe  with  the 
report  of  her  being  married  to  Mr«  Philips.  See  Letters 
CCCLXXf .  and  CCCLXXIV. 
t  Some  words  are  here  cut  s^vay. 

from 
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from  yoi(.(H«atto9 forbid  the  ortien!)  I  hope 
no  ptdagc  of  any  iU  accident.  Wby  could  not 
i^  tkemoft  £utkftil,  though  meaneft^  of  yout 
fervants^  be  pcrmttted  to  fee  you  to  your  jour-* 
n^ys  end  i  I  could  have  returned  with  pleafure 
had  I  but  feed  you  fafe  ^  but  you  thought  others 
wife^  and  it  becomes  me  to  be  filent. 

I  hope  ker  late  indlfpofkion  has  left  her ;  if 
not,  1  hope  no  time  will  be  loft  towards  a  fpeedy 
application  for  the  recovery  of  her  health.  Her 
returning  to  the  Hot^well^  as  ihe  talked  o^ 
^wotiki  b,e  the  beft  refolution  ihe  could  take.  I 
find  a  very  fenfible  benefit  already  by  tbefe  wa# 
tens.  I  would  with  pkafure  meet  her  half-way^ 
eoilM  I  bttt  know  the  time  of  her  coming;  but 
the  fear  of  difobliging  a  lady  o£  my  acquaint- 
ance prevents  me  in  the  pleafurci  of  waiting  up>^ 
ovk  her  at  Carnafarthen.    Faireft,  adieu ! 


LETTER       CCCLXVIirt* 


M 


Sir, 

Y  time  and  my  thoughts  are  fo  employ- 
ed about  my   poor  fifter  ^  (who  grows 

worfe 


*  Sever^  wdtds  SLVthtre  cut  away. 

f  This  is  a  copy,  in  Lady  Trevor's  hand -writing,  of  a  ktttf 

to  feme  fri€nd  in  J-ondon.    And  to  whom  fo  probable  as  to  Mr* 

^  (afterwards  Lord)  Trevof,  then  eminent  in  the  profcflion  ai 
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worfe  iev'ety  day),  that  I  could  not  fooner  ac-i 
knowledge  the  favour  of  your  obliging  letters^ 
I  have  a  true  fenfe  of  what  1  owe  you  for  thi 
trouble  you  take  in  our  afEiirs.  I  am  glad  you 
have  brought  the  players  *  to  fueh  good  terms  j 
and  I  fincerely  wifli  it  may  ever  be  as,  much  in 
my  power,  as  I  am  fure  it  will  always  be  in  my 
inclination,  to  Ihew  my  gratitude  to  you  for  the 
many  favours  ahd  civilities  you  hiave  conferred 
on  my  filler,  and  felf. 

Your  kind  enquiry  relating  to  Dan  y  park 
cftate,  is  another  inftance  of  your  friendlhip  to 
ine ;  but  you  will  allow  me  the  liberty  to  fay^ 
that  I  think  the  fatisfadion  given  you  fo  defici* 
icnt,  and  fo  little  .to  the  purpofe,  that,  from  xhis 
moment,  I  take  a  refolutioii  to  put  an  abfolute 
,  flop  to  that  affaiir.  Mr... George  Harcourt's 
pretending  to  fend  to  his  uncle  for  the  particu- 
lars of  ah  eftate  to  be  fettled  upon  him,  which  I 
was  always  made  to  believe  was  a(Sually  to  be 

the  law,  and  whom  (he  next  year  married  >  Letter  CCCLXXL 
k  known  to  be  in  his  hatid -writing.-  Neither  of  them  it  dated. 
But  on  the  blank  leaf  of  the  Lady's  (he  has  written  what  will  £x 
it  within  a  day  or  two : 

*•  March  the  25th.     Sifter's  wafhing  049 

**  My  own  o     2     5  J 

■:    .   .  .  °  5  4" 

♦  Sir  Richard  Steele's  intercft  in  Drury  lane  Theatre  becamci 
after  his  death,  the  joint  property  of  his  two  daughters,  and|  oa 
the  death  of  the  younger  of  them,  devolved  to  Elizabeth  the 
elder,  who  fold  it  for  no  inconfiderabie  fum.  But,  as  if.  a  fata* 
lity  attended  the  buiinefsj  the  attorney  who  received  the  monej 
for  her  ran  away  with  the  whole,  and  ihe  never  received  a  penny.- 

his 
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his  by  an  old  entail,  and  confequencly  out  of  his 
uncle's  power  to  give  from  him,  is  fo  inconfiftent 
with  the  account  which  my,  or  rather  his, 
friends  gave  me  of  it,  that  I  can  no  way  account 
for  it.  There  have  been  fo  many  impofitions  in 
regard  to  Mr.  Lewis  Harcourt's  eftate  deteded, 
that  1  never  repented  any  thing  more,  than  that 
I  was  perfuaded  to  enter  at  firft  into  any  treaty 
with  Mr.  George  Harcourt.  The  firft  reprc- 
'fentations  to  me  were,  that  all  Mr.  Lewis  Har-* 
court's  eftate  was  entailed  upon  his  nephew.  In 
fome  time  after,  I  was  informed  there  was  a 
mortgage  of  twelve  hundred  pounds  upon  his 
eftate,  which  ,was  a  plain  difcovery  that  part  of 
his  eftate  was  in  his  own  power ;  and  I,  believe 
you  are  convinced  that  two  hundred  pounds  a 
year  of  his  eftate  is  fettled  on  his  daughters. 
Now  thefe  are  impofitions  of  fo  grofs  apd  fliock* 
ing  a  nature,  that  they  are  hardly  to  be  paral* 
leled.  When  Mr.  Harcourt  was  introduced  to 
me '  by  Mrs.  Bevan,  Mrs.  Lloyd  of  Danyralt; 
and  Mr.  Sandy  (all  three  my  neareft  relations)^ 
they  told  me  he  had  an  eftate'of  eight  hundred 
pounds  a  year ;  that  he  had  a  place  of  feven 
hundred  pounds  a  year,  which,  with  a  chance 
of  money  from  his  aunt,  was  fuch  a  fortune  as 
I  could  not  difapprove.  The  uncommon  merit 
of  the  gentleman  was  their  daily  theme :  their 
perpetual  and  importunate  folicifatiohs  were  the 
firft  motives  that  induced  me  to  think  of  it* 

Convinced 
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Convinced  by  their  leafdning  that  I  naig^t  ptb* 
bably  be  happy  in  a  change  of  my  coodkion  i(^ 
niiKh  to  my  advantage^  I  fubmitted,  and  pte» 
ferred  their  judgement  to  my  own  inclination; 
«ad  things  went  on  accordingly y  when,  to  my 
great  furprize,  I  found  them  very  mucb  mif* 
takenin  regard  to  his  fortune.  Thefe  things  of 
themfelves  are  very  good  axid  fufficient  reafbns 
for  breaking  off  with  Mr.  Harcourt :  but  the 
melancholy  circumftance  I  have  to  add  is»  that, 
notwithftanding  my  endeavours,  I  find  it  is  not 
fei  my  powcrr  to  have  an  affc&ion  for^th'C  gentle- 
man, which  a  woman  ought  to  have  for  the  per- 
fon  Ibe  makes  choice  of  for  the  companion  of 
her  life.  I  did  aU  I  couM  to  make  him  fenfibie 
of  this  when  tall  in  the  country,  i  have  an 
^erfion  tp  the  thoughts  of  it,  whieb  i  can  never 
c^ercome.  It  does  not  pr<!)iceed  from  any  want 
€fS  merit  in  him  ;  I  think  him  very  defer ving ; 
liut  we  caniK>t  command  our  affeSiions ;  and  I 
flatter  myfelf  that  you,  who  are  tny  friend,  can- 
liot  find  fault  with  me ;  for,  if  .the  regard  is  not 
tnutual  in  marriage,  the  coniequence  muft  be 
miferable.  I  heartily  wife  coufin  Harrcourt  all 
the  happinefs  the  ftate  can  afford  in  a  better 
choice.  I  am  apprehcnfive  that  my  friends  at 
Carmarthen,  efpecialiy  Mrs.  Bevan  and  Mr. 
Sandy,  will  be  irreconcileable  on  this  occafion. 
it  is  very  much  my  inclination  to  live  with  my 
feUtions,  for  nobody  can  have  a  greater  tender- 
^  nefs 
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jBefs  for  diem  than  I  havv,  aod  I  propofe  great 
ficdsfadioQ  in  contimiiDg  with  them ;  but,  if 
thejr  will  not  receive  me,  I  muA  be  content :  I 
hop^  I  am  not  fo  deftitute  of  friends  as  to  di> 
fpair  of  a  reception  eifewhere. 


LETTER  CCCLXIX.    To  Mifs  Steele.    This. 

« 

Tuefday  Mom. 

I  HOPE  de^  Mifs  Steele  has  enjoyed  as 
good  reft  as  I  have  wilhed  her,  for  1  have 
been  awake  the  whole  night  in  very  thought  for 
her  rept^e  and  happinels.  Ycfterday's  fi^n  was 
fhe  moft  tedious  that  ever  ihone ;  and  I  can 
.  fcarce  livp  another  under  the  affliaion  you  bear*, 
imlefs  you  nfioderate  it  by  the  refined  fenfe  and 
reafon  you  are  miftrefs  of;  which,  by  abun- 
dance of  good- nature,  J  fear  you  make  more 
vfeful  to  your  friends  than'  youifelf -:  yet,  for 
pity  fake,  let  not  Mrs.  Bcvan,  whom  I  muft 
ever  value,  want  any  cpmfort  from  your  per- 
fuafive,  healing  tongue.  Pardon  me,  I  would 
i^ention  nothing  but  what  I  hope  may  concur 
with  your  fentiments.  Do  not,  my  charmer,  hf 
any  means  deftroy  your  health,  which  is  far 
more  valuable  to  me  than  my  life.    My  heart 

*  This  letter  from  Mr.  Meyricke  is  undated  $  but  probably 
was  writteM  in  May,  1730,  a  ihort  time  after  the  death  of  Mrs, 
Mary  Steele* 

aches 
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aches  for  you,  and  longs  to  tell  you  its'fuiFerings. 
I  want  very  much  to  fee  you,  and  would,  if  poC- 
fible,  more  than  fliare  your  grief,  I  could  drink 
them  tears  which  Ihower  down  fofaft^  the  bitter 
afflidion,  of  my  foul ;  but  let  me  forget  that 
there  ever  was  aiflidtion,  pain,  or  forrow,  born 
into  the  world,  and  be  for  ever  yours, 

Essex  M^^  Meyricke. 


LETTER  CCCLXX.     From  Mifs  Steele  *• 

* 

Sir, 

I  AM  furprized  to  find  you  perfift  in  giving 
yourfelf  and  me  a  trouble  which  I  have  (6 
often  told  you  would  be  to  no  efFedt.  As  you 
are  a  gentleman  of  great  merit,  I  wifh  you  may 
be  blefled  with  the  bell  and  moft  agreeable  of 
the  fex  ;  but,  for  my  own  part,  I  am  unalterably 
determined  never  to  think  of  marrying  you* 
Therefore  I  hope  juftice  to  yourfelf  will  prevail, 
when  I  make  it  my  requeft,  that  you  will  from 
this  moment  defift  from  giving  yourfelf,  your 
friends,  or  me,  any  farther  trouble  on  this  Qcca- 
fion.     I  am,  Sir. 

'   ♦  Tt  dofs  hot  appear  to  whom  this  undated  letter  was  ad- 

drefled,  but  probably  to  Mr.  Mcyricke. 


LETTER 
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LETTER  CCCLXXI.     Tp  Mifs  Steele  ♦. 

Dear  Miss  Steele, 

THE  general  confirmation  I  meet  with  from 
all  hands,  that  you  have  lately  difmifled  a 
gentleman  efteemed  the  neareft  your  regard »  per- 
fUades  ire  to  declare  a  paflSon  which  can  reft  no 
longer  unrevealed,  or,  more  properly,  unrepeat* 
ed.  But  the  good  fenfe  and  difcernment  that 
diftinguiihes  you  from  rhe  multitude  of  your 
fex,  will  excufe  a  reprefentation  of  the  tragical 
tales  of  love :  though  this  cafe  is  generally  re- 
quired to  be  as  mefhodically  ftated  to  a  fair 
lady,  as  a  cafe  of  dangerous  ill-health  is  to  a 
pTiyfician.  Without  farther  preamble,  Madam, 
my  defign  is  to  affute  you,  that  you  are  the  lady 
that,  from  all  the  laws  of  love,  I  have  piftured 
in  my  imagination  moft  agreeable  :  and  every 
thing  that  is  to  be  faid  upon  this  head  is, 
**  I  Lb V  e  you/'  But  though  you  will  objedt,  that 
tell  almoft  every  lady  the  fame  ftory  |  I  grant  I 
do,  thofe  I  like :  fome  have  been  fo  good  as  to 
believe  me,  and  foften  the  care  and  concern  that 
the  moft  unchriftian  and  unbelieving  part  of  the 
fex  hath  created.  But  to  none  have  I  confeffed 
the  attraction  of  my  foul  fo  far,  that  I  would, 

"^  This  letter,  which  is  undated,  except  that  the  year  1729-30 
occurs  in  the  middle  of  it,  is  in  the  hand-writing  of  the 
Hon.  John  (afterwards  Lord)  Trevor.  He  married  Mifs  Steele, 
JMay  3 '  >  1 7  3 1 .    Sec  Letters  CCCLXVII.  and  CCCLXXI  V- 

'^     .  what 
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what  fliall  I  fay  ?  marry  them.  No ;  never  was 
I  fo  daring,  fo  bold  in  thought,  till  the  year 
1729-30,  and  the  24th  year  of  my  age,  when  I 
was  fo  fortunate,  or  unfortunate,  as  you  docr^^ 
to  behold  the  refifUefs  charms  of  the  moft  en- 
gaging.  But  of  this  enough*  I  wilh  I  could 
guefs  at  what  was  the  moft  prevailing  pafHon  in 
your  breaft.  Give  me  leave  then  to  conflder 
yovi  as  a  woman  with  a  fliare  and  proportion  of 
pride,  but  fo  much  as  is  barely  ornamental. 
Here  vanity  will  naturally  take  place,  and  in^ 
cline  you  to  the  love  of  wealth,  honour,  &c. 
You  will  then  imagine  that  th^  comes  from  a 
blue,  green,  or  red  ribband,  which  is  from  nei- 
ther. But  every  thing  that  is  good  and  great, 
every  joy  and  blifs,  will  be  cpmpleat  in  him,, 
wlien  you  are  in  his  arms.  If  fettlements  are  to 
take  place,  what  I  can  offer  will,  I  hope,  be  not 
unequal  to  your  fortune,  though  inferior  to  your 
deferts*  I  wilh  Heaven  had  made  me  mafter  of 
cvety  thing  you  defire,  that  every  inclination  of 
yo^rs  might  be  fatisfied.  If  you  are  difpofed  to 
think  feriouily  on  this  point,  there  muD;  be  a 
provifion  for  the  younger  children,  which  Pro- 
vidence will  not  fail,  under  honeft  induftry,  to 
blefs  us  with.  This  is  the  firft  propofal  I  have 
ever  made,  and  I  may  be  unacquainted  with  the 
form  ;  in  which  if  I  have  erred,  I  hope  you  can 
have  goodnefs  enough  in  your  heart;  to  forgive 
your  lover.  But  I  mufl  here  take  the  additi- 
onal 
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onal  name  of  friend,  and  earneftly  exhort  you^ 
as  it  concerns  the  duty  of  your  religion,  your- 
felf,  and  all  that  is  dear  and  near  to  you,  never 
to  marry  a  man  that  you  cannot  unite  with  even 
in  foul.  Here  is  the  harmony,  the  blifs  of  z 
married  fiate ;  which  I  moft  fincerely  wiih  you 
happy  in,  though  it  ends  in  my  own  ruin.  But 
this  you  are  not  to  hope  for,  if  you  would  vio- 
late a  true  paffion  with  the  confideration  of 
riches,  titles,  or  fuch  glittering  toys.  The  de- 
crees of  Heaven  are  againft  you,  stnd  cry  aloud, 
Bjgvefige  /  What  remains  for  me  is,  to  aflure 
you,  that,  without  vanity,  I  love  myfelf  exceed- 
ing well,  and  can  heartily  love  you  if  you  will 
do  fo  too*  Begin  then  to  difpofe  yourfelf  that 
way;  confult  Heaven,  and  aik  whether  your 
gratitude  is  not  concerned.  Arguments  may 
be  more  prevailing  from  your  generous  temper, 
if  you  will  ufe  them,  than  any  I  can  offer ;  an4 
I  believe  you  generous  in  every  thing,  but  tp- 
wards  me.  No  news  fticks  to  me,  but  of  the 
fuiferings  of  mankind*  There  is  an  unhappy 
gentleman,  whom^  I  dare  not  defcribe  left  you 
ihould^difcover  him,  who  is  feemingly  very  rel!l- 
lefs  in  mind  and  temper,  feeks  amufcm^nt  and 
diverfion  every  evening  in  the  feveral  theatres  of 
the  Hay- market,  and  Drury-lane,  &c.  But  the 
moft  harmonious  elegance  of  the  firft*  feems  an 
ungrateful  difcord  j  and  even  the  wit  and  hu- 
mour, with  which  your  father  has  fo  happily 
furniflied  the  latter,  cannot  divert  his  thoughts 

S  in 
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Itt'thcabfenccof 'Kh  driiightW.^  Who  t^  be 
barhawkis  enough  to  hugh  at  fnisfortttflrcs  wten 
they  themfdVcs  'hjirc  dcc'afione^  -  tiitm,  Mjr 
paffion  is  too  finpAkf  toneed  k'name,  or  to  4>c 
imputeii  toaiiy  cflihef  than  the  ffighied  and  Un- 
happy •    POLYI>0"R*** 


I^Et.CCQtXXIL  'Mr. Mjeyricke  to.Mri.  ttp yd. 

Dear  CoufifA  Lloyd,    ?ontvartfe,  Nov.  115,  1730. 

SINCE  I  tiave  been  driven  out  of  Pafadife,  I 
have  long  wandered  up  and  down  forlorn 
and  dcfolate  :  at  length  have  reached  Pontvane, 
where  my  fpirits  are  animated  with  a  lai^c  glafs 
of  generous  wine  to  your  more  generous  Healthy 
and  I  am  juft  fupported  by  the  delightful  cor- 
<lial  of  a  heaKng  and  honefl:  frtendfhip.  Hav- 
ing gt'eat  coTlfidencel  in  John  Trelogan,  I  have 
taken  leave  to  fend  you  fix  dozen  of  wine,  car- 
riage paid  :  it  is  the  blufhings  of  Milford,  and, 
'I  hope,  very  good  ;  but  excufe  me  if  1  recom- 
mend it  to  be  kept  warm  in  ftraw,  for  it  mud 
not  be  chilled,  or  it  will  lofe  its  true  flavour  and 

*  ft  W  ^       I 

fpirir.     It  favours  fo  much  of  my  own  temper, 

that  I  would  have  it  encouraged  by  a  due  pfo- 

*  portion  ^of  warmth ;  and,  in  fimilitude,  I  am 

•  ■  ^ 

*  Mr.  Trevor'wa*  at  this  time  one  of  his  Majefly's  juftice* 
of  the  grand  feflions  for  the  counties  of  Carmartl^eoy  PembrokCt 
'  and  Cardigan  ^  and  was  appotnted  one  of  the  King's  counfeY, 
I^^y  i$*  ^73<>-  By  his  intereft  Mr.  Scurloek,  an  attorney,  was 
made  prothonotary  of  the  abovetnentioned  counties  ia  Januai  j 
1729  30* 


bold  to  fay,  it  Will  prove  very  good  tipwi  trialj 
111  the  great  iiujuietude  of  my  foul,.give  me  leave 
to  return  to  the  only  fubjed:  I  can  think  of*    Re- 
commend me  co^iherprightly  bdyWilliam,who,  I 
<annot  forget,  promifed  me  his  guardian  care  as 
a  Cupid  over  the  heart  which  he  only  can  W^frtl. 
ThoiJ  little  God,  difpofe  her  as  a  reward  to  thy 
trueft  fervant !  Were  the  degrees  of  my  aflfec* 
tion  lefs  engaged,  I  Ihould  be  lefs  troublefome 
but  do,  dear  Madam,  indulge  me  in  common 
with  my  friends  to' complain,  and  favour. me 
with  your  wilhes ;  Heaven  will  reward  you  for 
it.     Oh,  I  could  dwell  upon  this  fubjed  eter* 
nally,  but  the  different  {>alBons  of  loVe.and  de- 
fpair  torture  me  to  madn^fs  f  We  are  told  that 
afflidions  are  fometimes  fent  from  Heaven  to  di* 
redt  us  in  our  way  t^itl^er ;  I  wiih  I  could  bear 
them  more  calmly*    Sighs  and  languiihtpents 
are  my  allotment ;  but,  I  thank  Heaven,  I  have 
religion  enough  to  adore  the  hand  from  whence 
they  are  fent.     Methinks  I  am  interrupted  \)f 
your  fudden- appearance  in  the  room,  where  an 
eafy,    good-natured,    affable  fweetnefs,    (lands 
gracefully  recommended.     Allow  me.  Madam, 
moft  thankfully  to  own  the  civilities  of  your 
houfe,  which  1  moft  heartily  wilh  I  could  be  fo 
happy  as  to  return  at  London,  HoUaad-houfe, 
Or  any  other  air  Chat  Ihe  could  like.-    Sure,  I 
could  live  for  ever  any  where  with  her,  but  no 
where  without  her ;  but,  living  or  dying,  1  (hall 
fee  always,  iri  the  deepeft  fenfe  of  obiigationi 

S  z  dear 
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.  dear  Madam,  your  moil  truly  obliged,  affedi- 
onate  coufin,  and  moil  obedient  humble  fervant, 

EssiEx  M^^  Meyricke. 
Every  happinefs  attend  your  little  family. 
My  fervice'  waits  on  dear,  dear  Mrs.  Sevan.  If 
there  was  another  pen  to  be  had,  I.  would  endea- 
vour to  fend  you  a  fairer  impreflion  of  my  mind^ 
always  bad,  but  never,  never  worfe  than  this^ 
which  you  have  goddnefs  enough  to  excuie. 
You  may,  in  fpme  meafUre,  read  the  diforder  of 
my  mmd  in  the  hurry  of  my  hand. 


LETTER  CCCLXXIir.     To  E.  S* 

ARTLESS  believe  my  vows,  my  dear ; 
Believe  the  heart  you  *ve  won,  finccre ; 
)Vf  y  deareft  life,  more  generous  prove ; 
•  Be  kind,  and  crown  my  conftant  love : 
Let  Emma's  ftory  be  revived  in  thee» 
And  what  (he  was  to  Henry,  be  to  me ; 
Then  Henry's  conftancy  ihall  yield  to  mine. 
And  Emma's  £ime  fhall  be  eclips'd  by  thine. 

From  J P f . 

LETTER 

*  Elizabeth  Steele. 

t  "  James  Philips,  of  Pcnty-park,  efq.  in  the  county  of  Pem- 
«'  broke,  to  whom  Mm.  E.  Steele,  daughter  to  the  late  Sir  R. 
"  Steele,  for  whom  a  duel  was  lately  fought  at  the  Bath;"  is  fiud 
to  have  been  married  at  that  place.  May  26,  Z7|i,  <*  Genu 
<*  Mag."  vol.  I.  p.  ztt  i  and  in  the  "  Political  State"  for  that 
year.  la  the  latter  of  thele  works  (be  is  faid  to  have  had  **  « 
**  fortune  of  10,000 1."  That  this  intelligence  was  of  the  lame 
comple£lioA  with  that  mentioned  u^  p.  248,  of  her  aian|Ji^ 

Mr. 
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Sir, 

WE  returned  your  riddk  by  Mn  Sym- 
mons  lafi  night.    We  have  all  guefled 
at  it.     The  witty  Mrs*  Aynfton  *  fays  it  is  a 

Mr.  Harconrty  will  appear  by  the  following  article :  **  Tnerday- 
**  morningi  John  Trevor,  efq.  ybungcft  fon  of  the  late  Lord 
**  Trevor,  was  married  to  Mifs  Steele,  daughter  of  the  late  Sir 
**  Richard  Steele,  knt.  a  young  lady  of  fine  accompliihmentSy 
**  and  very  conHderabie  fortune."  The  Univerfal  SpefVator, 
June  3,  1732.— rThe  degree  of  confanguinity  between  Mr.  Tre- 
vor and  the  Marlborough  family  will  appear  by  the  following 
cxtra6t  from  the  fame  paper :  *<  On  Tuefday  the  Right  Hon,  L^ 
"  the  Earl  of  Sunderland  was  married  to  Mifs  Trevor,  the  only  y{^  ^  ..,  . '  ■ 
^  daughter  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Trevor,  an  agreeable 
*' young  lady  of  ao,oool.  fortune.  The  ceremony  was  per**' 
**  formed  at  the  Lord  Trevor's  feat  at  Eaft  Bamet.*'  Ibid.  May*^ 
ft7,  1732. — The  duel  was  between  Mr.  Philips  and  Mr.  Har« 
court  \  but  1  find  no  particulars  of  it  in  print.— <<  Two  fools,'' 
Lady  Trevor  has  been  often  heard  to  iky,  **  fought  a  battle  for 
<<  roe  at  Lanfdown;  for  which  reafon  I  would  marry  neither  of 
«thein."  By  the  way,  a  miftake  may  here  be  corre6k<d  in 
Collins's  Peerage,  where  Mr.  Trevor's  marriage  is  faid  to  have 
been  "  May  31,  1731 ;"  inftead  of  "  May  30,  173  s." 

*  Stealers  natural-daughter,  by  a  relation  of  Tonibn  the  book* 
feller.  She  was  a  great  favourite  with  her  father ;  and,  by  every 
repreicntfttion  we  have  heard,  very  deiervedly  fo.  Steele  had 
beftowed  on  her  a  moft  accompliihed  education,  and  had  once 
thought  of  giving  her  in  marriage  to  Richard  Savage,  the  illegi- 
timate, unfortunate,  imprudent,  and  vicious  (on  of  Lord  Rivers, 
with  a  fortune  of  a  thoufand  pounds.  But  the  ingratitude  and 
ill-coadu^  of  this  profligate  man,  alienated  the  affe€lion  of  his 
zealous  and  difinterefted  benefa£lor ;  and,  it  may  be,  fome  diflike 
on  the  part  of  the  Lady  herfelf  concurred  with  the  untoward 
circumftances  of  her  father,  to  fruflrate  effcflually  this  generous 
purpofe.    I  ihall  only  add  here,  that  her  name  was  Elizabeth, 

S3  the 


^ 


i««rtli«M 


fighling-fock ; .  ^  ,ii^geni9jis  Mr?.  Bieyans  calls  it 
a  cock'figbt  ;^the'tearned  DtlrS.  HarriS^ pronounces 
it  a  beei,  but  I,  who  have  more  fenfe  than  €w 
thcr  of  them,  ahi^cify  pofirive  thavit  is  the  gen* 
tkman-ujhir  of  the  bUck  tod.  They  exult  might- 
ily  in  their  great'&ill ;  but  I  dp*  mot  doubt  but 

th«it  you  are  of  the  fame  mind  with  your  Infal. 

••      .        .     ,  .     ,     •  J 

CCCLXXV. 

Addrefled   to   ^    YbUNG    Ladv  *    who   had  beci^ 
.    abfent  from  , Home.     By  Mrs.  AvKSTOANt. 

•  <  ... 

WELCOME,  dear  Nynjpb,.  thrice  welcoi»c  to 
your  homfe,        .  . 

Your  tendej'  brothers  joy  to  {tt  ypu  come ; 

...    They 

this  fame  as  that  of  her  ddeft  legitimate  itfter,  which  may  hav^ 
occaiioned  fome  ambi^ityiin  thie  repforts  of  their  yarious  hi fto* 
ri^.  In  the  foiloWiQg  pages  two  (light  fpectmens  of  Mrs.  Aya- 
flon' 8  poetry  will  be  giVeti,  with  a  more,  particular  account  of 
her,  cbmmunicated  by.jbergrandfoii, 

*  Thefe  lines  were  writtfju  to  Mift  Tonfon,  afterwju-ds  the 
Udy  of  Sir  William  Baker.. 

t  See  Letter  CCCLXXlV.-^SJr  |lichard,  foon  after  his  mar* 
riage  with  Mils  Scurlock,  defired,  if  ihc  was  not  engaged,  ihe 
vvould  accompany  him  on  a  vifit  he  intended  making  in  the  after* 
noDD.  The  carriage  was  ordered,  and,  without  acquainting  his 
wife  to  whom  the  vifit  was  deiigned,  they  drove  to  a  boarding- 
ichool  ia  the  environs  of  London,  where  they  alighted,  and  pre- 
fcDtly  a  young  la'iy  made  her  appearance,  to  whom  Steele  ibewcd 
the  greateil  fondnefs,  infomuch  that  his  wife  afl^ed  Kim«  "  if  the 
<*  thild  was  his  V*  On  his  asknowledging  tliat  (he  wasi'*'  then,** 
faid  the  Ladv»  ''  I  beg  (he  may  be  mine  too.'*'  She  was  accord- 
ing! v  taken  home,  and  treated  as  their  own  \  but,  by  the  order 

of 
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Tliey  joy.Jto  fee  yp^r  charms^  by  health  rencwM ;      \ 
Which  ijpcigVtly  ch«rms,  no  doi|bt^  h%ve  hejiflrtsr  fub-' 
•    .    .   .  dued :.....  •  ;  ,  r  », 

But,  if  you  Ve  brought  thera  back  your  owa  c^ar  hear^ 
Unhurt,  and  unfubdued  by  Cupid's  dart, 
Let  them  figh  on,  ner  «fMe  fegftrd  their  moan, 
Till  one  produces  m^rit  like  your  own. 
But  that  indeed's  a  ftntcnce  tcb  feVere ; 
l\or.>»here  can  matchkfs  merit  find  'a  peer  ? 
Let  him  at.leift  complain,,  tlli  yov  Qaitfin4  . 
Good-fenfe,  good-nature,  and  goed-manncrs  joinM. 

•       •  ♦  »  I 

r  •        ■<  •  • 

of  the  midrefs  of  the  family,  Am  wm  oaUed  Mifs  OusLEY*     tk 

procefs  of  time  Ihe.beq^ipe  the.  companion  of  their  cldcft  daughter, 
Mifs  E.  Steele,  v^ho,  piqued  at  the  attention  p^id  by  her  father 
and  mother  to  Mifs  Oufley,  •tdufd  not  help  (hewing  it  now  Und 
then  in  her  'behaviour  tq  her  companioB  \  which  was  tb^  reafoft 
(he  afterward  gave  for  marrying  a  J^tr.  Aynfton,  a  worthy,  re- 
Ipe&able  man,  who  lived  oo  a  little  pttrimdny  at  AmHy  near 
Hereford,  and  was  conpvmed  in  ft  glonrC'^maiiufftAary  th^re^ 
Though  this  marriage  wM  with  the  approbation  of  Sir  "jlichard,. 
Mr.  Ayndon  was  \not  by  any  means  a  man  whofe  education 
and  fuuation  in  life  was  likety  to  1»e  the  cho&<  6f  a  youtig  .>tt)inafi 
bred  up  as  Mifs  Oufley  had  been  3  y4;t,  \f\  point  <jf  fjrsun^/hiniEes, 
much  more  fo  thun  if  fhe  had  become  tht  wife  of  Savage.  Whe- 
ther the  rcafon  afligncd  for  marrying  Mr.  Aynfton  were  real  or 
imaginary,  may  be  doubted,  for  Mifs. Steele  never  fpoke  of  it 
without  feeming  to  ridicule  it,  -«or  ^menuoned  her  hufban4 
without  evident  mark  of  dtflike.  /  To  her  (i'fter  (he  con- 
tinued every  poflible  token  of  frietldihlp' aiid  tenderneO  after 
Sir  Richard's  death;  ^d  Mrs/Aypflbn  coafWidlly^  ^At 'ft  few 
months  with  her  every  year.  Difrtng  or^e  df  iMe  vifit$  to  htr  in 
London  ihe  unfortunately  died  almoft  fuddenly.  But  her  friend's 
regard^ ended  not  hcrej  Mrs.  Aynllon  left. an  only  daughter, 
whom'  Lady  Trevor  had  taken  under  her  protection  fome  time  be- 
fore the  mother's  death,  and  who  continued  the-infeprabte  com- 
panion and  intimate  friend*  of  her  benefa£lrefs  to  the  lall  moment 
of  her  Lady  (hip's  life. 

S  4  When 


0 
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When  fuch  a  youth  you  meet,  propitious  be : 
May  fuch,  and  only  fuch,  be  bleft  with  thee ! 
Adieu,  dear  Nymph !  May  Heaven  thy  choice  direfti 
Believe  my  wiihes  flow  from  true  refpeA. 


CCCLXXV;, 

On  receiving  ai|  Invitation  from  ^  Youkg  Ladt, 
to>  vifit  her  in  the  Cbuntry.    By  the  Same* 

ENJOY,  dear  Nymph,  thy  fwcct  retreat, 
Nor  think  of  one  forlorn, 
Whofe  pleafure  yet  was  ne*er  complcat; 
She 's  not  for  pleafvire  bofi).      /   ^  - 

But,  iince  you  condefcend  to  fay 

'Twill  add  to  your  4clight, 
I'll  wifh  the  tedious  hours  away. 

And  king  for  Wedhefday  night ;    ' 

When  to  that  fweet  r<i|treat  I'll  fly 

Gladly  to  meet  my  dear, 
Her  friendfhip  undifturb?d  enjoy. 

And  tell  her  all  my  care. 

Fox  (be  is  home,  and  Kitty  *  toOf 
'  TiUAmclytlfindi    ' 
Therefore,  my  deareft  girl,  adieu^ 
And  bear  me  ftiU  in  mind. 

*  Mrs.  Aynften's  daughter,  afterwicds  Ifijct.  Thomat.    See 
p.  163. 
t  Near  Hereford,  Mrs.  AynAoA's  place  of  refidence* 
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CCCLXXVII. 
To  the  CLVE  E  N's  Moft  Excellent  Majeft)-*, 

The  Humble  Petition  of  Chaslbs  Gildok, 

Sheweth,  C^7^70 

THAT  your  Petitioner  has,  by  an  unhappy 
miftake^  and  not  by  any  malicioys  defign 

againft 

*  This  petition 9  in  behafFof  a  brother  Author  under  profecution 
for  a  libel,  is  in  Steele's  hand-writing.  The  pamphle(  alluded 
tt>  t^as  n^cr  fallen  within  our  notice ;  but  the  date  may  be 
pretty  nearly  afcertained  by  a  reference  to  the  Journals  of  the 
Hoafe  of  Commons,  for  March  1705-6,  vol.  XV.  p.  189 ;  and 
the  circumiUttces  of  the  *'  high  offence"  are  thus  iiluftrated  by 
]^acpheribtt :  *'  Though  the  remaining  part  of  the  feflion  was 
*f  diftinguilhed  with  no  bufinefs  of  importance,  the  animoiities  be* 
**  tween  the  two  parties  filled  every  debate  with  altercation  and 
**  noife.  The  people  without  doors  were  not  difinterefted  fpe^ka- 
*f  tors  of  the  tranfadions  within.  They  were  roufed  with  libels 
f*  and  pamphlets^  which  zealots,  on  both  (ides,  poured  daily  from 
**  the  prefs ;  and  they  fuffered  themfelves,  as  ufual,  to  be  deceived 
f  by  the  deiigning,  or  inflamed  by  the  violent  and  weak.  Among 
*^  the  publications  concerning  the  propofed  invitation  of  the  pre- 
**  fumpdve  heir  of  the  crown  to  England,  one  commanded  the  at« 
**  tendon  and  incurred  the  cenfure  of  parliament.  Sir  Rowland 
*''  Gwynn,  a  bufy,  felfiih,  forward,  and  intriguing  man ;  violent 
^  in  his  principles,  fufpicious  through  weakoefs,  deceiving  others, 
f<  and,  perhaps^  deceived  himfelf,  by  Seeing  obje61:s  through  the 
**  muddy  medium  of  a  clouded  underftanding,  had  repaired  to  the 
**  court  of  Hanover  to  gain  the  favour  of  the  ele£^oral  family,  by 
'*  alarming  their  fears  concerning  the  fuccefBon  of  the  Hririfli 
''crowns.'  Upon  the  febje^t  of  the  invitation  to  the  Princefs  So- 
''  phia,  Gwynn  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Stamford,  which 
'*  found  its  way  to  the  prefs.  This  ill-worded,  unmeaning,  and 
**  confufed  performance,  though  it  feemed  to  approve  of  the  prin> 
*'  ciples  of  tht  Whigs,  fererely  cenfured  that  party  for  refufiog 
*   •    •  *«  their 


I 

I 
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again  ft  the  happinefs  and  quiet  of  your  Majefty*s 

government,   been  concerned  jin  publifhing  a 

p«uplrlet,<:alled,  "SirR.  Gwynn-'s  f-tcttcr/'  -^c. 

That  your  Petitioner -f*  has  had  a  liberal  edu- 

*  '  cation 

*<  tVicir  confcot  to  the  propofcd  invitation  of  the  Princcfs  Spphia 
"  into  England.  The  Commons,  on  the  eighth  of  March,  voted 
*<  Gwynn's  Letter  t  fcaffdalous,  fatfei  and  wilicious  %i^\  The 
**  Lords  concurred  wiih.thero  in  tn  addrcfs,  upon  this  occafion,  to 
**  thfe  Q^een  j  M/ho  replied,  <  that,  being  fully  fenfible  of  the  pCT- 
"•*  nicious  tendency  of  the  paper  which  they  had  cenfured,  flic 
<*  would  comply  with  their  requeft,  gnd  give  orders  to  pro£ecute 
*<  the  printer  and  author.*'  Hid.  of  Great-^Britain,  fub  ann.  l705» 

*  Sir  Rowland  Gwynn  had  been  one  of  the  repref^ntatives  for 
Beeralilon  in  two  parliaments  during  the  reign  of  King  Wil- 
liam III. 

f  Charles  Gildon  was  born  and  educated  at  Gillingham,  near 
l^haftefbury,  Dorfetfliire,  Richard,  his  father,  who  was  of  the 
Society  of  Gray*s  Inn,  and  a  zealous  Roman  Catholic,  dyin|^ 
when  his  fon  was  but  nine  years  old,  Charles  was  fent  by  hi* 
relations  to  the  Englifli  college  at  Douay,  in  order  to  be  made  % 
prieft;  but,  quitting  the  fuperftitions  of  the  church  of  Rom« 
(from  convi6lion,  as  he  himfelf  faid,  on  reading  a  DifcourCe  by 
t)r.  Tillotfon  on  Tranfubdantiation),  ran  into  the  extremes  of 
Infidelity  and  Dcifm.  He  wa%  author  of  fev^ral  dramatic  pieces^ 
mod  of  which  were  unfuccefsful ;  and  of  fome  poetical  and  other* 
performances.  He  lias  been  ranked  among  the  DeiHical  Writers, 
from  having  ulhered  into  the  world  ''  The  Oracles  of  Reafon," 
written  by  Charles  Blount,  efq.  and  pubiilhed  by  Mr.  Gildon 
^n  1693,  after  that  author's  unhappy  end,  with  a  pompous  elo« 
gium,  and  a  preface  in  defence  of  felf- murder.  He  was  after- 
ward, as  Dr,  Leland  candidly  obferves  (View  of  Deillicai 
Writers,  vol.  I.  p.  43),  *'  convinced  of  his  error;  of  which  be 
««  gave  a  remarkable  proof  in  a^ood  book,  which  he  publiflied 
f*  in  1705,  intituled,  '  The  Peid's  Manual  $'  the  greateft  pait 
<^  of  which  is  taken  up  in  vindicating  the  doflrines  of  the  .exiil« 
f  *  ence  and  attributes  of  God,  his  providence  and  government  of 
''  the  world,  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  and  a  future  date." — Wt 
«»re  told,  in  the  notes  on  the  Dunciad,  that  '<  he  fignalized  him- 

"  felf 
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catipQ  and  fortune,  and  experts  this  term  a  fen* 
tence  worfe  than  death  *  for  the  fame  : 

That  he  is  Under  the  greateft  forrow  and  con** 
trition  for  this  his  high  offence  againft  fo  good 
and  gracious  a  Queen ;  and  ihaU  hereafter  ab« 
hor  arid  avoid  all  licence  in  fpeech  and  writing 
unbefitting  a  quiet,  humble,  aivi  peaceable  fub* 

j«a. 

Your  Petitionor,  therefore,  moll  humbly 
prays,  &c.  -fr 

LETTER     CCCLXXVIII. 
Mrs.  Mary  Scurlock  to  her  Mother. 

Dear  Madam,  [undated  J]. 

BY  a  letter  I  had  from  Coufin  Betty  Scur- 
lock, I  find  you  are  refolved  to  winter  iQ 

Wales, 

f'  felf  as  a  critic,  having  written  fome  very  bad  plays ;  abufcd 
**  Mr.  Pope  very  fcandalouily  in  an  anonymous  pamphlet  of  the 
**  Life  of  Mr.  Wycherley,  printed  by  Curll  j  in  another,  called 
«*  The  New  Rehearfal  ;*  in  a  third,  intituled,  *  The  Complete 
**  Art  of  Englilh  Poetry/  in  two  volumes;  and  others."  H© 
died  January  12,  i7*3"4- 

'^  He  had  been  tried  at  Guildhall,  Feb.  14,  1706-7,  and 
found  guilty  s  and  received  fentence.  May  17,  to  pay  lool.  fine. 

f  This  petitio&i  and  the  feven  following  anicles,  were  commu* 
cicated  too  late  ;o  come  into  their  proper  order  uf  time. 

J  From  circumftances  it  moft  have  been  written  on  or  about 
Aug.  16, 1 707.  It  is  addrefled,  **  This — For  Mrs.  Scurlock,  at  her 
*•  Lodgings  inCarmarthen.South Wales." — It  cannot  have  ercape4 
the  notice  of  an  attentive  reader,  that  Mrs.  Mary  Scurlock  foon 
made  up  her  own  mind  on  the  fubjef):  of  marrying  Steele ;  and 
It  does  not  appear  that,  her  determination  was  lefs  peremptory 
for  having  been  expeditious.    To  facilitate  her  fixed  purpofe, 

and 
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Wales^  which  is  the  caufe  of  this  fpeed  in  my 
writing,  having  kept  a  fecret  from  you,  through 
fear  that  a  letter  might  (by  the  ufual  impertinent 
curiofity  of  people)  make  a  difcovery  of  what  i$ 
proper  for  your  own  car  only,  and  not  to  divert 
any  in  that  tattling  place  where  that  wretched 
impudence  H.  O.  reforts,  who  (left  we  jhould 
think  God  had  not  wholly  forfaken  him),  had 
the  boldnefs  to  fend  me  a  letter,  which  I  had 
the  very  laft  poft«  I  tore  it  without  once  read* 
ing  it,  he  being  beneath  my  fcornful  laugh. 

But  the  matter  in  hapd  is  this.  Your  frequent 
declarations  of  ypur  earnei]:  willies  that  I  might 
happily  pleafe  you  in  obliging  myfelf  by  my 
choice  of  a  companion  for  life,  has  emboldened 
me^  now  fate  has  put  it  in  my  power,  to  give  fq 
far  encouragetnent  as  to  promife  fpeedy  mar* 
riage  upon  condition  of  your  confent,  which  I 
do  not  queftion  having,  when  I  tell  you  I  not 
only  make  ufe  of  the  moft  weighing  confidera- 
tion  I  am  miftrefs  of,  but  alio  hope  my  inclina- 
tion  is  the  diredion  of  Providence,  wbofe  guid- 
ance, in  every  particular  of  this  nice  affair  morp 
particularly,  I  ceafe  not  to  implore  continually. 
1  cannot  recommend  the  perfon  to  you  as  hav- 
ing a  great  eftate,  title,  &c.  which  are  generally 

and  fruftrate  all  oppofition,  Ihe  feems  to  have  fubftitutcd  this 
letter  inftead  of  the  letters  written  by  Steele,  containing  the 
fiatement  of  his  circumllances,  Sec,  publiflied  pp.  17  and  24; 
and,  having  a6iually  married  in  the  mean  while,  die  waited  pa- 
tiently for  her  mother's  confent. 

a  parent's 
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a  parent's  chief  care ;  but  he  has  a  competency 
in  worldly  goods  to  make  eafy^  with  a  mind  to 
richly  adorned  as  to  ejtceed^  an  equivalent  to  the 
greateft  eftate  in  the  worlds  in  my  opinion :  in 
ihort^  his  peribn  is  what  I  like ;  his  temper  is 
what  I  am  fure  will  make  you^  as  well  as  myfelf^ 
pcrfedly  happy;  if  the  refped  of  a  lover,  with 
the  tender  fondnefs  of  a  dutiful  fon,  can  make 
you  fo  i  and,  for  his  underflanding  and  morals, 
I  refer  you  to  his  *^  Chriftian  Hero  */*  which  £ 
remember  you  feemed  to  approve.  By  this  I 
believe  you  know  his  name ;  but,  left  memory 
may  not  befriend  me,  it  is  the  furvivor  of  the 
perfon  -f*  to  whofe  funeral  1  went  in  my  illnefs. 
Enquiries  about  him,  any  farther  than  I  have 
made,  are  altogether  nieediefs,  for  I  am  fully  fa- 
tisfied,  and  do  not  queftion  but  you  will  be  fo 
when  bufincfs  will  permit  you  to  be  an  eye-wit- 
nefs  and  partaker  of  my  happinefs.  In  the  mean 
time,  what  I  defire  is,  your  confent  and  bleffing 
to  my  putting  it  out  of  my  power  to  delay,  and 
fo  perhaps  to  lofe,  myAtA  and  only  inclination; 
for  I  ihall  never  meet  with  a  profped  of  happi- 
nefs if  this  ihouid  vaniih.  You  doubtlefs  won* 
der  at  the  affurance  of  my  ftyle,  for  really  I  do 
myfelf  •,  but  then,  if  you  confider  the  neceffity 
of  it,  it  will  palliate  the  boldnefs.  For,  firft,  the 

*   See  p.  ±79. 

t  We  no  where  find  the  name  of  Steele's  firft  wife,  nor  the 
time  of  her  marriage, 

2  diftance 
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diftance  between  us  is  fo  great^  that  the  fpeedi^ 
anfwer  to  a  letter  terminates  an  age  of  days ; 
then  the  conftant  vifits,  in  the  form  fit  for  a,  lo- 
ver, make  a.  mighty  noife  in  an  idle,  prying 
neighbourhood  ;  fo  will  .c>ufe  the  uncafinefs  of 
an  endlefs  nine  days  wonder,  as  they  call  it.  But 
the  main  matter  of  all,  fince  Fate  I  believe  has 
ordained  him  mine,  is  the  negle<SJ:of  hisbufinefs, 
which  his  coming  in  the  m^anner  he  does  muft 
cavrfe.  Thefe  confiderations,  with  feveral  more 
when  known,  though  now  too  tedious  to  write^ 
will,  I  hope,  leffen  the  cenfure  this  comprehen- 
five  letter  may  at  firft  fight  caufe. 

There  is  nothing  I  fhould  more  defire  than 
your  prefence  at  the  giving  my  hand,  with  that 
part  of  my  heart  you  can  fpare  ;  but  the  misfor- 
tune of  your  lamenefs,  if  you  were  here,  would 
deny  me  that  happinefs,  unlefs  public^ doings 
were  intended,  which  is  what  I  abhor ;  info- 
much,  if  you  confent  to  my  changing  the  name  of 
lover  for  hulband,  it  fliall  not  be  in  the  power  of 
the  town  to  more  than  guefs  there  may  be  fuch 
a  thing,  until  your  affairs  will  permit  you  to 
come  and  be  a  wltnefs  to  our  manner  of  living 
and  appearing  in  the  world,  which  God  Al- 
mighty dircft  us  in  the  way  afy  nnd  alfo  *  «  # 
•     •      .      •      this  letter  to  your  dutiful  Molly  ; 


for  long  confideration 
ui\derftoofl!T* 


there  being  no  room 


•  The  originai  is  hefe  accidentally  torn. 

A   PRAYER, 


r 
I 
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CCCLXXIX. 

A    PRAYER*,    written    by    STEELE, 
foon  after  his  Marriage  to  his  Second  Wife. 

r 

OH»  Almighty  Lord  God,  who  haft  been 
pleafed,  out  of  thy  righteous  mercy  and 
careful. providence,  to  place  us  two  in  the  ftate 
of  marriage,  according  to  thy  own  inftitution 
and  guidance  <^  the  firft  mortals;  grant,  we 
befeech  Thee,  that  we  may  live  in  that  ftate  with 
'mutual  love,  and  endeavour  to  accommodate 
ourfelves  to  each  other's  juft  defires  and  fatisfac- 
tibns ;  that  we  may  be  a  mutual  help  in  all  the 
viciffitudes  of  life  through  which  Thou  haft  de- 
figned  us  to  pafs,  in  fuch  manner  as  we  may 
contribute  to  each  other's  virtue  in  this  world, 
and  falvation  in  that  which  is  to  come.  Pro- 
tedt  us,  oh  Lord  moft  mighty;  blefs  us,  oh 
merciful  Father ;  and  redeem  us,  oh  holy  Sa- 
viour. Guard  our  paths  from  error,  and  keefp 
our  eyes  from  introducing  wandering  defires; 
but  grant  fuch  peace  and  tranquillity  of  mind, 
and  fuch  a  fteady  courfe  of  virtue  and  piety, 
that  we  may  be  >at  thy  altar  never-failing  com- 
municants; and,  by  a  worthy  receipt  of  the 
elements  reprefenting  thy  meritorious  paffion, 
we  may  through  that  be  partakers  of  eternal 

^  This  inilance  of  our  Author's  piety  is  offered  to  the  reader 
without  one  word  by  way  of  comment. 

.  life; 
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life ;  which  permit  us  to  befcech  of  Thee  In  the 
words  which  thou  hai):  taught  us  : 

•*  Our  Father^  which  art  in  Heaven :  hal- 
•*  lowed  be  thy  name.  Thy  kingdom  come. 
♦*  Thy  will  be  done  in'  earth,  as  it  is  in  Heaven, 
**  Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread*  And  for- 
••  give  us  our  trefpaffes,  as  wp  forgive  them  that 
'^  trefpafs  againft  us.  An 4  lead  us  not  into 
**  temptation ;  but  deliver  us  from  evil :  for 
<^  thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power^  and  the 
**  glory,  for  ever  and  ever.    AAien." 


CCCLXXX.    Mrs.  Steele  to  her  Hulband. 

AH !  Dick  Steele,  that  I  were  fure 
Yovir  love,  like  mine,  would  ftill  endure ; 
That  time,  nor  abfence,  which  deftroys 
The  cares  of  lovers,  and  their  joys, 
May  never  rob  me  of  that  part 
Which  you  have  given  of  your  heart ; 
Others  unenvy'd  may  poffefs 
Whatever  they  think  happinefs. 
Grant  this,  O  God,  my  great  requeft ; 
In  his  dear  arms  may  I  for  ever  reft  ! 


LETTER 


AND    FROM   Mr.    STEELE.      273 
LETTER  CCCLXXXL     (X  Fragment  *.) 

•  •••.,.  •  Kirs.  Prichard  juft  now 
tells  me,  we  have  crowned  Charles  King  of  Spain 
at  Madrid,  and  all  Spain  fubmits  to  him.  She 
gives  her  fervice  to  you.  Give  mine  to  alt 
friends.  I  fliall  be  glad  to  hear  what  part  Mrs. 
Oakley  has '  in  what  my  aunt  Oakley  has  left 
her  brother  who  is  dead. 

Moll  Pugh  gives  you  her  fervice.  She  knows 
not  how  Ihe  has  difobliged,  that  you  do  fo  A^- 
dam  her.  She  is  very  bufy  with  the  ftill,  and 
many  other  matters. 

.  For  the  teeth,  take  half-a-pint  of  claret,  a 
pennyworth  of  myrrh,  and  maftick  in  powder, 
one  top  of  rofemary^  half  a  nutmeg  cut.  Boil 
them  all  together  %  then  put  in  a  fmall  bit  of 
alum# 


LETTER      CCCLXXXlIf. 
Mr,  Steele  to  Lord  ■— 

My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  for  fome  time,  according  to  the 
duty  of  my  ftation  J,  taken  very  particular 

notice 

*  This  fmall  fragment,  in  the  hand-writing  of  Mrs.  Steele,  is 
undated ;  but  was  probably  written  in  06iober  1710. 

f  This  letter  is  without  date ;  nor  does  it  appear  certainly  to 
what  Lord  it  was  addreffed,  though  mod  probably  it  was  written 
to  Lord  Halifax* 

\  The  ftation  Steele  ipeaks  of  was  what  he  elfewhere  calls 

T  "  that 
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notice  of  what  reception  the  Qazettes  and 
other  papers  have  among  the  readers  of  thofe 
weekly  hiftories,  in  order  to  raife  the  value 
of  the  paper  written  by  authority,  arid  leflen 
the  efteem  of  the  reft  among  the  generality  of 
the  people ;  which  I  am  almoft  confident  to  ef- 
fcft,  if  I  may  prefume  upon  the  following  af- 
fiftances  *:.....•.• 


LETTER      CCCLXX:jCIII. 
lylr.  Steele  to  Mrs.  Manlj^y  f. 

Madam,  [Sept.  6,  r709,) 

IH  AV  E  received  a  letter  from  you,  where- 
in you  tax  me,  as  if  I  were  Bickerftaff, 

with 

that  of  *'  the  loweft  Minifter  of  State,  the  office  of  Gazetteer; 
**  where  he  worked  faithfully  according  to  order,  without  evejc 
**  erring  againll  the  rule  obferved  by  all  Miniftries,  to  keep  that 
**  paper  very  innocent  and  very  iniipid.  It  is  believed/'  he 
adds,  "  it  vvas  ^9  (he  reproaches  he  heard  every  6azet(e-day 
*'  againll  the  writer  of  it»  that  he  owed  the  fortitude  of  being 
**  remarkably  negligent  ot  what  people  (ayi  which  he  does  not 
«  defenre."  '  Apology,  p.  257. 

*  Here  the  letter  breaks  off  abruptly, 

t  This  letter,  which  is  printed  here  from  Steele's  auto- 
graph, has  no  date ;  but  in  the  imperfect  copy  of  it  publiihed 
by  Mrs.  Manley,  in  her  "  Memoirs  of  Europe  towards  the 
•*  Oofe  of  the  Eighth  Century,"  dedicated  to  Isaac  Bicker- 
staff,  efq.  it  is  dated  Sept.  6,  1709.  Mrs.  Manley  affirms 
that  (he  tranfcribed  the  letter  Virhatim ;  but  it  appears,  from 
comparing  her  tranfcript  with  the  original,  that  fhe  thought  pro- 
per to  omit  the  two  paragraphs  relative  to  what  had  happened 
between  Steele  and  her,  and  his  refufal  of  a  certain  fum  of 

roone^ 


r 


AKD    V&OM    Ms..    STEELE,     ijs 

ti^idi  falling  upon  you  as  authof  of  "  Atalantis/* 
fmd  the  perfon  who  honoufed  me  with  a  cha« 
radter  in  that  Celebrated  piece.  What  has  hap- 
jjened  formerly  between  us  can  be  of  no  uft  to 
cither  to  repeat.  I  folemly  affure  you,  you 
wrong  me  in  this,  as  much  as  you  know  you  do 
.  in  all  elfe  you  have  been  pleafed  to  fay  of  me. 
i  had  not  money  when  you  did  me  the  favour 
to  afk  a  loan  of  a  trifling  fum  of  me.  I  had  the 
greateft  fei>fe  imaginable  of  the  kind  notice  you 
gave  me  when  I  was  going  on  to  niy  ruin  * ;  and 
am  ib  far  from  retaining  an  inclination  to  re- 
venge the  inhumanity  with  which  you  have 
treated  me,  that  I  give  myfelf  a  fatisfadlion  in 
that  you  have  canceled  wijth  injuries  a  friend- 
ihip  f ,  which  I  fliould  never  have  been  able  to 

money  which  fhe  had  afl^ed  in  )oan ;  and  alfq  to  change  the  em* 
'phatical  word  **  kindncfles"  to  **  fcrviccs,"  A  note  on  the 
JV#w  Tatler,  N**  65,  to  which  the  curious  reader  is  referred, 
throws  nouch  light  on  this  letter.  Sec"  Nitu  Tatler,  vol.  11. 
'  K<^  63,  p-  321.  It  is  at  prefent  fufHcient  to  mention,  that  her 
ftiend  Dn  Swift  was  the  real  author  of  the^  i*wo  mojf  mighty 
Tatler s  to  which  Mrs.  M^nley  refers  in  her  furious  dedi- 
cation of,  the  book  abovenientioned.  Steele  difavowed  them 
with  great  truth,  and  with  admirable  magnanimity  concealed 
the.  real  nvriter  to  the  lad,  though  beyond  meafure  provoked  to 
the  difcovery  of  thefe  and  fomc  other  obnoxious  papers,  pro^ 
dti£^ions  of  the  fame  pen. 

^  A  good  turn  is  given  to  this  circumfiance  by  Mrs.  Manley, 
in  vol.  II.  p.  458. 

t  It  is  but  juftice  to  add,  that  STEELE  was  afterwards  re- 
conciled to  Mrs.  Manley,  who  made  him  a  handfomc  apo* 
Iqgy  in  17179  in  a  letter  which  may  be  feen  in  the  fecond  vo* 
lume,  P»  455- 

T  z  return. 
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return.  This  will  convince  you  how  little  I  tm 
^n  ingrate ;  for  1  believe  you  will  allow,  no  one 
that  is  fo  mean  as  to  be  forgetful  of  kindnefles^ 
ever  fails  in  returning  injuries.  As  for  the 
verfes  you  quote  of  mine  *,  they  are  flill  my  opi  * 
nion ;  and  your  fex,  as  well  as  your  quality  of* 
a  gentlewoman  (a  juftice  ypu  would  not  do  my 
birth  and  education),  Ihall  always  preferve  you 
agatnft  the  pen  of  your  provoked  moft  humble 
fervant,  RicHi  Steele. 


J 

■M 


LETTER       CGCLXXXIV^ 

TO  Mrs,  Mary  Steele, 
The  tender  mother. 
The  fond  wife. 
The  prudent  miftrefs. 
The  frugal  houfekeeper, 
The  chearful  companion^ 
The  happy  Have  to 
Her  powerful  hufband, 

Richard  Steele* 

*  The  verfes  of  StEBLE  here  alluded  to,  according  to  Mrs* 
Manle^r's  account  of  them,  are  as  follows  : 

**  Againil  a  woman's  wit  'tis  full  as  low, 
*<  Your  tnalice  as  your  bravecy  to  fliew.** 

f  This  infcriptive  epiftle  fcems  to  hiave  been  Steele's  firft 
thought  for  a  dedication  to  his  "  Lady's  library."  He  after- 
wards elegantly  enlarged  it,  in  an  admirable  letter,  which  is 
printed  in  the  fecond  volume,  p;  4^9.  In  the  **  Theatre,"  N* 
XII.  Steele  laments  the  lofs  of  her  as  the  beft  woman  that  ever 
ipan  had,  and  fays,  that  ihe  frequently  lamented  and  pined  «t 
his  negle6l  of  himfelf. 

A  D  D  I- 
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ADDITIONAL    NOTES. 


P.  24.  Letter  XXV.  is  mif-direfled ;  and  fhould  be  addrelTed 
■*To  Mr&.  Steele.'*  Sec,  on  this  head,  a  corre£):ion  in  p.  3'3.— 
Letter  XXVI.  is  direfted  f«  To  Mrt.  Scurlock,  at  her  Lodgings, 
**  Carmarthen,  South  Wales.*^  Mrs.  S'curlocI%  the  younger,  af- 
terwards Lad}'  Steele,  appears  to  have  been  coy,  rather  a  prude, 
and  unwitling  to  let  it  be  known  that  Steele  did  not  Aie  her  lady- 
ihip  long  time  in  vain.  She  certainly  was  defirous  to  prolong  the 
time  of  the  cburtihip,  which  was  wondrous  ihort,  not  exceeding, 
§0  far  as  I  can  find,  the  fpace  of  onejkort  months  Let  it  however 
be  remembered,  that  this  difdainful,  capricious  beauty  was  be- 
fieged  by  a  mailer  of  the  art  of  love,  and  at  the  time,  as  ihe  tedi- 
fies,  ai  agreeable  and  plea/ant  a  man  as  any  in  England.  Se« 
p.  269.  V 

P*  3^9  31*  A^l  tbe  letters  in  the/e  two  pages  (hould  have  been 
direaed  «  To  Mrs.  Steele  j"  and  Letter  XXXVIIJ.  is,  "To 
f'  Mrs.  Steele,  at  Mrs.  Scurlockfs,  lad  houfe,  right  hand,  in 
«*  Swailbw  Street." 

P.  35.  Letter  XXXIV.  is  dircfted  <*To  Mrs.  Steele,  at  her 
**  houfe,  third  ddor  froip  German  Street,  left  hand,  jn  Berry 
"  Street."  "     — " 

P.  44.  Letter  LXI.  is  addrcffed  **  To  Mrs.  Steele,  at  her 
^'  houfe  ift  The  fPjck,  near  Hampton  Court."  Steele  was  ftill  at 
this  houfe  "April  7,  171 1 5"  when  he  addrefled  Lord  Halifax 
*•  from  the  Hovel  at  Hampton  Wick."  This  adds  fome  degree 
of  credibility  to  the  relation  given  by  Viftor;  and  makes  it  pro- 
bable,'that  when  Steele  fays,  in  one  of  thefe  letters  (p.  46), 
that  jt?e  had  paid  Addilon  his  loool.  he  might  mean  that  he  had 
given  him  a  bond  and  judgment  on  that  houfe  and  its  furniture, 
as  his  fccurity  for  the  payment  of  it;  it  may  be  in  a  twelvemonth ; 
and  poflibly  Addifon  might  wait  for  three  or  four  years  btforc  he 
cntertd  up  his. execution. 

P.  49.  Letter  LXIX.  is  dire£l:ed  "  To  Mrs.  Steele,  at  her 
**  houfe  in  Hampton  Wick,  with  ten  pounds,  carriage  paid  is." 

P.  57.    Letter  LXXXIV.   is  direded  "To  Mrs.  Steiele,   at 
^^  Mrs.  Hardrefie's  houfe,  in  Kenfington  Square." 

T  3  P.  83, 


^ 


m^w* 


»7«         ADDITIONAL    NOTES. 

P.  83,  laft  riote,  for  «  firft  child"  read  «  fccond  child.»* 

P.  90.  Prince  Eugene^  who  was  at  Court  in  January  iTtt^ii, 
hoiiottred  Steele  about  that  titne  by  ilanding  godfather  to  his  fe* 
cond  Cbn^  Eugene.     See  p.  22 »« 

P.  99.  Letter  CL^^CXVII.  feeitis  to  alfude  to  his  reiignatiot 
of  the  place  of  a  Codimiflioner  of  the  Stamp-oflice,  fee  vol.  ll. 
p.  37t.  tt  was  juft  after  this  period  that  Addifon  faiil  of  him» 
in  a  letter  to  Mr;  Hughes  (06^.  12,  1713),  *'I  am  in  a  thoufand 
«  troubles  for  poor  Dick,  and  wiih  that  his  zeal  for  the  publick 
^  may  not  be  ruinpus  to  himfelf ;  but  he  has  ieot  me  word*  that- 
*^  he  is  determined  to  go  on ;  and  that  any  aclvice  I  can  give  hini 
"  in  this  particular  will  have  ho  weight  with  him."  Mr.  Addi- 
fbny  as  the  event  (hewed,  was  too  true  a  prophet. 

P.  104,  note,  1.  7,  read,  *•  Mr.  Auditor  Foley,  Mr.  Auditor 
*'  Harley,"  &c. — Mr.  Pope,  in  a  letter  to  Gongreve,  March 'i9f 
I7i3-*i4,  fays,  *' Yefterday  Mr.  Steele's  affair  was  decided.  I 
"  am  forry  I  can  be  of  no  other  opinion  than  you,  as  to  hi^ 
**  whole  tarriage  and  writings  of  lat^.  But  certainly  he  has  ftot 
**  only  been  punifhed  by  others,  but  fuifered  much  even  frofH  his 
*«  own  party ^  in  the  point  of  character,  nor  (1  beHeve)  received 
•*  any  amends  in  that  of  iotereft^  as  yet;  whatever  maybe  hii 
**  profpefls  in  future.  This  gentleman,  among  a  thoufand  others/ 
**  is  a  great  inflance  of  the  fate  of  all  who  are  carried  away  by 
**  party-fpirit,  tff  any  fide^  I  wifli  all  violence  may  fueceed  as 
**  ill ;  but  am  really  amazed  that  fo  much  of  that,  {oui"  and  per« 
**  nicious  quality  ihould  be  joined  with  fo  much  natural  good* 
«  humour  as  I  think  Mr.  Steele  it  polTeflcd  bL'^-^la  "  The  Poft* 
^*  Boy,'*  April  27,  1714,  is  advertiled  asjuft  publlihed,  "  Joh« 
**  Dennis  the  fheltering  Poet's  Invitation  to  R.  Steele,  the  ex* 
**  eluded  Party-Writer  and  Member,  to  cottkt  and  live  with  hina 
•*  in  The  Mint.  In  Imitation  of  Horace,  Ep.  V.  Lib.  I.  Price 
f*  3d.  Fit  to  be  bound  up  ^ith  the  Crifis."  This  i(  preferved 
in  the  "  Supplement  to  Swift's  Works/' 

P.  123.  In  17 16  Steele  was  appointed  one  of  the  CommiiConers 
for  enquiring  into  the  eftates  forfeited  by  the  then  late  rebeUion 
in  Scotland.  This  carried  him  into  that  part  of  the  united  king- 
dom, where,  how  unwelcome  a  gued  foever  he  might  be  ro  the 
generality,  yet  he  received  from  feveral  of  the  nobility  and  gen- 
try the  moil  didinguifliing  marks  of  refpe£V,  infomuch  that  he 
began  to  turn  his  thoughts  upon  the  much-to-be  defircd,  but 
hopelefs,  proje£l  of  perfedlisg  the  Union  betweea  the  two  king- 

doos. 


ADtlTIONAtWOTBS.  tT< 

«doms,  bjr  elteodbg  it  W  the  policy  of  Church  •■  well  a*  State. 
la  this  view  he  had  frtquent  con^erfaiioni  nhh  fame  of  ihft 
.  Prelbyterian  Miniften  coDccming  the  rcltoratioD  of  Epifcopocy^ 
the  ancient  church  •government  of  that  nation  i  ud  often  U- 
menced  this  divifion  in  the  ecdelianical  admin iftration,  which 
flill  ferves  to  maintain  a  kind  of  alienatioa  betweea  the  people. 
Sir  Richard  wilhed  welt  to  the  intcrelts  of  Religion;  and  as  he 
imagined  thit  Union  would  promote  it,  he  had  Tome  thougbti  of 
propofuig  It  at  Court  i  bur  that,  as  was  lilteljt  proved  abartivc. 
-^Among  thefe  Scotch  Miaiftcrs  was  one  Hait,  with  whom  Sir 
Richard  commenced  a  fricndlhip,  and  afterwards  honoured  hiof 
with  his  coirerpondence.  This  Hart  he  ufe  to  ftUe  "  ibc  Hang. 
"  man  of  the  Gofpel  ;''  for  though  he  wai  a  hections,  good- 
natured  man,  yet  he  had  fallen  into  a  peculiar  nay  of  pFcacbing 
what  he  called  "  the  Terrort  of  the  Law,"  and  deoonnccd  ana- 
themas frotn  the  pulpit  without  referve. — Our  Knight  al(b,  dur- 
ing his  Oay  itk  Scotland,  indulged  his  gcnius'  in  Icaiching  into 
the  humouiS  of  low  life  i  in  which  view  he  prepared  a  fplendiil 
^fcall  at  Edinburgh,  and  ordered  his  fervanu  to  pick  up  all  th* 
beggars  and  poor  people  they  tould  find  in  the  ftreett  for  their 
gueft).  The  ferrants  obeyed,  and  Sir  Richurd  fooa  law  hinfclf 
Bt  the  head  of  forty  or  fifty  beggars,  together  with  Ibme  poor  de- 
cayed tradefmen.  After  dinner  he  plied  them  with  punch  and 
wine;  and  when  the  frolic  was  ended,  he  decUied,  that  befidci 
the  pleafure  of  tilling  fo  many  empty  bellies,  be  had  learoed  hu  • 
tnour  enough  to  make  a  good  Comedy.     (Shieli'i  Lives  uf  the 

P0«ljT0l.IV.p.llS.> 
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SIR   RICHARD   STEELE, 

IN    TWO    VOLUMES. 


Hail,  mighty  nanje  I  of  all  thy  pen 
Has  dropt,  to  charm  both  goJs  and  men,  . 
Time  nor  oblivion  ne'er  fhall  boail 
One  line  or  fingie  period  loft! 
Improving  youth,  and  hoary  age. 
Ace  bettar'd  by  thy  matchlefs  page  ! 

Maintain,  great  Sage,  thy  dcathlcfs  name. 
Thou  canft  no  wider  ftretch  thy  fame. 
Till,  gliding  froai  her  native  fliicf, 
Virtue  once  more  delighted  flies  ; 
By  each  adoring  Patriot  own'd, 
And  boafts  herlelf  by  thee  cnthron'd. 
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LETTER     CXJCLXXXV. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Cutts*, 
Colonel  of  his  Majefly's  CoWftream  Regiment  of 
Guards,  ^c* 

.  My  Lord,     Tower  Guard,  March  23,  1701. 

THE  addrefs  of  the  following  papers  is  fo 
very  much  due  to  your  Lordfliip,  that 

they 

*  John  Lord  Cutts,  a  foldler  of  moil  hardy  bravery  in  King; 
William's  wars,  was  a  younger  Ton  of  Richard  Cutts,  efq.  of  an 
ancient  and  diftinguiihed  family,  fettled  about  the  time  of  Henry 
VL  at  Matching  in  Eflex,  where  they  had  coniiderable  property. 
His  father  removed  to  Childerley  in  Cambridgeihire,  on  a  good 
eftate  being  given  him  by  Sir  John  Cutts,  hart,  who  died  with^ 
out  ilTue.  This  eftate,  after  the  deceafe  of  an  elder  brother,  de« 
V9lved  on  John;  who  fold  ir,  to  pay  incumbrances,  to  equip 
himfeif  as  a  foldier,  and  to  enable  himfelf  to  travel.  After  an 
academical  education  at  Cambridge,  he  entered  early  into  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  D.  of  Monmouth,  and  followed  his  fortunes  abroad  ; 
was  aid  ode-camp  to  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  in  Hungary,  and  fig- 
nalized  himfelf  in  a  very  eibtraordinary  manner  at  the  taking  of 
Buda  by  the  Imperialifts  in  1686  s  which  important  place  had 
been  for  near  a  eentury  and  a  half  in  the  hands  of  the  Turks. 
Mr.  Addifbn,  in  a  Latin  poem  worthy  of  the  AugulUn  ag«, 
plainly  hints  at  Mr.  Cutts's  diftinguiihed  bravery  at  that  fiege. 
He  was  afterwards  colonel  of  a  regiment  in  Holland  under  the 

T  4  States, 
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that  they  are  biit  a  rixere  report  of  what  has 
paffed  upon  ray  guard  to  my  commander,  for 

they 

States^  and  accompanied  King  William  to  England,  who  conti- 
nued his  favour  towards  him,  and  created  him  baron  Cutts  of 
Qpiyraii  in  IreUnd»  l)jc.  i,  }6904  He  w^s  si^polnted  Qo^ernor 
of  the  lile  of  Wight,  April  14,  1693  ;  made  a  major-generals 
and)  when  the  aiTaflination-proje^l  was  difcoveredy  1695-6,  was 
captain  of  the  King^  guard.  He  was  twice  married ;  firfl,  to 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  George  Clark  of  London,  merchant 
(reli6l  of  John  Morley,  of  6(ynd,  in  SulTeK,-  »nd  aft«r,  nf  John 
Trevor,  efq.  eldell  brother  to  the  firft  Lord  Trevor)!  This  lady 
died  in  Feb.  1692  j  und  that  fame  year  he  )iad  both  his  lejgs  hurt 
in  the  battle  of  Stcenkirk.  His  fecond  wife^  an  amiable  young 
woman,  dying  in  1697  at  the  age  of  18,  was  celebrated  in  a^ 
admirable  fermon  by  Atterbury.  In  1695,  and' the  three  foU 
lowing  parliaments,  he  was  regularly  ele&ed  one  of  the  repre- 
fentatives  both  for  the  county  of  Cambridge,  and  for  the  borough 
o^  Newport  in  the  lAe  of  Wight^  but  made  his  ele^Hon  ibr  tht 
former.  Jp  two  parliaments  which  followed  (1702  and  1705) 
he  reprefepted  Newport.  In  1698  he  was  complimented  by.  Mr. 
John  Hopkins,  as  one  to  whom  ''  a  double  crown  was  due,"  at 
a  hero  and  as  a  poet.  In  1699,  ^®  ^^  ^^^^  introduced  in  a  com- 
pliment to  King  William  on  his  conquefts : 

**  The  warlike  Cutts  thd  welcome  tidings  brings, 

*•  The  true  beft  fervant  of  the  beft  of  kings ; 

*'  Cutts,  whofe  known  worth  no  herald  needs  proclaim, 

**  His  wounds  and  his  own  worth  can  fpeak  his  feme.** 
He  was  colonel  of  the  Coldftream,  or  fecond  regiment  of 
guards,  in  1701  j  when  Steele,  who  was  indebted  to  his  inta- 
reft  for  a  military  con)mi(non,  infcribed  to  him  his  firfl  work, 
**  The  Chriltian  Hero.**  On  the  acceflion  of  Queen  Anne,  he 
was  made  a  lieutenant-general  of  the  forces  in  HoHs^d.  Feb. 
13,  1702-3,  he  was  appointed  commander  in  chief  of  th«  Englilk 
forces  on  the  continent  during  the  abfencc  of  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough ;  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  in  Ireland,  under 
the  Duke  of  Ormond,  March  23,  1704-5  }  and  afterwards  ona 
of  the  lords  juftices  of  tliat  kingdom,  to  keep  him  out  of  the  way 
of  a£lion,  a  circumftande  which  broke  hit  heart.    He  died  at 
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tjiey  were  writ  upon  duty,  when  the  mind  was 
perfe&ly  difengaged^  and  at  leifure,  in  the  filent 

watch 

Dublioy  Jan.  %St  1706-7,  and  was  buried  there  in  the  cathedral 
of  Chriil-church.  He  was  a  perfon  of  eminent  natural  parts, 
well  cultivated  by  Hudy  and  converfation ;  of  a  free,  unreferved 
temper;  and  of  undaunted  bravery  and  refolutjon.  As  he  was 
a  fervant  to  Queen  Mary  when  Princefs  of  Orange,  and  learned 
the  trade  of  war  under  her  Confort,  he  was  early  devoted  to  them 
both,  and  a  warm  fupporter  of  the  Revolution.  He  was  an 
abfolute  ilranger  to  fear;  and,  on  all  occaiions,  gave  di(lin« 
guifliing  proofs  of  hit  intrepidity,  particularly  at  the  fiege 
of  Limerick  in  169 1,  at  the  memorable  attack  of  the  caftle 
of  Namur  in  1695,  and  at  the  ficge  of  Venio  in  1702, 
^acky  fays  of  him,  ia  1703,  "  He  bach  abundance  of  wit,  but 
'<  too  much  feized  with  vanity  and  ielf- conceit ;  he  is  affable, 
'*  familiar,  and  ve^y  brave.  Few  coniidetable  a6^ions  happened 
^*  in  this  as  well  as  the  lad  war,  in  which  he  was  not,  and  hath 
**  been  wounded  in  all  the  a6lions  where  he  fcrved  j  is  eflcemed 
**  to  be  a  mighty  vigilant  officer,  and  for  putting  the  military  or- 
•' ders  in  execution;  he  is  pretty  tall,  lufty,  well-fhaped,  and 
''  an  agreeable  companion  j  hath  great  revenues,  yet  fo  very  ex- 
**  penfive,  as  always  to  be  in. debt 3  towards  tifty  years  old," 
Swift,  in  a  MS.  note  on  Macky,  calls  him,  with  his  ufual 
laconic  cruelty,  **  The  vaineft  old  fool  alive."  He  wrote  a 
poem  on  the  death  of  Queen  Mary;  and  publifhed,  in  1687, 
•*  Poetical  Bxercifes,  written  upon  feveral  Occaiions,  and  dedi- 
'<  catied  to  her  Royal  Highnefs  Mary  Princefs  of  Orange ;  li- 
^  cenfed  March  23,  1686-7,  Roger  L'Eftrange."  J^  contains, 
beiides  the  dedication  figned  *^  J.  Cutts,"  vcrfes-to^at  Princefs ; 
a  poem  onWifdom  j  another  to  Mr.  VValleir  on  his  commending 
it ;  feven  more  copies  of  verfes  (one  of  them  called  <*  La  Mufe 
*'  Cavaiter,"  which  had  been  afcribed  to  Lord  Peterborough, 
and  as  fuch  mentioned  by  Mr.  Walpole  in  the  lift  of  that  noble- 
man's writings),  and  eleven  fongs ;  the  whole  compofing  but  a 
very  thin  volume  ^  which  is  by  no  means  fo  fcarca  as  Mr.  Wal- 
pole fuppofes  it  to  be.  The  author  fpeaks  of  haVing  more 
pieces  by  him.  A  fpecimen  of  his  poetry  (of  which  the  five  fird 
lines  are  quoted  by  Steele  in  his  fifth  Tatler)  is  added  ia  the . 
foilofwing  page : 

4  "  Only 
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watch  bf  the  night,  to  run  ovet  the  bufy  dream 
of  the  day ;  and  the  vigilance  which  obliges  us. 
to  fuppofe  an  enemy  always  near  us,  has  awak* 
ened  a  ftnfe  that  there  is  a  reftlefs  and  fubtle 
one  which  conftantly  attends  our  fteps  and  me- 
ditates our  ruin*. 

Thoughts  of  this  nature  a  man  may  with 
freedpm  acknowledge  to  your  Lordfhip,  who 

*<  Only  tell  her  that  I  love. 

Leave  the  reft  to  her  and  Fate ; 
Some  kind  planet  from  above 
May  perhaps  her  pity  move  ; 

Lovers  on  their  ftars  rauft  wait ; 
Only  tell  her  that  1  love. 

Why,  oh,  why  ihould  I  defpair  ? 
Mercy's  piftur'd  in  her  eye  : 

If  ihe  once  vouchfafc  to  hev,  _  

''^'  Welcome  Hope,  and  welcome  Fear* 

She*s  too  good  to  let  me  die ; 
Why,  oh,  why  Ihould  I  defpair  V* 

*  "  Being  thoroughly  convinced,"  he  fays,  *'  of  many  things* 
*'  of  which  he  often  repented,  and  which  he  more  often  repeated,. 
''  he  writ,  for  ^is  own  private  ufe,  a  little  book,  called,  '  The 
'*  Chriftian  Hero,'  with  a  defign  principally  to  fix  upon  his  own 
''  mind  a  ftrong  imprellion  of  virtue  and  religion,  in  oppofition 
'*  to  a  ftronger  propenfity  towards  unwarrantable  pleafures.  This 
<<  fecret  admonitioh  was   too  weak;   he  therefore  prknted  the 
<*  book  with  his  name,  in  hopes  that  a  ftanding  teftimony  againft 
'<  himfelf,  and  the  eyes  of  the  world  (that  is  to  fay,  of  his  ac- 
"  quaintance)  upon  him  in  a  new  light,  might  curb  his  deiires, 
'<  and  make  him  aihamed  of  underftanding  and  feeming  to  feel . 
"  what  was  virtuous,  and  living  fo  quite  contrary  a  life.    This 
'*  had  no  other  good  effed^,  but  that  from  being  thought  no  un-' 
"  delightful  companion,  he  was  foon  reckoned  a  difagreeable 
**  fellow.     One  or  two  of  his  acquaintance  thought  fit  tu  roifufe 
**  him,  and  try  their  valour  upon  him  \  and  every  body  he  knevr 
**  meafurcd  the  Icaft  levity  in  his  words  and  a£iions  with  the. 
••  cbara^cr  of  a  Chriftian  Hci-o,*'    Apology,  p,  296. 

have 
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•have  ev^r  been  (o  far  froifa  running  into  the  fa* 
-ihionable  vice  of  exploding  religion,  that  your 
♦early  valour  ftrft  appeared  againft  the  profeffed 
enemies  of  Chriftiatiity;  and  Buda  had  tranf- 
initted  you  to  late  pofterity,  but  that  you  your- 
•felf  have  obliterated  your  part  in  that  glorious 
'ib^ne  by  the  frefller  memory  of  you  at  Limerick 
-and  Namur. 

•  /With  one  honeft  purpofe  of  life,  and  conftant 
fervice  of  one  intereft  and  one  caufe,  in  what 
country  have  you  not  fought  ?  in  what  field 
have  you  not  bled  ?  But  I  know  I  here  offend 
you,  nor  will  you  allow  warmth  in  commenda- 
tion to  be  like  a  friend ;  but  if,  my  Lord,  to 
fpeak  you  generous,  honeft,  and  brave,  be  not 
friendly, ,  I  do  affure  you  it  is  the  only  thing  I 
will  ever  do  in  common  with  your  enemies, 

I  faid  your  enemies ;  but  if  there  are  any  who 
have  ignorance  or  malice  enough  to  be  fuch, 
their  little  hates  muft  be  loft  in  the  diftindion 
the  better  world  allow  you  ;  and  that  county  * 
(whofe .  difcerning  is  refined  by  a  learned  and 
elegant  univerfity)  has  done  you  fo  great  an  ho- 
nour in  making  you  unanimoufly  their  repre- 
fentative  in  parliament,  that  they  who  would 
oppofe  your  reputation,  do  but  confefs  they  are 
unacquainted  with  what  paflcs  in  the  world,  and 
ftrangers  to  the  refidence  of  knowledge  and 
virtue.  It  was  there  you  received  thofe  rudiments 

*  Cambridgefliire ;  fee  p.  iSv. 
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of  honour^  which  have  rendered  your  life  eonfpi- 
cijious  enough  to  make  you  appear  t  worthy  do* 
fcendant  of  an  aacieni:  and  diftingutihed  family, 
which  ha9  ferved  (he  Crown  in  the  tiioit  eminent 
fiations,  and  been  equally  favourites  of  theiir 
country ;  it  was  there  you  imbibed  tho&  ibv! 
preiSons  which  infpire  that  true  ufe  of  your 
being,  which  fo  juftly  divides  your  tinie  betweett 
labour  and  diverfion^  that  the  one  does  but  re- 
create for  the  other,  and  which  give  a  generous 
contempt  of  both  when  in  competition  with  tht 
fcrvice  of  that  country  which  you  love,  and  that 
God  whom  you  worlhip. 

Go  on,  my  Lord,  thus  to  contemn,  and  thut 
to  enjoy  life ;  and,  if  fome  great  Engliih  day 
does  not  call  for  that  facritice  which  you  are  al^ 
ways  ready  to  offer,  may  you  in  a  mature  age 
go  to  fleep  w]j:h  your  anceftors,  in  expe^tion, 
not  of  an  imaginary  fame,  but  a  real  and  fenfiblc 
immortality. 

As  for  the  prefent  I  now  make  you,  if  you 
will  accept  it  with  your  ufual  goodnefs  and  af* 
fedion  to  me,  I  iball  entertain  no  farther  hopes  i 
for  as  your  favour  is  my  fortune  *,  fo  your  ap^ 
probation  is  my  fame.  I  am,  my  Lord,  your 
Lord(hip*s  moft  obedient^  moft  faithful,  and 
moft  humble  fervaft,,        Richard  Steejlb. 

•  Steele,  whb  was  at  this  time  an  cfafiga  in  the  Guards,  and 
principal  fcctet^Ury  to  Lord  Cutts,  obtained,  by  the  intercft  of 
his  kind  pacron,  a  captain's  conlmifiion  in  the  Lord  Lucai's 
regiment  of  f uiiiMf s« 

LETTER 
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LETTER     CCCLXXXVIf, 
the  Right  Hon.  &c  Countefs  of  Albemarle  %• 

Madam,  [1702]. 

AMONG  the  mapy  novelties  with  which 
your  Ladyfliip,  a  ftrangrr  in  our  nation, 
^9  daily  entertained,  you  have  not  yet  been  made 
acquainted  with  the  poetical  Englifli  liberty, 
fhe  right  of  dedication ;  which  entitles  us  to  a 
privilege  of  celebrating  whatever,  for  its  native 
excellence,  is  the  juft  obje<9:  of  praife  ;  and  is 
in  ancient  charter,  by  which  the  Mufes  have 
always  a  free  accefs  to  the  habitation  of  the 
Graces.  Hence  it  is  that  this  comedy  waits  on  your 
Ladyfliip,  and  prefumes  to  welcome  you  amongft 
us ;  though  indeed.  Madam,  we  are  furprized  to 
fee  you  bring  with  you,  what  we  thought  was 
pf  our  own  growth  only,  an  agreeable  beauty  • 
nay,  we  muft  affqre  you,  that  we  cannot  give  up 

t  Prefixed  to  ^*  The  Funeral,  or  Grief  a-Ia-mode,  a  Cpmedy, 
f*  1702.*'  The  fuccefs  of  this  performance  was  chiefly  owing  to 
the  zeal  of  his  feliow-foldiers,  ariiingfrom  his  intcrefl  in  the  army* 

I  Ifabella,  2d  daughter  of  s'Gravemore,  the  general  of  the  forces 
to  the  States-General,  whom  Steele  calls  *^  Mr.  Scravenmore ;'' 
but  who  in  ColHns's  Peerage  is  termed  **  S.  Gcavemore ;"  pro- 
bably for  ''  s'GraTemore/'  She  was  married,  a  (hort  time  be- 
fore this  epiftle  was  written,  to  the  firft  Earl  of  Albemarle,  with 
iwhom  Steele  was  conne^ed  in  his  military  capacity,  as  colonel  of 
fhe  firfi  troop  of  horfe-guards|  and  it  was  prohabiy  through  his 
tfOrdihip's  recommendation  of  this  comedy  that  Steele  attained  the 
notice  and  favour  of  King  William.  Our  author^s  name,  &c.  to 
be  provided  for,  were  in  the  laft  table-book  ever  worn  by  that 
glorious  and  immortal  Monarch*   ^Apology,  p*  297. 

fo 
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fo  dear  an  article  of  pur  glory,.  .b\it  affert  it  by 
our  right  in  you :  for  if  it  is  a  maxirn  fouaded 
on  the  riobleft  human  law,  th<it  of  hofpitality, 
that  every  foil  is  a  brave  man's  country,  Eng- 
land has  a  very  juft  pretence  of  dairaing  as  a 
native,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Scravcnmore. 

But  your  Ladyihip  is  not  only  endeared  to  us 
by  the  great  fervices  of  your  father,  but  alfo  by 
the  kind  offices  of.  your  hufband,  whpfe  frank 
carriage  falls  in  with  our  genius,  >yhich  is  free, 
open,  and  unreferved ;  in  this  the  gerierofity  of 
your  tempers  mattes  you  Both  excel  in  fo  pecu- 
liar a  manner,  that  your  good  actions  are  their 
own  reward ;  nor  can  they  be  returned  with  in- 
gratitude, for  none  can  forget  the  benefits  you 
confer  fo  foon  as  you  do  ypurfelvei^. 

But  ye  have  a  more  indifputable  title  to  a 
dramatic  performance  than  all  thefe  advantages  j 
for  ye  are  yourfelves,  in  a  degeneritejow  age, 
the  nobleft  chara<fters  which  that  fine  paffipn 
that  fupports  the  ftage  has  infpired ;  and  as  you. 
have  pradifed  as  generous  a  fidelity  as  the  fan- 
cies of  poets  have  ever  drawn  in  their  expedling 
lovers,  fo  may  you  enjoy  as  high  a  profperity  as 
ever  they  have  beftowed  on  their  rewarded :  this 
you  may  poffefs  in  an  happy  fecurity,  for  your 
fortunes  cannot  move  fo  much  envy,  as  your 
perfons  do  love.  I  am,  Madam,  your  Lady- 
fhip's  molt  devoted  humble  fervant, 

RpcHARD  Steele. 
LETTER 
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LETTER    CCCLXXXVII*. 
To  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Ormond  t- 

My  Lord,  [i7o+]-   ' 

OU  T  of  gratitude  to  the  memorable  and  il- 
luftrious    patron  of    my  infancy,    your 
Grace's  grandfather  J,  I  prefume   to  lay  this 

Comedy 

*  Prefixed  to  "  The  Lying  Lover,  or  the  Ladies  Fricndljiip, 
**a  Comedy,  1704." 

-f-  James  Bqtler,  Puke  of  Ormond,  born  April  29,  1665,  was 
fent  tp  France  at  ten  years  of  age,  and  on  his  rsturn  admitted  of 
Chrift-church,  Oxford,  of  which  univcrfity  he  was  afterward 
chancellor;  fucceeded  to  his  grandfather's  titles,  July  21,  1688; 
in  16&9,  was  made  a  gentleman  of  the  bed-chamber,  captain  of 
the  fecond  troop  of  guards,  and  knight  of  the  garter;  in  1702, 
generaliiTimo  of  the. forces  againd  Spain  ;  lord-lieutenant  of  Ire* 
land,  Feb.  4,  i70»-3j  and  again.  Oft.  19,  1710;  captain-gene- 
ral, Jqn.  It  l7M-ia>  and  had  the  firft  regiment  of  guards ;  was 
lord  warden  of  the  cinque  ports,  and  conftable  of  Dover  caftle. 
(Burnet  obfcrves,  **  he  had  the  fame  appointments  which  were 
**  voted  criminal  in  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.")  On  the  arrival 
of  King  George  I.  at  Greenwich,  the  Duke  of  Ormond  came, 
with  uncommon  fplendour,  to  pay  his  court ;  but  was  told  by  the 
Lord  Townfliend,  "  the  King  had  no  longer  occafion  for  his  fcr- 
**  vice  in  the  quality  of  captain* general ;  but  that  his  Majefty 
'*  would  be  glad  to  fee  him  at  Court."  Withdrawing  into  France, 
he  was  attainted  Aug.  20,  1715  ;  and  died,  Nov.  16,  N.  S.  1745, 
at  Madrid,  in  the  81  ft  year  of  his  age. 

X  Steele's  father,  a  counfellor  at  law,  was  fome  time  private  fe-  ^ 
c^etary  to  James,  the  firft  Puke  of  Ormond.  From  the  turn  of 
expremon  in  the  beginning  oiP  this  letter,  it  feems  not  impro-* 
bable,  that  Mr.  Steele  fent  his  fon  to  the  Charter-houfe-fchool  by 
the  dire£lion  of  the  Duke  of  Ormond  aboixmentioned,  who  was 
ope  pf  the  governors  of  that  hofpital,  and  who  probably,  if  he  had  ^    \ 

lived  long  enough,  might  have  been  very  ferviceable  to  the  fon  of 
his  fecrctary  j  who  "  cocked  his  hat,'^  howeyer,  *f  and  put  on  a 

"broad* 
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Comedy  at  your  feet :  the  defign  of  it  is,  to  ba- 
liilh  out  of  converfation  all  entertainment  which 
does  not  proceed  from,fimplicity  of  mind,  good* 
nature,  friendihip,  and  honour :  fuch  a  purpofc 
will  not,  I  hope,  be  unacceptable  to  fo  great  a 
lover  of  mankind  as  your  ^  Grace ;  and  if  your 
patronage  can  recommend  it  to  all  who  love  and 
honour  the  Duke  of  Oriiiond,  its  reception  will 
be  as  extenfive  as  the  world  itfelf. 

It  was  the  irrefiftible  force  of  this  humanity  ia 
your  temper  that  has  carried  you  through  the 
various  fucceffes  of  war,  with  the  peculiar  and 
undifputed  diftindtion,  that  you  have  drawn  your 
fword  without  other  motive  than  a  paffionate  re- 
gard for  the  glory  of  your  country  :  fince,  be- 
fore you  entered  into  its  fervice,  you  were  pof- 
felTed  of  its  highefl  honours,  but  could  not  be 
contented  with  the  illuftrious  rank  your  birth 
gave  you,  without  repeating  the  glorious  ac* 
lions  by  which  it  was  acquired. 
'  But  there  cannot  be  Icfs  expected  from  the 
foh  of  an  Oflbry,  than  to  contemn  life  to  adorn 
it ;  apd  with  munificence,  afiability,  fcorn  of 

*'  broaci- fword,  jack -boots,  and  fhoulder-belt,  under  tbe  Duke's 
^command/'  before  "  he  was  acquainted  with  his  own  parts;*' 
and,  ^*  from  the  fame  humour  which  he  ever  after  preferved,  ot 
**  preferring  the  (late  of  his  mind  to  that  of  his  fortune,  loft  the 
*'  fucceflion  to  a  very  good  eftate  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  by 
'<  mounting  a  war-horfe  with  a  great  fword  in  his  hand,  and 
«;  planting  himfclf  behind  King  M^ilUam  againft  Lewis  XIV." 
See  his  Theatre,  N^  XI. 

gain. 
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gain^  and  paffion  for  glory,  to  be  the  honour 
and  exampile  to  the  profeffion  of  arms:  all 
which  engaging  qualities  your  noble  family  has 
pxerted  with  fo  fiedfaft  a  loyalty,  that,  in  the 
moil  adverfe  fortune  of  our  monarchy,  popula- 
rity, which  in  others  had  been  invidious,  was  a 
fecurity  to  the  Crown,  when  lodged  in  the 
Houfe  of  Ormond. 

Thus  your  Grace  entered  into  the  bufinefs  of 
the  world  with' fo  great  an  expedlation,  that  it 
Teemed  impoffible  there  could  be  any  thing  left, 
which  might  ftill  conduce  to  the  honour  of 
your  name.  But  the  moll  memorable  advan- 
tage y6ur  country  has  gained  this  century,  was 
obtained  under  your  command* ;  and  Providence 
thought  fit  to  give  the  wealth  of  the  Indies  into 
his  hands,  who  only  could  defpife  it;  while, 
with  a  fuperioir  gencrofity,  he  knows  no  reward 
but  in  opportunities  of  beftowing.  The  great 
perfonage  whom  you  fucceed  in  your  honours 
made  me  feel,  before  I  was  fenfible  of  the  be- 
nefit, that  this  glorious  bent  of  mind  is  heredi- 
taty  to  you ;  I  hope,  therefor^,  you  will  par- 
don me,  that  I  take  the  liberty  of  expreffing  tiiy 
veneration  for  his  remains,  by  afluring  your 
Grace  that  I  am,  my  Lord,  your  Grace's  nioft 
obedient,  and  moft  devoted,  humble  fervant, 

Richard  Steele. 

*  Alluding  to  the  Duke's  fuccelfcs  againft  tke  Spaniards  it 
Cadiz,  &c«  in  1702. 

U  LETTER 
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LETTER     CCCLXXXVlil*^. 
To  Mn  Addison. 

Sir,  [170SL 

YOU  will  be  furprized,  in  the  midft  of  a 
daily  and  familiar  converfation^  with  an 
addrefs  which  bears  fo  diftant  an  air  as  a  public 
dedication :  but,  to  put  you  out  of  the  pain 
which  I  know  this  will  give  you,  I  affure  you  I 
do  not  defign  in  it,  what  would  be  very  need* 
lefs,  a  panegyric  on  yourfelf,  or,  what  perhaps 
is  very  neceffary,  a  defence  of  the  play.  In  the  " 
one  I  (hould  difcbver  too  much  the  concern  of 
an  author,  in  the  dther  too  little  the  freedom 
of  a  friend. 

My  purpofe,  in  this  application,  is  only  to 
ihew  the  edeem  I  have  for  you,  and  that  I  look 
upon  my  intimacy  with  you  as  one  of  the  moft 
valuable  enjoyments  of  my  life.  At  the  fame 
time,  I  hope,  I  make  the  town  no  ill  compliment 
for  their  kind  acceptance  of  this  Comedy,  in 
acknowledging  that  it  has  fo  far  raifed  my  opi- 
nion of  it,  as  to  make  me  think  it  no  improper 
memorial  of  an  inviolable  friendfhip. 

I  fhould  not  offer  it  to  you  as  fuch,  had  I  not 
been  very  careful  to  avoid  every  thing  that 
might  look  ill-natured,  immoral,  or  prejudi-   • 

»  Prefixed  to  «  The  Tender  Hulband  f  which  was  firft  afted 
in  1704,  but  not  printed  till  1705. 

cial 
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tial  to  what  the  better  part  of  mankind  hold 
facred  and  honourable. 

Poetry,  under  fuch  rbflraidts^  is  ah  obliging 
fervice  to  htitnan  fociety ;  efpecially  when  it  is 
ufed,  like  your  admirable  yein>  to  recommend 
more  ufeful  qualities  in  yourfeIf>  or  immortalize 
charaders  truly  heroic  in  others.  I  am  here 
in  danger  of  breaking  my  ptomife  to  you, 
therefore  fliall  take  the  only  opportunity  that  cao 
offer  itfclf  of  refifting  my  own  inclinations,  by 
complybg  with  yours>  I  am,  Sir,  your  mofk 
faithful^  humble  fervant^       Richard  Stesle* 


LETTER      CCCLXXXIX. 

To  Dr.  SWIFT. 

Dear  Sir,  Lord  Sunderland's  Office,  0£t.  8, 1709. 

MR.  Secretary  Addifon  went  this  morning 
out  of  town,  and  left  behind  him  an 
agreeable  command  for  me,  viz*  to  forward  the 
inclofed,  which  Lord  Halifax  fent  him  for  you. 
1  affure  you,  no  man  could  fay  more  in  praife  of 
another  than  he  did  in  your  behalf  at  that  noble 
Lord's  table  on  Wednefday  laft.  I  doubt  not 
but  you  will  find  by  the  inclofed  the  efFedt  it  had 
upon  him.  No  opportunity  is  omitted  among 
powerful  men,  to  upbraid  them  for  your  ftay  in 
Ireland.  The  company  that  day  at  dinner  were 
Lord  Edward  Ruffel,  Lord  Eflex,  Mr.  Mayn^ 

V  2  wariog. 
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waring,  Mr.  Addifon,  and  myfelf.  I  have 
heard  fuch  things  faid  of  that  fame  Biihop  of 
Clogher  *5  with  you,  that  I  have  often  feid  he 
muft  be  entered  ad  eundetn  in  our  Houfe  of 
Lords*  Mr.  Philips  'f*  dined  with  me  yefterday  ; 
he  is  (lill  a  ihepherd,  and  walks  very  lonely 
through  this  unthinking  crowd  in  London.  I 
wonder  you  do  not  write  foniietimes  to  me. 

The  town  is  in  great  expeftation  from  Bick- 
erftaff;  what  pafled  at  the  eledtion  for  his  firft 
table ;{;  being  to  be  publifhed  this  day  fevennight. 
I  have  riot  feen  Ben  Tooke  §  a  great  whiles  but 
long  to  ufher  you  and  yours  into  the  world. 
Not  that  there  can  be  any  thing  added  by  me  to 
your  fame,  but  to  walk  bare-headed  before  you. 
I  am^  Sir,  your  moft  obedient,  and  moft  hum* 
ble  fe'tvant,  Richard  Steei^e. 

*  Dr.  St.  George  Afli. 

t  Ambrofe  Philips,  the  author  of  <<The  DiftreiTed  Mother/' 
a  tragedy,  and  fome  paftorals,  &c. 
I  See  Tatler,  N^  8if  and  ff<7ifi^  in  new  edition, 
§  The  bookfcller. 
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I,  E  T  T  E  R    CCCXC*. 
To  Mr.  Maynwarino  f. 

I 

Sii^,  [1710]. 

THE  date  of  conyerfation  and  bufinefs  in 
this  town  having  been  Ipng  perplexed  with 
pretenders  in  both  kinds;  in  order  to  open  mens 
eyes  againft  fuch  abufes^  it  appeared  no  unpro- 
fitable undertaking  to  publifli  a  Paper,  which 
(hquld  pbferve  upQn  the  manners  of  the  pleafur- 
able,  as  well  as  the  t)ufy  p^rt  of  piankind.  To 
make  this  generally^  read,  it  feemed  the  moft 
proper  method  to  form  it  by  way  of  a  Letter  of 
Intelligence,  confifting  of  fuch  parts  as  might 
gratify  the  curiofity  of  perfons  of  all  conditions, 
and  of  each  fex.    But  a  work  of  this  nature 

*  Prefixed  to  the  firil  volupue  of  "  The  Tatler." 

t  Artixur  Maynwaring,  efq.  **  His  works  fct  the'chara6fcr 
**  of  his  genius  above  the  reach  of  the  criticifm  of  others,  and 
*^  he  was  himfelf  allowed  univerfally  to  be  th^  beil  critic  of  his 
'''times.'*    Biogr.  Brit.  «r/.  Hughes.    Remark  I. 

**  His  learniDg  was  without  pedantry ;  his  wit  without  affec* 
'<  tatioD ;  his  judgement  without  malice ;  his  friendfliip  without 
**  intereft  $  his  zeal  without  violence ;  in  a  word,  he  was  the  beft 
"  fubjed^,  the  beft  friend,  the  belt  relation,  the  beft  mafter,  the 
*f  beft  critic,  and  the  beft  political  writer  in  Great  Britain." 
Egerton,  Memoirs  of  Mrs.  Oldfield. 

He  died  in  1712,  aged  44,  and  left  his  eftate  to  be  equally 
divided  between  his  fifter,  his  fon,  and  his  fon's  mother.  It 
amounted  to  little  more  than  3000I.  His  *'  Life  and  Pofthumous 
'^  Works"  were  publifhed  by  Mr.  Oldmixon,  17 15,  Svo;  whence 
a  full  account  of  him  has  been  inferted  in  the  **  Biographical 
"Piftionary,  1784." 

U  3  requiring 
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requiring  time  to  grow  into  the  notice  of  the 
wor^d,  it  happened  very  luckily,  that,  a  little  be- 
fore  I  had  jefolved  upon  this  defign,  a  gentle- 
man *  had  written  pre^iftions,  and  two  or  three 
other  pieces  in  my  name,  which  rendered  it  fa« 
mous  through  all  parts  of  Europe  j  and,  by  an 
inimitable  fpirit  and  humour,  raifed  it  to  as 
high  a  pitch  of  reputation  as  it  could  poffibly 
arrive  at. 

By  this  good  fortune  the  name  of  Ifaac  Bick- 
erftaif  gained  an  audience  of  all  who  had  any 
taftc  of*  wit  J  and  the  addition  of  the  ordinary 
occurrences  of  common  Journals  of  News 
brought  in  a  multitude  of  other  readers.  I  could 
liot,  I  confefs,  long  keep  up  the  opinion  of  the 
town,  that  tbefe  Lucubratiqns  were  >^ritten  by 
the  fame  hand  with  the  firft  works  which  were 
publiftied  under  my  name ;  but,  before  I  loft 
the  partition  of  that  author's  fame,  I  had  al- 
ready found  the  advantage  of  his  authority,  tq 
which  .1  owe  the  fuddcn  acceptance  which  my 
labours  met  with  in  the  world. 

The  general  purpofe  of  this  J^aper^f-  is  to  exr 

pqfe 

*  Dr.  Swift.  S«c  Swift's  «f  WQrks/».  vol.  III.  p.  198.  See 
^lib  Steele's  Original  Preface  to-the  Tatler. 

f  **  Daring  the  prevalence  of  parties  and  prejudices,  he  that 
<f  would  be  believed  by  every  body,  (jiould  be  known  to  no- 
t'  body,  left,  inftead  of  lifieoiDg  to  the  gopd  advice  of  the  cen- 
ff  for^  the  cenfured  ihould  endeavour,  by  retorting  on  bis  frail* 
M  ties,  to  extenuate  or  juftiSvibtir  oivn,** 

f'  Although  the  TATLER^oined  an  odd  furnAmeto  no  very 


<'  conunon 
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pofe  the  falfe  arts  of  lif e^  to  pull  off  the  difguifes 
of  cunning,  vanity,  and  affedation,  and  to  re- 
commend a  general  fimplicity  in  our  drefs^  our 
dilcourfe,  and  our  behaviour.  No  man  has  a 
better  judgement  for  the  difcovery,  or  a  nobler 
fpirit  for  the  contempt  of  all  impofture,  than 
yourfelf ;  which  qualities  render  you  the  molt 
proper  patron  for  the  Author  of  thefe  Eflays. 
In  the  general,  the  defign,  however  executed, 
has  met  with  fo  great  fuccefs,  that  there  is 
hardly  a  name  now  eminent  among  us  for  power, 
wit,  beauty,  valour,  or  wifdom,  which  is  not 
fubfcribed  *  for  the  encouragement  of  thefe  vo  • 
lumes.  This  is,  indeed,  an  honour,  for  which 
it  is  impoffible  to  exprefs  a  fuitable  gratitude ; 
and  there  is  nothing  could  be  an  addition  to  the 
pleafure  I  take  in  it,  but  the  refleftion,  that  it 
gives  me  the  moft  confpicuous  occaiion  I  can 
ever  have,  of  fubfcribing  myfelf.  Sir,  your  moft 
obliged,  moft  obedient,  and  moft  humble  fer- 
yant^  Isaac  Bicker  staff. 

'  <'  common  Chriftian  one,  there  was  a  man  found  in  this  large 
**  town,  who  owned  both  the  names.     Swift's  **  Letters/' 
ToL  XV.  p.  408. 
*  See  the  lifts  at  the  beginning  of  the  new  edition. 
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LETTER     CCCXCI*. 
To  Edward^  WoRTLEY  Montague,  Efq.f. 

Sir,  [1710]. 

WHEN  I  fend  you  this  volume,  I  am 
rather  to  inake  you  a  requeft  thap.  a 

*  Prefixed  to  the  fecond  volume  of  *<  The  Tatler." 
.  +  Second  fan  of.  the  Hon.  Lady  Wortley  Montague,  and 
grandfqn  of  ^dwar(l  Montague*  the  firft  ^ari  af  ^andwich.    {le 
W4S  chofen  a  member  of  parliament  for  Huntingdon  in  the  4th 
year  of  Queen  Anne;  and  in  all  other  parliaments  but  two  to 
the  end  of  her  reign*     Qn  the  acceifion  of  George  I.  he  was 
cpnftituted  one  of  the  Lord;  Cpmmiffioners  of  the  Treafury^ 
and  being  fent  AmbaJOfador-extraordinary  to  the  Grand  Signior, 
he  fet  out  for  Vienna,  Jan.  27,  1716,  and  propofed  to  be  at 
Peterwaracjip  in  ^ight  days  |    and,  having  finifhed  his  negotia- 
tions, he,  with  his  Lady,  arrived  at  Leghorn,  Aug.  Z2,  1718, 
in  the  Prefton  man  of  war,  from  Conftantinople,  and  failed  the 
next  day  £or  Toulon ;  and,  travelling  through  France,  arrived 
in  England,  and   waited   on  his   Majelly  at   Hampton-qourt, 
0£i:.  4  following,  ^nd  was  gracioufly  received.    In  the  firft  par* 
liament  called  by  King  George  I.  he  was  chofen  for  the  city  of 
Weflminfter,'  and  afterwards  ierved  for  Huntinjgdon,  and  was  %. 
member  for  the  c^ty  of  Peterborough  vy^hen  h^  died,  it  is  faid, 
very  fuddenly,  Jan.  22,  1761,  aged   80  years,   without  being 
able  to  alter  his  will,  as  he  intended,  in  favour  of  his  fbn,  an 
extraordinary  and  ingenious  man,  author  of  the  '*  Refle£iions 
**  on  the  Rife  and  Fall  of  ancient  Republics,"  &c.  of  whom  fee 
feyeral  new  and  interefting  particulars  in  the  Notes  on  TatL£9» 
vol.  I.  p.  xli.    Mr.  Montague  married  the  Lady  M^ry  Pierre- 
pont,  eldeft  daughter  to  his  Grace  Evelyn  Di^ke  of  Kingfton, 
an  uncommonly  fine  woman,  of  very  fuperior  underftanding, 
authorefs  of  a  little  volume  of  excellent  poems,  and  three  v>o<- 
lumes  of  curious  letters;   and  by  her  (who  died  Augufi  21, 
1762),   he   had  iffue  the  abovementioned   only  (on  Edward- 
Wortley  Montague,   who  was  reprefentative   in  three   parlia- 
inents  for  Bofiiney  in  Cornwall ;  and  a  daughter  Mary,  married 
to  John  Stuarti  Earl  of  Bute,  ^yg.  24^  1736. 

.  ]  '  Pedicatipn, 
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Dedication^  I  muft  defire^  that  if  you  think  fit 
to  throw  away  any  moments  on  it>  you  would 
lifot  do  it  after  reading  thofe  excellent  pieget 
with  which  you  are  ufually  converfant.  .  The 
images  which  you  will  meet  with  here^  will  be 
yery  faint,  after  the  perufal  of  the  Greeks  aixd 
Romans,  who  are  your  ordinary  companions.  I 
muft  confefs,  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  taftc 
of  mliny  of  their  excellencies,  which  I  had  not 
obferved  until  you  pointed  them  to  me.  1  am 
very  proud  that  there  are  fome  things  in  thefc 
Papers  which  I  know  you  parcjon  ;  and  it  is 
no  fmall  pleafure  to  have  one's  labours  fuffered 
by  the  judgement  of  a  man,  who  fo  well  un- 
derftands  the  true  charms  of  eloquence  and 
poefy.  But  I  dire6t  this  addrefs  to  you ;  not 
that  I  think  I  can  entertain  you  with  my 
writings,  but  to  thank  you  for  the  new  de- 
light 1  have,  from  your  converfation,  in  thofe 
of  other  men. 

May  you  enj^  a  long  continuance  of  the 
true  relifli  of  the  happinefs  Heaven  has  beftowed 
upon  you  !  V  know  not  how  to  fay  a  mor?  af- 
feftionajte  thing  to  you,  than  to  wifti  that  you 
may  be  always  what  you  are ;  and  that  you 
may  ever  think,  as  I  know  you  now  do,  that 
you  have  a  much  larger  fortune 'th^n  you  want. 
I  am^  Sir,  your  m^ft  obedient,  and  moft  hum- 
\>\e  fervant,  Isaac  B}ck£,iistaff, 

I.ETTER 
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LETTER    CXXJXCII*. 

IsAAco  BicKERsTAFF,  Armigero,  Magnx  Britatmlafi 
,  Cenfori,  S, 

9  Cal.  Jun.  1710. 

MORI-^  encomium  Thomse  Moro,  cui  nil 
erat  magis  alienum  quam  Mori  nomen, 
Erafmus  infcripfit :  nee  ergo  quis  miretur  has 
Obfcurorum  Virorum  Epiftolas  Viro  ClariJJimOy 
hos  Morologos  Moria  ipsa  ftultiorcs  Tibi  mitti, 
IsAACE  Gravissime  ;  qui  unus,  inter  tot  nu- 
givendos  potius  quam  fcriptores  ubique  nunc 
temporis  ad  naufeam  obvios,  nofti  non  ineptire  : 
qui  fcis  ex  fumo  (ut  ait  Flaccus)  dare  lucem  ;  in 
gracili  mater?a  fterilique  argumento  copies^ 
juxta  atque  fapienter  diflerejre,  inter  ludicra 
ferius,  inter  jocos  philofophus  ;  qui  ridiculum 
acri,  dulci  utile  mifcendo,  junftis  ingenii  fimul 
et  argumentorum  viribus,  Britannos  potes  tarn 
feliciter  a  vitiis  deterrere,  ad  virtutem  hortari. 

Patere,  Cato  Britannice,  ex  obfoletis  feculi 
fuperioris  ruderibus  altaque  quam  fuperflitio 
intulerat  ignorantia^  illud  Arcadicum  hominum 
fpeciofo  Theologorum  Magiftrorumve  nomine 
infolenter  gloriantium  pecus  accerfi ;  et  actemi 
licet  nodte  dignos^  a  tenebris  tamen  ad  lucem^  a 

*  On  the  fubjeft  of  this  letter  to  Steele,  which  was  prefixed 
to  <*  Epiftoiarum  Obfcurorum  Virorum^  ad  Dm.  Ortumum 
**  Gratiumy  Volumina  II.''  See  the  Notes  on  the  Tatjler^ 
vol.  V.  p.  a XX. 
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iDortUis  ad  vivos  provocari,  tibiquc  pro  tribu- 
nali  fifti ;  ut  pod  noftri  feculi  ineptias,  et  inep* 
tps,  illas  explofas,  hos  fepultos,  non  etiam  de- 
fintf  quas  explodas^  quos  fepelias :  cum  nempe 
volo  Magnae  Britannia  Cenforem,  qui  non  foli!im 
in  prsefentem  fed  et  prasteritas  aerates  ultro  ci- 
troque  jus  cenforias  authoritatis  exerceat. 

Nolim  autem  mihi  id  vitio  verti,  quod  The- 
plogos  hie  in  medium  protraham,  et  deridendos 
propinem.  Cum  cnim  Theologia  omnium  Dif- 
ciplinarum  Regina  ab  ipfo  Numine  jus  in  fe  de- 
tivaverit,  procul  abfit,  ut  illius  cultbres  defpi- 
catui  habeam^  ut  potius  ex  omni  non  modo 
Republican  fed  ex  finibus  humans  naturae  ex- 
terminandos  arbitrer,  quotquot  Theologiam  aut 
ejus  Miniftros  divino  illo  jure  ac  dignitate  fpo- 
liare  contendunt.  Si  aliter  fentirem,  nae  tuum 
patrocinium  defugiffem,  Vir  Integerrime,  cui 
Gurae  fuit,  ut  morum  bonorum  ac  pietatis  jura 
farta  ac  teda  ab  omni  piaculo  confervares.  At 
veto  credo  me  culpam  minime  commeruiffe,  fi 
eos  infedfcer,  qui  majori  ignorantia  an  malitia 
freti  in  Theologiam  involant;  qui  venerabili 
Theologiae  gradu,  et  optimis  beneficiis  tumidi, 
novis,  et  ha&enus  inauditis  opinionibus,  Rei- 
publicae  ftatum  convellunt ;  qui  cd  quod  Theo- 
logorum  titulo  magis  quilm  mentis  ornentur, 
ideo  tantum  filli  arrogant,  ut  omnem  abjiciant 
ac  relinquant  obedientiam,  ne  modo  rationi  pa- 
geant, cui  ipsa  naturae  lege  fubjeftifuntj  qui 

pro 
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pro  Magiftrali  fui  dignitate  in  cundtos  inferiores 
ferulam  vibrant;  quique  longo  quantumvis 
ioga  fyrmate  ferocientes  f  allium  tamcn  brevius 
iodui  debuerunt,  quo  minus  incautos  failant.  . 
Hujufmodi  Theologos  tanto  quod  per  fum« 
mum  decus  ufurpaverunt  nomine  exui^  et  loco 
moveri.dignos.  in  confpedtum  adduxi,  Lepidif- 
jime  Morum  Caftigator^  uc  ab  omnibus  publi- 
citus  exibilentur.  Hanc  ineptiarum  farragineni 
duxi  nunquam  cpmmodius  extrudi  pofle^  quam 
cum  Natip  in  rifum  prona^  morionibus  et  nugts 
magis  impense  drfed^etur,  Nationis  equidem 
patientiam  nequeo  non  obiter  fufpicere,  et  me- 
cum  ftomachariy  quse  libelios  iftos  quotidie  im- 
pune  libertate  plufquam  vernili  vagantes^  affa* 
niis  puris  putis  refertos,  legere  fuftineat ;  ferat- 
que  illud  Obfervatorum^  Keviforum  et  caeterorum 
fcurrarum  vulgus,  vocibus  nonnifi  Barbaris  ef- 
ferenduni.  ^tas  profedto  Cenfore  dignii^ma^ 
qui  haqc  effrxnem  fcribendi  licentiam  virg^  no* 
tet, .  et  reprimat ;  Jftofque  nugatores,  nifi  inter 
vivos  *  mwrari  ulterius  d^finant,  ad  Vefpiliones 
damnet !  Age,  Vir  infigniffime;  prodeat  tan- 
dem  tamdiu  defideratus  tuarum  lucubrationuoi 
liber,  facundo  illo  filentii,  quod  in  ipiis  tanx 
diferte  expreffifti,  pra^conio  celebrandus.  Ex 
illis  difcant  Le&ores  fcriptorefque,  illi  quid 
legi,  hi  quid  fcribi  potifSmum  cum  frudtu  non 


^  Sueton.  in  Viu  Neron.  Claud,  cap.  33. 
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minori  quam  volupUte  deceat.  Interea  dum 
illas  expedtamus,  praeludant  Ha  obfcurorum 
Epijiola  *,  quaruih  elaborata  barbaries,  et  foloe- 
cifmii  legehtem  in  cachinnos  folvant^  et  quic« 
quid  ridiculi  vahsque  levitatis  in  pe^ore  refi- 
dety  adeo  exhauriant,  ut  ad  tUas  poflea  Lucu^ 
brationes  perlegendas,  animus  defsecatior,  et  ^ 
*  nugis  expurgatior  accedat :  quippe  medicl  fo** 
knt  corpus  aegrum  medicamentis  purgare,  qu6 
melius  ad  vi&um  falubriorem  fumendum  pre- 
paretur.  Denique  obfcuri  ifti  homunciones, 
quibus  nil  quicquam  vixit  infulfius,  longo  poft 
tempore  jam  tandem  refipifcunt ;  famatn,  quam 
olim  nod  potuerunt,  conantur  nunc  aucupari ; 
a  cottJtaneis  fuis  audki  vix  meruerunt,  nunc  in 
fpcm  et  ledlores  et  emptores  fibi  conciliandi  ve- 
niunt:  vivi  pro  mortuis  merito  habebantur; 
mdrtui  ver6  nunc  vivere  et '  inclarefcere  incipi* 
ent,  ubi  primiira  eorum  Epiftolas  nomine  tuo 
iniignitee  praefulgebunt. 

Vale,  Vir  Eruditiffimej   noftrifque  moribus 
diu  ac  feliciter  confule. 

♦  "Thepurpofeofthe  worV  fays  Steele,  Tatlcr,  N»  197, 
**  is  fignified  in  the  dedication,  in  very  elegant  language,  and 
**  fine  raillery.  It  feems  this  is  a  colle^ion  of  letters  which 
**  fome  profound  blockheads,  who  lived  before  our  times,  have 
**  written  in  honour  of  each  other,  and  for  their  mutual  infor« 
*<  mation  in  each  other's  abfurditics.  They  are  moftly  of  the 
<'  German  natipn,  whence,  from  time  to  time,  inundations  of 
<<  writers  have  flowed,  more  pernicious  to  the  learned  woild, 
**  than  the  fvvarms  of  Goths  and  Vandals  to  the  publick." 

LETTER 
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LETTER    CCCXCIII  *. 
To  Wii-Li  AM  Lord  CowpERt  Baron  of  Winghamtt 

« 

My  Lord,  [1710]. 

AFTER  having  long  celebrated  the  fupe* 
ripr  graces  and  excellencies  among  men, 
in  an  imaginary  character,  I  do  myfelf  the  ho- 
nour to  fliew  my  veneration  for  tranfcendent 
merit  under  my  own  name,  in  this  addrefs  to 
your  Lordlhip.  The  juft  application  of  thofc 
high  accomplifliments  of  which  you  are  mafier^ 
has  been  an  advantage  to  all  your  fellow-fub- 
jeds ;  and  it  is  from  the  common  obligation  you 
have  laid  upon  all  the  world,  that  I,  though  4 
private  man^  can  pretend  to  be  affected  with,  or 

*  Prefixed  to  the  third  volume  of  «  The  Tatler." 
f  'Wiiiiam  Cowper,  efq.  foon  after  being  called  to  the  bar» 
was  appointed  one  of  King  William's  counfel ;  -he  focceeded 
Sir  Nathan  Wright,  as  Lord  Keeper  of  thi  Great  Seal,  Oft.  1 1, 
1^05  ;  was  created  Baron  Cowper  of  Wingham,  Nov.  9,  170^65 
and  appointed  Lord  Chancellor,  May  4,  1707  ;  which  pofl  he 
held  till  Sept.  25,  1710*  On  the  acceiiion  of  King  George,  he 
was  appointed  again  Lord  Chancellor,  Sept.  zi,  1714  ;  and,  oil 
refigning  the  great  feal,  was  created  Earl  Cowper,  and  Vifcount 
Fordwich,  March  18,  i7I7-l8.  He  generoiifiy  declined  acce|>t* 
ijig  New-years-gifts  from  the  counfellors  at  law,  which  had  been 
long  giten  to  his  predeceflbrs  j  and,  what  is  flill  more  to  his  ho- 
nour, forefaw  and  oppofed  the  deftru6livc  meafures  of  the  South-  ^ 
fea  bubble  in  1720.  He  died  Oft.  10,  172^.  It  is  recorded,  ahd 
ought  always  to  be  mentioned  to  the  .honour  of  Lord  Cowper, 
that  when  he  was  Chancellor,  though  in  friendihip  with  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  of  the  fame  political  principles,  he 
nobly  refufed,  and  perfided  in  his  refufal,  to  put  the  broad  feal 
of  his  ofKce  to  a  tremendous  commiifion  for  making  his  Grace 
Gineraliffimo  for  life. 
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take  the  liberty  to  acknowledge,  your  great  ta- 
lents and  public  virtues. 

It  gives  a  pleafing  profpeft  to  your  friends^ 
that  is  to  fay,  to  the  friends  of  your  country, 
that  you  have  pa^d  through  the  highefl  ofEces, 
at  an  age  when  others  ufualiy  do  but  form  to 
thcmfclves  the  hopes  of  thenEi,  They  may  ex» 
pedt  to  fee  you  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  as  many 
years  as  you  were  afccnding  to  it.  It  is  our  comi- 
mon  gocd^  that  your  admirable  eloquence  can 
now  no  longer  be  employed,  but  in  the  expret 
lion  of  your  own  fentiments  and  judgement.  The 
ikilful  pleader  is  now  for  ever  changed  into  the 
juft  judge;  which  latter  character  your  Lord- 
Ihip  exerts  with  fo  prevailing  an  impartiality^ 
that  yoq  win  the  approbation  even  of  thofe  who 
diffent  from  you ;  and  you  always  obtain  favour, 
becaufe  you  are  never  moved  by  it. 

This  gives  you  a  certain  dignity  peculiar  to 
your  prefent  fituation  *,  and  makes  the  equity, 
even  of  a  Lord  High  Chancellor,  appear  but  a 
degree  towards  the  magnanimity  of  a  Peer  of 
Great-Britain. 

Forgive  me,  my  Lord,  when  I  cannot  con- 
ceal from  you,  that  I  Ihall  never  hereafter  bcr 
hold  you,  but  I  fliall  behold  you,  as  lately,  de- , 
fending  the  brave  and  the  unfortunate  ^. 

*  He  had  juft  refigncd  the  office  of  Lord  Chancellor, 
t  The  drave  means  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.     But  who 
was  the  unforlunatcf 

Whea 
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When  we .  attend  to  your  Lordfliip  engaged 
in  a  difcourfe,  we  cannot  but  rcfkdt  upon  the 
many  requifites  which  the  vain-glorious  fpeakers 
of  antiquity  have  demanded  in  a  man  who  is  to 
excel  in  oratory ;  I  fay,  my  Lord,  when  we  re* 
fled:  upon  the  precepts  by  viewing  the  example^ 
though  there  is  no  excellence  propofed  by  thofe 
rhetoricians  wanting,  the  whole  art  feems  to  be 
refolved  into  that  one  motive  of  fpeaking,  fin- 
cerity  in  the  intention.  The  graceful  manner, 
the  apt  gefture,  and  the  aflumed  concern,  are 
impotent  helps  to  perfuafion,  in  comparifon  of 
the  honeft  countenance  of  him  who  utters  what 
he  really  means.  From  whence  it  is;  that  all 
the  beauties  which  others  attain  with  labour, 
ate  in  your  Lordihip  but  the  natural  effeds  of 
the  heart  that  dictates. 

It  is  this  noble  fimplicity  which  makes  yoa 
furpafs  mankind  in  the  faculties  wherein  man* 
kind  are  diftinguiihed  from  other  creatures,  resK 
fon  and  fpeech. 

If  thefe  gifts  were  communicated  to  all  men 
in  proportion  to  the  truth  and  ardour  of  their 
hearts,  I  ihould  fpeak  of  you  with  the  fame 
force  as  you  exprefs  yourfelf  on  any  other  fub- 
jed.  But  I  refill  my  prefent  impulfe,  as  agree- 
able  as  it  is  to  me ;  thoOgh  indeed,  had  I  any 
pretenfions  to  a  fame  of  this  kind^  I  ihould, 
above  all  other  themes,  attempt  a  panegyric 
upon  my  Lord  Cowpcr :  for  the  only  fure  way 

to 
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to  a  reputation  for  eloquence,  in  an  age  wherein 
that  perfect  orator  lives,  is  to  choofe  an  argu- 
nient,-  upon  which  he  himfelf  niuft  of  neceffity 
be  filent.  I  am,  my  Lord,'  your  Lordlhip's 
moft  devoted,  moft  obedient,  dnd  mofl:  humble 
fetvant,  Richard  Steele  *. 
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Letter   cccxcivt. 

To  Lord  Halifax* 

My  Lord,  April  ^,  171 1. 

From  the  Hovel  at  Hampton-wick  !• 

HEN  I  firft  refolved  upon  doing  myfelf 
this  honour,  I  could  not  but  indulge  a 

certain 


*  "  When  Steele's  patent,  as  Governor  of  the  Theatre-royal, 
"  -paffed  the  Great  Seal,  Lord  Chancellor  Gowper,  in  compliment 
*^  to  Sir  Richard,  would  receive  00  fee."  Life  of  C.  Cibber, 
1756,  vol.  It.  p.  47, 
t  Prefixed  to  the  fourth  volume  of  *'  The  Tatlcr." 
^  Steele  built>  and  inhabited ^r  a  fe*w  years,  an  elegant  houfe 
adjoining  to  the  fide  of  the  palace,  which  ho  called  by  this  name. 
Not  long  after  the  date  of*  this  letter,  being  embartaffed  by 
his  vanity  of  profufion^  or  bis  imprudence  of  generofity,  he  bor- 
rowed I  cool,  of  Addifon  on  this  houfe  and  its  furniture^  giving 
bond  and  judgement  for  the  re^payment  of  the  money  at  the  end  of 
twelve  months.  On  the  forfeiture  of  the  bond,  Addifon's  attor- 
ney proceeded  to  execution,  ''  the  houfe  and  furniture  were  fold, 
'*  the  furplus  Addifon  remitted  to  Steele,  with  a  genteel  letter, 
''  (bating  the  friendly  reafon  of  this  extraordinary  procedure,  viK, 
**  to  awakeoshim,  if  polUble,  from  a  lethargy  that  mud  ^nd  in  his 
•*  inevitable  ruin.*'  Steele  received  the  letter  with  his  wonted 
compofure  and  gaiety,  met  his  friend*  a&  ufual,  and  the-friend/hip 
fubfilled  to  the  efid  of  Addifon's  life,  witji  a  few  little  bickerings 
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certain  vanity  in  dating  from  this  little  covert, 
where  I  have  frequently  had  the  honour  of  your 
Lordihip's  company,  and  received  from  you 
very  many  obligations.  The  elegant  folitude 
of  this  place,  and  the  greateft  pleafures  of  it,  I 
owe  to  its  being  fo  near  thofe  beautiful  manors 
wherein  you  fometimes  refide.  It  is  not  retiring 
from  the  world,  but  enjoying  its  moft  valuable 
'bleffings^  when  a  man  is  permitted  to  ftiare  in 
your  Lordihip's  converfations  in  the  country. 
All  the  bright  images  which  the  Wits  of  paft 
ages  have  left  behind  them  in  their  writings,  the 
noble  plans  which  the  greateft  Statefmen  have 
laid  down  for  adminiftration  of  affairs,  are  equally 
the  familiar  obje&s  of  your  knowledge.  But 
what  is  peculiar  to  your  Lordfliip  above  all  the 
illuftrious  perfonages  that  have  appeared  in  any' 
age,  is,  that  wit  and  learning  have  from  your 
example  fallen  into  a  new  aera  **  Your  patron- 
age 

[fayt  I>r«  Bircb]  9u  economical  octafionz*  AddifoUf  ic  feeint» 
dctit  tc  this  ctme  with  his  friend^  as  he  did  tftewards  with  his  fa* 
vourite»  Sir  Roger  de  Coverley,  whom  he  deliberately  killed,  thro' 
fear  that  fomebody  might  murder  him.  But  this  is  not  the  plaee 
to  enter  farther  into  the  particulars,  or  the  difcuflion  of  this  ftorf  , 
&c«  It  is  only  neceiTary  to  fay  here,  that  it  makes  part  of  a  ]et« 
tcr  to  Mr.  Oarrick,  from  a  man  of  reputed  veracity »  who  pro* 
feffes  that  he  had  his  relation  firft  from  the  celebrated  a£bor  Mr. 
Wilks,  and  afterwards  a  full  confitmatibn  of  it  fi'om  Steele's  owa 
^lipSy  who>  it  is  faid,  always  confidered  this  (lep  at  meant  by  his 
friend  •'  t6  do  him  fcrvicc/'  Viftor's  "  Grig.  Letters,  fa.* 
1776,  vol.  I.  p.  3t8  and  349.  See  Letter  LIX.  p.  ^%  and  Letter 
LXV.  p.  46. 
^  ''  Of  him/'  fays  Dr.  Johnfon,  <<  who  from  a  poet  became  a 
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age  has  produced  thofe  arts^  which  before  fhun* 
ned  the  commerce  of  the  world,  into  the  fervice 

of 

**  patron  of  poets,  it  will  be  readily  believed  that  the  worka  would 
**  not  mifs  of  celebratioD.  Addifon  began  to  praife  him  earlyy 
**  and  was  foUowed  or  accompanied  by  other  poets  j  perhaps  by 
**  almoft  all  except  Swift  and  Pope,  who  JForbore  (0 'flatter  him  in 
"  his  life,  and  after  his  death  fpoke  of  him^  Swift  with  flight 
cenfure,  and  Pope,  in  the  chara&er  of  Bufo  with  acrimonioat 
contempt.  Hr  was,  as  Pope  fays,  feJ  njoiib  dedications ;  for 
'^Tickell  affirms,  that  no  dedicator  was  unrewarded.  Many 
**  a  blandiihment  was  pra^fed  upon  Halifax,  which  he  would. ne- 
**  ver  have  known  had  he  had  no  other  at;!tra£lions  than  thofe  of  his 
^*  poetry,  of  which  a  fliort  time  has  withered  the  beauties.  It 
^  ^lirould  now  be  efleemed  no  honour,  by  a  contributor  to  the 
"  monthly  bundles  of  verfes,  to  be  told  that,  in  flratns  either  fa- 
**.  miliar  or  folemn,  he  (ings  like  Montague."  Dr.  Johnfon's 
**  Lives  of  Engl iih  Poets,"  vol.  11.  p.  198,  &c.  ed.  8vo.  .1781. 

The  charafler  of  Halifax,  however,  is  not  to  be  eftimated  by 
his  verfes  only.  His  Lordlhip's  great  good-nature  and  mode- 
ration, his  diflinguiihed  eminence  and  ufefulnefs  as  a  (tatefman, 
his  fignal  proficiency  in  literature  and  ta(le,.  his  general  patron- 
age of  men  of  wit  and  letters,  and  his  marked  attention  to  (ci« 
.  ence,  which  is  a  plant  that  cannot  thrive,  even  in'  the  apt  foil  of 
£rigland,  without  watering,  diefervedly  entitled  him  to  the 
];>raifes  of  fcholars,  which  are  not  always  given  with  nice  judge- 
ment, or  in  due  proportion  $  and,  in  a  way  not  difhonourable  to 
the  givers  of  the  receivers,  account  fufficiently  for  what  Dr. 
Johnfon  calls  ''  the  bland ilhrhents  that  were  pra6lifed  upon  Ha- 
*'  lifax."  Mr.  Stepney,  himfelf  no  bad  poet,  bequeathed  "  to 
*'  prior  50  pounds,  and  to  Lbrd  Halifax  a  golden  cup  and  100 
**  tomes  of  his  library."  This  nobleman,  to  his  great  honour,  was^ 
to  the  end  of  his  life,  peculiarly  kind  and  fenrtceable  to  Steele, 
^ho  was  of  congenial  political  principles,  and  lived  long  with 
tiim  in  habits  of  familiarity  and  friendlhip.  If  the  accompliih- 
tnents  of  Lord  Halifax  had  even  been  fewer,  and  his  merit  lefs< 
than  the  generality  of  his  contemporary  writers  lead  ua  to  be- 
lieve, our  aulhor^s  account  of  him  claims  particular  regard  and 
tredit.  Steele,  who  knew  him  well,  had  a  penetrating  undcr<- 
Aanding,  and  an  Independent  Q>irit.  His  pen  was  always  ready 
at  ttit  fervice  of  his  friends  and  his  party,  but  it  was  always 
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of  life ;  and  it  is  to  you  we  owe,  that  the  man 
of  wit  has  turned  himfelf  to  be  a  man  of  bufinefs« 
The  falfe  delicacy  of  men  of  genius,  and  the  ob* 
je^ions  which  others  were  apt  toiniinuate  againft 
their  abilities  for  entering  into  affairs,  have 
equally  vanilhed  :  and  experience  has.lhewn, 
that  men  of  letters  are  not  only  qualified  with  a 
greater  capacity,  but.  alfo  z  greater  integrity  in 
the  difpatch  of  bufinefs*.  Your  own  ftudies 
liave  been  diverted  from  being  the  higheft  orna- 
ment, to  the  higheft  ufe  to  mankind ;  and  the 
capacities  which  would  have  rendered  you  the 
greateft  poet  of  your  age,  have,  to  the  advantage 
of  Great  Britain,   been  employed   in  purfuits 

guided  by  a  ftri£fc  regard  to  truth,  and  a  nice  fenfe  of  honour  ^ 
and  though  gratitude,  dr  friendfhip,  might  induce  him  to  lavi(b, 
nothing  could  haye  fwayed  him  to  proftitute,  praife.  Thefe 
confideratioDS  are  furely  fufHcient  to  exempt  what  is  faid 
here,  and  in  Letter  CCCCII.  from  the  imputation  of  intea- 
tional  flattery,  and  to  furnifh,  fo  far  as  Steele's  teQimony  goes, 
a  ftrong  prefumption,  if  not  a  decifive  proof,  in  favour  of  Lord 
Halifax.  To  the  lafl  mentioned  letter,  and  the  note  upon  it, 
the  reader  is  referred  for  a  more  particular  account  of  this  ami- 
able and  refpeftable  nobleman.  See  alfo  Theobald's  account  of 
oi  him,  fooQ  after  his  LordOiip's  death,  which  was  caufed  by  an 
inflammation  in  his  lungs.  May  19,  1715.  "  C^nfor,"  vol,  I. 
N°  28,  pp.  i97i  19S,  &c. 

*  Apparently  an  intended  compliment  to  fcvcral  of  Steele's 
friends,  ind  particularly  to  Addifon,  who,  though  be  never  re- 
mitted the  fees  of  his  office,  never  would  accept  ^f  any  more  thaa 
was  Aated  and  cudomary.  A  remarkable  inflance  of  this  integritj 
was,  his  refufaf  of  a  bank  note  of  300!.  and  afterwards  of  a  dia- 
niond  rii>g  of  the  fame  value,  from  a  Major  Dunbar,  afccn^incd 
by  an  original  letter  of  Addifon  himfelf,  for  which  the  publick 
were  originally  indebted  to  th^  publications  of  Edmond  Curll. 

which 
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<vhich  have  made  you  the  moft  able  and  unbi- 
affed  patriot*  A  vigorous  imagination,  an  ex- 
tenfive  apprehenfion,  and  a  ready  judgement, 
have  diftinguilhed  you  in  all  the  illuftrious  parts 
of  adminiftration,  in  a  reign  attended  with  fuch 
difficulties,  that  the  fame  talents,  without  the 
fame  quicknefs  in  the  poflcflion  of  them,  would 
have  been  incapable  of  conquering.  The  natural 
fuccefs  of  fuch  abilities,  has  advanced  you  to  a 
feat  in  that  illuftriou§  houfe*,  where  you  were 
received  by  a  crowd  of  your  relations.  Great  ad 
you  are  in  your  honours,  and  perfonal  qualities, 
I  know  you  will  forgive  an  humble  neighbour 
the  vanity  of  pretending  to  a  place  in  your 
frienfdlhip,  and  fubfcrlbing  himfelf,  my  Lord,- 
your  Lordlhip'S  liioft  obliged,  and  moft  de- 
voted fervant,  Richard  Steele, 
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* 

To  Mr.  Pope. 

Sir,  July  26,  1711. 

I  WROTE  to  you  the  other  day,  and  hope, 
you  have  received  my  letter.  This  is  for  the 
fame  end,  to  know  whether  you  are  at  leifure  to 
help  Mr.  Clayton  *f ,  that  is,  me^  to  fomc  words 
for  mufick  againft  winter. 

^  He  was  made  a  peer  in  1700., 

f  In  the  Spectator,  N®  258,  Dec.  26,  1711,  is  a  letter^ 
figned,  '*  Thomas  Claytpn,  Nicoirino  Haym>  and  Charles  Dieu- 
**  part,**  announcing  the  plan  of  their  intended  concerts  in  York- 
b;Uildings,  and  the  terms  of  the  fubfcription. 
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Your  anfwer  to  me  at  WilPj  will  be  a  great 
favour  to^  Sir,  your  moft  obedient,  humble 
fervant,  Richard  Steele^ 


LETTER     CCCXCVI, 

To  Mr.  Hughes. 

Deab.  Sir,  i7iz« 

MR.  CLAYTON  ^nd  I  defire  you,  as  fooix 
as  you  can  conveniently,  to  alter  this 
,poem  *  for  mufic,  preferving  as  many  ot  Dry- 
den's  words  and  verfes  a3  you  csin.  It  is  to  be 
performed  by  a  voice  well'  ikilled  in  recitative  5 
but  you  underftand  all  thefe  matters  much  bet- 
ter than  your  affe£tiongte  humble  fervant^ 

Richard  Steele^ 

*  **  Alexander's  Fetft,  or  the  Power  of  Moiic,  an  Ode  for  St^ 
*^  Cecilia's  Day."  Agreeably  to  this  re^ueft^  Mr.  Hughes  made 
feveral  alterations  in  that  adrpired  ode.  See  his  **  Poems/'  voU 
II.  p.  71.  But  what  hitf  opinion  was  of  the  qiufic  both  of  thu 
an^^  ".  Sappho'^  Ode  by  Philips,"  will  appear  from  the  foyow- 
ing  letter.  The  honour  of  doing  juftice  to  Dryden,  as  well  as  to 
Mtiton,  was  referved  for  Handel,  who  composed  *'  Alexander's 
**  Feaft**  in  1736.—"  It  is  to  be  Regretted/'  fays  Dr.  Wartoo,  in 
l^if  *  ElTay  on  Pope/  \*  that  Mr.  Handel  ha^  not  {ct  to  muGq 
«  Pope's  *  Ode'  as  well  as  Dryden's."  But  (bould  it  not  be  ob- 
farvedy  that  that  enceiknt  poet,  as  well  as  >ttdge  of  mudc,  Mr. 
Hughes,  was  the  firft  who  inhered  '<  Alexander's  Feaft"  fo^ 
mu^c?  "  Monthly  Review,"  vol.  XIV.  p.  549.— This  "bote  is 
from  Mr.  buncombe's  colledion  of  '**  Letters  by  feveral  einicent 
¥  Pcrfons  deGea(ed|  ic."  vol.  I.  p.  65. 
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Mr.  HU6H£S  tQ  Mr.   ST££tE 

Dear  Sir,  [iTJ*)» 

SINCE  you  have  alked  my  opinion  about 
the  mufic,  I  take  it  for  granted  you  would 
have  me  give  it  you ;  and  therefore  I  will  ihew 
how  faithfully  I  intend  always  to  obey  you,  in 
doing  it  with  a  freedom,  which  1  would  be  loth 
to  ufe  to  one  for  whom  I  bad  lels  friendihip, 
and  in  whofe  candour  and  integrity  I  did  not 
(hink  myfdf  fafe. 

i  ftall  therefore,  without  taking  any  hints 
from  others,  juft  give  you  fome  few  obfcrva* 
tiotis  which  have  occurred  to  me  a9  well  as  I 
could  judge  upon  the  iirft  hearing. 

That  which  feems  to  me  to  ftrike  moft  are 
the  prelude-bafes,  fome  of  which  are  very  well 
fancied ;  but  I  am  afraid  they  are  in  themfelves 
too  long,  efpecially  when  repeated ;  for  pre^ 
lude-bafes  are  only  to  begin  the  fufayed  of  the 
air,  and  do  not  (hew  any  conlpofition  (which 
ponfifts  in  the  union  of  parts)  fo  that,  if  they  arc 
not  artfully  worked  afterwards  with  the  voice* 
part,  they  are  no  proof  of  Ikill,  but  only  of  in- 
vention. 

The  fymphonies  in  many  places  feem  to  me 

perplexed^  and  Qot  made  to  purfue  any  fubjeA' 

or  point. 
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The  laft  air  of  Sappho  begins  too  chearfulljr 
for  tlic  fenfe  of  the  words.  As  well  as  I  can 
'  gqefs,  without  feeing  the  fcore,  it  is  in  D  fljarp, 
from  which  it  varies  (in  another  movement  of 
tioie)  into  B  flat  3d,  and  fo  ends,  without  re- 
turning to  th^  fame  key  either  flat  or  fliarp., 
This  being  one  continued  air  (though  4n  two 
movements  of  time),  let  fpiue  mafter  be  a,lked, 
Wherbet  it  is  allowable  (I  am  fure  it  is  not 
.  ufual)  to  begin  an  air  in  one  key  iharp,  and  end 
it  in  a  diflercnt  key  flat  ? .  For  though  the  paf- 
ikge  ia  natural,  the  clofing  fp  i$,  X  belieye,  al- 
ways difallowed. 

The  oYerture  of  Alexander  ought  to  be  great 
and  rtoble;  inftead  of  which,  1  find  only  a. 
Jiurry  of  the  iaftruments,  not  proper  (in  my 
poor  opinion),  and  without  any  defign,  or  fugue^ 
and,  I  am  afraid^  perplexed  and  irregular  in 
%he  compofition,  ^s  far  as  1  'have  any  ideas  or 
experience.    Enquire  this  of  better  judgements* 

The  duet  of  Bacchus  is  chearful,.and  has  a 
good  effed ;  but  that  beginning  **  Cupid,  Phoe« 
"  bus,*'  &c.  I  cannot  think  fhews  any  art,  and 
is,  in  effett,  no  more  than  a  fingle  air.  Nothing 
lliews  both  genius  and  learning  more  than  this 
fort  of  compofition,  the  chief  beauty  of  which 
confiils  in  giving  each  voiqe  dijfTerent  points, 
and  making  thofe  points  work  together,  and 
interchange  regularly  and  furprifingly,  or  one 
point  following  itfclf  in  bpth  the  voices,  in  a 

kind 
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kind  of  canon,  as  it  is  called.  Thefe  artful 
neffes,  when  well  executed,  give  infinite  delight 
to  the  ear  ;  but  that  which  I  have  mentioned  is 
not  formed  after  thofe  defigns,  but  where  the 
voices  join,  they  move  exaftly  tog'ether  iq 
plain  counterpoint,  which  Ihews  little  more  thai^ 
a  fingle  air. 

I  think  the  words  in  general  naturally  enough 
cxpreffed,  and,  in  fbme  places,  pathetically ; 
but,  becaufe  you  feem  to  think  this  the  whol«^ 
.  myftery  of  fetting,  I  take  this  opportunity  ta 
alfure  you,  that  it  is  as  poffible  to  exprcfs  word$ 
naturally  and  pathetically  in  very  faulty  compo* 
fition,  as  it  is  to  hit  a  likenefs  in  a  bad  pidturc« 
If  the  mufic  in  fcore,  without  the  words,  doe$ 
not  prove  itfelf  by  the  rules  of  compofition, 
which  relates  to  the  harmony  and  motion  of 
different  notes  at  the  fame  time,  the  notes  in 
the  finging  parts  will  not  fufEce,  though  they, 
exprefs  the  words  ever  fo  naturally.  This  !s 
properly  the  art  of  compofition,  in  which  there 
is  room  to  fliew  admirable  ikill,,  abftrac^ed  from 
the  words;  and  in  which  the  rules  for  the  union 
of  founds  are  a  kind  of  fyntaxis,  from  which  no 
one  is  allowed  to  err.  I  do  not  apply  this  laffc 
particular  to  any  thing,  but  only  to  give  you  a 
general  idea  of  what  is  compofition.  Yet,  upoi\ 
the  whole,  ^s  far  ^s  I  am  able  to  judge,  the 
mufic  of  Sappho  and  Alexander,  though  in  feme 
places  agreeable,  will  not  pleafe  mailers. 

Having 
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'  Having  thus  given  you  my  thoughts  freely 
Aod  impartially  (^in  which  perhaps  I  may  bq 
miftaken)  I  will  truft  your  good  fenfe  for  the 
ufe  that  may  be  made  of  this ;  and  I  beg  it  may 
not  prejudice  me  with  Mr.  Clayton  or  yourfelf, 
and  that  you  will  not  let  him  know  of  this,  but 
only  inform  yourfelf  farther  from  others^  oi>  tbo 
hints  here  given, 

I  ihould  ftqtj  you  may  be  fure,  giv«  you  or 
myfelf  this  trou1;)le9  but  that  I  do  not  know 
how  far  it  may  concern  your  intereft  to  bo 
rightly  informed,  which  is  th^  only  regard  I 
have  in  ibcwmg  you  this  way  ];^pw  much  I  am. 
Sir,  yours^  &c.  .  John  ^ughes« 
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To  the  Spectator*. 

Aug.  2,  lyn, 
WENT  this  evening  to  vifit  a  friend,  with 
a  deiign  to  railly  kim^  upon  a  ilory  I  had 

bear4 


*  Tbiscxtraa  from  the  Spcaator,  N<>CXXXin.  is  feleacd^ 
^  to  do  juflice  to  tlie  memory  oi  z  friend  of  Steele,  whofe  kindoefs 
he  acknowledges  in  feveral  palTages  of  the  precediog  letters  (fee 
pp.  519  54»  55,  &c.).  On  good  authority  it  may  be  now  told» 
that  the  chara^er  here  fo  afieAionately  drawn,  is  that  of  Stephen 
Clay,  efq.  This  gentleman  was  the  fon  and  heir  oF  Edmund 
C)ay»  a  haberda(her  io  London  t  was  admitted  of  the  honourable 
Society  of  the  Inner  Temple,  Nov.  16,  1693,  and  called  to  the 
Bar,  Nov.  24,  1700. 

Great  pains  have  been  taken  to  recover  feme  account  of  this 
ingenious  Lawyer ;  but  they  have  not  been  attended  with  mucli 
fucceft.    The  two  following  Ihort  poems  may  probably  incline 

the 
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heard  of  his  intending  to  Ileal  a  marriage  with- 
out the  privity  of  us  his  intimate  friends  and  ac* 
quaintance.     I  came  into  his  apartment  with 

the  reader  to  fympathize  in  the  regret  that  this  enquiry  has  not 
been  more  fruitful  of  difcoyeries  : 

The  Maid's  Complaint  ;  a  Bono,  by  Stepbcn  Clay,  Efq. 

CuAom,  alas !  does  paitial  prove. 

Nor  gives  us  even  meafure ; 
A  pain  to  maids  it  is  to  love. 

But  'tis  to  men  a  pleafure. 

They  freely  can  their  thoughts  expl^j 

But  ours  muft  burn  within  i 
We  have  got  eyes  and  tongues  in  vainj 

And  truth  from  us  is  fin.  , 

Men  to  new  joys  and  conquers  ^| 
And  yet  no  hazards  run  -, 
.  Poor  we  are  left  if  we  deny* 
And  if  we  yield,  undone. 

Jhen  equal  laws  let  cuftom  find. 

Nor  thus  the  fex  opprcfs ; 
More  freedom  give  to  womankind. 

Or  give  to  manlund  lefs. 

$otro,   in   Imitation  of  an  Ode  of  Houacb   to   Baxivs. 

By  Stephen  Clay,  Efq. 

Oh!  that  I  could  one  blemiih  find. 

To  moderate  my  pain! 
On  that  alone  I'd  fix  vfy  mind. 

And  you  (hall  ch^rm  in  vain. 

J  ran  thy  face  and  body  o'er. 

But  thou  art  lovely  there ; 
Thy  fpeechy  thy  mind,  I  did  explore, 

Thou  'ft  lovely  every'  where. 

^Through  all  mankind  you  fpread  defires. 

Old  age  no  freedom  knows ; 
And  as  each  youth  to  man  afpires, 

Yoiu-  empire  larger. grows. 

But  all  that 's  female  you  mufl  ihun, 

Their  envy  fooths  your  pride. 
You  rob  the  mother  of  her  fon,^ 

And  of  her  fpoufe  the  bride. 

gee  Rafcommon's  Mifccllancous  Woiks,  1769,  8vo.  Part  VIII. 
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that  intimacy  which  I  have  done  for  very  many 
years,  and  walked  diredJy  into  his  bed-cham- 
ber, where  I  found  my  friend  in  the  agonies  of 
death.  What  could  I  do  ?  The  innocent  mirth 
in  my  thoughts  ftruck  upon  me  like  the'  moft 
flagitipus  wickednefe  :  I  in  vain  called  upon 
him ;  he  was  fenfelefs,  and  too  far  fpent  to  have 
the  leaft  knowledge  of  my  forrow,  or  any  pain 
in  himfelf.  Give  me  leave  then  to  tranfcribe 
my  foliloquy,  as  I  ftood  by  his  mother,  dumb 
with  the  weight  of  grief  for  a  fon  who  was- her 
honour,  and  her  comfort,  and  never  till  that 
hour,  fince  his*  birth,  had  been  an  occafion  of  a 
moment's  forrow  to  her. 

,  **  How  furprifing  is  this  change  !  from  the 
poffefEon  of  vigorous  life  and  ftrength,  to  be 
reduced  in  a  few  hours  to  this  fatal  extremity  ! 
Thofe  lips,  which  look  fo  pale  and  livid, 
within  thefe  few  days  gave  delight  to  all  who 
heard  their  utterance  !  It  was  the  bufinefs,  the 
purpofe  of  his  being,  next  to  obeying  him  (to 
whom  he  is  going),  tapleafe  and  inftruft,  and 
that  for  no  other  end  but  to  pleafe  and  in- 
ftruft.  Kindnefs  was  the  motive  of  his  ac- 
tions, and,  with  all  the  capacity  requifite  for 
making  a  figure  in  a  contentious  world,  mo- 
deration, good-nature,  affability,  temperance, 
and  chaftity,  were  the  arts  of  his  excellent 
life.  There  as  he  lies  in  helplefs  agopy,  no 
wife  man,  who  knew  him  fo  well  as  I,  but 

/*  would 
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would  refign  all  the  world  can  beftow  to  be  fo 
*'  near  the  end  of  fuch  a  life.  Why  does  my 
'*  heart  fo  little  obey  my  reafon  as  to  lament 
**  thee,  thoy  excellent  man ! — Heaven  receive 
him,  or  reftore  him  ! — Thy  beloVed  mother, 
thy  obliged  friends,  thy  helplefs  fervants, 
^*  ftand  around  thee  without  diftindtion.  How 
"  much  wouldft  thou,  hadft  thou  thy  fenfes, 
*^  fay  to  each  of  us  ! 

"  But  now  that  good  heart  burfts,  and  he  is 
'\  at  reft !  With  that  breath  expired  a  foul  who 
"  never  indulged  a  paflaon  unfit  for  the  pl^ce  he 
**  is  gone  to  !  Where  are  now  thy  plans  of  juf- 
"  tice,  of  truth,  of  honour  ?   of  what  ufe  the 
"  volumes  thou  haft  collated,    the  arguments 
**  thou  haft  invented,  the  examples  thoit  haft 
*^  followed  ?  Poor  were  the  expecftations  of  the 
**  ftudious,  the  modeft,  and  the  good,   if  the 
**  reward  of  their  labours  were  only  to  be  cx« 
pefted.from  man.     No,  my  friend,  thy  in- 
tended pleadings,  thy  intended  good  offices 
**  to  thy  friends,  thy  intended  fervices  to  thy 
,  "country,    are  already  performed  (as  to  thy 
"  concern  in  them)  in  his  fight  before  whom  the 
**  paft,  prefent,  and  future,  appear  at  one  view, 
**  While  others  with  thy  talents  were  tormented 
**  with  ambition,  with  vain  glory,  with  envy, 
^  l^'  with  emulation,  how  well  didft  thou  turn  thy 
•^  mind  to  its  own  improvement  in  things  out 
*«  of  the  power  of  fortune,  in  probity,  in  inte- 
7  ^*g"ty. 


it 
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grity,  in  the  pradice  and  (ludy  of  juftice,  ho«^ 
filent  thy  paflage,  how  private  thy  journey, 
**  how  gtortbus  thy  end !  Many  have  I  known 
**  more  famous  ^^  fome  more  knowings  not  one  fa 
"  inn$ceni^** 


■    fill 


LETTER    CqCXCI3i. 
To  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

My  Lord,  Jan.  i,  1711-1^4 

IT  was  with  the  utmoft  confternation  I,  this 
dky,  heard  your  Grace  had  received  a  dif* 
liiifEon  from  all  your  employments  *  :  and  kit 
you  fhould,  out  of  the  foftnefs  which  is  infepa- 
rable  from  natures  truly  heroic,  believe  this  3I 
diminution  of  your  glory,  I  fake  the  liberty 
to  exprefs  to  you,  ad  well  ^i  I  can,  the  fcnfe 
which  mankind  has  of  your  Tue'rit. 

That  great  genius  with  which  God  has  en- 
dowed yoUj  was  raifed  by  Him,  to  give  the 
firft  notion,    that  the  enemy  was  to  be  con- 

♦"  "  On  the  30th  of  December,  the  Quetn  declared  in  rounctf, 
"  that  her  Majefly  being  acquainted,  that  ao  information  agaiifft 
^  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  was  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  ,Con%» 
*'  mons,  by  the  commillioners  of  the  public  accounts ;  her  Ma- 
^*  jelly  thought  fit  to  difmifs  him  from  all  employments,  that  tha^ 
**  matter  might  take  an  impartial  examination  ^  and  the  next  da^ 
**  het  Ma)efty  feot  bis  Grace  a  letter,  written  with  her  own  hand, 
"  (ignifying  h^^r  royal  pleafure  to  refume  ail  the  eroployments  (^ 
^*  had  iatrulted  him  wish.*'    IMt  of  Q^eca  Anne,  p*  415* 

quere4s 
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quered  :  till  ypu  were  placed  at  the  head  of  ar*. 
miesj  the  Confederates  Teemed  contented  to  ihew 
France  that  (he  could  not  overcome  Europe ; 
but  it  entered  not  into  the  heart  of  man,  that 
the  reft  of  Europe  could  conquer  France.  When 
1  have  faid  this,  my  Lord,  there  arife  in  my 
foul  fo  rpany  inftances  of  your  having  been  the 
miniftering  angel  in  the  caufe  of  Liberty^  that 
my  heart  flags,  as  if  it  expected  the  laih  of  Sla- 
very, when  the  fword  is  taken  out  of  his  hand 
who  defended  me  and  all  men  from  it.  Believe 
me.  Immortal  Sir,  you  have  a  llighter  Ibfs  in 
this  change  of  your  condition  than  any  other 
man  in  England.  Your  actions  have  exalted 
you  to  be  the  chief  of  your  fpecies ;  and  a  con- 
tinued chain  of  fuccefles,  refulting  from  wife 
counfels,  have  denominated  you  the  firft  of 
mankind  in  the  age  which  was  bleiTed  with 
your  birth.  Enjoy  what  it  is  not  in  the  power 
of 'fate  itfelf  to  take  from  you,  the  memory  of 
your  pail  a(^ons.  Paft  adtions  make  up  pre- 
lent  glory.  It  is  in  the  power  of  mortals  to  be 
thanklefs  to  you  for  doing  them;  but  it  is  not 
in  their  power  to  take  from  you  that  you  have 
dotie  them.  It  is  in  the  power  of  man  to  make 
your  fervices  incffedual  in  confequences  to  your 
country ;  but  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  make 
them  inglorious  to  yourfelf.  Be  not  therefbie 
you  concerned  $  but  let  us  lament,  who  may^ 
fuffer  by  your  removal.  Your  glory  is  aug- 
mented 
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mented  by  comparifon  of  your  merit  to  the  re- 
ward it  meets  with :  but  the  honour  of  your 
country — 

It  is  as  impoffible  to  do  you  diihonour,  as  to 
recall  yefterday ;  your  charader  is  indelible  in 
the  book  of  fame :  and  though,  after  a  few  tur^ 
bulent  years,  it  will  be  faid  of  us,  the  reft  of 
mankind,  "  they  were  ;"  it  will  be  to  the  end  of 
tim9  faid,  **  Marlborough  is/'  My  Lord,  you 
are  pofteffed  of  all  the  Englilh  glory  of  the  whole 
age  in  which  you  live;  and  all  who  Ihall  be 
tranfmitted  to  pofterity,  muft  pafs  down  only 
memorable,  as  they  have  exerted  themfelves  in 
concert  with  you,  or  againft  you,  with  cndlefs 
honour  as  your  friends,  infamy  as  your  ene* 
mies.  The  brighteft  circumftance  that  can  be 
related  of  the  Queen  herfelf  will  be,  it  was  fhe 
for  whom  Marlborough  conquered.  Since  it 
is  thus,  my  Lord,  if  even  the  glorious  edifice 
which  your  country  decreed  Ihould  be  ereded 
to  perpjetuate  your  memory,  ftand  unfinifhed, 
let  it  ftand  fo  a  monument  of  the  inftability  of 
human  affairs;  Your  glory  is  not  changed  be- 
caufe  the  reft  of  mankind  are  changeable,  it 
is  not  your  fault  that  other  generals  have  re- 
ceived a  greater  reward  for  efcaping  your  va- 
lour, than  you  have  for  making  them  fly  be- 
fore it. 

Had  it  pleafed  God  that  we  had  loft  you  by 
your  mortality,  the  grcatcft  man  next  to  you 

would 
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tvouid  have  bul  Hie  mkigfttioD  of  bis  inferior 
defert^  that  the  iiimc  age  could  QOt  produce 
fuch  another  :  but  bow  will  he  do  to  avert  the 
tyts  of  all  mailkindy  upon  all  e^igcncies^  from 
looking  towards  you  yet  living  ? 

My  noble  Lord,  be  convinced  that  you  can^ 
nut  be  difgraced ;  that  your  fiand  in  hucpan  life 
is  immutable ;  that  your  glory  is  as  }mpaf]5ive  aa 
the  fame  of  him  who  died  a  thoufand  years  ago. 
Whence  is  it  that  we  thus  love  you,  that  we 
thus  honour  you  ?  It  is  from  the  very,  qualities 
which  lay  you  open  to  the  aflaults  of  your  ene* 
mies«  That  fweet  complacency,  that  admirable 
fpirit,  which  is  fo  tempered  for  the  arts  of 
common  life,  makes  us  lofe  our  wonder  in  love* 
Is  that  amiable  man^  with  that  eafy  geflure, 
that  gentle,  befeeching  mien,  the  man  terrible 
in  battle,  the  fcourge  of  tyrants  I  My  Lord 
Marlborough,  do  not  think  there  are  not  men 
who  can  fee  your  feveral  accompliihments,  your 
excellencies^  that  expofe  you  to  the  poffibility 
of  bebg  iU-.trcated.  We  underftand  you  too 
well  not  to  fee,  and  to  thank  you,  that  you  come 
home,  as  if  you  had  never  heard  the  acclama* 
tions  of  the  univerfe ;  that  your  modefty  and 
refignation  haye  made  your  tranfcendent,  your 
heroic,  your  god-like  virtue,  capable  of  being 
blended  in  fociety  with  other  me».  And,  my 
Lord,  do  you  think  we  can  let  that  virtue  be 
dangerous  to  you,  which  only  makes  your  othec 

Y  qualities 
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qualities  not  dangerous  to  us  ?  Accept,  O  fami- 
liar, O  amiable,  O  glorious  man,  the  thanks  of 
every  generous,  every  honeft  man,  in  Great- 
Britain.  Go  on  in  your  eafy  mien  of  life,  be 
contented  we  fee  you,  we  admire  you,  we  love 
you  the  more.  While  you  are,  what  you  can- 
not ceafe  to  be,  that  mild  virtue  is  your  ar- 
mour ;  the  ^amelefs  rufEan  that  ihould  attempt 
tp  fully  it,  would  find  his  force  againft  it  as  de- 
teftable  as  the  ftrength  of  a  ravilher  in  the  vio- 
lation of  chaftity,  the  teftimonies  of  a  perjured 
man  confronting  truth,  or  clamour  drowning 
the  voice  of  innocence.  I  am,  my  Lord,  your 
grateful  fellow-fubjeft,  and  faithful  friend, 

Scoto-Britannus  *• 


LETTER    CCCCf. 
To  Lord  SoMERs  J, 

My  Lord,  [1711-12]. 

I  SHOULD  not  aft  the  part  of  an  impartial 
Spedtator,  if  I  dedicated  the  following  pa- 
pers to  one  who  is  not  of  the  xnoft  confummate 
and  molt  acknowledged  merit. 

^  Should  it  be  faid,  this  is  a  name  which  Steele  was  not  likely 
to  have  adopted ;  let  it  be  remembered,  that  he  publilhed  the  let- 
ter as  his  own  in  his  ^  Political  Writings." 

t  Prefixed  to  the  firft  volume  of  "  The  Spefkator." 
.    J  This  diftinguiflied  Lawyer  was  born  at  Worceftcr  in  165a. 
He  was  firft  taken  notice  of  at  the  trial  of  the  Seven  Biibops»  for 
whom  he  was  one  of  the  counfel.    See  p.  324. 

None 
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None  but  a  perfon  of  a  finilhed  charafter  can 
be  the  proper  patron  of  a  work,  which  endea- 
vours to  cultivate  and  polifli  human  life,  by 
promoting  virtue. and  knowledge,  and  by.re- 
commending  whatfoever  may  be  either  ufeful 
or  ornamental  to  fociety. 

I  know  that  the  homage  I  now  pay  you  is 
offering  a  kind  of  violence  to  one  who  is  as  fo- 
licitous  to  Ihun  applaufe,  as  he  is  afliduous  to 
deferve  it.  But,  my  Lord,  this  is  perhaps  the 
only  particular  in  which  your  prudence  will  be 
always  difappointed. 

While  juftice,  candour,  equanimity,  a  zeal  • 
for  the  good  of  your  country,  and  the  moft  per- 
fuafive  eloquence  in  bringing  over  others  to  it, 
are  valuable  diftinftions  ;  you  are  not  to  expeft 
that  the  publick  will  fo  far  comply  with  your 
inclinations,  as  to  forbear  celebrating  fuch  ex- 
traordinary qualities.  It  is  in  Vain  that  you 
have  endeavoured  to  conceal  your  fliare  of  me- 
rit in  the  many  national  fervices  which  you  have 
efFedted*  Do  what  you  will,  the  prefent  age 
will  be  talking  of  your  virtues,  though  pofte- 
rity  alone  will  do  them  juftice  *. 

Other  men  pafs  through  oppofitions  and  con- 
tending interefts  in  the  ways  of  ambition;  but 
your  great  abilities  have  been  invited  to  power, 
and  importuned  to  accept  of  advancement*  Nor 

*  Mr.  Walpolc,  for  one,  has  done  them  juftice,  iii  his  *•  Ca- 
'•  talogue  of  Royal  and  Noble  Authors." 

Y  2  h 
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is  it  (Irangc  that  this  flionid  "happen  to  your 
Lordftiip,  who  cduld  bring  into  the  fcrvice  of 
your  Sovereign  the  arts  and  policies  of  ancient 
Greece  and  Rome ;  as  well  as  the  moft  exad 
"knowledge  of  our  own  conftitution  in  particular, 
and  of  the  intercfts  of  Europe  in  general ;  to 
which  I  muft  aMb  add,  a  certain  dignity  in 
yourfelf,  that  (to  fay  die  leaft  of  it)  has  been 
always  equal  to  thofe  great  honours  which  have 
bieen  conferred  upon  you. 

It  is  very  well  known  how  much  the  Church 
owed  to  you,  in  the  moft  dangerous  day  *  it  ever 

faiv, 

*  This  «^  dangerous  daywas  June  19,  1688,  the  very  day 
on  which  the  Seven  Bilhop8>  who  had  been  committed  to  the 
"^Towcr  by  thtt  wicked  chancellory  Jeflferys,  for  mo^eHly  peti- 
tioning King  James  II;  to  excufe  them  from  reading  his  decla- 
ration of  his- di^efi/itig  power  in  matters  of  religion,  were  tried 
vin  Weftminller>hal!,  and  acquitted,  to  the  univerfal  joy  of  the 
nation,    la  thts  famous  trial,  our  Author's  patron,  then  only 

[  Mr.  Soiners,  wasQne  pf  the  learned  counfel  for  the  biihops,  and, 
for  his  noble  defence  of  thofe  prelates,  who  were  then  general- 
-ly  ftyltd  thtfeviH  goUefi  cdmilejlieks,  he  was,  by  King  William, 
made  Solicitor-general,  May  7,  16S9 ;  then  Attorney  •general. 
May  tf  i69»,  and  knighted  ;  and  Lord  Keeper^  ^^93*  April 
»,  i&^Tt  he  was  created  Lord  Somers,,  Baron  of  £ve&am,  and 
made  Lord  Chancellor  of  England  j  from  which  poft  he  was 
removed  in  1700,  and  in  1701  impeached  by  the  Commons,, 
but  acquitted  on  his  trial  by  the  Lords.  He  then  retired  to  his 
iludies,  and  was  chofen  Prefident  of  the  Royal  Society.  Id 
1704,  he  proje6led  the  Union.  In  170?,  Qgeen  Anne  made 
him  Lord  Prefident  of  the  Privy  Council  s  but,  on  the  change 

.  of  her  miniflry  in  17 10,  he  was  alfo  difplaced.  Towards  the 
latter  ietid  of  the  Qijecn's  reign  he  grew  very  infirm }  which 
probably  was  the  reafon  why  he  had  no  other  pod  than  a  feat 
at  the  council-table  at  the  acccifion  of  King  George  I.  He  died 
of  an  apople£lic  kt,  April  26,  i7&^»  afier  having  for  (bme  time 

un  fortunate  W 
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faw,  that  of  the  arraignment  of  its  prelates  i 
and  how  far  the  civil  power,  ih  the  late  and 
prefent  reign^  has  been  indebted  to  your  coun« 
fels  and  wifdom. 

But  to  enumerate  the  great  advatitages,  which 
the  publick  has  received  from  your  adminiftra* 
tion,  would  be  a  more  proper  work  for  an  hif« 
tory,  than  for  an  addrefs  of  this  nature. 

Your  Lordihip  appears  as  great  in  your  pri^ 
vate,  life,  as  in  the  moil  important  offices  which 
you  have  borne.  I  would,  therefore,  rather 
jchoofe  to  fpeak  of  the  pleafure  you  afford  aU 
who  are  admitted  into  your  converfation,  of 
your  elegant  tafie  in  all  the  polite  parts  of 
learning,  of  your  great  humanity  and  compU- 
^ency  of  manners,  and  of  the  furprifing  influ- 
/cnce  which  is  peculiar  to  you  in  making  every 
-one  who  converfes  with  your  Lordihip  prefer 
,  you  to  himfelf,  without  thinking  the  Icfs  meanly 
of  his  own  talents.  But  if  I  Ihould  take  notice 
jof  all  that  might  be  obferved  in  your  Lordihip, 
I  ihould  have  nothing  new  to  fay  upon  any 
other  charadler  of  diitin&ion.  I  am,  my  Lord,  ' 
your  Lordihip's  moft  devoted,  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervant.  The  Spectator. 

unfortunately  furvive4  the  powers  pf  his  underfianding.  This 
letter  of  Steele  gives  a  lively  fketch  of  his  character;  but  furely 
fso  man's  was  ever  better  depij£^ed  by  a  pen  than  this  nobleman's 
is  by  Mr.  Addifon  in  that  admirable  paper,  intituled,  **  The 
**  Freeholder,'*  publiihed  on  the  4th  of  May  (the  day  of  his 
Lordihip's  interment),  to  which  the  curious  are  referred.  His 
.-writings  are  too  well  known  to  need  enumeration, 

Y3  LETTER 
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L  E  T  T  E  R     CCCCI. 
To  Charles  Lord  Halifax  *. 

My  Lord, 

SIMILITUDE  of  manners  and  ftudies  i$ 
ufually  mentioned  as  one  of  the  ftrongeft 
motives  to  afFe(9:ion  and  efteem ;  but  the  pafl^- 
onate  veneration  I  have  for  your  Lprdihip,  I 
think,  flows  from  an  acjniiration  of  qualities  in 

^  In  a  note  on  a  former  epiftle  to  this  nqblemany  p.  308,  this 
further  acccoiint  of  him  was  promifed. 

Mr.  Charles  Montague,  grandfon  to  an  Earl  of  Manchefler, 
vas  taken  much  notipe  of  at  Cambridge,  fpr  his  *'  City  a^d 
'*  Country  Moufe/'  a  fatire  on  Mr,  Dryden,     Being  brought 
to  Court  at  the  Revolution,  he  was  cpnftituted  one  of  the  Lords 
Commiflipners  of  the  Treafury,  March  z,  1691*2;  Chancellor 
pf  the  Exchequer,  in  May  1 694.    The  coin  being  exceedingly 
debafed  and  diminiihed,  he  formed  the  defign  of  calling  in  tne 
money,  and  re-coining  it,  in  1695 ;  ^hich  was  eflfefled  in  .two 
years :  to  fupply  the  immediate  want  of  ca(h,  he  proje^ed  the 
jfTuing  of  Exchequer  bills.    For  this  fervice,  he  had  the  thanks 
ef  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  1697.    He  was  next  year  appointed 
Firft  Lord  Commiffioner  of  the  Treafuryj  and,  reiigning  that 
pod  in  June  1 700,  obtained  a  grant  of  the  office  of  Auditor  of 
|he  receipt  of  the  Exchequer;  and  the  fame  year,  Dec.  13,  was 
created  Baron  Halifax.'   On  the  accelfion  of  King  George  L  he 
\va«  a  member  of  the  regency  {  was  appointed  FirA  Lord  Com- 
■piiflfionpr  of  the  Treafury,  061.  5,  1714;  created  Vifcount  Sun- 
bury  and  Earl  of  Halifax,  Oft.  15  j  and  died  May  15,  1715I— • 
f<  Addifon  has  celebrated  this  Lord  in  his  Accquqt  of  the  great- 
**  eft  Englifli  Poets.     Steele  has  drawn  his  charafter  in  the  fc- 
**  cond  volume  of  the  Speftator,  and  in  the  fourth  of  the  Tatler  5 
♦«  but  Pope,  in  the  portrait  of  Bufo,  in  the  Epiftlc  to  Arbuth- 
f  <  not,  has  returned  the  ridicule  which  his  Lordfhip,  in  conjunc* 
*'  tion  with  Prior,  had  heaped  on  Drydcn's  Hind  and  Panther.'* 
■yValpolc's  Catalogue,  vol.  II.  p.  ii6. 
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JWU,  of  which,  in  the  whole  courfe  of  thefe 
papers  *,  I  have  acknowledged  m3rfelf  incapable. 
While  I  bufy  myfelf  as  a  ftranger  upon  earth, 
and  .  can  pretend  to  no  other  than  being  a 
looker-on,  you  are  confpicuous  in  the  bufy  and 
polite  world,  both  in  the  world  of  men,  and 
that  of  letters.  While  I  am  filent  and  unob- 
ferved  in  public  meetings,  you  are  admired  by 
all  that  approach  you  as  the  life  and  genius  of 
the  converfation*  What  an  happy  conjundlion 
of  different  talents  meets  in  him  wbofc  whole 
difcourfe  is  at  once  animated  by  the  ftrength 
and  force  of  reafon,  and  adorned  with  all  the 
graces  and  embelliihments  of  wit !  When  learnr 
ing  irradiates  common  life,  it  is  then  in  its 
higheft  ufe  and  perfection ;  and  it  is  to  fuch  as 
your  Lordlhip,  that  the  fciences  owe  the  efteem 
which  they  have  with  the  aftive  part  of  man- 
kind. Knowledge  of  books  in  reclufe  men,  is 
like  that  fort  of  lantern  which  hides  him  who 
carries  it,  and  ferves  onljr  to  pafs  through  fecret 
and  gloomy  paths  of  his  own ;  but,  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  a  man  of  bufinefs,  it  is  as  a  torch  in 
the  hand  of  one  who  is  willing  and  able  to  fhew 
thofe  who  were  bewildered,  the  way  which 
leads  to  their  profperity  and  welfare.  A  gene- 
rous concern  for  your  country,  and  a  pafiion 
for  every  thing  which  is  truly  great  and  noble, 

*  This  Letter  was  /originally  prefixed  to  the  fccond  yoluroe 
of  ^<  The  Speftator." 

Y  4  are 
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arc  what  aftuate  all  your  li/e  ind  aftions  *  and  I 
hope  you  will  forgive  me  ttiat  I  have  an  ambi- 
tion this  boofc  may  be  placed  in  the  library  of 
to  good  a  judge  o^  what  is  valuable,  in  that  li- 
brary where  the  choice  is  fuch,  that  it  will  not 
be  a  difparagement  to  be  the  meaneft  apthor  in 
it.  jForgive  me,  my  Lord,  for  taking  this  oc- 
Cafion  of  telling  all  the  World  haw  ardently  I 
love  and  honour  you ;  and  that  I  am,  with  the 
utmoft  gratitude  for  all  your  favours,  my  Lord!, 
your  Lordihip's  moft  obliged,  moll  obedient, 
and  moft  humble  fervant.       The  SpsctAtoni. 


LETTER'   CCCCII. 
To  Mr.  Pope* 

Dbak  Sir,  Jan.  20,171  r-ii^  - 

I  HAVE  received  yqUr  very  kind  letfetf 
That  part  of  it  which  ilf  grounded  uppij 
your  belief  that  I  have  much  a|fedlon  ao4 
jtiendlhip  for  you,  I  receive  with  great  plea? 
fure.  That  which  acknowledges  the  honour 
done  to  your  f'Effay*"  I  have  no  preteiice  to ;  it 
was  written  by  one  whom  I  will  make  you  ac* 
quainted  with,  which  is  the  beft  return  I  cai) 
make  to  you  for  ypur  favour  to,  Sir,  your  moft 
obliged  humble  fervant^  Ricri*  Steele.  . 

*  This  relates  to  the  Spe£tator,  N^  CCLJII.  which  was 
written  by  Addifon,  and  pay$  a  haDdfonte  compliment  to  Popc'^i 
««  May  on  Criticifm."  . 

LETTER 
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L  E  T  T  B  R    CCCCIIL 
To  SA^.  I*ol>B. 
Sir,  Jutie  i,  r7ti. 

I  AM  at  n  folityde  ^'^  an  houfe  between  Hamp*  ^ 
ftead  arid  Londcmi  wherein  Sir  Gbarki 
Sedley  died-f-.  This  circutnftaiice  fefi  me  a 
thinking  and  runUhating  upon  the  etnp\oyvfytnt$ 
in  which  men  of  wit  ^xercifc  th^mfclvcs*  It 
was  faid  of  Sir  Charles,  who  breathed  his  lad 
in  this  room^ 

**  Sedlcy  has  that  prevailifig  gentle  Sirt, 

*'  Which  can  n^ith  a  refiftlefe  chariii  import 

"  The  loofeft  wifhes  to  the  chafteft  heart  5 

"  Raife  fuch  a  conflict,  kindle  fuch  a  fire 

**  Between  declining  virtue  arid  defirt^ 

•*  Till  the  poor  vanquifli'd  maid  diflblves  away, 

**  In  dreams  all  night,  ill  fighs  and  tears  all  day.'* 

This  was  an  happy  talent  to  a  man  of  the  town ; 
J^ut^    I  dare  fay»  without  prefuming  to  make 
uncharitable  conjedures  on  the  author's  prefent 
condition!  he  would  rathqr  have  had  it  faid  of. 
him  that  he  prayed^ 

"  Oh  thou  my  voice  infpirc, 
♦*  Who  touched  Ifaiah's  hallow'd  lips  with  fire !'' 

I  have  turned  to  every  vetfe  and  chapter,  and 
think  you  have  preferved  the  fublime  heavenly 

^  It  i>  to  be  feafed  there  were  too  ibaoy  ^cuniary  jreafbnt^fbr 
this  temporary Yolitude.    • 

f  About  eight  or  nine  years  befoxe  the  date  of  this  letter. 

4  fpirit 
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fpirit  throughout  the  whole,  efpecially  at— i 
*'  Hark  a  glad  voice'* — arid — ^^  The  lamb  with 
"  wolves  fliaU  gra^e." — ^^There  is  but  one  line 
which  I  think  below  the  original : 

**  He  wipes  the  tears  for  ever  from  our  eyes.'* 

You  have  exprefled  it  with  a  good  and  pious, 
but  not  fo  exalted  and  poetical  a  fpirit  as  the 
prophet,  "  The  Lord  God  will  wipe  away  tears 
**  from  off  all  faces."  If  you  agree  with  me  in 
this,  altCF  it  by  way  of  paraphrafe  or  otherwife, 
that,  when  it  comes  into  a  volume,  it  may  be 
amended.  Your  poem  is  already  better  than 
the  Pollip#    I  am  your,  &c.       Rich*  Steele. 


"¥■■■ 


LETTER     CCCCIV. 

From  Mr.  Pope.  ' 

June  i8,  1712, 

YPU  have  obliged  me  with  a  very  kind 
letter,  by  which  I  find  you  Ihift  the  fcene 
6f  your  life  from  the  town  to  the  country,  and 
enjoy  that  mixed  Hate. which  wife  men  both  de- 
light  in  and  are  qualified  for.  Methinks  the 
moralifts  and  philofophers  have  generally  run 
too  much  into  extremes,  in  commending  entirely 
either,  folitude,  or  public  life.  In  the  former, 
men  for  the  moft  part  grow  ufelefs  by  too  much 
reft;  and  in  the  latter,  are  deftroyed  by  too 

much 


TO   HIS    F  k  I  E  K  D  §.       .    S31 

inuch  precipitation ;  as  waters,  lying  ftill,  pu- 
trify,  and  are  good  for  nothing,  and  running 
violently  on  do  but  the  niore  mifchi^f  in  their 
paffage  to  others,  and  are  fwallowed  up  and  loft 
the  fooner  themfelves.  Thofe  indeed,  who  can 
be  ufeful  to  all  ftates,  fliould  be  like  gentle 
flreams,  that  not  only  glide  through  lonely  val- 
lies  and  forefts  amidft  the  flocks  and  the  ihcp- 
Iierds,  but  vifit  populous  tqwns  in  their  courfe, 
and  are  at  once  of  ornament  and  fervice  to  them* 
But  there  are  another  fort  of  people  who  feeni 
defigned  for  folitude;  fuch,  I  mean,  as  have 
more  to  hide  than  to  ihew.  As  for  my  own 
part,.  I  am  one  of  thpfe  of  whqm  g^neca  fays, 
*^  tarn  umbratiies  funt,  ut  putent  in  turbido  efle 
**  quicquid  in  luce  eft/*  -Some  men,  like  fome 
pidures,  are  fitter  for  a  corner  than  a  full  light; 
and,  I  believe,  fuch  as  have  a  natural  bent  to 
folitude  (to  carry  on  the  former  fimilityde)  arc 
like  waters,  which  may  be  forced  into  fountain^, 
.and,  exalted  into  a  great  height,  may  make  [z 
noble  figure,  and  a  louder  noife ;  but,  after  all, 
they  would  run  more  fmoothly,  quietly,  and 
plentifully,  ip  their  own  natural  courfe  upon 
the  ground '^.    The  confideration  of  this  ^yould 

*  The  foregoing  Hmilitudes  Mr.  Pop«  had  put  into  verfe 
fome  years  before,  and  inferted  into  Mr.  Wycherley's  poem  on 
f*  Mixed  Life.**  We  find  them  in  the  verfification  very  diftipft 
from  the  reft  of  that  poem..  See  his  Pollhumous  Works,  8vo. 
pp.  3  and  4, 

z  make 
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make  me  very  well  contented  with  the  pofleffion 
4>aly  of  that  quiet  which  Cpwley  call$  the  qotn* 
panion  of  obfcurity.  But  whoever  has  the  Mufes 
€00  for  his  companions,  can  never  be  idle 
itngugh  to  be  uneafy.  Thus,  Sir,  you  fee  *  I 
would  flatter  myfelf  into  a  good  opinion  of  my 
own  way  of  living.  Plutarch  juft  now  told  me, 
that  it  is  in  human  life  as  in  a  game  at  tables^ 
where  a  man  may  wifh  for  the  higheft  call^  but, 
if  his  chance  be  otherwife,  he  is  e*cn  to  play  iit 
las  well  as  he  can,  and  to  make  the  bed  of  it.  I 
gm  your,  &c.  A.  ^ope. 

LETTER     CCCCV. 
From.  Mr.  Pope. 

July  15,  171a. 

YOU  formerly  obferved  to  me,  that  tto- 
thiAg  made  a  more  ridiculous  figure  in  a 
man's  life,  than  the  difparity  we  often  find  in 
him  iick  and  well :  thus  one  of  an  unfortunate 
conftitution  is  perpetually  exhibiting  a  miferable 
example  of  the  weaknefs  of  his  mind,  and  of  his 
body,  in  their  turns.  I  have  had  frequent  op- 
portunities of  late  to  confidcr  myfelf  in  thefe 
different  views,  and,  I  hope,  have  received  fome 
advantage  by  it,  if  what  Waller  fays  be  true,  that 

«•  The  fours  dark  cottage,  batter'd  and  decay'd, 
••  Lets  in  new  light  thro'  chinks  that  time  has  made.** 

Then 
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Tlien  fuf ely  ficknefs,  cototributing  no  kfs  diaa 
old  age  to  the  ftakiog  down  this  fcaffoiding  of 
the  body,  nwy  difcovcr  the  inward  flrndure 
more  pkinly.  Sicknefs  is  a  fort  of  early  oldl 
age:  it  teaches  us  a  diffident  in  our  earthly 
(late,  and  mfpires  us  wkh  the  thoughts  of  a  fi> 
ture,  better  than  a  tbcHifand  roJximes  of  philo^ 
■fophers  and  divines.  It  gives  fa  warning  a  con- 
cirfllon  to  thofe  props  of  our  vanity,  our  llrength 
and  yowth,  that  we  think  of  fortifying  ourfelve^ 
within,  when  there  is  ib  little  dependance  upon 
our  outworks.  Youth,  at  the  very  beft,  is  but  n 
betrayer  of  human  life  in  a  gentler  and  fofioother 
manner  than  age :  it  is  like  a  fiream  that  nou- 
rishes a  plant  upon  a  bank,  and  caufes  it  to 
fiouriih  and  bio^m  to  the  fight,  but  at  the 
fame  time  is  undermining  it  at  the  root  in  fe- 
cret.  My  youth  has  dealt  more  fairly  ^hd 
openly  with  me :  it  has  aiForded  feveral  profpefiks 
of  my  danger,  and  given  me  an  advantage  not 
very  common  to  young  men,  that  the  attraftiona 
of  the  world  have  not  dazzled  me  very  much  ; 
and  I  be^in,  where  mofl:  people  end,  with  a 
full  convi(9tion  of  the  emptinefs  of  all  forts  of 
ambition,  and  the  unfatisfadtory  nature  of  all 
human  pleafures.  When  a  fmart  fit  of  ficknefs 
tells  me  this  fcurvy  tenement  of  my  body  will 
fall  in  a  little  time,  I  am  e*en  as  unconcerned 
as  was  that  honeft  Hibernian,  who,  being  in  bed 
in  the  great  ftoim  fame  years  ago,  and  told  the 

houfe 
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houfe  would  tumble  over  his  head,  made  «t<* 
fwer,  "  What  care  I  for  the  houfe,  I  am  only  a 
•'  lodger  !*'  I  fancy  it  is  the  beft  time  to  die 
when  one  is  in  the  beft  humour ;  and  fo  exce(^ 
five  weak  as  I  now  am,  I  m^y  fay  with  confci* 
cnce,  that  I  am  not  at  all  uneafy  at  the  thought 
that  many  men,  whom  Lnever  had  any  efteerst 
for,  are  likely  to  enjoy  this  world  after  me. 
When  I  refleft  what  an  inconfiderable  little  atom 
every  fingle  man  is,  with  refpedt  to  the  whole 
creation,  methinks  it  is  a  Ihame  to  be  concerned 
at  the  removal  of  fuch  a  trivial  animal  as  1  am. 
The  morning  after  my  exit  the  fun  will  rife  as 
bright  as  ever,  the  flowers  fmell  as  fweet,  the 
plartts  fpring  as  green,  the  world  will  proceed 
in  its  old  courfe,  people  will  laugh  as  heartily, 
and  marry  as  faft,  as  they  were  ufed  to  do.  ^*  The 
**  memoryof  man,'*  as  it  is  elegantly  exprelTed  in 
the  Book  of  Wifdom,  **  pafTeth  away  as  the  remem- 
**  brance  of  a  gueft  that  tarrieth  but  one  day/* 
There  are  reafons  enough,  in  the  fourth  chapter 
of  the  fame  book,  to  make  any  young  man 
contented  with  the  profped:  of  death,  'f  For 
*'  honourable  age  is  not  that  which  ftandeth  in 
•*  length  of  time,  or  is  meafured  by  number  of 
**  years*  But  wifdom  is  the  grey  hair  to  men, 
**  and  an  unfpotted  life  is  old  age.  He  was 
taken  away  fpeedily,  left  wickednefs  Ihould 
alter  his  underftanding,  or  deceit  beguile  his 
**  foul,'*  &c.    I  am  your,  &c.  A.  Pope* 

LETTER 
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LETTER     CCCCVI. 
To  Mr.  LiNTOTT. 

Mr.  Lintott,  A»g,  4,  17 12. 

MR.  ADDISON  defired  me  to  tell  you, 
that  he  wholly  difapproves  the  manner  of 
treating  Mr.  Dennis  in  a  little  pamphlet  by  way 
of  Dr.  Norris's  account  *.  When  he  thinks  fit 
to  take  notice  of  Mr.  Dennis's  objedions  to  his 
writings  -f-,  he  will  do  it  in  a  way  Mr.  Dennis 
Ihall  have  no  juft  reafon  to  complain  of.  'But 
when  the  papers  abovementioned  were  offered 
to  be  communicated  to  him^  he  faid  he  could 
not,  either  in  honour  or  confcience,  be  privy 
to  fuch  a  treatment,  and  was  forry  to  hear  of  it^ 
I  am.  Sir,  your  very  humble  fervant, 

Richard  Steele. 


LETTER     CCCCVn. 
From  Mr.  Pope. 

Nov.  7,  1 7 12. 

I  WAS  the  other  day  in  company  with  five 
or  fix  men  of  fome  learning  ;  where  chanc- 
^ing  to  mention  the  famous  verfes  which  the  Em- 

*  Of  the  frenzy  of  Mr,  John  Dennis  j  a  narrative  written  by- 
Mr.  Pope.    Sec  his  letter  to  Mr.  Addifon  of  JuJy  ao,  1713. 
t  Remarks  upon  Cato« 

peror 
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peror  Adrian  fpoke  on  his  death-bed,  they  were 
all  agreed  that  it  was  a  piece  of  gaiety  unwor- 
thy of  that  prince  in  thcfy  ciri^umftances,  I 
could  not  but  differ  from  this  opinion*:  mc-- 
thinks  it  wm  by  no  means  a  gay,  but  a  very  fc- 
rious  fbliloquy  t0  his  foul  at  the  point  of  its  de* 
pacturc ;  in  which  ieofe  I  niiiuraUy  took  the 
verfes  at  my  firft  reading  thecftj  when  I  was  very 
youog>  and  before  I  knew  what  interpreutiop 
the  world  generally  put  upon  them. 

•*  Animula  vagula,  blandulai 
•*  Hofpts  comcfque  corporis, 
^  Quae  nunc  abihis  in  loca  ? 
^^  PaUid«]a»  rigida*  nudula, 
**  M«c  (utfoJcs)  dates jocar 

^  Alas,  my  foul  1  thpu  pleafing  compaqidn  of 
"  this  body,  thou  fleeting  thing  that  art  now 
**  deferting  it!  whither  art  thou  flying?  to 
^^  what  unknown  fceoc?  ail  treaibling,  fearful^ 
"  and  penfiye  !  what  now  is  become  of  thy  for- 
*Vmer  wit  and  humour?  thou  (halt  jeft  and  be 
^'  gay  no  more." 

I  confefs,  I  cannot  apprehend  where  lies  the 
tf ifling  in  all  this :  it  is  the  mod  natural  and 
obvious  reflection  imaginable  to  a  dying  man : 
and  if  we  confider  the  Emperor  was  a  heathen, 
that  doubt  concerning  the  future  fate  of  his  foul 
will  feem  ib  far  from  being  the  efied:  of  want  of 
thought,  that  it  was  fcarce  reafpnabk  be  ihould 

think 
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think  otherwife ;  not  to  mention  that  here  is  t 
plain  confeffion  included  of  his  belief  in  its  ini- 
mortality.  The  diminutive  epithets  of  vagiday 
blandulay  and  the  reft^  appear  not  to  me  as  ex*> 
'preffions  of  levity,  but  rather  of  endearment  and 
concern ;  fuch  as  we  find  in  Catullus^  and  the 
authors  of  Hendeta-fjUabi  after  him,  where  they 
are  ufed  to  exprefs  the  utmofi  love  and  tender* 
nefs  for  their  miftrefTes.  If  you  think  me  right 
in  my  notion  of  the  laft  words  of  Adrian,  be 
pleafed  to  infert  it  in  the  Spectator  * ;  if  not,  to 
fupprefs  it*    I  am,  &c.  A.  Pope* 

Ai>RiAKi  morientis  ad  ANtMAM.    Tranflated* ' 

Ahy  fleeting  fpirit !  wandering  iire^ 

That  long  haft  warm'd  my  tender  breaft» 

Muft  thou  no  mote  this  frame  infpire  ? 
No  more  a  pleaiing,  chearful  gueft  i 

Whither,  ah  whither  art  thou  flying ! 

To  what  dark,  imdifcoi  ir^d  ftiorc  ? 
Thou  feem'ft  all  tremblings  fhiveringi  dyings 

And  wit  and  humour  are  no  more  ! 


LETTER     CCCCVIII. 
To  Mr.  Pope. 

Nov.  12,  i*jiu 

I  HAVE  read  over  your  "  Temple  of  Fam^c" 
twice,  and  cannot  find  any  thing  amifs,  of 
v^eight  enough  to  call  a  faulty  but  fee  in  it  a 

*  Sec  Spcaator,  N»  DXXXII.  Nov.  lo,  1 7i»* 

Z  thoufand 
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thoufand  thou&nd  beauties.  Mr.  Addifon  ihali 
-fee  it  to-morrow :  after  his  pcrufal  of  it,  I  will 
let  you  know  his  thoughts.  I  defire  you  would 
let  me  know  whether  you  arc  at  leifure  or  not  ? 
I  have  a  defign"^,  which  I  ihall  open  a  month  or 
two  hence,  with  the  aCEftance  of  the  few  like 
yourfelf.  If  your  thoughts  are  unengaged^  I 
fiiall  explain  myfelf  further.    I  am  your^  &c« 

Richard  Steele^ 


LETTER     CCCCIX. 
From  Mr.  Pope* 

Nov.  i6,  1712. 

YOU  oblige  me  by  the  indulgence  yott 
have  ihewn  to  the  poem  I  fent  you,  but 
will  oblige  me  much  more  by  the  kind  fevcrity 
I  hope  for  from  you.  No  errors  are  fo  trivial 
but  they  deferve  to  be  mended.  But  fince  you 
fay  you  fee  nothing  that  may  be  called  a  fault, 
can  you  but  think  it  fo,  that  I  have  confined  the 
attendance  of  ^f- guardian  fpirits  to  Heaven^s  fa- 
vourites only  ?  I  could  point  yoii  to  feveral,  but 
it  is  my  bufinefs  fo  be  informed  of  thofe  faults 
I  do  not  know ;  and  as  for  thofe  I  do,  not  to 
talk  of  them,  but  to  correfk  them.  You  fpeak 
of  that  poem  in  a  ftyle  I  neither  merit,  nor  ex- 

♦  This  was  «  The  Guardian,"  in  which  Pope  aflWled. 
f  This  is  not  now  to  be  found  in  the  <<  Temple  of  Famt/* 
whieh  is  the  poem  here  ipoken  of. 

pcftj 
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peft ;  but,  I  aflure  you,  if  you  freely  mark  or 
dafh  out,  I  £hall  look  upon  your  blots  to  be  it9 
greateft  beauties :  I  mean,  if  Mr.  Addifon  and 
yourfelf  Ihould  like  it  in  the  whole ;  otherwife 
the  trouble  of  correction  is  what  I  would  not 
take,  for  I  was  really  fo  diffident  of  it  as  to  let 
it  lie  by  me  thefe  *  two  years,  juft  as  you  now 
lee  it*  I  am  afraid  of  nothing  fo  much  as  to 
impofe  any  thing  •n  the  world  which  is  unwor- 
thy of  its  acceptance. 

As  to  the  laft  period  of  your  letter,  I  ihall  be 
very  ready  and  glad  to  contribute  to  any  defign 
that  tends  to  the  advantage  of  mankind,  which^ 
I  am  fure,  all  yours  do  ^f-.    I  wifli  I  had  but  as 

much 

*  Hence  it  appears  this  poem  was  written  before  the  author  was 
twenty«twO  years  old, 

f  In  a  fubfequent  letter  to  Mn  Addifon,  Pope  fays,  <'  As  tn 
**  hope,  and  would  flatter  myfelf,  that  you  know  me  and  my 
''  thoughts  fo  entirely  as  never  to  be  miflaken  in  either,  fo  it  is  a 
*'  pleafure  to  me  that  you  have  gueded  fo  right  in  regard  to  th» 
*'  author  of  that  Guardian  you  mentioned*.  But  t  am  fotry  to 
**  find  it  has  taken  air  that  I  have  fome  hand  in  thofe  papers, ,  be* 
**  caufe  I  writ  fo  very  few,  as  neither  to  deferve  the  credit  of  fuch 
**  a  report  with  fome  people,  nor  the  difrepute  of  it  with  others* 
**  An  honed  Jacobite  fpoke  to  me  the  fenfe  or  nonfenfe  of  the 
**  weak  part  of  his  party  very  fairly,  that  the  good  people  ^ok  it 
"  ill  of  me  that  I  writ  with  Steele,  though  upon  never  fo  indif« 
**  ferent  fubje£ts.  This»  I  know,  you  will  laugh  at  as  well  as  I 
*'  do  s  yet  I  doubt  not  but  many  little  calumniators,  and  perfons 
^*  of  four  difpofitions,  will  take  occafion  hence  to  befpatter  me.  I 
**  confefs,  t  fcom  narrow  fouls  of  all  parties,  and,  if  I  renounce 
**  my  reafon  in  religious  matters,  t  will  hardly  do  it  in  any  other. 
**  I  cannot  imagine  whence  it  comes  to  pafs  that  the  few  Guac- 
"  dians  I  have  written  are  fo  generally  known  for  mine  :  that  in 
**  particular  which  you  mention  I  never  difcorered  to  any  man 

2ft  <<  but 
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much  capacity  as-  leifurc,  for  I  am  pcrfediy 
idle  (a  fign  I  have  oat  much  capacity). 

If  you  will  entertain,  the  beft  opinion  of  me, 
be  pleafed  to  tbiak  me  your'  friend.  Affure 
Mr.  Addifon  of  my  moll  faithful  fervice;  of 
every  ooe*s  efteem  he  muft  be  affured  already, 
I  am  your,  Sec*  A.  Pom- 

LETTER    CCCCX. 
From.  Mr.  Pope. 

Nov.  29^17  r2r 

I  AM  forry  you  publifhed  that  notion  abour 
Adrian's  verfes  ^  as  mine  i  bad  I  imagined 

**  but  the  publffhcr,  till  very  ktely :  yet  almoft  every  body^told  mr 
, "  of  it.  As  to  his  taking  a  more  politic  turn,  Ixannot  any  way  entev 
^*  into  that  fecret,  nor  have  I  been  let  into  it  any  more  than  into 
**  the  reft  of  his  politics.  Though  it  h  faid,,  he  will  take  into 
*^  thefe  papers  alfo  feveral  fubje6ls  of  the  politer^  kind,  as  before  : 
''  but,  I  aflure  you,  as  to  myfelf,  i  have  quite  done  with  them 
"  for  the  future  The  little  I  have  done,  and  the  great  iiefpe6l  I 
''  bear  Mr.  Steele  2«  a  man  of  wit,,  has  rendered  me  a  fufpeded 
^<  Whig  to  fome  of  the  violent  s  but  (,>&  old  Dry  den  faid  before 
^*  me)  it  is  not  the  violent  I  deiign  to  pleafe.'^ 

*  In  the  Spectator  above  referred' to,  p.  3^37,  Steele  Aiys,  '*  t 
"  claim  to  myfelf  the  riierit  of  having  extorted  excellent  pK>- 
**  du6lions  from  a  perfbn  of  the  greateft  abilities,  who  would  not 
**  have  let  them  appeared  by  any  other  means  j  to  have  animated 
a  few  young  gentlemen  into  worthy  purfuits,  who  will  be  a 
glory  to  our  age ;  and  at  all  times,  and  by  all  podible  means 
**  in  my  power,  undermined  the  interefis  of  ignorance,  vice,  and 
**  folly,  and  attempted  to  fubftitute  in  their  dead  learning,  pi* 
**  ety,  and  good  fenfe.  It  is  from  this  honed  heart,  that  I  find 
'*  myfelf  honoured  as  a  gen tleman^u flier  to  the  Arts  and  Sci- 
*'  ences.  Mr.  Tickell  and  Mr.  Pope  have,  it  feems,  this  idea 
**  of  me.  The  former  has  written  me  an  excellent  paper  of 
**  verfes  in  praife,  forfooth,  of  myfelf ;  and  the  other  incloied 
**  for  my  perufaL  an  admirably  ]^tm,  which,  I  hope^  will  fhortlj 
"  fee  t^he  light.'* 

you 
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you  would  ufe  my  name,  I  Ihould  have  expref- 
fed  my  fentiments  with  more  modefty  and  dif- 
£deuce.  I  only  feot  it  to  have  your  opinion^ 
iand  not  to  pubHih  my  own,  which  I  diftrufied. 
But  I  think  the  fuppofition  you  draw  from  the 
fu>tion  of  Adrian's  being  addided  to  magic,  is  a 
little  uncharitable  (*^  that  he  might  fear  no  fort 
^*  of  deity,  good  or  bad'*),  fince,  in  the  third 
verfe,  be  plainly  teftifies  his  apprehension  of  a 
future  ilate,  by  being  folicitous  whither  his  foul 
was  going.  As  to  what  you  mention  of  his 
ufing  gay  and  ludicrous  es^preffions,  I  have 
owned  my  opinion  to  be,  that  the  expreflions 
arc  not.fo,  but  that  diminutives  are  as  often,  in 
the  Latin  tofigue,  ufed  as  marks  of  tendernefs 
and  concern. 

Anima\%  no  more  than  **my  foul,"  ^nimula  ha$ 
tbe  force  of  **  my  dear  foul."  To  fay  virgo  J^ella 
is  not  half  fb  Ci^dearing  as  virguncula  bdluU ; 
and  had  Augi^us'  only  called  Horace  kpidum 
homimmj  it  had  amounted  to  no  more  than  that 
he  thought  him  a  '*  pleafant  fellow  :'*  it  was  tho 
homunciolum  that  exprefled  the  love  and,  tender-, 
nefs  that  great  Emperor  had  for  bim.  And 
perhaps  I  Ihouid  myfelf  be  much  better  pleafed, 
if  I  were  told  you  called  me  "  your  little 
**  friend,"  than  if  you  complimented  me  with 
the  title  of  **  a  great  genius,"  or  **  an  eminent 
**  hand,*'  as  Jacob  '^  does  all  his  authors.  I  am 
your,  &c.  A.  Pope. 

.  ♦    Jacob  Tonfbn. 

Z3  LETTER 
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LETTER     CCCCXI. 

To  Mr.  Pope. 

Dec.  4,  ^712. 

THIS  is  to  dcfire  of  you  that  3^00  would 
pleafe  to  make  an  ode  as  of  a  chearful  dy- 
ing fpirit;  that  is  to  fay,  the  Emperor  Adrian's 
^*  animula  vagula^^  put  into  rwo  or  three  flanzas 
for  mufic.  If  you  comply  with  this,  and  fend 
me  word  fo,  you  will  very  particularly  oblige 
your^  &c,  RicHARp  Steele, 


LETTER    CCCCXir. 

From  Mr.  Pope. 

Dec.  • ..  1712. 

I  DO  not  fend  you  word  I  will  do,  but  have 
already  done  the  thing  you  defire  of  mc. 
You  have  it  (as  Cowley  calls  it)  jufl:  warm  from 
the  brain.  It  came  to  me  the  firft  moment  I 
waked  this  morning :  yet,  you  will  fee,  it  was 
not  fo  abfolutely  infpiration  *,  but  that  I  had  in 
my  head  not  only  the  verfes  of  Adrian,  but  the 
,  fine  fragment  of  Sappho,  &c. 

The  Dying  Christian  to  his  Soul,    ODE* 

Vital  fpark  of  heavenly  flame ! 
Quit,  oh  quit  this  mortal  frame : 
Trembling,  hoping,  lingering,  flying, 
-  ---"^    Oh  the  pain,  the  blifs  of  dying  ! 

Ccafe,  fond  Nature,  ceafe  thy  ftrife. 
And  let  me  languilh  into  life. 

^  It  h9s  been  fuggefted^  that  fome  part  of  what  is  here  alcribed 
to  infpiration,  and  faid  to  have  come  warm  from  Pope's  hearty 
dropt  originally  from  the  pen  of  Flatman. 

Hark  I 
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Har^!  theywhifper;  Ai^elsfay, 
Sifter  Spirit,  come  away  ! 
What  is  this  abforbs  me  quite. 
Steals  my  fenfes,  fhuts  my  fight, 
Drowns  my  fpirits,  draws  my  breath? 
Tell  me,  my  foul,  can  diis  he  Death  i 

The  world  recedes ;  it  difappears ! 
Heaven  opens  on  my  eyes !  my  ears 

With  founds  feraphic  ring ! 
Leii^d,  lend  your  wings  !  I  mount !  I  fly  ! 
O  Grave !  where  is  thy  viftory  ? 

O  Death !  wherd"  is  thy  fting  ? 


LETTER    CCCCXIII*. 

To  Henry  Boyle  t,  Efq. 

Sir,  [1712]. 

A*  S  the  profeffed  defign  of  this  work  is  to 

XJL  entertain  its  readers  in  general,  without 

giving  ofFence  to  any  particular  perfon,  it  would 

\^  difficult  to  find  out  fo  proper  a  patron  for  it 

* 

* 

*  Prefixed  to  the  third  rolamc  of  ««  The  Speftator.*' 
f  Youngeft  fon  of  Charles  Lord  Clifford.  He  was  appointed 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  King  William  in  March  1701.; 
was  much  ffteemed  by  that  prince  ;  and  continued  in  that  poft  till 
Feb.  129  i707-t>  when  he  was  made  one  of  the  principal  Secre* 
uries  of  State,  in  which  ftation  he  remained  till  Sept.  ao,  i7io» 
On  the  acceffion  of  George  I.  Mr.  Boyle  was  created  Lord  Carle- 
ton,  and  foon  after  made  Prefident  of  the  Council.  He  died  un- 
married, March  14,  1724-5.  To  the  kindnefs  of  Mr.  Boyle, 
and  the  friendihip  of  Lord  Halifax,  Mr.  Addifon  was  indebted  for 
his  firft  incroduAion  to  Lord  Godolphin.    See  Budgelli  p.  153. 

Z4  as 
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as  yourfelf,  there  being  no0e  whofe  merit  is 
more  univerfally  acknowledged  by  all  partifes, 
and  who  has  made  himfelf  more  friends,  and 
fewer  enemies.  Your  great  abilities,  and  un* 
queftioned  integrity,  in  thofe  high  employments 
which  you  have  paffed  through,  would  not  have 
been  able  to  have  raifed  you  this  general  appro- 
bation, had  they  not  been  accompanied  with 
that  moderation  in  an  high  fortune,  and  that 
aifability  of  manners,  which  are  jfo  confpicuous 
through  all  parts  of  your  life.  Your  averfion 
to  any  oftentatious  arts  of  fctting  to  Ihow  thofe 
great  fervices  which  you  have  dope  the  publick, 
has  not  likewife  a  little  contributed  to  that  unU 
verfal  acknowledgement  which  is  paid  you  by 
your  country* 

The  confideration  of  this  part  of  your  cha-. 
rafter,  is  that  which  hinders  me  from  enlarging 
on  thofe  extratordinary  talents,  which  have  given 
you  fo  great  a  figure  in  the  Britifh  fenate,  as 
well  ast  in  that  elegance  and  politehefs  which, 
appear  in  your  more  retired  converfation.    I 
Ihould  be  unpardonable  if,  after  what  I  have 
faid,  I  Ihould  longer  detain  you  with  an  addrefs 
of  this  nature :  I  cannot,  however,  conclude  it 
without  af:knowledging  thofe  great  obligations 
which  you  have  laid  upon,  Sir,  your  moft  obe- 
dient, humble  fervant.  The  Spectator, 

I 
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LETTER    CCCCXIV*. 
To  the  Duke  of  Mab.i.borough  f. 

My  Lord,  [1712] 

AS  it  is  natural  to  have  a  fondnefs  for  what 
has  coft  us  much  time  and  attention  to 

produce, 

♦  Prefixed  to  the  fourth  volume  of  «  The  Spe£btor.*'    Sec  m 
former  letter  to  the  Duke^  p.  322. 

t  John  Churchill,  eldcft  fon  of  Sir  Winftan  Churchill,  of 
Wooten -Ballet,  in  the  county  of  Witts,  was.  born  June  24, 1650* 
The  Duke  of  York  obtained  for  him  an  eniigncy  in  the  guards  fo 
learly  as  x666  j  and  a  company  of  grenadiers,  under  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth,  in  1672,  at  the  (lege  of  Maeftricht.  On  his  return, 
he  was  appointed  a  lieutenant-colonel,  a  gentleman  of  the  bed* 
chamber,  and  mafler  of  the  robes  to  the  Duke  of  York.  Attend- 
ing the  Duke  into  Scotland,  he  had  a  regiment  of  dragoons }  and 
was  created  Baron  of  Aymouth  in  that  kingdom,  Dec.  i,  t6S2* 
King  James,  on  his  acceilion,  appointed  him  gentleman  of  the 
bedchamber,  captain  of  a  troop  of  his  life-guard ;  and  created  him 
Baron  Churchill  of  Sandridge,  May  14,  1685.  Aii  the  Revolu* 
cion,  he  was  continued  gentleman  of  the  bed-chamber ;  fwom  of 
the  privy  council,  Feb.  6,  16SS-9;  created  £arl  of  Marlboroug^b^ 
April  9,  1689;  the  fame  year  was  commander  of  the  Englifh 
forces  in  Flanders,  and  in  1690  had  the  fame  employment  in  Ire- 
land. He  was,  notwithftanding,  difmilTed  from  the  King's  fer« 
vice,  and  even  committed  to  the  Tower  on  fufpicion  of  a  plot. 
On  the  death  of  Queen  Mary,  he  was  recalled  to  the  privy  council ; 
and  appointed,  June  19,  1698, 'governor  to  the  Duke  of  Gloa- 
cefter,  with  this  extraordinary  compliment  from  the  King,  **  My 
**  Lord,  make  him  but  what  you  are,  and  my  nephew  will  b©  all 
*'  I  wifli  to  fee  him."  He  was  three  times  one  of  the  lords  juf«. 
tices  in  the  King's  abfence;  and,  in  1701,  commander  in  chief  of 
the  Engliih  forces  in  Holland,  and  ambaflador  extraordinary  t€» 
the  States  General.  King  William  having  warmly  recommended 
him  to  the  Princefs  Anne,  he  was,  about  a  week  after  her  Ma« 
Judy's  a^ccffion,  elected  Knight  of  the  Ganer ;  and,  fpon  after, 

ippoiuted 
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produce,  I  hope  your  Grace  will  forgive  my  cnv 
deavour  to  preferve  this  work  from  oblivion,  by 
affixing  to  it  your  memorable  oame, 

I  Ihall  not  here  prefume  to  mention  the  illuf- 
trious  paflages  of  your  life,  \Vbich  are  celebrated 
by  the  whole  age,  and  have  been  the  fubjeft  of 
the  moft  fubllmc  pens ;  but  if  I  could  convey 
you  to  pofterity  in  your  private  character,  and 
defcribe  the  ftature,  the  behaviour,  and  afpeft, 
of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  I  queftiqn  not 
but  it  would  fill  the  reader  with  more  agreeable 
images,  and  give  him  a  more  delightful  enter* 
tainment:  than  what  can  be  found  in  the  follow* 
ing,  or  any  other  book. 

Gne  cannot  indeed  without  offence  to  your- 
fclf .  obfer ve,  that  you  excel  the  reft  of  man- 
appointed  captain -general  of  all  the  forces,  and  ambaifador  to  The 
States.  In  1702,  he  commanded  the  army  in  Flanders}  and,  ac 
his  return,  was  created,  Dec.  ta,  Marquis  of  Blandford  and  Duke 
of  Marlborough.  In  1704,  in  confequcnce  of  the  memorable 
▼idory  at  Hock  (led,  he  was  appointed  a  Prince  of  the  Empire ;  and 
hkd  Mildenheim  affigned  for  his  principality,  Nov.  12,  1705.  On 
the  19th  of  January,  1 710-1  x,  finding  the  Qjieen's  prepolTcilioa 
again  (I  his  Duchefs  could  not  be  overcome,  he  carried  a  Airrender 
of  all  her  places  to  her  Majefty ;  and  was  himfelf  difmiflfed,  Dec* 
30,  17x1.  Upon  the  Earl  of  Godolphin's  death,  refolving  to  quit 
this  kingdom,  he  embarked  at  Dover^  Nov.  14,  1712;  and  the 
Duehefs  followed  him  in  February.  On  the  accefHon  of  King 
George  I.  he  returned  to  London,  Aug.  4,  17 14;  and  was  again> 
Sept.  24,  appointed  captain- general  of  the  land  forces,  ma(ler-ge* 
neral  of  the  ordnance,  and  colonel  of  the  firft  regiment  of  foot* 
guards.  He  died  at  Windfor  Lodge,  June  16,  X7»2,  in  the  7 ad 
year  of  his  age,  and  was  buried  with  great  folemnicy  in  Weftmin* 
fier«abbey. 

kind 
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kind  m  the  Icaft,  as  well  as  the  greateft  endow- 
ments. Nor  were  it  a  circumftancc  to  be  men- 
tioned, if  the  graces  and  attraSions  of  your  per- 
fon  were  not  the  only  pre-eminence  you  have 
above  others,  which  is  left^  atmoft,  unobferved 
by  greater  writers. 

Yet  how  pleafing  would  it  be  to  thofe  who 
ihall  read  the  furprifing  revolutions  in  your  ftory, 
to  be  made  acquainted  with  your  ordinary  life 
and  deportment !  How  plealing  would  it  be  to 
hear  that  the  fame  man,  who  bad  'carried  fire 
and  fword  into  the  countries  of  all  that  had  op- 
pofed  the  caufe  of  liberty,  and  flruck  a  terror 
into  the  armies  of  France,  had,  in  the  midft  of 
his  high  ftation,  a  behaviour  as  gentle  as  is  ufual 
in  the  6i&  fteps  towards  grcatnefs  !  And  if  it 
were  poffible  to  exprefs  that  eafy  grandeur, 
which  did-  at  once  perfuade  and  command ;  it  . 
would  appear  as  clearly  to  thofe  to  come,  as  it 
does  to  his  contemporaries,  that  all  the  great 
events  which  were  brought  to  pafs  under  the 
conduct  of  fo  well-governed  a  ipirit,  were  the 
bleffings  of  Heaven  upon  wifdom,  and  valour  ; 
and  all  which  fecm  adverfe  fell  out  by  divine 
permiffion,  which  we  are  not  to  fearch  intO; 

You  have  paffed  that  year  of  life  wherein  the 
moft  able  and  fortunate  Captain,  before  your 
time,  declared  he  had  lived  enough  both  to  na- 
ture and  to  glory ;  and  your  Grace  may  make 
that  refleftioQ  with  much  more  juftice.  He  fpoke 

it 
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it  after  he  had  arrived  at  empire  by  aa  ufurpa* 
tion  upon  thofe  whom  he  had  enilaved ;  but  the 
Prince  of  Mildenheim  may  rejoice  in  a  (bve- 
reignty  which  was  the  gift  of  him  whofe  domi- 
nions he  had  preferved. 

Glory  eftablilhed  upon  the  uainterrupted  fuc- 
cefs  of  honourable  defigasi  and  adions,  is  not 
fubjed:  to  diminution;  nor  can  any  attempts 
prevail  againft  it,  but  in  the  proportion  which, 
the  narrow  circuit  of  rumow  bears  to  the  unli« 
mited  extent  of  fame. 

We  may  congratulate  your  Grace  not  only 
upon  your  high  atchievements,  but  likewife 
upon  the  lappy  expiration  of  your  command, 
by  which  your  glory  is  put  out  of  the  power  of 
Fortune :  and  when  your  perfon  Ihall  be*fo  too, 
that  the  Author  and  Difpofer  of  all  things  may 
place  you  in  that  higher  manfion  of  blifs  and 
immortality  which  is  prepared  for  good  princes, 
law- givers,  and  heroes,  when  he  in  his  due 
time  removes  them  from  the  envy  of  mankind, 
is  the  hearty  prayer  of,  my  Lord,  your  Grace's 
tnoft  obedient,  mofi  devoted,  humble  fervant,  . 

Tajs  Spectator* 
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Sir,  Fleet-ftreet,  March  5,  1712-1J. 

I  HAVE  not  the  happinefs  to  be  io  the  leaft 
known  to  you,  but  have,  with  all  England, 
obligations  to  you  for  the  greatnefs  of  mind 
which  you  exerted  in  r^fufing,  hot  long  ago*, 
to  be  made  apeer  of  this  realm  in  an  hafty  and 
furreptitious  manner:  it  was  not  fo  much  as 
pretended  that  the  dozen  of  nobles  were  then 
introduced  for  any  other  purpofe,  but  to  gain  a 
queftion  of  the  higheft  importance,  no  lefs  thai> 
a  queftion  of  peace  and  war.  W^re  the  point- 
obtained  by  it  never  fo  much  conducive  to  our 
good,  the  novelty,  if  not  obviated  for  the  fu- 
ture, cannot  but  tend  to  the  apparent  danger  of 
the  Queen  and  all  her  fqbjefts.  It  is  from  a  re- 
port that  there  are  another  half  dozen  to  be  made 
within  few  days,  that  I  am  engaged  to  give  you 
this,  trouble. 

You,  Sir,  who  are  adorned  with  more  thaa 
title,  a  fuperiority  to  it,  from  the  refufai  of  ie 
when  you  thought  it  inconfiftent  with  honour, 
are  the  propereft  man  to  be  addrefled,  when  I . 
confider  the  danger  of  making  occafional  Lords, 
and  lay  before  the  world  this  fatal  novelty,  as  it 
affeds  the  Queen's  molt  Excellent  Majefty,  the 

*  In  January '17JI-11. 
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Houfe  of  Peers,  and  the  whole  People  of  Eng* 
land. 

Honour  is  the  confcience  of  doing  juf):  and 
laudable  a&ions,  independent  of  the  fuccefs  of 
tbofe  a&ions.  God  is  the  fountain  of  this  ho-* 
nour,  and  animates  and  fupports  all  who  are  ac« 
tuated  by  it ;  he  is  an  inexhauftible  fountain, 
and  cannot  be  impaired  by  his  creations.  But 
if  it  be  not  prophane  to  mention,  fo  near  after 
his  Omnipotence,  any  diftinftions  we  give  one 
another  here,  I  would  proceed  to  fay,  that  it  is 
not  fo  with  fovereigns  upon  earth,  whom  we 
phrafe  ^^  fountains  of  honour.'*  They,  alas !  are 
themfelves  diminiihed  in  proportion  to  what 
they  grant  out  of  themfelves.  An  unguarded 
and  laviih  hand,  in  grants  of  this  kind,  would 
very  f9on  make  the  honour,  flowing  from  a 
prince,  of  no  value  and  confideration  to  thofe  on 
whom  it  is  beftowed,  and  take  away  any  power 
of  giving  more  from  the  giver.  To  come  im- 
mediately to  the  point ;  I  alTert,  that  the  nume- 
rous creation  of  Peers  is  the  greatefl:  wound  that 
can  be  given  to  the  prerogative.  A  Peer  and 
his  heirs  are  checks  in  the  legiflature  to  the 
Queen  and  her  heirs ;  that  part  of  the  legifla- 
ture which  is  in  the  Queen,  is  apparently  dimi- 
niflied  by  fo  much  as  flie  gives  out  of  it,  fronl 
her  own  into  other  families.  This  is  equally 
deftrudlive  with  relation  to  the  merit  of  the  per- 
fons  on  whom  honour  is  conferred  ^  if  they  hap- 
pen 
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pen  to  be  men  who  are  barely  unblameable, 
without  talents  or  high  qualifications,  they. do 
but  croud  that  illuftrious  aflembly,  and,  like  all 
other  crowds,  they  are  feiviceable  and  hurtftil 
but  juft  as  they  are  infpired  by  thqfe  who  have 
ikill  to  lead  them.  Thus  the  Crown  is  no  way 
fure  of  their  concurrence  any  farther  than  by 
promife  of  their  firft  vote ;  and  they  may  ever 
after  turn  patriots  on  the  fide  of  the  people,  to 
the  conftant  interruption  of  affairs  ;  for  it  gene- 
rally happens,  that  thofe  who  are  confcious  of 
an  inability  to  promote  bufinefs,  give  themfclves 
a  figure,  and  fancy  they  are  confiderable,  from 
the  pow^r  of  retarding  it.  Thus  much  as  to 
what  regards  the  Queen's  moft  excellent  Ma- 
jefty. 

As  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  it  is  vifible  to  any 
thing  above  a  natural  fool,  that  the  power- of 
each  Lord  is  fo  much  lefs  confiderable  as  it  is 
repeated  in  other  perfons:  but  the  great  hard- 
Ihip  to  that  great  and  aweful  body,  whofc  pri- 
vileges have  fo  often  been  a  fafety  and  protec- 
tion to  the  rights  of,  us  below  them,  I  fay,  the 
great  hardlhip  to  thefe  noble  patriots  is,  that 
wien  they  are  prepared  with  the  moll  ftrifit  ho- 
nour and  integrity  to  do  their  duty  in  relation 
to  their  prince  and  country,  all  their  determina- 
tions may  be  avoided  by  a  fett  of  people  brought 
in  the  moment  before  they  come  to  a  queflion. 
This  has  been  done  once,  as  I  am  credibly  in- 
formed. 
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formed,  in  fo  frank  a  way,  that  there  have  beeii 
above  fix  at  a  time  brought  into  that  place^ 
without  any  farther  preamble  than,  ^*  this  gen* 
**  demands  name  is  fo ;  do  hot  call  him  Mr. 
**  from  this  tinac  forward,  but  my  Lord,  for  he 
•*  is  now  one  of  you :  fit  clofe  there,  let  the 
'^*  gentleman  fit  down;  I  beg  pardon,  make  way 
**  for  his  Lordlhip/* 

Now  when  wd  come  to  confider  the  introduc- 
tion of  occafional  •  Lords  with  regard  to  the 
people;  what  can.be  more  plain,  than  that  it  is 
doing  all  thatjs  neceflTary  to  take  from  thetn 
both  liberty  and  property  at  once*  If  there 
were  nothing  in  being  a  Lord,  but  the  advan- 
tage of  being  received  with  more  diftindtion  and 
ceremony,  let  it  be  given  to  any  who  arc  dei* 
lighted  with  it ;  they  may  be  well  pleafed,  and 
we  not  hurt.  But  the  cafe  is  much  otherwife  5 
for  from  the  very  moment  a  matt  has  a  patent, 
and  is  introduced  into  the  Houfc  of  Peers 
(though  he  was  the  day  before  notorioujfly  igno- 
rant in  our  laws),  men  appeal  to  him  from  the 
decree  of  all  the  Judges.  Befides  this,  the 
Lords  are  perpetual  legiflators,  and  have  a 
hand  in  the  repealing  as  well  as  making  laws ; 
by  which  means  the  whole  conftitution  may  be 
fubverted  by  this  one  innovation.  And  it  is 
plain,  that  the  Prince  who  fliould  place  fo  en- 
tire a  confidence  ih  his  miniftry,  as  to  give 
peerage  upon    their  recommendationj    would 

enable 
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enable  them  by  that  power  in  the  legiQature^ 
joined  to  the  execution  of  the  regal  authority  as 
minifters,  to  give  that  prince  and  nation  to  the 
next  potentate  who  Ihould  be  powerful  enough 
to  receive  and  maintain  fo  vaft  a  prefent. 

However  well  difpofed  men*s  minds  may  be, 
there  are  fome  things  which  are  not  to  be  com^ 
mitted  to  their  wills. 

The  whole  conftitution  is  in  danger,  if  this 
matter  is  not  prevented  by  fome  future  law ; 
and  I  think  I  have  in  my  head  a  fufHcient  expe- 
dient, that  can  no  way  impair  the  prerogative 
of -the  Crown,  the  power  of  the  Peers,  or  the  li- 
berty of  the  people  ;  and  that  is,  that  a  bill  be 
brought  in,  to  difable  any  peer  to  vote  in  any  cafe, 
till  three  years  after  the  date  of  his  patent. 

You  fee,  noble  Sir,  that,  without  giving  the 
matter  the  lead  aggravation,  1  have  Ihewn,  that, 
if  this  avenue  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  is  not  fliut, 
that  Houfe  muft  be  blown  up  by  it  as  effectually 
as  it  might  have  been  by  the  combuftible  mat- 
ter laid  under  it  an  age  ago  by  Guido  Faux. 

He  that  brings  the  torch  into  the  room  to  fire 
it  in  the  midft  of  the  company,  differs  from  hioi 
who  undermines  it  only  in  point  of  modefty. 

It  is  amazing  that  fuch  care  fhould  be  takea 
to  prohibit  an  occafional  Conformift  from  being 
a  conftable,  and  nobody  takes  it  in  his  head  to 
prevent  an  occafional  Lord  from  being  a  judge, 
nay,  a  legiflator.  I  am  very  willing  that  a  good 
and  honourable  peace  may  expiate  this  fiep, 

A  a  which 
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which  was  made  in  the  eye  of  the  world  without 
the  lead  deference  to  a  good  and  gracious  Sove- 
reign, to  an  iliuftrious  Nobility,  to  a  learned  and 
knowing  Gentry,  to  a  great  and  valiant  People : 
1  fay,  let  even  this  ftep  be  forgiven  for  a  good 
peace ;  but  let  not  that  peace  receive  its  fanc- 
tion  from  the  repetition  of  it.  If  men  cannot 
carry  on  the  bufinefs  of  the  nation  without  fuch 
helps,  they  may  as  well  in  plain  terms  tell  us 
they  cannot  maintain  the  conftitution,  but  they 
will  alter  it  to  one  which  they  can.  But  how  is 
this  received  with  fo  much  indifference  I  Why, 
men  qualified  for  power  dired  mankind  by  con- 
fulting  their  intereft,  and  managing  their  affec- 
tions i  but  pretenders  to  adminiftration  indulge 
the  paffions  of  the  multitude  at  the  expence  of 
their  real  intereft  and  advantage.  It  is  by  this 
latter  method  all  the  anarchical  proceedings, 
which  have  of  late  diftrafl:ed  this  unhappy  na- 
tion, have  been  tolerated.  When  the  minds  of 
men  are  prejudiced,  wonderful  efiedls  may  be 
wrought  againft  common-fenfe.  One  weak  ftep, 
In  trying  a  fool  for  what  he  faid  in  a  pulpit,  with 
all  the  pomp  that  could  be  ufed  to  take  down  a 
jnore  dangerous  and  powerful  man  than  ever 
England  yet  has  feen^  coft  the  moft  able  Minif- 
try  that  ever  any  Prince  was  honoured  with,  its 
being.  The  judgement  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
was  by  this  means  infulted  and  evaded^  and  the 
anarchical  fury  ran  fo  high,  that  Harry  Sache^ 
verell  fwellingi  and  Jack  Hugglns  laughing, 

marched 
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marched  through  England  in  a  triumph  more 
than  military.  Many  extraordinary  things  which 
have  happened  fince,  have  been  brought  about 
upon  a  maxim  no  deeper  than  pax  bello  potior^ 
**  peace  is  better  than  war.*'  A  great  many 
lies,  grafted  upon  this  unqueftionable  truth, 
could  not  but  produce  wonders  among  all  who 
pay  taxes.  But  arithmetick  is  fo  common  an  art, 
that  the  very  common  people,  now  their  paffions 
are  fallen,  fee  their  cafe  in  one  flieet  of  pajper, 
called,  **  A  View  of  the  Taxes,  Funds,  and 
*'  public  Revenues  of  England.  Printed  for 
**  Tim.  Child,  at  the  White  Hart,  at  the  Weft 
"  end  of  St,  PauPs  "^r 

As  for  myfelf,  what  I  have  here  fuggefted  is 
from  a  very  honeft  heart,  and  I  have  an  armour 
in  my  integrity  againft  all  gainfayers*  My  com- 
fort is,  that  the  laws  of  England  are  iHll  In 
force ;  and,  though  what  I  have  faid  may  be 
unacceptable,  I  am  fure  it  is  not  illegal.  While 
the  laws  are  in  being  I  am  fafe,  and  no  man  can 
be  fafe  who  outlives  them.  May  I,  whenever 
they  expire,  die  with  them  ! 

I  wifh  you  the  long  poffeffion  of  the  honour 
in  which  your  generous  behaviour  has  placed 
you  in  the  minds  of  all  true  Englifhmen ;  and 
am,  with  great  refpeft,  your  moft  obedient  fer- 
vant,  Francis  HrcKS'f'. 

#  In  a  paper  called  '<  The  Proicfler,"  by  Mr.  Ralph,  jpub- 
Itfhed  in  1753,  N*  5,  this  piece  is  quoted  as  the  produ6tion  of 
J^r.  Walpole. 

f  Acknowledged  by  Steele  as  his  own  in  171  $• 

Aaz  LETTER 
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LETTER     CCCCXVI  ♦. 
To  the  Earl  of  Wharton  f. 

My  Lord,  [1712-13J. 

THE  author  of  the  Speftator,  having  pre- 
fixed  before  each  of  his  volumes  the  name 
of  foaie  great  perfon  to  whom  he  has  particular 
obligations^  lays  his  claim  to  your  Lordfhip's 

♦  Prefixed  to  the  fifth  volume  of  "  The  Spcaator." 
f  Thomas  Wharton  was  appointed  by  King  William  Comp* 
trollcr  of  the  Houlhold,  Jufiice  in  Eyre  South  of  Trent,  and 
Lord-Heutenant  of  Oxfordihire  $  created  Vifcount  Winchendon. 
and  Earl  of  Wharton,  Dec.  2j,  1706$  appointed  Lord -lieute> 
nant  of  Ireland,  Nov.  25,  1708  (when  Mr.  AMifbn  became 
his  Secretary)  ;  Lord  Privy-feal,  Sept.  24,  1714;  and,  Dec.  44, 
Marquis  of  Wharton  and  Malmeibury,  in  England;  and  £art 
of  Rathfarnham  and  Marquis  of  Catherlough,  in  Ireland.  He 
died  April  iz,  1715,  in  the  76th  year  of  his  age.  He  was 
fucceeded  by  his  fen  Philip,  whom  King  George  1,  in  17x8,  cre- 
ated Duke  of  Wharton,  purely  in  confideration  of  the  merits  of 
nis  noble  father,  as  appears  from  the  patent  of  his  creation,  whidi 
mentions  **  King  William's  obligations  to  Lord  Wharton  for  his 
^''conftant  and  vigorous  defence  of  the  public  libeny,  and  the 
"  Protcftant  religion  j"  and  flates,  **  how  vigoroufly  he  fupported 
'<  the  intereft  of  King  George,  by.  the  weight  of  his  CDunfels,  the 
"  force  of  his  wit,  and  the  6rmncfs  of  his  mind,  when  his  faid 
"  Maje fly's  litle  to  the  fucceflio.n  to  this  realm  was  in  danger.'* 
An  eminent  hiflorian  fays,  "he  had  as  many  friends  as  the  con- 
"  (litution,  and  that  only  its  enemies  were  bis ;  that  he  made  00 
**  merit  of  his  zeal  for  his  country  ;  and  that  he  expended  abo?c 
''  8o,ocoL  for  its  fervice  in  ele£^ions,"  &c.  There  is  in  the 
Britilh  Mufeum  a  tran(cr!pt,  by  Dr.  Birch,  of  a  moft  curiom 
letter  of  Lord  Wharton  to  King  William,  copied,  it  is  faid,  froM 
an  original,  communicated  to  that  indefatigable  tranfcriber  by  Mr. 
AHle^  which  we  do  not  recolle£l  to  have  feen  in  print,  though  it 
well  delerves  publication.    See  MSS.  Birch^  4107., 
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patronage  upon  the  fame  account.    I  muft  con« 
fefs,  my  Lord^  had  not  I  already  received  gr^at 
inflances  of  your  favour,  I  Ihould  have  been 
afraid  of  fubmitting  a  work  of  this  nature  to 
your  perufal.     You  are  fo  thoroughly  acquaint- 
ed with  the  charaders  of  men^  and  all  the  parts 
of  human  life^  that  it  is  impoffible  for  the  leaft 
mifreprefentation  of  them  to  efcape  your  notice. 
It  is  your  Lordfhip's  particular  diftin^on  that 
you  are  matter  of  the  whole  compafs  of  bufinefs, 
and  have  fignalized  yourfclf  in  all  the  different 
fcenes  of  it.     We  admire  fome  for  the  dignity, 
others  for  the  popularity  of  their  behaviour; 
fome  for  their  clearnefs  of  judgement,  others 
for  their  happinefs  of  expreffion  j  feme  for  the 
laying  of  fchemes,  and  others  for  the  putting  of 
them  in  execution,     it  is  your  Lordfhip  only 
who  enjoys  thefe  feveral  talents  united,  and  that 
too  in  as  great  perfeSion  as  others  polFefs  them 
fingly*     Your  enemies  acknowledge  this  great 
extent  in  your  Lordihip's  charadtcr,  at  the  fame 
time  that  they  ufe  their  utmoft  induftry  and  in- 
vention to  derogate  from  it.     But  it  is  for  your 
honour  that  thofe  who  are  now  your  enemies 
were  always  fo.    You  have  ad:ed  in  fo  much 
confiftency  with  yourfelf,  and  promoted  the  in- 
terefts  of  your  country  in  fo  uniform  a  manner, 
that  even  thofe  who  would  mifreprefent  your 
generous  defigns  for  the  public  good,  cannot 
but  approve  the  deadinefs  and  intrepidity  w  ith 

A  a  3  which 
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"^^  ^  v;      which  you  purfue  them.    It  Js  a  raoft  fenfible 
^     ^^     pltafure  to  me  that  I  have  this  opportunity  of 
profeffing  myfelf  one  of  your  great  admirers, 
and,  in  a  very  particular  manner,  my  Lord, 
your  Lordlhip's  moft  obliged,  and  moft  obedi- 
^  \  A-   ent,  humble  fervant.  The  Spectatok* 
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..     .«    X    .    H  ■         LETTER     CCCCXVII*. 
*" '"^    <  -<  ^  To  the  Earl  of  Sunderland  +• 

J  x^;     'iv*    My  Lord,  [1712-13J 

X     r^  <  \  T  ^-^^  inany  favpurs  and  civilities  (receivc4 
,\  ^-^  v^     V  ,   from  you  in  a  private  capacity)  which  I 
-*    Jr    "         hav€  no  other  way  to  acknowledge,  will,  I  hope, 
r       ..  "         excufe  this  prefumption ;  but  the  juftice  I,  as  a 
,    Spectator,   owe  your  charafter,   places  mc 
.7    -         -^   above  the  want  of  an  excufe.     Candour  and 
^    >  4  "<,  opennefs  of  heart,  which  Ihine  in  all  your  words 
\  and  a&ions,  exa&  the^  higheft  efteem  from  ail 
-  who  have  the  honour  to  know  you  ;  and  a  win- 
ning condefcenfion  to  all  fubordinate  to  you, 
\       made  bufinef?  a  pleafure  to  thqfe  who  executed 

<  *  Pre6xed  to  the  fixtji  volumf  of  •*  The  S|peftator." 

^  ^    '         t  Charles  Spencer,  Earl  of  Sunderland,   who  fucceeded  to 

-     ;        A  -c^^^-  ^^^  '"^*>  ^^P^*  *^'  *^®*'  **"  '^*  death  of  his  father  Robert. 

•^  ^  ^>^  He  was  made  Secretary  of  State,  Dec.  5,  1706;  and  difmifTedy 

/  v7  '      J**"^  '4»  17IQ*     Sept.  I,  1715,  he  had  a  penfion  qf  i20ol.//r 

^         "^"*»%^     annum  fettled  on  him.     April  16,  17 17,  was  again  appointed 

X  V^  ,  Secretary  of  State;  March  16,  1717-18,  Lord  Prefideht  of  the 

^^;  ^      H.*.-^         Council}   Feb.  6,    1718-1^,   Groom   of  the  Stole j   and  died 

y"^    ^    -  ^        April  19,    17^*-     He  married  Lady  Anne  Churchill,   iecond 

"^        daiigjiter  of  John  Du'ke  of  Marlborough?   to  whofe  titles  h<i|;^. 
eldeil  furviving  fon,  Charles^  fucceeded  in  1733.  '^j/J^i       C^ 

i  ■         I  •.  r>  --    if 
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it  under  you,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  height-  '^^ 

cned  her  Majefty*s  favour  to  all  who  had  the  \   ^ 

happincfs  of  having  it  conveyed  through  your  *;^"^*^- 

hands.     A  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  intereft  of  v    ^'^  , 

mankind,  joined  with  that  of  his  fellow-fub-  ^^  »^t 

jecfts,   accomplilhed  with  a  great  facility  and  -:  ^  '^ 

elegance  in  all  the  modern  as  well  as  antient  ^-  -;  '  ;^ 

languages,  was  a  happy  and  proper  member  of  "^  ^  ' 

a  Miniftry,  by  wbofe  fervices  your  Sovereign  *^,  ^^ 

is  in  fo  high  and  flouriihing  a  condition,   as  t:\    "> 

makes  all  other  Princes  and  Potentates  powerful  / 

or  inconfiderable  in  Europe,  as  they  are  friends  *N    C 
or  enemies  to  Great-Britain.     The  importance'  -«?  O 

of  tbofe  great  events  which  happened  during  '  pW 

that  Adminiftration,  in  which   your  Lordil^ip  I  ;v    .^^ 
bore  fo  important  a  charge,  will  be  acknow-*   ^.  ^  \  * 
ledged  as  long  as  time  (hall  endure*   I  (hall  not^N  .l;;^ 

therefore,  attempt  to  rchearfe  thofe  illuftrious  ^    y^ 

paffages ;  but  give  this  application  a  more  pri-  Nf^    jy , 

vate  and  particular  turn,  in  deliring  your  Lord-  ^     ^ 

fliip  would  continue  your  favour  and  patronage  i     )   > 

to  me,  as  you  are  a  gentleman  of  the  moft  po-  h'     V^ 

lite  literature,  and  perfedly  accomplilhed  in  the  ^^    * 

knowledge  of  books  *  and  men,  which  makes  it  ^  "^"^ 
neceffary  to  befeech   your  indulgence  to  the 
following  leaves,  and  the  Author  of  them  :  who 
is,  with  thegreateft  truth  and  refpeA,  my  Lord, 
your  Lordlhip's  obliged,  obedient,  and  humble 

fervant.                                  The  Spectator.  -  ^ 

♦  .His  Lordfliip  was  the  founder  of  the  fplcndid  and  truly  valu*  \>       "•    '• 
sble  library  at  Althorp.  «^ 

A  34  BETTER 
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LETTER    COCCXVIII. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mr.  Addison. 

Sir,  May  13,  1713* 

IWAS  told  yefterday,  by  fcveral  perfons, 
that  Mr.  Steele  had  reflefbed  upon  me  in  his 
Guardian  ;  which  I  could  hardly  believe,  until^ 
fending  for  the  paper  of  the  day,  I  found  he 
had,  in  feveral  parts  of  it,  infinuated  with  the 
ntmoft  malice,  thtt  I  was  Author  of  the  Exa- 
miner * ;  and  abufed  me  in  the  grofleft  manner 
he  could  poffibly  invent,  and  fet  his  name  to 
what  he  had  written.  Now,  Sir,  if  I  am  not 
Author  of  the  Examiner,  how  will  Mr.  Steele 
he  able  to  defend  himfclf  from  the  imputation 
of  the  highcft  degree  of  bafenefs,  ingratitude, 
and  injuftice  ?  is  he  fo  ignorant  of  my  temper, 
and  of  my  ftyle  ?  has  he  never  heard  that  the 
Author  of  the  Examiner  (to  whom  I  am  altoge- 

*  In  tht  Guardian,  No  LIU.  Mr.  Steele  fays,  "  Though 
''  fometintes  I  have  been  told  by  familiar  friends,  that  they  faw 
**  me  fuch  a  time  talking  to  the  Examiner  y  others,  who  have 
<'  raillied  me  for  the  fins  of  my  youth,  tell  me,  it  is  credibly  re* 
**  ported  that  I  have  formerly  lain  wtb  tbt  Examiner  -f»l  haw 
**  carried  my  point  i  and  it  is  nothing  to  me  whether  the  £xa« 
**  miner  writes  in  the  charafter  of  an  efiranged  friend^  or  an  ex^ 
**  afperated  mijfre/s. "-^By  the  firft  of  thefe  appellations.  Dr. 
Swift  is  to  be  underftood ;  by  the  latter,  Mrs.  Manley,  autboreft 
of  the  Atalantis,  Who  likewife,  in  conjundTonwitfi^Oldifwortb, 
^rote  in  the  Examiner,  often  under  the  dire&ion,  and  with  the 
•ftftancei  of  Swift,  but  often^r  without  leading-ftrijigi. 
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ther  a  flranger^)  dtd,  a  month  or  two  ago^ 
vindicate  me  from  having  any  concern  in  it? 
ihould  not  Mr.  Steele  have  firft  expoftulated 
with  me  as  a  friend  ?  have  I  deferved  this  ufage 
from  Mr.  Steele,  who  knows  very  well  that  my 
Lord  Trcafurer  -f-  has  kept  him  in  his  employ- 
ment upon  my  intreaty  and  interceffion  X  ?   My 

Lord 

*  The  reader  will  pleafe  to  recoIIe6^  the  received  opiniofi, 
that  Dr.  Swift  never  wrote  any  Examiners  after  June  7,  171  x« 
The  curious  nnay  fee  an  accurate  and  fatisfa^ory  account  of  the 
Examiner^  and  of  this  circumfiance  particulai'ly,  in  the  new  edi- 
tion of  the  Tatler  with  notes,  vol.  V.  N®  a  10,  p.  307,  note, 

t  Robert  Harley,  Earl  of  Oxford, 

%  «  I  fat  till  ten  in  the  evening  with  Addifon  and  Steele : 
''  Steele  will  certainly  lofe  his  Gazetteer's  place,  all  the  world 
**  detciling  his  engaging  in  parties."  Swifts  Journal  to  &t«ll% 
Sept.  10,  1710. 

«  I  was  this  rooming  with  Mr.  Lewis,  the  under-fecretary 
**  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  two  hours,  talking  politics,  and  contrir* 
**  ing  to  keep  Steele  in  his  office  of  ffcampt  paper :  he  has  loft 
<*  his  place  of  Gazetteer,  three  hundred  pounds  a  year,  for  writi* 
"  ing  a  Tatler,  fiHne  months  ago,  againft  Mr,  Harley,  who 
**  gave  it  him  at  firft,  and  raifed  the  falary  from  (ixty  to  three 
**  hundred  pounds.  This  was  devilifli  ungrateful  y  and  Lewis 
«  was  telling  me  the  particulars :  but  I  had  a  hint  given  me» 
«  that  I  might  fave  him  in  the  other  employment  j  and  leave 
<«  was  given  me  to  clear  matters  with  Steele.  Well,  I  dined 
^<  with  Sir  Matthew  Dudley,  and  in  the  evening  went  to  fit  with 
**  Mr.  Addifon,  and  offer  the  matter  at  diftance  to  him  as  the 
'<  difcreeter  perfon ;  but  found  party  had  fo  poiTeiTed  him,  that 
**  he  talked  as  if  he  fufpedled  me,  and  would  not  fall  in  with 
*^  any  thing  1  faid.  So  I  ilopt  ihort  in  my  overture,  and  we 
**  parted  very  dryly  ;  and  I  fhall  fay  nothing  to  Steele,  and  \%t 
**  them  do  as  they  will  j  but  if  things  ftand  as  they  are,  he  will 
**  certainly  lofe  it,  unlefs  I  fave  him ;  and  therefore  I  will  not 
**  (peak  to  him,  that  I  may  not  report  to  his  c^iiad vantage.  It 
^*  not  this  vexatious  r  and  it  there  fo  much  ia  the  proverb  of 

**  proffered 
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Lord  Chancellor  *  and  Lord  Bolingbroke  will  be 
witnefles  bow  I  was  reproached  by  my  Lord 
Treafurer,  vipon  the  ill  returns  Mr.  Steele  made 
to  his  Lordlhip's  indulgence,  &c.    Jon*  Swift. 

[I  ■ 

LETTER     CCCCX  X. 

To  Dr.  Swift, 
Sir,  May  19,  17 13. 

MR.  ADDISON  fliewed  me  your  letter, 
wherein  you  mention  me.     They  laAjgh 
at  you,  if  they  make  you  believe  your  interpo- 

**  proffered  fervice?  When  fhall  I  grow  wife  ?  I  endeavour  to 
*'  zSt  in  the  ^oft  exad  points  of  honour  and  confcience,  and 
*'  my  neareft  friends  mil  not  nnderftand  it  fo.  What  inuil  a 
**  man  expe£^  from  his  enemies  ?  This  would  vex  me,  but  it 
**  ihall  not;  and  fo  I  bid  you  good  night,  &c.''     Ibid.  06t.  22. 

**  Lewis  told  me  a  pure  thing.  I  had  been  hankeriog  with 
**  Mr.  Harley  to  {ave  Steele  his  other  empioymenr,  and  ha?e  a 
**  little  mercy  on  him,  and  I  had  been  faying  the  fame  rhing  to 
"  Lewis,  who  is  Mr.  Harley's  chief  favourite.  Lewis  tells  Mr. 
*'  Harley,  how  kindly  I  ibould  take  it,  if  he  would  he  reconciled 
^  to  Steele,  &c.  Mr.  Harley,  on  m^  account,  f&\h  in  with  it, 
**  and  appoints  Steele  a  time  to  let  him  attend  him;  which  Steele 
<<  accepts  with  great  fubmiffion,  but  never  comes,  nor  fends  any 
'^  excufe.  Whether  it  was  blundering,  fullennefs,  infolence,  or 
<*  rancour  of  party,  I  cannot  tell  ;  but  I  fhall  trouble  myielf  no 
*'  more  about  h(m.  I  believe  Addifon  hiadcrcd  him  out  of 
**  meer  fpite,  being  grated  to  the  (bul  to  ^hink  he  ibould  ever 
''want  my  help  to  fave  his  friend j  yet  now  he  is  foliciting 
**  me  to  make  another  of  his  friends  Queen's  Secretary  at  Gc- 
**  neva ;  and  I  will  do  it  if  I  can  ;  it  is  poor  Paftoral  Philips." 
Ibid.  Dec.  i6. 

One  fiery  is  good  till  another  is  heard.  See  a  very  different  aa- 
count  of  the  whole  tranfa6lion  pointed  out  in  a  note  on  tlie  new 
edition  of  the  Tatler,  ttt/ufra,  \o\.  VL  N*  228,  p.  95,  etfiq. 

*  Lord  Harcourt* 
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fition  kas  kept  me  thus  long  in  my  office.  If 
you  have  fpoken  in  my  behalf  at  any  time,  I  am 
glad  I  have  always  treated  you  with  refped; 
though  I  believe  you  an  accomplice  of  the  Ex- 
aminer. In  the  letter  you  are  angry  at,  you  fee 
I  have  no  reafon  for  being  fo  merciful  to  him, 
but  out  of  regard  to  the  imputation  you  lie  un- 
der. You  do  not  in  diredt  terms  fay  you  are  not 
concerned  with  him  :  but  make  it  an  jirgument 
of  your  innocence,  that  the  Examiner  has  dc-  . 
clared  you  have  nothing  to  do  with  him.  I  be- 
lieve  I  could  prevail  upon  the  Guardian  to  fay 
there  was  a  miftake  in  putting  my  name  in  his 
paper:  but  the  Englifh  would  laugh  at  us, 
ihould  we  argue  in  fp  Irifti  a  manner.  I  am 
heartily  glad  of  your  being  mad^  Dean  of  St. 
Patrick's.  I  am.  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  hum- 
ble fervant,  Richard  Steele. 


LETTER    CCCCXX. 

From  Dr.  Swift. 
S I  Vi\ 
f      »»     •      •      ••••••••♦. 

*  I  may  probably  know  better,  whan  they  are 

*  "  It  has  unluckily  happened  that  two  or  three  lines  have^been 
torn  by  adcident  from  the  beginning  of  this  letter;  and,  by  the 
fame  accident,  two  or  three  lines  are  mifling  towards  the  latter 
party  which  were  written  on  the  back  part  of  the  paper  which  was 
torn  off.  But  what  remains  of  this  letter  will,  I  prefume,  be  very 
ratisfa£^ory  to  the  intelligent  reader,  upon  many  accounts."  For 
this  note,  and  for  the  letter  itfelf^  we  are  indebted  to  the  Jate 
}i^ne  Swifc>  efq. 

difpofcd 
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difpofed The  cafe  was  thus : 

I  did^  with  the  utmoft  application^  and  defiring 
€0  fay  all  my  credit  upon  it,  defire  Mr.  Harley 
(as  he  then  was  called)  to  ihew  you  mercy  *. 
He  faid,  *^  he  would,  and  wholly  upon  my  ac*- 
^*  count :  that  he  would  appoint  you  a  day  to 
*•  fee  him  :  that  he  would  not  exped  you  Ihould 
*'  quit  any  friend  or  principle.'*     Some  days  af- 
ter, he  told  me,  "  he  had  appointed  you  a  day, 
**  and  you  had  not  kept  it  ;'*  upon  which  be  re- 
proached me,  as  engaging  for  more  than  I  could 
anfwer ;  and  advifed  me  to  more  caution  ano- 
ther time.     I  told  him,  and  defired  my  Lord 
Chancellor  -f-  and  Lord  Bolingbroke  to  be  wit- 
nefles,  that  I  would  never  fpeak  for  or  againft 
you  as  long  as  I  lived  ;  only  I  would,  and  that 
it  was  ftill  my  opinion,  you  fliould  have  mercy 
till  you  gave  further  provocations.     This  is  the 
hiftory  of  what  you  think  fit  to  call,  in  the  fpi- 
rit  of  infulting,  "  their  laughing  at  me :"  and 
you  may  do  it  fecurely ;  for,  by  the  moft  inhu^ 
man  dealings,  you  have  wholly  put  it  out  of  my 
power,  as  a  Chriftian,  to  do  you  the  leaft  ill  of* 
fice.   Next  I  defire  to  know,  whether  the  grcat- 
cft  fervices  ever  done  by  one  man  to  another, 
may  not  have  the  fame  turn  as  properly  applied 
to  them  ?    And,  once  more,  fuppofe  they  did 
laugh  at  me,  I  a&.  whether  my  inclinations  to 

*  $ee  above,  pp.  560,  3fi*  f  Lord  Harcowt. 
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fcrve  you  merit  to  be  rewarded  by  the  vilelt 
treatment,  whether  they  fucceeded  or  no?  If 
your  interpretation  were  true,  I  was  laughed  at 
only  for  your  fa)ce ;  which,  I  think,  is  going 
pretty  far  to  ferve  a  friend.  As  to  the  letter  I 
complain  of,  I  appeal  to  your  mofl:  partial 
friends,  whether  you  ought  not  either  to  have 
aiked,  or  written  to  me,  or  defired  to  have  been 
informed  by  a  third  hand,  whether  I  were  any 
way  concerned  m  writing  the  Examiner  ?  And, 
}f  I  had  fhufHed,  or  anfwered  indirectly,  or  af- 
firmed, or  faid,  I  would  not  give  you  fatirfacw 
tion ;  you  might  then  have  wreaked  your  re^ 
venge  with  fome  colour  of  juftice.  I  have  fcvc- 
ral  times  affured  Mr.  Addifon,  and  fifty  others, 
**  that  I  had  not  the  leaft  hand  in  writing  any  of 
^*  thctfe  papers ;  and  that  I  had  never  exchanged 
**  one  fy  liable  with  the  fuppofcd  Author  *  in  nay 
**  life,  that  I  can  remember,  nor  even  feen  him 
*^  above  twice,  and  that  in  mixed  company,  in 
**  a  place  where  he  came  to  pay  his  attendance.*'' 
One  thing  more  I  muft  obfervc  to  you,  that,  a 
year  or  two  ago,  when  fome  printers  ufed  to 
bring  me  their  papers  in  manufcript,  I  abfo» 
lutely  forbid  them  to  give  any  hints  againft  Mu 
Addifon  and  you,  and  fome  others ;  and  have 
frequently  ftruck  out  refledtions  upon  you  in 

*  It  is  clear  that  Swift  all  along  alludes  to  Oldifworth  as  the 
Author  of  the'ExamtDcr.  Steele,  on  the  contrary,  fcts  out  on  the 
fuppoiitioD  that  thofe  papers  were  ilill  the  produfiion  of  Swift  and 
Mrs.  Manley. 

particular. 
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particukr,  afid  Ihould  (I  believe)  have  done  it 
ftill,  if  I  had  not  wholly  left  off  troubling  ray- 
felf  about  thofe  kind  of  things. 

I  proteft,  I  ttever  faw  any  thing  more  liable 
to  exception,  than  every  part  is  of  the  letter 
you  were  pleafed  to  write  tne.    You  plead, 
**  that  I  do  not,  in  mine  to  Mr.  Addifon,  in  di- 
«*  redt  terms,  fay  1  am  not  concerned  with  the 
"  Examiner."    And  is  that  an  excufc  for  the 
mod  favage  injuries  in  the  world  a  week  before? 
How  far  you  can  prevail  with  the  Guardian,  I 
ihall  not  trouble  myfelf  to  enquire ;   and  am 
more  concerned  how  you  will  clear  your  own 
honour  and  confcience  than  my  reputation.    I 
(hall  hardly  lofe  one  friend  by  what  you  ^    .    . 
•     •     •     1  know  not  any     •      •      •     •     laugh 

at  me  for  any    •     •     •    •     •     •     abfurdity  of 

yours.  There  are  folecifms  in  morals  as  well  as 
in  languages ;  and  to  which  of  the  virtues  you 
will  reconcile  your  conduct  to  me,  is  paft  my 
imagination.  Be  pleafed  to  put  thefe  queftions 
to  yourfelf :  "  If  Dr.  Swift  be  entirely  innocent 
•*  of  what  I  accufe  him,  how  ihall  I  be  able  to 
^^  make  him  fatisfa&ion  ?  and  how  do  I  know 
♦*  but  he  may  be  entirely  innocent  ?  If  he  was 
**  laughed  at  only  becaufe  he  folicited  for  me,  is 
*^  that  fufEcient  reafon  for  me  to  fay  the  vileft 
**  things  of  him  in  print,  under  my  hand,  with* 
**  out  any  provocation  ?  and  hew  do  I  know  but 

^  Htic  the  manttfcript  is  torn.    See  p.  363. 

«  he 
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"  he  may  be  in  the  right,  when  he  fays  I  was 
•*  kept  in  my  employment  at  his  interpofition  ? 
^*  If  he  never  once  refleded  on  me  the  leaft  in 
"  any  paper,  and  hath  hindered  many  others 
**  from  doing  it,  how  can  I  juftify  myfelf,  for 
"  endeavouring  xtt  mine  to  ruin  his  credit  as  a 
"  Chriftian  and  a  clergyman  ?"  I  am.  Sir,  your 
moft  obedient  humble  fervant,      Jon,  Swift. 


LETTER    CCCCXXI. 
To  Dr»  Swift, 

S  I  R,  Bloomlbury,  May  a6,  17 13. 

I  HAVE  received  yours,  and  find  it  is  im- 
poflible  for  a  man  to  judge  in  his  own  cafe. 
For  an  allulion  to  you,  as  one  under  the  impu- 
tation of  helping  the  Examiner  ^,  and  owning  I 
was  rellrained  out  of  refpeft  to  you,  you  teU 
Addifon,  under  your  hand,  *^  you  think  me  the 

*  When  the  curious  reader  hat  coniidered  what  is  forcibly  tl* 
ledged  in  the  notes  on  the  ocw  edition  of  the  Tat L BR  ut  fufira, 
he  will  probably  be  convinced  of  three  things :  i.  That  Steele's 
eftrangtd  Jrknd  was  reaHy  an  accomplice  of  the  Examiner,  and 
an  a£lual  writer  in  that  Paper  long  after  the  time  commonly  fup- 
pofed ;  2.  That  Steele  was  not  guilty  o^  that  ingratitude  to 
Mr.  Harley,  of  which  he  has  been  accufed;  and,  3.  That  the 
difagreement  of  two  fuch  men  as  Swift  and  Steele  is  a  me* 
lancholy  proof  of  the  lengths  to  which  party  madnefs  will  carry 
even  the  bed  of  men. — But  peace  be  to  the  manei  of  them  both  I 
The  publilher  of  this  volume  will  be  happy  if,  by  any  little  en* 
deavour  of  his,  the  wreath  of  fame  which  they  have  fo  juftly  ob- 
tained ihould  bloom  more  brightly. 

"  vileft. 
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**  vileft  of  mankind,**  and  bid  him  tell  me  fo.  1 
am  obliged  to  you  for  any  kind  things  fald  in 
my  behalf  to  the  Treafurer;  and  affure  you, 
when  you  were  in  Ireland,  you  were  the  con* 
ftant  fubjed  of  my  talk  to  men  in  power  at  that 
time.  As  to  the  vileft  of  mankind,  it  would 
be  a  glorious  world  if  I  were  :  for  I  would  not 
conceal  my  thoughts  in  favour  of  an  injured 
man,  though  all  the  powers  on  earth  gainfaid 
it,  to  be  made  the  firft  man  in  the  nation.  This 
pofition,  I  know,  will  ever  obftruft  my  way  in 
the  world  ;  and  I  have  conquered  my  defires  ac- 
cordingly. I  have  refolved  to  content  myfelf 
with  what  I  can  get  by  my  own  induftry,  and 
the  improvement  of  a  fmall  eftate,  without  be- 
ing anxious  whether  I  am  ever  in  a  Court  again 
or  not.  I  do  affure  you,  I  do  not  fpeak  this 
calmly,  after  the  ill  ufage  in  your  letter  to  Ad- 
difon,  out  of  terror  of  your  wit,  or  my  Lord 
Treafvjrer's  power;  but  pure  kindncfs  to  the 
agreeable  qualities  Z  once  fo  pafEonately  de- 
lighted in,  in  you,  Tou  know,  I  know  no- 
body, but  one  that  talked  after  you,  could  tell 
*'  Addifon  had  bridled  me  in  point  of  party." 
This  was  ill  hinted,  both  with  relation  to  him, 
and.  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant. 

Rich,  Steele. 
I  know  no  party ;  but  the  truth  of  the  quef- 
tion  is  w-hat  I  will  fupport  as  well  as  I  can,  when 
any  man  I  honour  is  attacked. 

LETTER 
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>  < 

L  E  T  T  E  R     CCCCXXII. 

From  Dr.  Swift. 
Sir,  May  27,  1713. ' 

THE  reafon  I  give  you  the  trouble  of  this 
reply  to  your  letter,  is  becaufe  I  am  going 
in  a  very  few  days  to  Ireland  :  and  although  I 
intended  to  return  towards  winter,  yet  it  may 
happen,  from  the  common  accidents  of  life^ 
that  I  may  never  fee  you  again. 

In  your  yeflerday's  letter,  you  are  pleafed  to 
take  the  complaining  (ide,  and  think  it  hard  I 
fliould  write  to  Mr.  Addifon  as  I  did,  only  for 
an  allufion.  This  alluiion  was  only  calling  a 
clergyman  of  fome  little  diftlndion  an  infidel  •,  a 
clergyman,  who  was  your  friend,  who  always 
loved  you^  who  had  endeavoured  at  leaft  to  ferve 
you ;  ^and  who,  whenever  he  did  write  any 
thing,  made  it  facred  to  himfelf  never  to  fling 
out  the  leaft  hint  againft  you. 

One  thing  you  are  pleafed  to  fix  on  me,  as 
what  you  are  fure  of;  that  the  Examiner  had 
talked  after  me,  when  he  faid,  "  Mr.  Addifon 
«*  had  bridled  you  in  point  of  party.*'  I  do  not 
read  one  in  fix  of  thofe  papers,  nor  ever  knew 
he  had  fuch  a  paflkge ;  and  I  am  fo  ignorant  of 
this,  that  I  cannot  tell  what  it  means :  whether, 
that  Mr.  Addifon  kept  you  clofe  to  a  party,  or 
that  he  hindered  you  from  writing  about  party. 
I  never  talked  or  writ  10  that  author  in  my  life ; 
fo  that  he  could  not  have  learped  it  from  me. 

B  b  And, 


370    S  T  E  E  L  E-^S    LETTERS 

And^  in  ihort^  I  folemnly  affiTm,  that»  with  re- 
lation to  every  friend  I  have,  I  am  as  innocent 
as  it  is  poffible  for  a  human  creature  to  be. 
And,  whether  you  believe  me  or  not,  I  think, 
with  fubmiffion,  you  ought  to  ad  as  if  you  be- 
lieved me,  till  you  have  demonftration  to  the 
contrary.  I  have  all  the  minifiry  to  be  my  wit- 
nefies,  that  there  is  hardly  a  man  of  wit  of  the 
advenfe  party,  whom  I  have  not  bten  fo  bold  as 
to  recommend  often  and  with  eameftnefs  ta 
them ;,  for,  I  think,  principles  at  prefent  arc 
quite  out  of  the  cafe,  and  that  we  difpute  wholly 
about  perfons*.  In  thefe  laft  you  and  I  differ ; 
but  in  the  other,  I  think,  we  agree :  for  I  have 
in  print  profeffed  myfelf  in  politicks  to  be  what 
we  formerly  called  a  Whig. 

As  to  the  great  man  -j^  whofe  defence  you  un- 
dertake ;  though  I  do  not  think  fo  well  of  him. 
as  you  do,  yet  I  have  been  the  caufe  of  pre* 
venting  five  hundred  hard  things  being  faid 
agatnft  him. 

I  am  fenfible  I  have  talked  too  much  when 
myfelf  is  the  fubjed  :  therefore  I  conclude  with 
fincere  wiftiesf  for  your  health  and  profperity, 
and  am.  Sir,  your,  &c.  Jon.  Swift, 

You  cannot  but  remember,  that,  in  the  only 
thing  I  ever  publiihed  with  my  name,  I  took 

*  Steele  fays,  "  I  thought  it  was  the  Ihortcft  way  to  impar- 
**  tia)ity»  to  put  myfelf  beyond  farther  hopes  or  fears,  by  dcclariog 
*'.  myfelf  at  a  time  when  the  difpute  is  not  about  perfirn  and  par- 
*'  tic?,  but  things  and  caufes.'*     Tat.  N<*  193. 

t  The  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

care 
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care  to  celebrate  you  as  much  as  I  could  *,  and 
in  as  handfome  a  manner  as  I  could,  though  it 
was  in  a  letter  to  the  prefent  Lord  Treafurer. 


LETTER    CCCCXXIIL 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  [Earl  of  Oxford], 
Lord  High  Treasurer  of  Great- Britain. 

My  L0RD9      Bloomlbury-fquare,  June  4,  1713. 

I  PRESUME  to  give  your  Lordfliip  this 
trouble  to  acquaint  you,  that  having  an  am- 
bition to  ferve  in  the  enfuing  parliament,  I  hum- 
bly deCrc  your  Lordfliip  will  pleafe  to  accept  of 
my  refignation  of  my  office  as  Commiffioner  of 
the  Stamp  Revenue. 

I  fliould  have  done  this  fooner,  but  that  I 
heard  the  commiflion  was  pafling  without  my 
name  in  it,  and  I  would  not  be  guilty  of  the 
arrogance  of  refigning  what  I  cotild  not  hold. 
But  having  heard  this  fince  contradided,  I  am 

*  In  his    "  Propofal  for  corrcfting  the  Englifli  Tongue/* 
^wift  fays,  ''  I  would  willingly  avoid  repetition,  having  about  a 
"  year  ago  coimhunicated  to  the  publick  much  of  what  I  had  to 
<<  ofiet  upon  this  fubjeft,  by  the  hands  of  an  ingeotou'^  gentle- 
'<  man,  who  for  a  long  time  did  thrice  a  week  difert  or  in(lru£t: 
**  the  kingdom  by  his  papeYs ;  and  is  fuppofed  to  purfue  the  fame 
^*  de(ign  at  pFcfent  under  the  tkle  of  S|be6lator.    This  author, 
**  who  hath  tried  the  force  and  compafs  of  our  laiiguag.e  with  fo 
**  much  fuccefs,  agrees  entirely  with  me  in  mod  of  my  fentimencs 
*'  relating  to  it ;   fo  do,  the  greateit  part  of  the  men  of  wit  and 
'<  kavniDf^,  whom  1  have  bad  the  ha^^tfv  t9  oontcrie  with."  • 

B  b  i»  obliged 
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obliged  to  give  it  up,  as  with  great  humility  I 
do  by  this  prefent  writing.  Give  me  leave  on 
this  occafion  to  fay  fomething  as  to  my  late  con- 
dud:,  with  relation  to  the  late  men  in  power, 
and  to  affure  you  whatever  I  have  done,  faid,  or 
written,  has  proceeded  from  no  other  motive, 
but  the  love  of  what  I  think  truth.  For  merely 
as  to  my  own  affairs,  1  could  not  wifh  any  man 
in  the  adminiftration  rather  than  yourfelf,  who 
favour  thofe  that  become  your  dependants  with 
a  greater  liberality  of  heart  than  any  man  I  have 
ever  before  obferved.  When  I  had  the  honour 
of  a  Ihort  converfation  with  ypu,  you  were 
pleafed  not  only  to  fignify  to  me,  that  I  Ihould 
remain  in  this  office,  but  to  add,  that  if  I  would 
name  to  you  one  of  more  value,  which  would  be 
more  commodious  to  me,  you  would  favour  me 
in  it.  I  am  going  out  of  any  particular  depend- 
ance  on  your  Lordihip  ;  and  will  tell  you  with 
the.  freedom  of  an  indifferent  man,  that  it  is  im- 
poflible  for  any  man  who  thinks,  and  has  any 
public  fpirit,  not  to  tremble  at  feeing  his  coun- 
try, in  its'  prefent  circumftances,  in  the  hands 
of  fo  daring  a  genius  as  yours.  If  incidents 
fbould  arife,  that  ihould  place  your  own  fafety, 
and  what  ambitious  men  call  greatnefs,  in  a  ba- 
lance againft  the  general  good,  our  all  depends 
upon  your  choice  wider  fuch  a  temptation. 
You  have  my  hearty  and  fervent  prayers  to 
Heaven,  to  avert  all  fuch  dangers  from  you.  I 
thank  your  Lordihip  for  the  regard  and  diftinc* 

tion 
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tion  which  you  have  at  fundry  times  ihewed 
me;  and  wifh  yon,  with  youl*  country's  fafety, 
all  happinefs  and  profperity.  Share,  my  Lord, 
your  good  fortune  with  whom  you  will ;  while 
it  lafts,  you  will  want  no  friends ;  but  if  any 
adverfe  day  happens  to  you,  and  I  live  to  fee  it, 
you  will  find  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  be  your 
friend  and  advocate.  This  is  talking  in  a  flrange 
dialeft  from  a  private  man  to  the  firft  of  a  na- 
tion ;  but  to  deiire  only  a  little,  exalts  a  man's 
condition  to  a  level  with  thofe  who  want  a  great 
deal.  But  I  beg  your  Lordlhip's  pardon ;  and 
am,  with  great  refpeO:,  my  Lord,  your  Lord" 
ihip's  moft  obedient,  and  moft  humble  fervant,  ' 

Richard  Steele, 


I 


LETTER     CCCCXXIV*. 

To  Mr.  MErHUENf. 
Sir,    ^  [i7>3]- 

T  is  with  great  pleafure  I  take  an  opportu- 
nity of  publifliing  the  gratitude  I  owe  you 


*  ?refixed  to  the  fevcnth  volume  of  "  The  Spcftator." 
t  Afterward  j&ir  Paul  Methyen,  Knight  of  the  Bach.  This 
i^ry  ingenious  gentleman,  whilft  AmbalTador  at  the  Court  of 
Portugal,  concluded  the  famous  commercial  treaty  which  bears  his 
name)  and,  in  the  fame  capacity  ac  the  Court  of  Savoy,  exerted 
himfelf  nobly  as  a  military  hero.  On  his  return,  he  was  fuccef- 
fively  appointed  to  feveral  imponant  offices  in  the  State  ;  a  Com- 
miflioner  of  the  Admiralty,  Nov.  8,  1709  ;  of  the  Treafury,  0£l:. 
13.,  17 14;  Comptroller  of  the  Houibold,  June  4,  1720$  Tret* 
furer  of  the  Houihold,  1725;  4nd  a  Commiflioner  for  infpe£ling 
the  Law,  Sept.  159  1732.  He  reprefentcd  the  borough  of  Brack- 
ley  in  the  feveral  parliaments  which  met  in  i7X3«  X7i4>  il^^» 
ijzff  and  i734>  «Q(i  died  April  ixj  1757,  aged  S6. 

Bb  3  for 
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for  the  place  you  allow  me  in  yom  friendfhip 
and  familiarity.  I  will  not  acknowledge  to  you 
that  I  have  often  had  you  in  my  thoughts,  when 
I  have  endeavoured  to  draw,  in  fomc  parts  of 
thcfe  difcourfes,  the  character  of  a  good-na* 
tured,  honed,  and  accompliflied  gentleman. 
But  fuch  reprefentations  give  my  reader  an  idea 
of  a  perfon  blamelefs  only,  or  only  laudable  fof 
fuch  perfedlioAS  as  extend  no  farther  than  to  his 
own  private  advantage  and  reputation. 

But  when  1  fpcak  of  you,  I  celebrate  one  who 
has  had  the  happinefs  of  pofleffing  alfo  thofe 
qualities  which  make  a  man  ufeful  to  fociety, 
and  of  having  had  opportunities  of  everting 
them  in  the  moft  confpicuous  manner. 

The  great  part  you  had,  as  Britifli  ambafla- 
dor,  in  procuring  and  cultivating  the  advanta- 
geous conimcrce  between  the  courts  of  England 
and  Portugal,  has  purchafed  you  the  lafting 
efteem  of  all  who  underftand  the  intereft  of  ei- 
ther  nation.    ' 

Thofe  perfonal  excellencies  which  are  over- 
rated by  the  ordinary  world,  and  too  much  neg- 
lected by  wife  men,  you  have  applied  with  the 
jufteft  fkill  and  judgement.  The  moft  graceful 
addrefs  in  horfemanfhip,  in  the  ufe  of  the  fword, 
and  in  dancing,  has  been  employed  by  you  as 
lower  arts ;  and  as  they  have  occafionally  ferved 
to  cover,  pr  introduce  the  ulents  of  a  ^ilfol 
Minister. 
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But  your  abilities  have  not  appeared  only  in 
one  nation.  When  it  was  your  province  to  aft 
as  her  Majefty's  minifter  at  the  court  of  Savoy, 
at  that  time  incaniped,  you  accompanied  that 
gallant  Prince  through  all  the  viciffitudes  of  his 
fortune,  and  ihared  by  his  fide  the  dangers  of 
that  glorious  day  in  which  he  recovered  his  ca- 
pital. As  far  as  it  regards  perfonal  qualities, 
you  attained,  in  that  one  hour,  the  higheft  mi- 
litary reputation.  The  behaviour  of  our  Minif- 
ter in  the  aftion,  and  the  good  offices  done  the 
vanquiflied  in  the  name  of  the  Queen  of  Eng* 
land,  gave  both  the  conqueror  and  the  captive 
the  moft  lively  examples  of  the  courage  and  ge- 
nerofity  of  the  nation  he  reprefented^ 

Your  friends  and  companions  in  your  ahfence 
frequently  talk  thefe  things  of  you ;  and  you 
cannot  hide  from  us  (by  the  moft  difcreet  filence 
in  any  thing  which  regards  yourfelf)  that  the 
frank  entertainment  we  have  at  your  table,  your 
eafy  condefcenfion  in  little  incidents  of  mirth 
and  diverfion,  and  general  complacency  of  man- 
ners, are  far  from  being  the  greateft  obligations 
we  have  to  you.  I  do  affure  you,  there  is  not  one 
of  your  friends  has  a  greater  fenfe'  of  your  merit 
in  general,  and  of  the  favours  you  every  day  do 
us,  than,  Sir,  your  moft  obedient,  and  moft 
humble  fervant,  Richard  St££lc. 


Bb4  LETTER 
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LETTER     CCCCXXV  *. 

To  the  Worfliipful  Mr.  John   Snow,  Bailiff  of 

Stockbridge  f- 

Sir,  [September,  or  Oftobcr,  17 13] 

ACCORlJiNG  to  my  promife  when  I  took 
.  my  leave  of  you,  I  fend  you  all  the  pam- 
phlets and  papers  which  have  been  printed  fince 
the  diflblution  of  the  laft  parliament;  among 
thefe  you  will  find  your  humble  fervant  no  fmall 
man,  but  fpoken  of  more  than  once  in  print : 
you  will  find  I  take  up  whole  pajges  in  the  Exa- 
miner, and  that  there  is  a  little  pamphlet  written 
wholly  upon  me,  and  dired:ed  to  me  J.  As  you  arc 
the  magiftrate  of  the  town  whereip,  of  all  places 
in  thp  world,  it  concerns  me  moll  tp  appear  a  dif- 
ferent man  ffoih  the  perfon  whom  thefe  writers 
reprefent  me,  I  addrefs  my  vindication  to  you, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  the  whole  Borough  §• 

'  What 

*  This  Letter  is  extraftcd  from  "The  Importance  of  Dunkirk 
*'  coofidcrcd ;  in  Defence  of  the  Guardian  of  Auguft  the  7tfai  iVh 
"in  a  Utter  to  the  Bailiff  of  Stockbridge."  For  the  political 
party  which  Is  here  omitted,  the  reader  is  referred  to  Steele's  Pok* 
tical  Writings,  p-  23,  etfeq. 

f  In  a  **  Journey  to  Exeter^  1716/*  Cay  fays, 
1'  Of  all  our  race  of  mayors  (hall  Snow  alone 
•<  Be  by  Sir  Richard's  dedication  known  ?" 

J  «  The  Honour  and  Prerogative  of  the  Qjieen's  Majefty  vi"' 

**  dicated  and  defended  againft  the  unexampled  Infolcnce  of  the 

««  Author  of  the  Guardiah :  In  a  Letter  from  a  Country  Whig  to 

f«  Mr.- Steele.'* 

5  This  Epiflle  was  followed,  Nor.  z,  1715,  bv  one  of  thei«- 

Tcrcft 
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What  was  urged  concerning  Dunkirk,  in  the 
Letter  to  the  Guardian,  was  apparently  and  pro- 
feffedly  laid  before  the  miniftry,  that  they  might 
not  be  unmindful  of  what  the  Britifli  nation  ex^ 
peft  from  them.  I  fay  again  and  again,  if  once 
men  are  fo  intimidated  as  not  to  dare  to  offer 
their  thoughts  upon  public  affairs,  without  in^ 
curring  the  imputation  of  offending  againft  the 
^  prerogative  of  their  Prince ;  that  Prince,  what- 
ever advantage  his  minifters  might  make  of  his 
prerogative,  would  himfelf  foon  have  no  prero- 
gative but  that  of  being  deceived.  As  for  my 
parr,  I  have  that  fincere  and  faithful  duty  to  her 
Majefty,  that  I  will  never  fear  to  attempt  any 
thing  that  I  am  able  for  her  fervice,  however 
her  favour  may  be  intercepted  from  me.  The 
Examiner  accufes  me  of  ingratitude,  as  being 
actually  under  falary,  when  I  writ  the  letter  to 
the  Guardian ;  but  he  is  miftaken  in  that  parti- 
cular, for  I  had  refigned,  not  only  my  office  in 
the  ftamp  duties'^*,  but  alfo  my  penfion  as  fervant 

to 

Tcreft  productions  of  Swift,  intituled,  "  The  Importance  of  the 
^*  Guardian  confidered,  in  a  fecond  Letter  to  the  BaiHff  of  Stock-^ 
♦*1)ridge,  by  a  Friend  of  Mr.  Steele  j"  in  which  "  poor  Dick*'  is 
unmercifully  belaboured  by  the  Coloflus  of  the  oppoiite  party. 

♦  This  he  had  done,  June  4,  1713  j  fee  p.  371.  The  "Guar- 
^*  dian"  complained  of,  under  the  fignature  of  "  Engliih  Tory," 
vras  not  publilbed  till  Augu(l  7.-^Swift  on  this  occafion  invidi- 
ouily  fays,  "  i.  A  new  commiHion  was  «very  day  expefted  for  the 
f*  flampt* paper,  and  he  knew  his  name  would  be  left  out ;  and 
**  therefore  his  relignation  would  be  an  appearance  of  virtue 
<f  cheaply  bought,  a.  He  dreaded  the  violence  of  creditors, 
<<  againft  which  his  employments  were  no  manner  of  fecurity. 

"  3.  Being 
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to  his  late  Royal  Highnefs,  which  her  Majcfty 
hath  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  continue  to  tht 
whole  family  of  that  excellent  Prince :  I  diveft- 
cd  myfelf  of  all  that  I  was  fo  happy  to  enjo}"  by 
her  Majefty's  goodnefs  and  favour,  before  I 
would  prefume  to  write  any  thing,  which  was  fo 
apparently  an  advertifcment  to  thofc  ei^nployed 
in  her  fervice. 

I  have  thrown  away  all  expedations  of  prefer- 
ment for  the;  happinefs  of  ferving  in  parliament, 
and  for  the  hopes  of  having  a  vote  in  the  legifla- 
ture  in  the  prefent  great  crifis  of  affairs  :  as  long 
as  I  enjoy  this  ftation  (from  which  the  Examiner 
takes  the  liberty  to  fuggeft  I  (hall  be  expelled) 
I  Ihall  follow  no  leader  or  leaders,  but  aft,  that 
is  to  fay,  vote,  according  to  the  di<3:atf  s  of  my 
<;onfcience,  in  the  public  fervice,      •      .     .    • 

Mr.  Bailiff,  as  there  have  been  very  unjuft  te- 
prefentations  given  of  me  in  your  town,  as  that  a 
man  of  fo  fmall  fortune  as  I  am  muft  have  fccrct 
views  or  fupports,  which  could  move  hitnto 
leave  his  employments,  and  lofe  a  crowd  of  well- 
wifhers,  to  fubjed:  himfelf,  as  he  muft  know  be 
ha&,  not  only  to  the  difefteem,  but  alfo  the 
fcorn  and  hatred  of  very  many,  who,  before  he 
.intermeddled  with  the  publick,  had  a  partiality 
towards  him  :  I  anfwer,  that  I  indeed  have  pa^ 
ticular  views ;  and,  though  I  may  be  ridiculous 

**  3.  Being  »-pcrfon  of  great  fagaciiy,  he  hath  fome  forefigh«  of » 
**  change,  from  the  ufaal  age  of  a  miniftry,  which  is  now  atfnoft 
'**  expired  ;  from  the  little  mifunderOandings  that  have  been  re* 
*•  ported  foraetimes  to  happen  among,  the  men  in  power  j  fro©th« 
**  6ill  of  Commerce  being  rejected/'  &c.  &c. 

for 
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for  faying  it,  1  hope  I  am  animated  in  ray  con* 
dud  by  a  grace  which  is  as  little  pradtifed  as 
underftood,  and  that  is. charity.  It  is. the  hap- 
pinefs  and  comfort  of  all  men,  who  have  a  re* 
gard  to  their  fellow-creatures,  ^nd  defirc  their 
good-wiH  upon  a  proper  foundation,  that  every 
thing  which  is  truly  laudable  is  what  every  man 
living  may  attain.  The  greatcft  merit  is  in 
having  focial  virtues,  fuch  as  juftice  and  truth, 
exalted  with  bcnevoknce  to  mankind.  Great 
qualifications  arc  not  praifes  to  the  poffeflbr  but 
/rom  the  application  of  them  ;  and  all  that  is 
j[uftly  commendable  among  men,  is  to  love  and 
ferve  them  as  much  as  it  is  in  your  power,  with 
a  contempt  of  all  advantages  to.  yourfelf  (abov« 
the  conveniencies  of  life)  but  as  they  tend  to 
the  fervice  of  the  publick..  He  who  has  warmed 
his  heart  with  imprcflions  of  this  kind,  will  find 
glowings  of  good-will,  which  will  firpport  him 
in  the  fervice  of  his  country  againft  all  the  ca* 
lumny,  reproach,  and  invedive,  that  can  be 
thrown  upon  him.  He  is  but  a  poor  creature 
who  cannot  bear  being  odious  in  the  fervice  of 
virtue,^  Riches  and  honours  can  adminifler  to 
the  heart  no  pleafure,  like  what  an  honeil  man 
feels  when  he  is  contending  for  the  interefts  of 
Jlis  country,  and  the  civil  rights  of  his  fellow- 
fubjeds,  without  which  the  being  of  man  grows 
brute,  and  he  can  never,  under  it,  give  to  Hea- 
ven that  worlhip  which  is  called  a  reafonable  fa- 
crifice,  nor  fupport  towards  his  fellow- creatures 

that 
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that  worthy  difpofition,  which  we  call  difintc- 
refted  friendlhip.  The  higheft  pleafure  of  the 
human  foul  confifts  in  this  charity  ;  and  there  is 
no  way  of  making  it  fo  diffufive,  as  by  contend- 
ing for  liberty. 

As  to  laying  afide  the  common  views  by 
which  the  miftaken  world  are  adluated,  a  man 
of  liberal  education  can  eafily  furmount  thofe 
low  confiderations ;  and  when  he  confiders  him- 
felf,  from  the  moment  he  was  born  into  this 
worlds  an  immortal,  though  a  changeable  be- 
ing, he  will  form  his  interefts  and  profpedls  ac- 
cordingly,  and  not  make  provifion  for  eternity 
with  perifliable  things.  When  a  man  has  deeply 
planted  fuch  a  fentiment  as  this  for  the  rule  of 
his  condudt,  the  purfuits  of  avarice  and  ambi- 
tion will  become  as  contemptible  as  the  fports 
of  children ;  and  there  can  be  no  honours^  no 
riches^  no  pleafures  laid  in  his  way,  which  can 
poffibly  come  in  competition  with  the  fatisfac- 
tions  of  an  enlarged  and  public  fpitit* 

From  this  moment,  therefore,  I  Ihall  go  on 
with  as  HHich  vigour  and  chearfulnefs  as  1  am 
able,  to  do  all  that  is  in  my  power,  without  the 
leaft  partiality  to  perfons  or  parties,  to  remove 
the  prejudices  which  Englilhman  has  againft 
Englifliman,  and  reconcile  wounded  brethren, 
;fo  far  as  to  behold  each  other's  adtions  with  an 
inclination  to  approve  them. 

The  man  who  will  reduce  himfelf  to  this  tem- 
per, 
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per,  will  eafily  perceive  how  far  his  afFeftions 
have  been  wrought  upon  and  abufed,  from  an 
oppofition  to  particular  men,  to  facrifice  the  in- 
terefts  of  his  country  itfelf. 

The  proftituted  pens  which  are  employed  in 
a  quite  contrary  fervice,  will  be  very  ready  to 
entertain  a  pretender  to  fuch  reformations  with 
a  recital  of  his  own  faults  and  infirmities ;  but 
I  am  very  well  prepared  for  fuch  ufage,  and 
give  up  myfelf  to  all  namelefs  authors,  to  be 
treated  juft  as  their  mirth  or  their  malice  diredls- 
them. 

It  is  the  difgrace  of  literature,  that  there  are 
fuch  inftruments ;  and  to  good  government,  that 
they  are  fuffered  :  but  this  mifchief  is  gone  fo 
far  in  our  age,  that  the  pamphleteers  do  not  only 
attack  thofe  whom  they  believe  in  general  dif- 
affeded  to  their  own  principles,  but  even  fuch 
as  they  believe  their  friends,  provided  they  do 
not  aft  with  as  fincere  a  prejudice  as  themfelves. 
Upon  the  leaft  deviation  from  an  implicit  hatred. 
to  the  oppofite  party,  though  in  a  cafe  which  in 
iht  neareft  concern  affe<9:s  their  country,  all 
their  good  qualities  are  turned  to  ridicule ;  and 
every  thing,  which  was  before  valued  in  them,  is 
become  contemptible.  Thus  in  one  of  the  pa- 
pers I  fend  you,  a  gentleman,  who  has  diftin* 
guiihed  himfelf  by  a  becoming  veneration,  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  the  affembly,  and 
has  ever  delivered  himfelf  with  a  regard  to  his 

own 
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own  dignity^  and  that  of  the  place  he  was  in ;  19 
rcprefcnted  frivoloufly  as  a  declaimer:  and  a 
noble  Lord,  who  is  confpicuoufly  adorned  with 
the  knowledge  of  letters,  and  is  eminent  for  a 
lively  fprightly  eloquence,  reftified  by  learning  ; 
is  declared  a  companion  fit  only  for  pert  novices 
and  fophifters.  And  what  is  Hill  more  mon<> 
firous  than  all,  a  thjrd  man  of  quality,  for  the 
like  offence,  is  told,  in  this  nice  age  of  propor- 
tioning rewards  to  merit  and  fervice,  that  he 
has  as  much  as  he  deferves. 

But  it  is  to  be  hoped  Englifhmen  will  at  laft 
confider,  and  that  the  Miniftry  will  fee  Dunkirk 
cffcdually  demolilbed. 

It  is  as  frivolous  as  unjuft,  to  hope  to  Hop 
our  mouths  when  we  are  concerned  for  fo  great 
a  point  as  the  bufinefs  of  Dunkirk,  by  mention 
of  the  prerogative,  and  urging  our  fafety  in  our 
good  and  gracious  Queen. 

By  her  great  example,  religion,  piety,  and 
all  other  public  and  domeftic  virtues,  are  kept 
in  countenance  in  a  very  loofe  and  profligate 
age;  all  the  hours  of  her  precious  life,  which 
God  long  preferve,  are  divided  between  the  ex- 
ercifes  of  devotion,  and  taking  minutes  of  the 
fublime  affairs  of  her  government, 

Befides  which,  her  Majefty  has  manifeftcd 
h^rfelf  the  mod  affeftionate  wife,  the  moft  con- 
ftant  friend,  the  moft  tender  mother,  and  has 
filled  every  duty  with  a  virsue  as  fuperior  to  the 

reft 
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reft  of  the  world  as  is  her  high  condition.  But 
I  ftiall  leave  what  I  have  to  fay  on  this  tppick, 
to  the  time  when  the  confequence  of  it  will  be 
infignificant  to  me,  but  yvhich,  I  hope,  will  do 
her  honour,  that  is,  juftice,  when  I  am  no  more, 
and  the  remains  of  her  facred  perfon  are  as  com* 
mon  duil  as  mine. 

But,  as  this  bright  example  is  in  the  perfon  of 
a  lady,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  the  general 
fenfe  of  a  people,  the  fub-divifions  of  affe6lio» 
and  intereft  among  great  men  (to  be  learned 
only  by  converfation  with  them,  even  in  their 
unguarded  leifure),  can  appear  to  her  but  from 
the  information  of  fuch  as  have  the  happinefs 
and  honour  to  lay  them  before  her.  Her  Ma- 
jefty  is  therefore  more  particularly  neceffitated  to« 
rely  upon  the  intelligence  of  her  Miniftry ;  and^ 
ffom  that  very  reafon,  their  fellow-fubjeds  may 
be  the  more  folicitous  fbr  what  paffes  beyond 
the  ordinary  rules  of  government.  Thus  ali 
which  they  offer  for  our  fecurity  and  implicit 
reliance  upon  what  is  tranfadted  by  the  court  of 
England,  to  wit,  her  Majefty's  care  and  good- 
nefe,  are  arguofients  for  exerting  both  our  zeal 
aaid  our  gratitude ;  that  at  any  time  artful  men 
may  not  take  advantage  of  the  fecurity  we  have 
in  her  virtue,  to  indulge  too  much  the  power  of 
any  foreign  Prince  whatfoever,  efpecially  that 
of  the  moft  warlike  potentate  in  Europe. 

I  cannot  leave  this  fubj  eft  without  being  ftill 
7  anxious 


i 
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anxious  with  relation  to  the  difrefpcft  thcyac- 
cufe  me  of  to  my  royal  Miftrefs.  All  that  can 
be  wrefted  to  my  difadvantagc  is,  that  the 
Queen  is  concerned  when  any  thing  is  to  be  im- 
puted to  her  fervants ;  but  I  deny  that,  and 
perlift  in  it,  that  it  is  no  manner  of  diminution 
of  the  wifdom  of  a  Prince,  that  he  is  obliged 
to  aft  by  the  information  of  others. 

If  I  might  make  an  abrupt  digreffion  from 
great  things  to  fmall,  I  ihould  on  this  occafion 
mention  a  little  circumftance  which  happened 
to  the  late  King  William.  He  had  a  French- 
man who  took  care  of  the  gun-dogs,  whofe  bu- 
finefs  it  was  alfd  to  charge  and  deliver  the  piece 
to  the  King.  This  minifter  forgot  to  bring  out 
Ihot  into  the  field  ;  but  did  not  think  fit  to  let  b 
paffionate  a  man  and  eager  a  fportfman  as  iljic 
King  know  his  offence,  but  gave  his  Majefty 
the  gun  loaded  only  with  powder.     When  the 

•  King  miflTed  his  aim,  this'  impudent  cur  flood 

chattering,  admiring,  commending  the  King's 

•  fkill  in  Ihooting,  and,  holding  up  his  hands, 
^  "  he  had  never  feen^j  Majefte  mifs  before  in  his 
^  "  whole  life/'  This  circumftance  was  no  man- 
ner of  argument  to  thofe  (who  afterwards  found 
out  the  fellow's  iniquity)  againft.the  King's  re- 
putation for  a  quick  eye,  and  (hooting  very 
finely.  I  am,  with  refpeft  to  the  Borough  and 
yourfelf.  Sir,  your  moft  humble,  and  moll  obc* 
dicnt  fervant,  Richard  Stekib* 

LETTER 
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LETTER    CCCCXXVI  *. 
To  Lieutenant-general  CADOGANf* 

Sir,  ^        [I7J3-1 

IN  the  charajfter  of  Guardian,  it  behoves  me 
to  do  honour  to  fuch  as  have  deferved  well 
of  fociety,  and  laid  out  worthy  and  manly  qua- 
lities in  the  fervice  of  the  publick.  No  man 
has  more  eminently  diftinguiihed  himfelf  this 
way  than  Mr.  Cadogan,  With  a  contempt  of 
pleafure,  reft,  and  eafe,  when  called  to  the- du- 
ties of  your  glorioiis  profefSon,  you  have  lived 
in  a  familiarity  with  dangers,  and,  with  a  ftrift 
eye  upon  the  final  purpofe  of  the  attempt,  have 
wholly  difregarded  what  fliould  befall  yourfelf 

*  Prefixed  to  the  firft  volume  of  «*  The  Guardian.*' 
f  Wni4  Cadogan,  cfq.  (fee  p.  113.)  Q^arter«niafter*generai  in 
1701  >  Colonel  of  a  regiment  of  horfe  in  1703  ;  Brigadier-general 
in  1704;  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Spanifh  Netherlands,  and  Major- 
general,  in  1706;  Lieutenant-general  in  17095  on  the  acce^ion 
of  King  George,  Matter  of  the  Robes,  and  Colonel  of  the  fccond 
regiment  of  horfe  -  guards ;  Knight  of  the  Thiftle  in  1715  j  Go- 
vernor of  the  Jile  of  Wight,  and  Plenipotentiary  to  Holland,  in 
1716  J  created  Lord  Cadogan,  June  21,  that  year;  Baron  Oakley, 
Vifcount  Caverlhani,  and  Earl.  Cadogan^  April  17,  1718.  On 
the  d^ath  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  in  1722,  he  was  made 
Ma  (let  general  of  the  Ordnance,  and  Colonel  of  the  firft  regiment 
of  foot- guards.  He  died  July  17,  1726. — No  officer  was  ever  fo 
much  relied  on  by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  as  General  Cadogan. 
He  had  the  care  of  marking  out  almoft  every  camp  during  the 
war  in  the  Netherlands  and  Germany ;  which  he  executed  fo  fltil- 
fully,  that,  it  wa$  obferved,  the  Duke  wa«  nsver  furpm^d  01^  at* 
tacked  m  his  canop  dtidog  the  whole  war* 

C  c  in 
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in  the  profecution  of  it.  Thus  has  life  xifen  to 
you  as  faft  as  you  refigned  it ;  and  every  new 
hour,  for  having  fo  frankly  lent  the  preceding 
moments  to  tl\e  caufe  of  judice  and  of  liberty, 

.has  come  home  to  you,  improved  with  honour. 

^  This  happy  diftindtion,  which  is  fo  very  pecu- 
liar to  you,  with  the  addition  of  induftry,  vigi- 
lance, patience  of  labour,  thirft  and  hunger,  in 
common  with  the  meaneft  foldier,  has  made 
your  prefent  fortune  unenvied.  For  the  publick 
always  reap  greater  advantage  from  the  example 
of  fviccefsful  merit,  than  the  deferving  man 
himfelf  can  poffiblybe  poflefledof;  your  coun- 
try knows  how  eminently  you  excell  in  the  feve- 
ral  parts  of  military  fkill,  whether  in  aflSgning 
the  encampment,  accommodating  the  troopSi 
leading  to  the  charge,  or  purfuing  the  enemy: 

Ahe  retreat  being  the  only  part  of  the  profcffion 
which  has  not  fallen  within  the  experience  of 
thofe  who  learned  their  warfare  under  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough.  But  the  true  and  honeft  pur- 
pofe  of  this  epiflle  is,  to  defire  a  place  in  your 
friendfliip,  without  pretending  to  add  any  thing 
to  your  reputation ,  who,  by  your  own  gallant 
aftions,  have  acquired  that  your  name  through 
all  ages  fhall  be  read  with  honour,  where-evcr 
mention  fhall  be  made  of  that  illuftrious  Cap- 
tain, i  am,  Sir,  your  mpft  obedient,  and  mou 
humble  fervant.  The  Guardian. 

LETTER 
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LETTER     CCCCXXVII  ♦. 

> 

To  Mr.  PlitTENEY  t. 

Sir,  [1713}* 

THE  greatefi  honour  of  human  life,  is  to 
live  well  with  men  of  merit ;  and  I  hope 
you  will  /  pardon  me  the  vanity  of  publifhing, 
by  this  means^  my  happinefs  in  being  able  to 
name  you  among  my  friends.  The  converfa- 
*  tion  of  a  gentleman^  that  has  a  refined  tafte  of 
letters,  and  a  difpofition  in  which  tbofe  letters 

*  Prefixed  to  the  fecond  volume  of  '*  The  Guardian.'* 
f  William  Pulteney,  e(q.  born  in  1682,  had  early  a  feat  in 
the  Houfe  bf  Commons^  and  diftinguiihed  himfelf  in  Oppofition 
to  Qjxeen  Anne's  laft  miniftrj.  On  the  acceifion  of  King  Geoi^e, 
he  was  appointed  Secretary  at  War»  Sept.  zj,  1714  i  and  after* 
ivard  Cofferer  of  the  Houfliold.     He  was  at  this  time  the  inti* 

*  mate  friend  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole  j  but  in  1715,  that  Miniftcr 
being  fufpe^ted  of  a  defire  to  extend  the  bounds  of  prerogative, 
Mr.  Pulteney  entered  fleadily  into  oppofition  5  and  at  laft  be- 

.  came  fo  obnoxious  to  the  Crown;  that,  July  i^  1731,  King 
George  II.  with  his  own  hand,  ftruck  him  out  of  the  lift  of 
Privy  Counfellors,  and  ordered  him  to  be  put  out  of  the  lift  of 
all  commilHons  of  the  peace.  "  A  proceeding  fo  violent  in  the 
Miniftry  ferved  only  to  inflame  his  refentment,  and  iftcreafe  hit 
popularity.  Sir  Robert  rcfigning  his  employments  in  174 1,  Mr. 
Pulteney  was  again  fworn  of  the  Privy  Council  ^  and  created 
Baron  of  Heydon,  Vifcount  Pulteney,  and  Earl  of  Bath.  From 
that  moment  his  favour  with  the  people  was  at  an  end  ;  and  the 
reft  of  his  life  was  fpent  in  contenxning  that  applaufe  which  he 
no  longer  could  fecure.  William  Vifcount  Pultenpy,  his  only 
fon>  who  was  a  Lord  of  the  Bedchamber,  Aid-de*camp  to  the 
King,  and  Colonel  of  the  Royal  Volunteers,  going  over  with 
his  regiment  in  the  defence  of  Portugal,  died  Feb.  16,  1763  s 
and  the  £ail  dying  July  7,  1764,  the  titles  became  extin£l. 

C  c  2  found 

,  •    /'  ^  -^ 
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found  nothing  to  correft,  but  very  much  to  ex« 
ert,  is  a  gdoti  fortune  too 'unccfmrhon  to  been* 
joyed  in  fileikc  :  in  other v  tlievgfQateft  bufinefs 
.6f  learning  is  to  weed  the  ifoil ;  in  you,  it.  had 
.  nothrr-.?;  eife  to  do  but; to  bring  forth  fruit.  Af- 
'  fabilit/,  conj^kQebcy^  aipdlgwerpUtyof  hwt, 
,  which  iare  niatural  tq  yol|,  -waiiteij.  nothitjg  irm 
v:Hte'riture/'bJLic  .'tojrefine  .-^ddirfA  the  apfpUol"' 
fion  of  tliertl.    .  After  I  have  bp^fted  I  bad  feme, 
.  ihare  in  your  f^miikrity, .  Lk'noW;  aot  how  to  fjo 
.you  thecjiKftice  of  celebratiog  you  for  the  choice 
of  an  elegant  and  worthy  acquaintance,  with 
whom  you  live  in  the=  happy  communication  of 
r  generous -fentimerits,  which  contribute,  not  only 
to  your  own  mutualf  entertainment  and;impitOve- 

^  ment,  but  to  the  honour  and  fervice  of  jrour 
country.  -Zeal  for  the  publiC;good  is  the  cha- 
rafteriftick  of  a  man  of  honour  and  a  gentleriiaflj 

,  >nd  m\lft  take  place  of  plekf^ites,  profits,  and 
all  other  private  gratifications.  Whoever  wants 
this  motive,  is  an  opeh  enfemy,  or  an  inglorious 
neuter,  to  mankind,  In  proportion  to  the  mif- 
applied  advantages  with  which  Nature  and  For- 
tune have  blefled  him.  But  you  have  a  foul 
animated  with  nobler  views,  and  know  that  the 
diftinftion  of  wealth  and  plenteous  circum- 
ftances  is  a  tax  upon  an  honeft  mind,  to  endea- 
vour, as  much  as  the  occurrences  of  life  will" 

m 

give  him   leave,   to  guard  the  .properties  ot 
2  others, 
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others,  and  be  vigilant  for  the  good  of  his  fel- 
low-fubjedfe; 

This,  generous  inclination  no  man  pofrefle&  in 
.  a  warmer  degree  than  yourfelf;  which,  that 
Ifeaven  would  r4ward  with  long  pofleffion  of 
that  reputation  into  which  you  have  made  fo 
eiaf ly  an  entrance,  the  reputation  of  a  man  of 
fenfe,  a  good  citizen,  and  agreeable  xjompanion, 
a  <iifinterefted  friend,  and  an  unbiaffed  patriot, 
is  the  hearty  prayer  of.  Sir,  your  moft  obliged, 
and  moft  obediient,  humble  fcrvant. 

The  Guardian. 


LETTER     CCCCXXVIII* 
To  Mr.  Addison. 

WHILE  you  the  fierce  divided  Britons  awe, 
And  Cato  with  an  equal  virtue  draw, 
While  Envy  is  itfe^lf  iu  wonder  loft, 
And  faftions  ftrive  who  fhall  applaud  you  moft ; 
Forgive  the  fond  ambition  of  a  Friend, 
Who  hopes  himfelf,  not  you,  to  recommend. 
And  join  th'  applaufe  which  all  the  Learn'd  beftow 
On  one,  to  whom  a  perfect  work  they  pwe. 
To  my  light  fcenesf  I  once  infcrib'd  your  name. 
And  impotently  ftrove  to  borrow  fame  ; 
Soon  will  that  die  which  adds  thy  name  to  mine ; 
Let  me  then  live,  join'd  to  a  \york  of  thine  ! 

Richard  Steele. 

*  Prefixed  to  the  Tragedy  of  "  Cato." 
t  "  The  Tender  Hulband."     See  p.  290. 

Cc3      .      LETTEB 


mmm^mmmi^^^mi>^ 


390    S  T  D  E  L  E'S    L  E  T  T  E  R  S 
LETTER    CCCCXXIX*. 

•  « 

'   To  the  Clergy  of  the  Church  of  England f- 

Gentlemek,  Jan.  19,  17 13- 14. 

IT  is  with  a  juft  deference  to  your  great 
power  and  influence  in  this  kingdom^  that  I 
lay  before  you  the  following  comment  upon  the 
laws  which  regard  the  fettlement  of  the  impe- 
rial crown  of  Great  Britain.  My  purpofe  in  ad- 
drelfing  thefe  matters  to  you  is,  to  conjure  you, 
as  Heaven  has  blefled  you  with  proper  talents 
and  opportunities,  to  recommend  them,  in  your 
writings  and  difcourfes  to  your  fellow-fubjed^s. 
In  the  charafter  of  paftors  and  teachers,  you 
have  an  almoft  irrefiftible  power  over  us  of  your 
congregations;  and,  by  the  admirable  inftitu- 
tion  of  pur  laws^  the  tenths  of  our  lands^  i^ow 

*  Prefixed  to  the  celebrated  pamphlet  called  «  The  Crifis.** 
Seep.  10 1.  In  the  8th  number  of  <  The  £DgUihmaD/06i:.  12,1713, 
Mr.  Steele  inferted  a  letter,  giving  notice,  |hat  *  The  Crifis'  was 
then  ready  for  the  prefs ;  and  concluding  in  thefe  words  :  *^  The 
'<  price  of.  this  difcourfe  will  be  but  one  ibilling;  and  perfons 
**  who  are  willing  to  fubfcribe  for  numbers  of  them,  are  defired 
<<  to  leave  their  names  and  fuch  numbers  with  Mr.  Samuel 
^<  Buckley,  a|  the  Dolphin,  in  Little  Britain,  I  beg  the  fayour 
««  of  you  to  infert  this  in  your  very  next  paper ;  for  I  fliali  go- 
**  vern  myfelf,  in  the  numbev  I  print,  according  to  the  number 
*'  of  fubfcriptions."  After  the  fubfcription  had  continued  open 
more  than  two  months,  <  The  Englilhmam/  N^  26,  Dec.  269 
acquainted  the  publick,  that,  **  at  the  defire  of  feveral  ladies  «f 
*<  quality,  the  publication  of  '  The  Crifis'  is  put  off  till  the  fe» 
**  male  world  have  exprefTed  their  zeal  for  the  publickby  a  fiib- 
**  fcription  as  large  as  that  made  among  the  other  fez,"  '^he 
Crifis  ^pp^gre^,  on  the  i9tk  of  January,  1714* 

in 


i 
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in  your  pofleflion^  are  dellined  to  become  the 
property  of  fuch  others  as  fliall,  by  learning 
and  virtue,  qualify  themfelves  to  fucceed  you* 
Thefe  circumftances  of  education  and  fortune 
place  the  minds  of  the  people,  from  age  to  age; 
under  your  direction.  As,  therefore,  it  would  be 
the  highcft  indifcretion  in  minifters  of  ftate  of 
this  kingdom  to  negleft  the  care  of  being  ac- 
ceptable to  you  in  their  adminiftration ;  fo  it 
would  be  the  greateft  impiety  in  you,  to  inflame 
the  people  committed  to  your  charge,  with  ap- 
prehenfions  of  danger  to  you  and  your  conftitu- 
tion,  from  men  innocent  of  any  fuch  defigns. 

Give  me  leave,  who  have  in  all  my  words  and 
actions,  from  my  youth  upwards  *,  maintained 
an  inviolable  refpeft  to  you  and  your  order,  to 
obferve  to  you,  that  all  the  diflTatisfadtion^ 
which  have  been  raifed  in  the  minds  of  the  peo* 
pie,  owe  their  rife  to  the  cunning  of  artful  men, 
who  have  introduced  the  mention  of  you  and 
your  intereft  (which  are  facred  to  all  good 
men)  to  cover  and^fandtify  their  own  pra(9:ices 
upon  the  afFedtions  of  the  people,  for  ends  very 
different  from  the  promotion  of  religion  and 
virtue.    Give  me  leave  alfo  to  take  noticje,  that 

^  See  his  declaration^  already  cited  in  p.  282,  in  refpedk  to 
**  The  Chriflian  Hero."  He  adds,  however,  that,  **  finding  hioi* 
**  felf  flighted,  inilead  of  heing  encouraged,  for  his  declaration  as 
*^xo  religion,  i^  became  incumbent  on  him  to  enliven  his  cha« 
'*ra£ler;  for  which  reafon  he  wrote  'The  Funeral/  in  which, 
*<  though  full  of  incidents  that  move  laughter.  Virtue  and  Vi«e 
**  appear  juft  as  they  ought  to  do.'' 

C  c  4  thefe 
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thcfe  fuggeflions  have  been  fiivoured  by  fome 
few  unwary  men  in  holy  orders;  who  have  made 
the  conftitution  of  theit  own  counrry  a  very  little 
part  of  their  ftudy,  and  yet  made  obedience  and 
government  the  frequent  fubjefts  of  their  dif- 
courfes. 

Thefe  men,  from  the  pompous  ideas  of  im- 
perial  greatnefs,  and  fubmiffion  to  abfolute  em- 
perors, which  they  imbibed  in  their  earlier 
years,  have,  from  time  to  time,  inadvertently 
littered  notions  of  power  and  obedience  abhor- 
rent  from  the  laws  of  this  their  native  country. 

I  will  take  the  further  liberty  to  fay,  that  if 
the  afts  of  parliament  mentioned  in  the  follow- 
ing treatife  had  been  from  time  to  time  put  in  a 
fair  and  clear  light,  and  been  carefully  recom- 
mended to  the  perufal  of  young  gentlemen  in 
colleges,  with  a  preference  to  all  other  civil  jn- 
ftitutions  whatfoever;  this  kingdom  had  not 
been  m  its  prefent  condition  :  but  the  conftitu- 
tion would  have  had,  in  every  member  the  uni- 
verfities  have  fent  into  the  world,  ever  fince  the 
'  Revolution,  an  advocate  for  our  rights  and  li- 
berties. 

There  is  one  thing  which  deferves  your  moft 
ferious  confideration.  You  have  bound  your- 
felves,  by  the  ftrongeft  engagements  that  Religion 
can  lay  upon  men,  to  fupport  that  fucccffion 
Which  is  the  fubjeft  of  the  following  papers  ^ 
you  have  tied  down  your  fouls  by  an  oath  to 
maintain  it  as  it  is  fettled  in  the  Houfe  of  Ha- 
nover ; 
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nover;  nay,  you  have  gone  m«c,b  further  thanf 
is  ufaal  in  cafes  of  this  nature,  as  you  have  per* 
fonally  abjured  the  Pretender  to  this  Crown,  and 
that  exprefsly,  without  any  equivocatitDns  or 
mental  refervations  wharfoever,  that  is,  without 
any  poffible  efcapes,  by  w  ich  the  fubtlery  of 
temporizing  cafuifts  might  hope  to  elude  the 
force  of  thefe  folemn.  obligations;  Yob  know 
much  better  than  I  do,  whether  the  calling  God 
tovvitnefs  to  the  fincerity  of  our  intentions  in 
thefe  cafes,  whether  the  iwearing  upon  the  holy 
Evangelifts  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  whether 
the  taking  of  an  oath  before  multitudes  of  tel- 
low-fubjed:s  and  fello^v-Chriftians  in  our  public 
courts  of  juftice,  do  not  lay  the  greateft  obliga- 
tions that  can  be  laid  on  the  confciences  of  men. 
This  I  am  fure  of,  that  if  the  body  of  a  Clergy, 
who  confiderately  and  vojuntarily  entered  into 
thefe  engagements,  fliould  be  made  ufe  of  as 
inftruments  "and  examples  to  make  the  nation 
break  through  them,  not  only  the  fuccefEon  to 
our  Crown,  but  the  very  effence  of  our  Religion 
is  in  danger.  What  a  triumph  would  it  furniih 
to  thofe  evil  men  among  us  who  are  enemies  to 
your  facred  order  !  what  occafion  would  it  ad- 
minifter  to  Atheifts  and  Unbelievers,  to  fay  that 
Chriftianity  is  nothing  elfe  but  an  outward  fhow 
and  pretence  among  the  moft  knowing'  of  its 
profeffors  !  What  could  we  afterwards  obje(3:  to 
Jefuits  ?   what  would  be  the  fcandal  brought 

upon 
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upon  our  holy  Churchy  which  is  at  prefent  the 
glory  sind  bulwark  of  the  Reformation  ?  how 
would  our  prefent  Clergy  appear  in  the  eyes  of 
their  pofterity,  and  even  to  the  fucbeflbrs  of 
their  own  order,  under  a  government  introduced 
^nd  eftablilhed  by  a  conduct  fo  diredlly  oppofite 
to  all  the  rules  of  honour  and  precepts  of  Chrif- 
tianityl 

As.  I  always  fpeak  and  think  of  your  holy  or- 
der with  the  utmoft  deference  and  refpedt,  I  do 
not  infift  upon  this  fubjedt  to  infinuate  that  there 
is  fuch  a  difpofition  among  your  venerable  body, 
but  to  fliew  how  much  your  own  honour  and  the 
interefl  of  religion  is  concerned,  that  there 
fliould  be  no  caufe  given  for  it. 

Under  colour  of  a  zeal  towards  you,  men 
may  fometimes  adt  not  only  with  impunity  but 
popularity,  what  would  render  them,  without 
that  hypocrify,  infufferably  odious  to  their  fel- 
low-fubjed:s. 

Under  this  pretence,  men  may  prefiime  to 
praftife  fuch  arts  for  the  deftrudtion  and  diiho- 
nour  of  their  country,  as  it  would  be  impious 
to  make  ufe  of,  even  for  its  glory  and  fafety  : 
men  may  do  in  the  higheft  profperity,  what  it 
would  not  be  excufabJe  to  attempt  under  the 
lowed  neceffity ! 

The  laws  of  our  country,  the  powers  of  the 
Jegiflature,  the  faith  of  nations,  and  the  honour 
of  God^  may  be  too  weak  confiderations  to  bear 

up 
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up  againft  the  popular,  though  groundlefs,  cry 
of  the  Church.  This  fatal  prepoffeffion  may 
ihelter  men  in  raifing  the  French  name  and  Ro* 
man  Catholic  intcreft  in  Great  Britain^  and  con* 
fequently  in  all  Europe. 

It  behoves  you  therefore,  Gentlemen,  to  con- 
Cder,  whether  the  cry  of  the  Church  s  danger 
Hiay  not  at  length  become  a  truth  :  and  as  you 
are  men  of  fcnfc,  and  men  of  honour,  to  exert 
yourfelves  in  undeceiving  the  multitude^  when- 
ever their  alieGionate  concern  for  you  may 
prove  fatal  to  themfelves. 

You  are  fiirrounded  by  a  learned,  wealthy, 
and  knowing  gentry,  who  can  diftinguifh  your 
merit,  and  do  honour  to  your  charadters.  They 
know  with  what  firmnefs  as  Engliihmc  n,  with 
what  felf-denial  as  Prelates,  with  what  charity 
as  Chriftians,  the,  Lords  the  Bilhops,  Fathers  of 
the  Church,  have  behaved  themfelves  in  the 
public  caufe  :  they  know  what  contumelies  the 
reft  of  the  Clergy  have  undergone,  what  dif- 
countcn^nce  they  have  laboured  under,  what 
prejudice  they  have  fufFered  in  their  miniftry, 
who  have  adhered  to  the  caufe  of  truth  :  but  it 
is  certain  that  the  face  of  things  is  now  too  me*- 
lancholy  to  bear  any  longer  falfe  appearance^ ; 
and  common  danger  has  ignited  men^  who  not 
long  ago  were  artfully  inflamed  againft  each 
other,  into  fome  regard  of  their  common  fafety. , 

When  the  world  is  in  this  temper^  thofe  of 

our 
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out  paftow,  whbfe  exemplary  lives,  and  chatU 
table  difpofitions^  both  adorn  and  advance  ont, 
holy  religion,  mil  be  the  objeAs  of  our  love  and 
admiration;  arid  thofe  who  purfue^  the  gjratifi- 
cations  of  pride,  ambition,  and  avarice,  under 
the  facred  chara&er  of  Clergymen,  will  not  fail 
to  be  our  contempt  and  derifion. 

Noife  and  wrath  cannot  al*ways  pafs  for  zealv. 
and  if  we  fee  but  little  of  the  public  fpiritof 
Englifhmen,  or  the  charity  ofChrillians,  ia 
Qthersj  it  is  certain  we  can  feel  but  little  of  the 
pleafure  of  love  and  gratitvide,  and  but  faint 
emotions  of  refpedt  and  veneration  in  ourfelves. 

It  will  be  an  aSion  worthy  the  minifters  of 
the  Church  of  England,  to  diftinguilh  thein- 
felves.for  the.  love  of  their  country;  and  as  we 
have  a  religion  that  wants  no  affiftance  from  ar- 
tifice or  enlargement  of  fecular  power,  but  is 
tvell  fupftorted  by  the  wifdom  and  piety  of  its 
preachers,  and  its  own  native  truth,  to  let  man- 
kind fee  that,  we  have  a  Clergy  who  are  of  the 
people,  obedient  to  the  fame  laws,  and  zealous 
not  only  of  the  fupremacy  and  prerogative  of 
our  prJnces,  but  of  the  liberties  of  their  fellow- 
fubjeds :  this  will  make  us,  who  are  your  flock, 
burn  with  joy  to  fee,  and  with  zeal  to  imitate, 
your  lives  and  adiions.  It  cannot  be  expefted 
but  that  there  will  be,  in  fo  great  a  body,  light, 
fuperficial,  vain,  and  ambitious  men,  who 
being  untouched  with  the  fublime  force  of  the 

Gofpel, 
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'Gofpel,  will  thirifc  it  their  intcrcft  to  infinuate 

•jealoufies' between  the  clergy  iand  laity,  in  hopem 

to  derive  from  their  order  a  venenttion  whicK 

they  know  they  cannot  defervc  from  their  vin-. 

tue.      But  while  the  moft  worthy,  TOnfpicuww, 

learned,  and  powerful,  of  your  feored  fun<ftion, 

are  moved  by  thenoble  and  g^ficrous  inceativ^ 

of  doing  good  to  the  fouls  of  men,  we  will  tidt 

doubt  of  feeing  by  your  miniftry  the  love  of  oqr 

country,  due  regard  for  our  kws  and  liberties, 

and  refehtment  for  the  abufe  of  truth;  revive  in 

'  the  hearts  of  men.     And  as  there  are  no  inftru« 

'  meAts  under  Heaven  fo  capable  of  this  great 

"  work,  that  God  would  make  you  fuch  to  this 

'divided  nation,  is  <he  hearty  prayer  of,  Gentle- 

,  men, .'  your  moft  dutiful,   and  moft  obedient, 

^  humble  fervant,  Richard  Steel^^ 


T 


LETTER    CCCCXX X  *. 
To  General  Stanhope  f  • 

Sir,  [i7H-] 

HERE  could  not  J)e  a  more  proper  patron 
to  the  Englishman  than  He  who,  in  tHe 

eftedm 


♦  Piefixed  tp  the  firft  volume  of  "  The  Englifliman." 
t  James  Sunhopc,  grandfon  to  the  firft  Earl  of  Chefterfield 
by  bis  fficolKl  lady,  having  fervtd  when  very  young  as  a  volun- 
teer under  the  Duke. of  Sivoy,  was  made  a  Captain  in  the  foot- 
guards,  with  the  rank  of  Lieutenant-coionel,  in  i(x945  wg^s  a 
memb&r  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  from  1700  till  created  a 

peer  r 
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efteem  of  airmen,  is  as  much  one,  as  any  who 
enjoys  the  honour,  and  happinefs  of  that  nam^. 
If  plain-dealing,  generofity,  and  truth,  have 
diftinguifhed  us  from  the  bafe  and  wily  arts  of 
our  enemies,  thefe  qualities  Mr.  Stanhope  pof- 
fefies  in  common  with  all  true  Engliflimen;  but 
thofe  endowments  and  acquiiitions  which  make 
him  capable  of  exerting  the  noble  difpofitions 
peculiar  to  free  and  generous  Britons,  are  \w)iat 
render  him  one  of  the  greateil  men  of  the 
.greateft  people. 

A  natural  and  prevailing  eloquence  in  affem- 
blies,  an  heroic  and  infpiring  courage  in  the 
field,  a  gentle  and  winning  behaviour  in  conver* 
fation,  are  eminences  which  enable  you  to  be  a 

peer  ;  ferved  a  volunteer  in  1702  in  the  expedition  to  Cadiz^aDa 
next  year  in  Portugal ;  Avas  made  a  Brigadier-general  iu  1704 i 
Envoy  Extraordinary  to  Charles  III.   in  1706;  Major-general 
in  1707  ;  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  forces  in  Spain,  lyoii. 
The  fame  year  he  fubdued  Minorca;  and  in  17x0  commanded 
the  Englilh  forces  at  the  battles  of  Aimanza  and  Saragofla,  to 
which  victories  he  greatly  contributed,  and  facilitated  the  maich 
of  Charles  III.  to  Madrid.     He  was  conflituted  firll  Commif- 
£on£r  of  the  Treafury  and  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  April 
xi^  1717  s  created  Vifcount  Stanhope  of  Mahoo,  July  21;  Se- 
cretary of  State,  March  21,  1717-18;    Earl  Stanhope,  April  7f 
X718  ;  and  was  fent  the  lame  year  to  France  and  Spain,  to  con- 
.  dude  the  negotiations  for  a  general  peace ;  was  one  of  the  Lordi 
Juftices  in  17 19;  wa$  twice  in  France,  where  he  brought  the 
King  of  Spain  to  accede  to  the  quadruple  alliance ;  and  dn  his 
return  was  again  one  of  the  Lords  Juftices.     He  was  fuddcnly 
feized  with  a  dizzinefs  in  his  head,  occasioned  by  the  vehemeflce 
of  a  debate  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  Feb.  4,  i^io-i;  and  died 
next  day. 

blefling 
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blefeng  to  the  age  in  which  you  live.  You 
have  evfer  ufed  thefe  advantages  for  the  fervicc 
of  your  country,  with  a  beautiful  difregard  to 
what  is  ufually  thought  a  man's  greateft  intefeft. 
All  men  of  fenfe  give  you,  in  their  real  fenti* 
.  ments  and  juft  conceptions  of  your  merit,  much 
greater  honours  than  could  be  purcbafed  from 
the  gaudy  affluence  of  fuch  things  as  are  the 
admiration  and  firft  purfuit  of  common  men.  , 
Many  circumftances  render  it  inconvenient  tp 
fay  much  of  the  prefent  I  now  make  you ;  but 
if  I  had,  inftead  of  forming  the  charafter  of  aa 
Englifhman  from  my  own  conceptions,  drawn  it 
from  the  gentleman  to  whom  I  am  now  fpeak* 
ing,  it  had  been  much  eafier  to  have  defended 
it,  I  do  not  by  this  application  defign  to  in- 
volve you  in  a  difpute  in  favour  of  thefe  writ- 
ings; you  undertook  it,  with  great  humanity, 
when  it  was  moft  ufeful  to  me  *,  and  I  cannot 
but;  do  thofe  who  have  condemned  them  the 
juftice  to  mention  to  the  world  this  ftrong  cir- 
cumftance  againft  thefe  papers,  that  your  elo- 
quence has  been  ineffeftual  in  their  defence. 
However,  no  one  can  blame  me  for  being  proud 

^  In  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  quedion  for  his  ex« 
pulHon,  **  Mr.  Steele  chofe  to  make  his  appearance  near  the  bar 
**  of  the  Houfe;  and  I  will  not  forget  to  mention  one  circumihuice 
**  ^n  this  fcene  that  very  much  fweetened  his  affli6tiony  which  was» 
**  chat  he  had  the  honour  to  fland  between  Mr»  Stanhope  and  Mr. 
<«  Walpole,  who  had  condefcended  to  take  upon  them  the  parts  of 
♦•  his  advocates."    Afolegj^,  p.  234, 

that 
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that  fo^x>od  and  great  a-ntan  condefcended,  in 
.places  wherein  they  h^ve  been  cenfured,  to  be 
onyadvocate, 

Yaur  Queen  and  country  have  your  great 
-qualifications  in  ftore  for  their  glory  and  fervic^j 
whenevet  you  are  called  to  their  affiftancein  the 
•field,  the  cabinet,  or  the  fenate.  In  the  talents 
of  each  place  you  have  few  equals  in  abilityi 
even  among  thofe  who  ate  pra(fttfed  only  in  one 
of  them,  and  much  fewer  in  a  dlfinterefted  in- 
tegrrty  in  exerting  that  ability.  Your  gene- 
rous condud  with  rel^ion  to  the  fortunes  as 
well  as  the  lives  of  your  enemies,  over  whom 
you  have  had  the  right  of  conqueft,  has  gained 
•you  the  moft  eligible  fame,  that  of  jufticC;  and 
moderation.  This  generous  conduft  has  made 
every  man  you  ever  commanded  love  yoa  as  a 
comrade,  and  every  fellow- fubjedt  you  have 
fcTved  (and  yoii  have  ferved  every  fellow-fub- 
jed:)  efteem  you  as  a  friend.  The  world,  which 
is  in  arrear  to  your  virtue,  never  fpeaks  of  you 
without  wifliing  you  honour  in  proportion  to 
-what  you  have  done  for  your  country's  glory, 
anrdiwilhing  you  wealth  in  proportion  to  what 
you  have  refufed,  to  augment  that  glory. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  the  greateft  gratitude  and  re- 
.  fped,  your  moft  obliged  and  moft  humble  fer- 
vant,  Richard  Steele. 

LETTER 
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L  E  t  T  E  k    CCCCXXXI*; 

To  Mf.  CoftttREVEt^ 

Sir,  [17x4-] 

MY  name,  a$  publiiher  of  the  follbwihg 
Mifcelianies,  I  am  fenfibie,  is  but  a  flight 
recommendation  of  them  to  the  piiblick ;  but 
'  the  town's  opinion  of  them  will  be  raifed^  when 
it  fees  them  addrefled  to  Mr.  Congrcve.  If  thfe 
patron  is  but  known  to  have  a  tafie  for  what  is 
J)rerentcd  to  him,  it  gives  an  hopeful  idea  of 
the  work ;  how  much  more,  wh^n  he  h  aii  at* 
knowledged  mailer  of  the  art  he  is  delited  to 

*  Prefixed  to  Steele's  colle£^ion  of  '*  Poetical  Mifcellanies.'* 
t  Mr.  WiUiam  Congreve  was  bdrn  in  Staftbrdfliire  in  i67»* 
His  flther  being  a  fte«vard  in  the  Burlington  &mily,  he  was 
bred  in  Ireland*  Soon  after  the  Rerolution,  he  wms  entered  of 
the  Middle  Temple  i  but,  the  law  proving  too  fevere  a  iludy 
for  hii  inclinatiotii  be  early  diftinguimed  hithfeif  at  a  dramatic 
writer.  His  firft  comedy,  **  The  Old  Bacheldr,"  came  out  in 
1^93  i  and  that  munificent  patrod  of  wit,  the  EaH  of  Halifax, 
fooA  after  made  him  a  CommiiTioner  of  the  Ha^kncy-toaches^ 
gave  him  a  place  in  the  Pipe-offibe;  and  another  in  thfc  Cuftoms,- 
-worth  600 1.  a  year.  He  continued  writii)g  with  fuccefs  till 
169$,  when  he  fteihs  tp  have  quittlid  the  ftage  in  di(guft.  Under 
the  roixilftry  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  he  was  continued  in  office, 
though  almoft  blind,  through  the  friendlbip  of  Dr.  Swift  $  and 
the  latter  yeari  of  his  life  were  (pent  in  eale  and  retirement.  He 
became  at  lad  (}uite  blind;  and,  dying  Jan.  tg,  1718*9,  was 
buried  wkh  great  pomp  in  Weftminiler-abbey,  where  an  ele* 
gant  monument  was  ere£ted  to  his  memory  at  the  expence  of 
Henriettsl  Duchei^  of  Marlborough,  to  whom  he  bequeathed 
the  greater  part  of  his  fortune.  Sec;  Southern's  account  of  Con- 
greve, from  an  autogi'aph  paper  in  the  Britilh  Mufeum,  in  the 
late  edition  of  the  Tat tER  with  Wotcs,  vol.  VI.  note,  p.  471, 

D  d  favour  ? 
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favour  ? .  Your  juft  fucc^sin,  the  various  parts 
of  Poetry,  will  make  your  approbation  of  the 
following  (heets  a  favour  to  many  ingenious 
gentleman,  \yhofe  modcfty  wants  the  fan^tion  of 
fuch  an  authority..  Men  of  your  talents  oblige 
the  world,  when  they  are  ftudious  to  produce  in 
others  the  fimilitude  of  their  excellencies.  Your 
great  difcerning  in  diftinguiihing  the  characters 
of  mankind,  which  is  manifefted  in  your  Come- 
dieSi  renders  your  good  opinion  a  juft  foundx-- 
tion  for  the  efteem  of  other  men.  I  know,  in- 
deed,  no  argument  againfl  thefe  colledions,  m 
comparifon  of  any  other  Tonfon  has  heretofore 
printed;  but  that  there  arc  in  it  no  verfes  of 
yours.  That  gentle,  free,  and  eafy  faculty^ 
which  alfo  in  fongs,  and  fliort  poems  *,  you  po& 
fefs  above  all  others,  diftihguiflies  itfelf  where- 
ever  it  appears.  I  cannot  but  inftance  your 
inimitable  *^  Doris,**  which  excels,  for  polite- 
nefs,  fine  raillery,  and  courtly  fatire,  any  thing 
we  can  meet  with  in  any  language. 

Give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  that  when  I  confi- 
der  your  capacity  this  way,  I  cannot  enough  ap- 
plaud the  goodnefs  of  your  mind,  that  hias  given 
fo  few  examples  of  thefe  fe Verities,  under  the 
temptation  of  fo  great  applaufe  as  the  ill-natured 
world  bellows  on  them,  though  addfcffed  with- 
out  any  mixture  of  your  delicacy: 

•  *  Dr.  Johnfon  was  of  a  different  opinion.  **  The  petty  pQcnt 
"  of  Congreve,'*  he  fays,  "  are  ftldom  worth  the  coft  of  criti* 
««  cifm."    Sec  Atterbury'i  Letters,  rol.  IV.  p.zt$. 

I  can* 
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t  I  QUnot 'Ic^ve.  my  £smi€fitt^^^DwW^  wkh* 
but  taking  nottoe  how  niUch .  tl|tt  fliort  pei> 
formance  difcovers  a  truei  knQwIedge  of:  ^kl 
:^^Dori&'Msthe>charai£ter  of  a  libertine,  womflA 
of  condition,  a^d  the  fatire  is  worked^  up  aci 
cordingly;  for  people  of  quality  are  feldoid 
touched  with  any  reprefentation  of  their  vices 
but  in  a  light  which  makes  them  ridiculous. 

As  much  as  I  efteem  you  •  fdr  your  excellent 
writings,  by  which  you  at^  ap  honour  to  our 
nation,  I  chufe  rather^  as  one  that  has  pafled 
many  happy  hours  with  you,  to  celebrate  that 
eafy  condefcenfion  of  mind,  and  command  c^  a 
pleafant  imagination,  which  give  you  the  tm- 
common  praife  of  a  man  of  wit,  always  to 
pleafe,  and  never  to  offend.  No  one,  after  a 
joyful  evening,  can  reflect  uppn  an  ej^preffion 
of  Mr.  Congreve's  that  dwells  tipon  hin^  with 
pain.  ' 

In  a  man  capable  of  exerting  himfelf  any 
way,  this  (whatever  the  vain  and  ill-natured 
may  think  of  the  matter)  is  an  excellence  above 
the  brightefl  Tallies  of  imagination. 

The  rcfle&ion  upon  this  moft  equal,  amiable, 
and  correft  behaviour,  which  can  be  obferved 
only  by  your  intimate  acquaintance,  has  quite 
diverted  me  from  acknowledging  ybur  feveral 
excellencies  as  a  writer ;  but  to  dwell  particu* 
larly  on  thofe  fubjedts  would  have  no  very  good 
effe6t  upon  the  following  performances  of  my- 

D  d  2  felf. 
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fmf,  tlHl  fritfmls/  Unis^  I  confefr  td  yoo^  jtmt 
tnodeftf  is  fptred  only  hf  my  Tamty ;  and  I 
liope  you  mil  give  me  leave  to  indulge  it  yet 
liirdier,  in  tcUsng  aU  the  world  I  am,  with  great 
truth.  Sir,  your  moft  obedient,  and  moft  hum* 
ble  fervant,  Richard  SrsBLi. 


LETTER   CCCCXXXIl*. 

To  Lord  FnicH  f. 

»  • 

My  Lord,  Mayas,  17 14. 

THIS  firfl  part  of  a  narration,  to  which  I 
have  i^ven  the  title  of  **  A  Roman  Eccle* 

•*  fiaftical 

#  Plrvfixtd  to .  **  The.  Romifli  Ecclefialtiail  Hiflory  of  Use 
*«  TMrt."— -It  may  be  proper  juft  to  mef^tiosi  tbat  the  dedi- 
fealkm  CO  '**  An  Account  of  the  &ate  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Reli- 
»  giM  thfonghout  the  World,"  though  publilhed  by  Steele,  wu 
the  prodii6Hon  of  bis  friend  Biihop  Hoadly,  and  therefore  not 
xepubliihed  here,  its  origination  wasajcircumftanceof  fuch  pabfic 
ftocbrittyy  as  ill  deferred  the  maScioos  icfledion  it  produced  froA 
&wifci  that 

'<  — —  Steeky  who  own'd  what  others  writ, 

^  And  flouriih'd  by  imputed  wit, 

^  From  perils  of  a  hundred  jath^ 

•«  Withdrew  to  ftarve,  and  die  in  Wales.** 
It  is  added,  on  the  written  tcftimony  of  Dr.  John  Hoadly,  who 
put  the  fame  interpretation  on  the  ill-natured  lines  abore  quoted, 
that  Swift,  with  his  ufual  arrogance,  was  highly  oflfended  with 
the  publication  of  the  fine  piece  of  irony  and  grare  huoioor 
above  mentioned,  under  the  name  of  Steele,  and  thas  in(b* 
kntiy  reiented  it,  as  if  foilboth'  it  had  been  an  inrafion  of  a  pro- 
Tince  which  he  idly  afield  to  monopolize,  and  of  which  he 
dreamed  that  he  was  the  only  perfon  in  the  world  competcBt  to 
be  the  ttunagen    See  in  HAa&lsON's  Sfmints  TiUier,  vol.  V. 
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"  fiafticsl  irG&ory,"  is  only  as  account  of  fome 
collateral  «id  contemporary  circumftaaces  and 

1^0  iS,  Swift's  account  of  himfelf,  vndcr  the  EAitloits  name  of 
Hiereus, 

The  Use*  above  quoted  may  HKewife  very  well  be  fuppofed  to 
allude  to  Steele's  publiihiog  papers  of  other  writers  in  tlie 
Tatler^  Spec TAT0E9  and  6u a&dian.  Theft  he  genf rally, 
though  not  always,  diftinguiihed  from  his  own  by  certain  figna* 
tures}  and  as  he  ordinarily  boQghtthem,  he  had,  unqueftionablyy 
a  right  to  publiih  and  to  vend  them.  Addifon  was  paid,'pritelly 
very  amply,  for  his  papers;  and  Dr.  Jo  9  If  a  QK  iays,  he  fece^vcd 
his  payments  for  them  with  **  avidity  and  gretit  e|igerners.'*v-It  ap» 
pears,  on  the  teftimony  of  the  Biihop's  Ton,  that  Bp.  Berkeley  had 
always  one  guinea  and  a  dinner  with  Sir  Richard  SteclafoF- every 
paper  of  his  in  the  Guardian  ;•  and  there  is  little  doubt  but  ^fi, 
in  all  Steele's  publications,  the  aiiiftances  he  had  from  <}thers, 
when  they  wpulfl  accept  of  pecuniary  gratifications  for  them« 
were  well  rewarded  by  a  man  who  Ametimes  pcrhapa  might  b« 
vainly  profufe,  and  too  often  imprudenfly  generous.  See  mor* 
of  this  in  a  nqte  on  the  «««tf  TATiiEa,  vql.  VI,  N^  27^  p.  451, 

f  Danisl  Finch,  eldeft  fon  to  Daniel  fieri  of  Nottioghain.  He 
vas  ele£led  one  of  the  Knights  of  the  Shtre  fpr  the  county  pf  ^^t^ 
land  in  the  ninth  of  Q^een  Anne,  ahdferved  for  the  fame  county 
in  alt  parliaments  whilft  he  continued  a  commoner.  Qp  the  «c* 
ceilion  of  King  George  I.  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  Gentlemen 
«f  the  Bedchamber  to  his  Royal  nighncfs  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
our  late  Sovereign,  when  his  father  was  declared  Lord  Pitfideai 
of  the  Council  \  alfo  on  Oftober  10,  1715,  was  conftttuted  one  of 
the  Lords  Commifltoners  of  the  Treafury  1  and  reiigned  all  hit 
employments  Februaiy  29,  I7i5»i6«  His  Lordihip  was  made 
Comptroller  of  Hit  Mijeily's  Uouihold,  Mayas,  17^5;  whicb 
office  he  voluntarily  reiigned,  after  he  fucceeded  his  father  ai  Karl 
of  Winchelfea  and  Nottingham  (Jan*  1,  i7a9*3o).  On  June  tt 
1725,  he  was  fworn  of  his  Majefly*s  moft  honourable  Privy* 
council.  On  March  16,  1741,  his  Loidflup  was  conftituted  Firft 
Lord  Commiflioner  of  the  Admiralty;  mA  «n  April  15,  1743, 
was  appointed  one  of  the  Lords  Julliccs  on  hit  Mi^cfly't  abfeocc 
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ifecret  pafl&ges,  jobcd  to  an  accouij  of  die  cc- 
rcmony^  of  the  laft  inauguration  of  Saints,  by 
his  tiolinefe  tlie  Pope.       ,    ^     ^  „  .^.    . 

It  difplays  the  utmoft  abufe  of  Chnftianity, 
and  that  to  the  moft  fantaftical  degree.  After 
the  See  of  Rome  has  ufurped  the  do"iinton  over 
the  whole  earth,  it  gpes  on  to  difpofe  of  Heaven 
alfo.  and  to  name  the  inhabitants  of  thofe 
bleffed  manfiona.  Thefe  fee  employs  to  receive 
the  imi-ortunities  of  mortals,  before  they  come 

:  at  the  Almighty.  Is  thi3  for  His  eafe  who  is 
alUfuficient,-for  His  information  who  is  om- 
nifcient?    Grofs ! -^prophane  -^ridiculous 

This  account  gives  us  a  lively  idea  of  the 
pageantry  ufed  in  that  Church  to  ftrike  the  %mz. 

-  ginations  of  the  vulgar,  and  needs  only  to  be 
repeated,  to  give  every  ferious  man,  a,n  abhor- 
rence as  well  as  contempt  of  their  ^^ohtty,  I 
take  the  liberty  to  addrefs  it  to  your  Lordflup. 

.inVegard  that  ypu  are  by  birth,  and  imitation 

I.  hi,  Germw  domkiwfc    His  Uri(hip  w»s  one  of  *e  .mflh«« 
.  to  tte  Duke  of  Sometfet.  fhirf  mourner  ,t  the  funerd  of  F«&- 

-ric^.  Prince  of  Wales,  April  .j.  175.-    Q°  ^"'l\'''^'l^ 

•  he  w«  Fleaed  Knight  Companion  of  the  mod  n°«>k  <>^^"  f*  '^ 
.^S'and  inlUlkd  on  June  4  follo*«g.  ?«  ^^J*^*  ?» 
■   April  6,  tin,  w..  ii  ffcond  time  appomjed  F»rft  Lord  of  the 

•  Admir.  ty  -but  refigned  in  Jupe  follomng.    At  the  aceeffion  of 
.  the  prefent  King,  he  wa,  cpnrin»ed  a  member  of  the  Pnvy-coun- 

cU.  and  conftiwted  Prefident  thereof  on  July  m,  1765.  «'h"'h 

:    office  he  refigned  July  30.  1766.    H»s  U-rdflup  was  alfo  one  of 

Z  Elder  Bmbwn  rf  the  Trinity-houfe.  He  departed  th..  Ufe.  « 

.hi.houfe  onP»rfon's.gr€en,Middlefex,  Auguft  »,  1769,  »«•»• 

•  ji  f  ft  year  of  his  age.  ^  , 
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of  your  prcdcceflbrsy  obliged  to  exert  a  firm  and 
unftaken  a&eai  taour  Churchy  which  is  reformed 
from  fuch  abfurditics,  and  retains  cvcr^  thing 
that  is  confiftent  with  gravity,  good  fenfe,  true 
religion.  Virtue^;  and  piety.  Defcriptions  where- 
in men,  dedicated  to  the  fervicc  of  God,  bear  a 
part,  are  never  to  be  made  to  the  derogation  of 
filch  his  fervants,  except  in  cafes  wherein  they  ap- 
parently abufe  that  refpedt  which  the  Laity  have  , 
for  them,  as  conduSors  to  a  better  life,  to 
ferve  their  own  power,  vanity,  and  ambition  in 
'  this:  When  that  happens  to  be  the  cafe,  it  is 
our  bjafinefs  to  obviate  fuch  injuries  in  the  firft 
attcippts  of  impofing  them  on  mankind :  for 
we  negleftour  duty  to  Heaven  when  we  per- 
mit its  interefts  to  be  proftituted  to  ends  un- 
>yorthy.  For  this  reafon,  I  dare  acknowledge 
that  any  power  affefted  by  Clergymen,  above 
what  the  laws  of  our  country  allow  them,  or 
independept  of  the  Sovereignty  of  it,  is  to  me 
Popery.  I  cannot  think  the  endeavour  at  tem- 
poral power  frpm  the  fervice  at  the  altar  a  lefs 
guilt,  than  building  a  falfe  fuperftrudure  upon 
that  foundation,  which  only  can  be  laid  fot 
fpiritual  and  holy  purpofes. 

Y6ur  noble  Father  has,  in  all  his  adion^i^ 
maintained  fo  unbiaffed  an  afFeftion  to  the 
Church  of  England,  that  to  his  zeal,  n^ore  th^n 
to  that  of  any  other  man,  it  owes  the  inhibition, 
<^  that  any  who  diffent  from  her  Ihall  bean  office 

Dd4  •*!» 
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f^  in  thefe  realms*.'*  Ncxie  can  ^tefirte  more,  who 
do  not  think  it  reafonable  tbat  they  fliould  alfo 
be  excluded  from  property^  and  deprived  of  bfc 
itfelf,  f<)r  Nonconformity. 

I  have  often  aflerted^  that  they  who  affeft 
profeffing  their  teal  for  the  Chulrchpn  alloc- 
cafions^  redqced  themfelves  to  an  abfurdity,  and 
betrayed  the  weaknefs  of  their  caufe,  when 
they  ranked  his  Lbrdihip  among  thofe  whom 
they  call  Whigs.  By  this  one  circumftancc 
they  acknowledge  it  is  not  care  of  Religion,  1 
fay,  it  is  not  refpe^  to  Religion,  or  to  the 
perfohs  of  Clergymen,  but  joining  in  a  combi- 
nation witi^  the  leail  known  for  virtue  and  piety 
among  them ;  ^  and  adding  the  cry  of  the  Church 
to  their  common  proje&s  for  power  and  domi- 
nation, which  cphftitutes  tKofe  (whom  tbey 
fcall)  Churchmen.     '     '      * 

Your  Lordlhip  has  too  good  ^  difceming,  to 
want  that  thefe  things  Hhbuld  be  pointed  to 
you ;  and  it  is  to  the  'j'rank  Ipirit  of  men  ot 
your  age  and  abilities  among  the  nobility  and 
gentry,  we  ihuft  owe  the  amendment  of  fuch 
inveterate  evils. 

I  congratulate  your  Lprdihip  upon  the  early 
confpicuous  figure  you  make  in  the  bnfinefs  of 


«  To  tliit  aoUe  £«rl  the  Charch  was  afnrwardt  indebted  fnr 
s|B  Artf^vfcr  i6  a  pamphlet  of  Whifion's,  1721;  for  which  hii 
I.ordfliip  wa$  tOBplimented  by  addrelTca  froa  both  the  Uaivcr* 
fitieftjt  and  fion  the  Lomkm  Clergy. 

#  the 
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the  nation ;  and  doubt  not  but  you  wUl»  tveiy 
year  of  your  life,  give  new  teftimoniea  of  yow 
being  a  true  fon  of  the  Church  of  Englmd^  and 
an  exemplary  patriot  to  your  country. 

The  noble  motive  which  firfl  produced  ywt 
natural  eloquence^  was  what  ihiould  be  the  great 
purpofe  of  that  chaming  force  in  all  who  aro 
biefled  with  it,  the  proteAion  of  the  opprefled ; 
and  I  doubt  not  but  your  future  fiondud  will 

*  An  allufion  to  a  circumflance  in  the  life  of  this  nobleniany  not 
commonly  known,  that  well  deferves  to  be  recorded  to  hh  ko» 
Hour,  and  the  relation  of  which  is  re^nifite  to  make  what  is  here 
laid  intelligible.  In  a  paper  of  his  in  the  Guardian  Steele 
publiihed  a  fpirired  defence  of  Lady  Charlotte  Finch,  who  had 
^en  treated  with  nidenefs  and  ill  manners  by  aa  anonymous 
writer  in  the  £sa|Dtiier,  for  tliedged  roiibehaviour  m  church  t 
tnd  won  by  this  the  htart  of  her  brother,  probably  predifpofed 
in  faVour  of  an  amiable  man,  and,  it  may  be,  attached  to  him  by 
0n  antecedent  friendftiip.  Be  this  as  it  may,  when  the  queftioa 
about  Steele's  expulfion  was  agitated  in  th#  Houfe  of  Commons, 
Lord  Finch  ftepped  forward,  and  made  attempts  to  fpeak  ia 
Steel^s  behalf  $  but,  being  embarrafled  by  an  ingenuous  modef^y, 
and  orer«deference  t«  aft  aflembly  in  whteh  he  had  not  ye|  bceft 
accuAomed  10  Q^eak,  he  fat  down  in  viftblc  fonfolioa,  hf\Bg,fy 
as  to  l^e  over-heard,  *'  It  Is  ftrange  how  I  can't  fpeak  for  this 
**  man,  though  I  could  readily  fight  for  him."  His  words  bein^ 
whifperad  from  one  to  another,  operated  ia  an  iaant,  like <flec^ 
tricai  fire,  an^  a  fudden  burft,  from  all  pane  of  the  H^ufe,  ^ 
**  Hear  him  !  Hear  him  !*'  with  inejRible  marks  of  encourage* 
inent,  brought  Lord  Finch  again  en  hie  legs,  whe,  with  aftoniih* 
jng  reeolle£iion,  and  the  utmod  proprieiy,  fpoke  a  ^eech  on  the 
•cca'fioo»  in  which,  as  it  was  related  to  this  writer^  in  the  Ian* 
guage  of  the  theatre,  '*  there  was  not  a  w^rd  which  did  net 
'*  itiL"--^**  Such  was  the  noble  motive  which  firft^  pieeductd  th|s 
**  nobleman's  natural  eloqHence;  the  force  of  which  was  charqi- 
^*  ing,  and  irreiiftible  when  e»eited  in  the  protection  of  the 
*•  opprefled,** 
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be  agreeable  to  the  manner  of  ycrur  fetting  out^ 
to  the  nobility  of  yoUr  birth,  the  dignity  06 
your  ov^  good  fenfe,  and  the  fervice  of  man-^ 
kind  in  all  thdr  true  interefis,  both,  religiousi 
and  civiU        I 

This  addrefs  is  made  to  you  in  acknowledge 
ment  of  late  favours  to  me,  and  to.  defire  the 
continuance  of  your  good  opiniQn  and  friend* 
ihip.  I  zm;  my  Lord,  your  Lordihip's  moft 
obliged^  moil  obedient,  and  moll  humble  fer« 
vant.  Richard  Steele* 


.   .  L.E  T  T  E  |l     CCCCXXXIIL 

f 

To  a  Member   op  Parliament. 

Sii^,    .  ,  London,  May  28,  17 14* 

THOUGH  I  have  had  the  misfortune  to 
appear  an  unworthy  member  of  your 
Hpufe^  and  am  expelled  accQr4ingly  from  my 
feat  in  Parliament ;  I  am  not  by  that  vote  (which, 
.yras  more  important  to  the  people  of  England 
than  I  ihall  at  this  time  explain)  deprived  o£ 
the  common  benefits  of  life,  liberty,  or  any 
other. enjoyment  pf.a  rational  being.  And  I  do 
not  think,  I  can  bttter  beftow  my  time,  or  em- 
^  ploy  thefe  advantages,  than  in  doing  all  in  my 
power  to  preierve  them  to  others  as  well  as  n^y- 
felf,  and  in  jifferting  the  right  of  my  fellow* 
fubje^s  againftahy  thing  which  I  apprehend  to 
.  *  be 
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be  an  incroachment  upon  what  they  ought  to 
•  enjoy  as  men,  and  what  they  are  legally  poffcflcd 
of  as  Engliflimen,  or,  if  you  will,  as  Britons. 

This,  Sir,  is  all  the  apolc^y  I  fhall  make 
for  addreffing  to  you,  in  this  public  manner, 
my  thoughts  concerning  the  ,  bill  *,  now  ma- 
king its  way,  with  all  convenient  expedition, 
through  your  Houfc,  and  the  whole  legiflature. 
I  Ihall  examine  this  matter  as  well  as  hafte  wHl 
allow  m0,  and  therefore  muft  recite  as  diftindly 
as  I  can  what  you  gave  me  in  difcourfe  as  the 
fubiftance  of  this  intended  law  'f.      •   '  •     .     . 

When  thefe  are  the  melancholy  profpeds  be- 
fore  our  eyes ;  when  no  one  of  the  family  of 
Hanover,  though  long  expefted,  is  yet  arriverd 
in  this  kingdom ;  and  when  many  weak  people 
are  under  ftrange  apprehenfions,  becaufe  the 
proclamation  for  bringing  the  Pretender  to  juf- 
tice,  in  cafe  he  Ihould  land  here,  is  put  off ;  I 
fay,  when  many  things  pafs  every  day,  on  which 
Jacobites  make  reflexions  to  their  own  advan- 
tage, and  ordinary  people,  who  cannot  judge 
of  reafons  of  State,  put  all  thefe  things  together; 
it  creates  in  them  a  chagrin  and  uneafinefs,  which 
will  be  mightily  increafed  by  the  paffing  of  a  bill 
■  that  may  be  to  the  mortification  of  the  meaneft 
perfons  in  the  Proteftant  caufe, 

V 

♦  **  For  preventing  the  Growth  of  Schifni.'* 
t  For  the  political  part  of  tliis  Letter  ?hc  reader  is  rrfcrrcd  to 
Beetle's  <*  Political  Writings."  ' 

It 
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It  is  therefore  no  time  to  do  a  thing,  whidi 
^ill  take  off  the  hands  and  purfes  cf  half  a  mil* 
Hop  of  people^  as  friends  to  the  Houfe  of  Ha- 
nover ;  half  a  million  of  people,  as  enemies  to 
the  Pretender. 

If  this  BiU  pafles,  and  tlie  Pretender  ihould 
come  upon  otir  coaft ;  I  would  fain  know  what 
could  nK>ve  a  Diflenter  to  lift  an  hand,  or  em* 
ploy  a  ihilling  againft  him }  He  has  at  pcefent 
no  hopes  of  preferment,  and  would  by  this  bill 
1)e  under  daily  apprehenCons  of  the  Iqfs  of  the 
toleration  as  to  himfelf,  as  well  as  being  wholly 
bereft  of  it  as  to  his  pofterity.  He  would  have 
certainly  promifes  from  the  Pretender  of  liberty 
of  confcience ;  and  he  could  but  have  thofe  pro- 
mifes broken,  as  in  this  cafe  he  would  have  it  to 
fay  they  had  been  before,  and  muft  exped  fome 
fweetnefles  at  a  new  change  for  ftanding  neuter, 
or  exerting  l^mfelf  for  the  invader.  Thus  be 
'would  rather^  according  to  his  own  intereft, 
wi(h  an  invader  fuccefs  than  difappointment ; 
add  to  this,  fome  pleafure  in  the  revengeful 
hope  of  feeing  us,  who  had  perfecuted  him,  h^ 
into  the  fame  calamity. 

Thisj  dear  Sir,  is  all  I  have  to  trouble  you 
with  on  this  occafion ;  and,  though  you  accufed 
me  of  being  caft  down  with  my  expulfion,  you 
fee  I  have  not  dunned  you  to  move,  that  the 
other  pamphlets  may  be  examined  as  well  as  the 
Crijfs  and  the  Englijhman.    Give  my  fervicc  to 

4  V^^ 
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poor  Tom*  and  Ncd-f*.  I  muft  confefs  they  were 
the  laft  I  forgave,  but  1  have  forgiven  them  too 
now.  I  am  thoroughly  convmced,  fince  this 
bill,  that  I  was  not  worthy  :  for  now  you  have 
taken  upon  you  ecclefiaftical  matters,  and  I 
ihould  not  have  known  how  to  behave  myfelf 
among  you,  as  a  communion  of  Saints. 

I  doubt  not,  Sir,  but  your  voice  and  tscel- 
lent  talents  will  be  employed  againfi  this  perni- 
cious bill:  to  oppofe  it  ftrenuoufly^  will  be 
worthy  that  refolution  and  modefty  for  which 
you  are  fo  remarkably  confpicuous ;  that  modefty 
which  cannot  -  incline  you  to  bear  hard  againft 
perfons  or  things,  when  you  happen  to  be  with 
a  majority ;  and  that  refolution  which  prompts 
you  to  affert  what  you  think  truth,  though  un- 
der the  difadvantage  of  the  mod  inconfiderable 
minority.  I  am.  Sir,  your  moft  obedient, 
obliged,  humble  fervant,      Richard  Steele. 

*  Thomas  Harlcy,  Efq. 
t  Edward  Foley ,  Efq. 


y 
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LETTER     CCCCXXXIV*. 
To  the.  Conntefs  of  £urungton  f* 

^     Madam,  ^       July  21,  1714* 

I  HUMBLY  defire  your  Ladylhip  w6uld  for- 
give the  prefumption  I  am  now  guilty  of  in 
prefcnting  you  with  this  book.  I  do  it  from  the 
Kigh  honour  and  veneration  I  have  for  your 
great  merit, and  virtue.  It  cannot,  I  know,  fur- 
nifh  your  Ladyfhip  with  new  refleftions;  and. 
the  Ladies  of  whom  you  are  the  happy  mother 
have  an  example  before  them  more  prevalent  to 
form  them  to  every  thing  praife- worthy  than 
any  precepts  they  can  find  in  the  works  of  the 
beft  writers.  But  as  there  is  much  curiofity  in 
thefe  papers,  and  great  ftrength  and  force  in  the 
reafonings  of  them ;  give  me  leave  to  offer  this 
coUedion  for  the  ufe  of  female  life  as  a  tefti- 
mony  of  the  refped:  which  I,  with  all  who  are 
honoured  with  the  leaft  acquaintance  with  you, 
muft  pay  to  your  Ladyfhip,  for  the  eminent 
example  you  have  given  the  world  in  the  im- 
portant charafters  of  a  wife  and  a  mother. 

To  command  with  the  mien  of  making  a  re- 
queft,  to  oblige  with  the  afpedt  of  receiving  fa- 

♦  Prefixed  to  the  firft  volume  of  "  The  Ladies  Library." 
f  Juliana,  daughter  and  fole  heircfs  to  Henry  Noel,  fecond  fon 
of  Edward  Vifcount  Campden  ;  (he  was  married  to  Charles  the 
fecond  Earl  of  Burlington,  who  left  her  a  widow  in  1703-4;  and 
Was  mother  to  Richard  the  third  and  lad  Eirl  of  Burlington. 

vours. 
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xtfius,  and  to  win  afibftion  without  other  deiign 
than  making  all  people  happy  who  converfe 
with  her^  or  depend  upon  her,  are  excellencies 
peculiar  to  my  Lady  Burlington.  But  as  there 
is  a  complaifance  which,  like  fincere  friendihip^ 
fpeaks  our  good  opinion  in  our  ordinary  looks 
and  anions,  more  than  any  language  can  do  it,  I 
l^ere  fhall  go  no  farther  than  juft  to  declare  my- 
felf,  with  great  deference,  among  the  admirers  of 
your  great  goodncfs  and  virtue;  and  beg  of  your 
JLadylhip  to  forgive  my  faying  thus  much,  for 
the  forbearance  of  faying  more,  on  a  fubjed:  of 
which  I  am  fo  very  fond,  ^s  that  of  expreffing 
myfelf,  Madam,  your  Ladyihip's  moil  d^voted^ 
moft  obedient,  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

Richard  ST£eL£i 


I 


LETTER     CCCCXXX  V  ♦• 
To  Mrs,  BovEYf. 
Madam,  July  ai,  1714. 

T  is  an  undifputed  privilege  writers  are  pof- 
fefled  of,  to  produce  examples  to  the  pre- 
cepts 

« 

*  Prefixed  to  the  fecond  volume  of  **  The  Ladies  Library/' 
•*•  On  a  fplendid  montimeot  in  Weftminiler-abbey^  under  chat 
of  Lord  Vifcount  Howe,  and  next  to  Bp.  Pearce,  is  a  bull  of  the 
L^dy  onafmall  medallion,  placed  between  two  large  emblemaric 
figures,  deiigned  by  Gibbs,  with  the  following  infcription: 

•<  To  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Katharina  Bo vey,  whofe  per- 
fon  and  underftanding  would  have  become  the  highefl  rank  ia 
female  life,  and  whofe  viy^city  would  have  recommended  her  in 
the  bcft  convcrfatioa-j  .but,  by  judgement,  as  well"  as  inclination, 

'    Ihc 
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cepts  they  would  enforce  from  the  living  tlif 
ndert  of  their  contemporaries^    You  canaoc, 

Ae  chofe  Tueh  a  rtttremonc  as  gave  her  great  op{K>rttiokies  for 
itadimg  aiMl  refledion^  which  Ike  ma^e  uie  of  lo  the  wifeft  pur- 
pofes  «f  improveooent  in  knowledge  and  religion.  Upon  othet 
ralu^^^*  ^^  ventured  far  out  of  the  common  way  of  thinking; 
but  itt  religious  matters,  fhe  made  the  Holy  Scriptures,  in  which 
die  waa  well  (kiUedi  the  rule  and  guide  of  her  faith  and  adionst 
efteeming  It  more  fafe  to  rely  upon  the  plain  Word  of  God,  than 
to  run  into  any  jFreedomis  of  thought  upon  reveafed  truths.  The 
gi«at  (kttt  of  time  aUowed  td  the  dofet  wasiiot  perceived  in  her 
eeo(»oroy»  for  fht  had  always  a  welUordered  and  well»ioftroM 
family f  frofto  the  happy  influence  as  well  of  her  temper  and 
condu^y  as  of  her  uniform  and  exemplary  Chriftiati  life.  It 
pleafed  God  to  bld^  htt  with  a  ^onfidemble  eflate,  which,  with 
a  liberal  hand,  guided  by  wifdoro  and  piety,  ihe  employed  to  his 
glory,  and  the  good  of  her  neighbours.  Her  doroedic  eipcnccs 
were  managed  with  a  decency  and  dignity  (uitable  to  her  for^ 
tune^  but  With  a  frugality  that  made  her  income  abound  to  all 
proper  obje6Vs  of  charity,  to  the  relief  of  the  neceffitous,  the  en- 
couragement of  th^  induftrious,  and  the  inflru£UoD  of  the  igno« 
rant.  She  diftributed  not  only  with  chearfulnefs,  but  with  joy^ 
which  upon  fome  occalions  of  raifing  and  refreibing  the  fpirit  of 
the  afRidbed,  (he  could  not  refrain  from  breaking  forth  int0 
tears,  flowing  from  a  heart  thoroughly  afle£ted  with  compiffion 
an^  benevolence.  Thus  did  many  of  her  good  works,  iwhiit 
ihe  lired,  go  up  as  a  memorial  before  God ;  and  ibme  flie  left  to 
follow  her. 

**  She  died  January  it,  1726,  in  the  57th  year  of  her  age,  at 
Flaxley,  her  feat  in  Gloocelterihire,  and  was  buried  there,  whcrt 
her  name  will  be  long  remembered,  and  where  fevcral  of  her 
benefa£lions  at  that  place,  as  well  as  others,  are  more  particu- 
.larly  recorded.'* 

At  the  top  of  the  monument  are  the  family  arms ;  and  at  the 
bottom  thefe  lines :  ^ 

'<  This  monument  was  ere£(ed  with  the  vcmoft  reiped  t* 
her  memory,  and  juftice  to  her  eharafter,  by  her  ete- 
cutrix,  Mrs.  Ma«  Y  PoPE^  who  tived  withr  her  near  forty 
years  iii  perfect  friend  Hi  ip,  aftd  nticr  on^c  iikitmiiptcd 
till  her  much  lamented  death/* 

thcrcfoftf 
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therefore,  eXpcA  for  ever  to  be  doing  kudable 
things,  and  for  ever  to  efcape  applaufc.  It  is  in 
vain,  you  find,  that  you  have  always  concealed 
greater  excellencies  than  others  indullriouflv 
prefent  to  view  ;  for  the  world  will  know  that 
your  beauty,  though  in  the  higheft  degree  of 
dignity  and  fweetnefs,  is  but  a  faint  image  of 
the  fpirit  which  inhabits  the  amiable  form 
which  Heaven  has  beftowed  on  you.  It  is  ob* 
ferved,  by  all  who  know  you,  that,  though  you 
have  an  afpeft  and  mien  which  draw  the  atten- 
tion and  expeftation  of  all  who  converfe  with 
you,  and  a  wit  and  good  fenfe  which  fqrmount 
the  great  conceptions  your  perfon  raifes  in  your 
beholders,  thofe  perfedions  are  enjoyed  by  you 
like  gifts  of  common  acceptation ;  that  lovely 
and  affable  air  expreffes  only  the  humility  of  a 
great  and  generous  heart ;  and  the  moft  ftiining 
accomplilhments,  ufed  by  others  to  attra<9:  vul- 
gar admiration,  are  ferviceable  to  you  only  as 
they  adorn  piety  and  charity. 

Though  your  perfon  and  fortune  equally 
raife  the  admiration  and  ambition  of  our  whole 
fex  to  move  your  attention  to  their  importuni- 
ties; your  equal  fpirit  entertains  itfelf  with 
ideas  of  a  very  different  kind,  and  is  folicitous 
to  fearch  for  imperfeflions  where  it  were  the 
utmoft  injuftice  for  any  other  to  imagine  any, 
and  applaufes  only  awaken  you  to  an  inquifition 
for  errors* 

Ee  It 
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It  is  with  this  turn  of  mind  that,  inftead  of 
aflemblies  and  converfatidns,  books  and  folitude 
have  been  your  choice,  and  you  have  gone  on 
in  the  ftudy  of  what  you  (hould  be,  rather  than 
attended  to  the  celebration  of  what  you  are. 
Thus,  with  the  charms  of  the  faireft  of  your 
own  fex,  and  knowledge  not  inferior  to  the 
more  learned  6f  ours,  a  clofet,  a  bower,  or 
fome  beauteous  fcene  of  rural  nature,  hascon- 
ftantly  tobbed  the  world  of  a  Lady's  appearance, 
who  never  was  beheld  but  with  gladnefs  to  her 
vifitants,  nor  ever  admired  but  with  pain  to 

herfelf. 

But  a  conftant  diftribution  of  large  charides, 
a  fearch  for  objedts  of  new  bounty,  and  a  Ikil- 
ful  choice  of  modeft  merit,  or  fuffering  virtue, 
touch  the  fouls  of  _thofe  who  partake  your 
goodnefs  too  deeply  to  be  borne  without  en- 
quiring for,  and  celebrating  their  benefadrefs.  I 
Ihould  be  loth  to  offend  your  tendernefs  in  this 
particular ;  but  I  know,  when  I  fay  this,  the 
fatherlefs  and  the  widow,  the  negledred  man  of 
merit,  the  wretch  On  the  lick  bed,  in  a  word, 
the  diftreffed  under  all  forms,  will  from  this 
hint  learn  to  trace  the  kind  hand  •which  hasfo 
often,  as  from  Heaven,  conveyed  to  them  what 
they  have  alked  in  the  anguifli  of  foul,  when 
none  could  hear,  but  He  who  has  bleffed  you 
with  fo  ample  a  fortune,  and  given  you  a  foul 
to  employ  it  in  his  fervice* 


- 1 
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If  much  more  than  what  is  here  intimated  be 
not  the  plain  truth,  it  is  impoffible  to  come  at 
what  is  fo,  fince  one  can  find  none  who  fpeak  of 
you,  who  are  not  in  love  with  your  perfon,  or 
indebted  to  your  fortune.  I  wiih  you,  as  the 
completion  of  human  happinefs,  a  long  conti* 
nuance  of  being  what  you  are;  and  am,^  Madam, 
your  ipoft  obedient  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

RicHARB  Steele* 


m^n 


LETTER    CCCCXXXVI*. 

To  Mrs.  Steele. 

!Ma1>  Ai^,  ['7I5-] 

IF  great  obligations  received  are  juft  motives 
for  addrefles  of  this  kind,  you  have  an  un* 
queftionable  pretenfion  to  my  acknowledgments, 
who  have  condefcended  to  give  me  your  very 
fclf .  I  can  make  no  return  for  fo  incftimable,  a 
favour,  but  iix  acknowledging  the  generofity  of 
the  giver.  To  have  either  wealth,  wit,  6t 
beauty,  is  generally  a  temptation  to  a  woman  to 
put  an  unreafonable  value,  upon  herfelf ;  but 
with  all  thefe,  in  a  degree  which  drew  upon  you 
the  addrefles  of  men  of  the  ampleft  fortunes, 
you  beftowed  your  perfon  where  you  could  have 
no  exped:ations  but  from  the  gratitude  of  the 
receiver,  though  you  knew  he  could  exert  that 

*  Prefixed  td  the  third  volume  of  '♦The  Ladies  Library.*' 

£  e  2  gratitude 
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gratitude  in  no  other  returns  but  efteem  and 
love.  For  which  muft  I  firft  thank  you?  for 
what  ypu  have  denied  yourfelf,  or  for  what  you 
have  bellowed  on  me  ? 

I  owe  to  you,  that  for  my  fake  you  have  over- 
looked thfe  profpeft  of  living  in  pomp  and 
plenty,  and  I  have  not  been  circumfpeft  enough 
to  preferve  you  from  care  and  forrow.  I  will  not 
dwell  upon  this  particular ;  you  are  fo  good  a 
wife,  that  I  know  you  think  I  rob  you  of  more 
than  I  can  give,  when  I  fay  any  thing  in  your  fa- 
vour to  my  own  difadvantage. 

Whoever  ihould  fee,  or  hear  you,  would  thint 
it  were  worth  leaving  all  the  world  for  you; 
while  I,  habitually  poffefled  of  that  happinefs, 
have  been  throwing  away  impotent  endeavours 
for  the  refl  of  mankind,  to  the  neglefl:  of  her 
for  whpm  any  other  man,  in  his  fenfes,  would 
be  apt  to  facrifice  every  thing  elfe. 

I  know  not  by  what  unreafonablc  prepoflfcffion 
it  is,  but  methinks  there  muft  be  fomething 
auftere  to  give  authority  to  wifdom  ;  and  I  can- 
not account  for  having  ojily  raillied  many  fca^ 
fonable  fentiments  of  yours,  but  that  you  are 
too  beautiful  to  appear  judicious. 

One  may  grow  fond,  but  not  wife,  from 
what  is  faid'  by  fo  lovely  a  counfellor.  Hard 
fate,  that  you  have  been  leffetied  by  your  per- 
fections, and  loft  power  by  your  charms! 

That 


■»"'  T" 
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That  ingenuous  fpirit  In  all  your  behaviour, 
that  familiar  grace  in  your  words  and  ailions, 
has  for  this  feven  years  only  infpired  admiration 
and  love;  but  experience  has  taught  me,  the 
beft  counfel  I  ever  have  received  has  been  pro* 
nounced  by  the  faireft  and  fofteft  lips,  and  con- 
vinced me  that  I  am  in  you  bleft  with  a  wife 
friend,  as  well" as  a  charming  niiftrefs  *. 

Your  mind  (hall  no  longer  fufFer  by  your  per- 
Ibn  ;  nor  fliall  your  eyes,  for  the  future,  dazzle 
me  into  a  blindnefs  towards  your  underftanding. 
I  rejoice  in  this  public  occafion  to  ihew  my 
efteera  for  you ;  and  muft  do  you  the  juftice  to 
fay,  that  there  can  be  no  virtue  reprefented  in 
all  this  Colledlion  for  the  female  world,  which 
I  have  not  known  you  exert,  as  far  as  the  op- 

^  See  above,  p.  2176. — Swift,  fpeaking  of  Steele,  in  his  Jour- 
nal to  Stella,  fays,  "  We  have  fcurvy  Toilers  of  late  :  fo  pray 
"  do  not  fufpedt  me.  I  have  one  or  two  hints  I  defign  to  fend 
"  him,  and  never  any  more  :  he  does  not  deferve  it.  He  is  go- 
«  veiled  by  his  wife  moft  abominably,  as  bad  as  — > — .  I  never 
**  faw  her  fince  I  came;  nor  has  he  ever  made  mean  invitation  1 
«  either  he  dares  not,  or  is  fuch  a  thnughtlefs  Tifdall  fellow, 
"  that  he  never  minds  it."  Swift,  Journal  to  Stella,  Nov.  3, 
J 710.—"  Yes,  Steele  was  a  little  while  in  prifon,  or  at  lead  in 
**  a  fpunging-houfe,  feme  time  before  I  came,  but  not  fince." 
Ibid.  Dec.  14,  1710. — **  Steele  was  arrefied  the  other  day  for 
**  making  a  lottery,  dire£lly  againft  an  a6^  of  parliament.  He 
*^  is  now  under  profecution ;  but  they  think  it  will  be  dropped 
**  out  of  pity.  I  believe  he  will  very  foon  lofe  his  employment, 
**  for  he  has  been  mighty  impertinent  of  late  in  his  Spectators  ; 
<*  and  I  will  never  offer  a  word  in  his  behalf." — Ibid.  July  i, 
17x2.  And  fee, what  has  been  already  quoted  in  p.  361  j  and  a 
note  on  the  new  ed.  of  Tat.  vol.  VI.  N°  228,  p.  95,  &  feq. 

E  e  3  portunities 
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portunitieS'  of  your  fortune  have  given  yovi 
leave.     Forgive  me,  that  my  heart  overflows, 
with  love  and  gratitude  for  daily  inftances  of 
your  prudent  oeconomy,  the  juft  difpofition  you 
make  of  your  little  affairs,  your  chearfulnefs  in 
difpatch  of  them^  your  prudent  forbearance  of 
any  refjeftions  that  they  might  have  needed  lefs 
vigilance  had  you  dilpofed  of  your  fortune  fuit- 
ably ;  in  Ihort,  for  all  the  arguments  you  every 
(lay  give  me  of  a  generous  and  fincere  affeftion. 
It  is  impoffible  for  me  to  look  back  on  many 
evils  and  pains  which  I  have  fuflfered  fince  w^ 
came  together,  without  a  pleafure  which  is  not 
to  be  expreffed,  from  the  proofs  I  have  had,  in 
thofe  circumftances,  of  your  unwearied  good- 
nefs«     How  often  has  your  tenderpefs  rempyed 
pain  from  riiy  lick  he^id  !    bow  often  anguilh 
from  my  afflidted  heart !    With  how  ikilful  pa- 
tience have  I  known  you  comply  with  the  vain 
projects  which  pain  has  fuggefted,  to  have  an 
aching  limb  removed  by  journeying  from  one 
iide  of  a  rqom  to  another !  how  often,  the  next 
inftant,  travelled  the  fame  ground  again,  with- 
out telling  your  patient  it  was  to  no  purpofe  to 
change  his  fituation !     If  there  are  fuch  beings 
as  guardian  angels,  thus  arc  they  employed.    I 
will  no  more  believe  one  of  them  more  good  in 
its  inclinations,   than  I  can  conceive  it  more 
ghafming  iu  its  form;,  than  my  wife, 

But 
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But  I  offend,  and  forget  that  what  I  fay  to 
you  is  to  appear  in  public.  You  are  fo  great  a 
lover  of  home,  that  I  know  it  will  be  irkfome 
to  you  to  go  into  the  world  even  in  an  appkufe, 
I  will  end  this  without  fo  much  as  mentioning 
your  little  flock,  or  your  own  amiable  figure  at 
the  head  of  it.  That  I  think  them  preferable 
to  all  other  children,  I  know  is  the  effed:  of  paf- 
fion  and  inftinft ;  that  I  believe  you  the  beft  of 
wives,  I  know  proceeds  from  experience  and 
reafon.  I  am.  Madam,  your  moft  obliged  huf- 
band,  and  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Richard  St££L£. 


LETTER     CCCCXXXVII  *. . 
From  Mr.  Royston  Meredith. 

Sir,  Oft.  21,  1714. 

IF  I  miftake  not,  you  are  the  gentleman  who, 
of.  late,  has  been  fo  great  a  ftickler  for  the 
liberty,  rights,  and  properties  of  the  fubjeft; 

*  This  and  the  three  following  letters  were  originally  pub- 
liihed  in  i7i4>  in  a  pamphlet,  intituled,  "  Mr.  Steele  deteAed.: 
"  or,  the  poor  and  opprefled  Orphan's  Letters  to  the  great. and 
'*  arbitrary  Mr.  Steele  j  coniplaining  of  the  great  Injuftice  done 
<*  to  the  Public  in  general,  and  to  himfelf  in  particular,  by  the 
"  Ladies  Library,  publiihed  by  Mr.  Steele ;  toge^ther  with  Mr. 
<*  Steele's  Anfwers,  ajjd  fome  juft  Reflections  on  them."  The 
integrity  of  Steele,  whatever  other  failings  he  may  have  had, 
will  overbalance  the  harfli  obloquy  of  an  cxafperatcd  adverfary. 

E  e  4  but 
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but  it  fcems  can  (for  a  little  dirty  money,  which 
you  fpend  as  vainly  as  you  get  *  idly,)  invado 
thofe  of  your  fellow-fubjefts,  and  that  know* 
ingly,  wilfully-,  and  premeditatedly ;  I  faid 
knowingly,  in  that  you  have  not  received  fo 
little  copy-money  f  as  to  be  ignorant  of  the 
right  and  property  every  bookfeller  hath  to  his 
copies;  which  you  well  know  to  be  the  fame 
with  that  a  gentleman  has  to  his  eftate.  I  fay 
wilfully  and  premeditatedly,  bec^fe,  after  fuch 
knowledge,  you  ilill  perfift  in  your  unjuft  prac- 
tices.  And,  to  yet  aggravate  and  enhance  your 
guilt,  you  have  (as  it  were)  ploughed  the  lands 
of  two  poor  orphans,  who  have  very  little  elfe 
to  fubfift  on ;  a  fin-  which  will  cry  aloud  for 
vengeance.  Thefe  lines,  how  mean  foerer  they 
be,  are  my  own  j  which  is  more  than  you  can, 
or  dare  (if  you  have  any  honefty  or  modefty 
left)  fay  of  ^*  The  Ladies  Library ;"  wherein 
you  have  fo  greatly  injured  Royfton  Meredith, 

fervant  to  J  .  . in .  , 

where  I  expedt  and  demand  a  fpeedy  and  fatif- 
faftory  anfwer.  Sir,  before  you  had  coUeded 
fo  many  and  whole  fedlions  out  of  Bilhop  Tay- 
lor's ♦*  Holy  Living  and  Dying,"  (which,  be 
pleafecj  to  take  notice,  is  my  copy,)  you  would 

*  By  other  men's  labour.    R.  M. 

-J*  And  that  for  others  writings  too.     R,  M. 

X  Thefe  letters  are  exa£ily  the  fame  with  thofe  lent  to  Mr. 
Steele,  except  leaving  out  my  matter's  name  and  place  of  abode, 
whichj  for  fome  reafonf,  is  thought  proper  to  be  omitted.  R.  M. 

have 
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> 

have  a&ed  very  prudently  ferioufly  to  have 
perufed  that  of  "  Reftkution,*'  where  you  might 
have  read  thefe  words:  '*  Better  it  is  to  go  beg- 
*^.ging  to  Heaven,  than  to  go  to  Hell  ladea 
•'  with  the  fpoils  of  rapine  and  injuftice." 

To  conclude :  till,  by  fome  means  or  other, 
you  make  compenfation  for  the  damage  which 
I  have  and  ihall  fuflain  from  that  book,  I  muft 
and  will  write  myfeif,  the  highly  injured 

RoYSToN  Meredith^ 


LETTER     CCCCXXXVIir. 
To  Mr.  Meredith. 

Si  r,  Oa,  21,  1714.. 

I  WILL  enquire  into  what  you  write  about^ 
and  write  again  about  the  fubjedt  of  youra 
to.  Sir,  your  moft  humble  fcrvant, 

Richard  Steele. 


LETTER     CCCCXXXIX. 
From  Mr.  Meredith. 

Sir,     .  Oa.  25,  1714. 

THESE  come  to  claim  your  promife  of  an 
anfwer  to  my  former,  which,  with  great 
impatience,  has  been  expedted;  but  not  having 
yet  received  any,  gives  me  juft  reafon  to  con- 
clude 
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elude  that  you  bavc  been  oonfulting  with  the 
great  Mr.  Tonfon  *,  from  whom  (when  I  de- 
manded fatisfadiion)  this  anfwer  was  given  me : 
^  How  that  he  paid  copy-money,  and  that  I 
"  muft  apply  myfelf  to  the  author  for  redrefs." 
My  reply  to  him  was,  ^*  That  the  law  Ihould 
•*  then  decide  it/'    To  which  Mr.  Tonfon  had 
the  affurance  to  fay,  "  It  was  better  to  be  doing 
^^  than  talking  ;*'  which  words  I  conceive  to 
imply  an  open  defiance  to  me,  notwithftanding 
he  cannot  be  ignorant  how  that  the  Common 
Law,  the  High  Court  of  Chancery,  and  even  a 
late  Aft    of  Parliament,   "  For  fecuring   the 
••  Right  and   Property  of  Bookfellers  to^  their 
^*  Copies,"  will  all  plead  in  my  behalf.     But 
perhaps  Mr.  Tonfon  may  imagine,  that  a  poor 
orphan,  and  one  whom  he  may  (falfely)  think 
deftitute  of  friends,  will  never  be  able  to  cope 
with  fo  potent  an  adverfary  as  himfelf ;  but  be 
pleafed.  Sir,  to  inform  him,  that  it  is  my  re- 
folution  (without  ample  fatisfadtion  given  me) 
to  maintain  my  right,  and  have  rccourfe'to  the 
law  for  juftice.     To  thefe  an  immediate  anfwer 
is  expefted ;  otherwife  the  publick  fhall  be  ap- 
prifed  of  the  great  injuftice  done  to  them  in 
general,  and  in  particular  to  the  poor  and  op- 
prcffed  orphan,  Royston  Meredith. 

*  Mr.  Steele's  bookfeiler  in  ordinary.      R.  M. 

LETTER 
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LETTER    CCCCXL. 
To  Mr.  Meredith. 

Sir,  St.  James's-ftreet,  Oft.  26,  1714. 

I  HAVE  a  fecond  letter  from  you.  The  ftyle 
of  the  firfl:  was  very  harlh  to  one  whom  you 
are  not  at  all  acquainted  with;  but  there  were 
fuggeftions  in  it  which  might  give  excufe  for 
being  out  of  humour  at  one  whom  you  might 
perhaps  think  was '  the  occafion  of  damage  to 
you.  You  mentipned  alfo  an  orphan,  which 
word  was  a  defence  againft  any  warm  reply ; 
but,  fince  you  are  pleafed  to  go  on  in  an  intem- 
perate way  of  talk,  I  Ihall  give  myfelf  no  more 
trouble  to  enquire  about  what  you  complain, 
but  reft  fatisfied  in  doing  all  the  good  offices  I 
can  to  the  Reverend  Author's  Grandchild,  now 
in  town*  Thus,  leaving  you  to  contend  about 
your  title  to  his  writings,,  and  wifhing  you  fuc- 
cefs,  if  you  have  juftice  on  your  fide,  I  beg  you 
will  give  me  no  more  ill  language,  and  you  will 
pblige,  Sir,  your  humble  fervant, 

Richard  Steele* 


LETTER 


428    S  T  E  E  L  E'S    LETTERS 

LETTER     CCCCXLI^. 
To  William  Honeycomb,  Efq.f- 

THE  feven  former  volumes  of  the  Spec- 
TATOR  having  been  dedicated  to  fome  of 
the  moll  celebrated  perfons  of  the  age,  I  take 
leave  to  infcribe  this  eighth  and  laft  to  you,  as 
to  a  gentleman  who  hath  ever  been  ambitious  of 
appearing  in  the  befl  company. 

You  are  now  wholly  retired  from  the  bufy 
part  of  mankind,  and  at  leifure  to  refleft  upon 
your  paft  atchievements ;  for  which  reafon  I 
look  upon  you  as  a  perfon  very  well  qualified 
for  a  dedication. 

1  may  poffibly  difappotnt  my  readers,  and 
yourfelf  too,  if  I  do  not  endeavour,  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  to  make  the  world  acquainted  with  your 
virtues.  And  here.  Sir,  I  ihall  not  compliment 
you  upon  your  birth,  perfon,  or  fortune;  nor 
any  other  the  like  perfedtions,  which  you  pof- 
fefs  whether  you  will  or  no :  but  fliall  only  touch 
upon  thofe  which  are  of  your  own  acquiring^ 
and  in  which  every  one  mufi  allow  you  have  a 
real  merit. 

Your  janty  air  and  eafy  motion,  the  volubi- 
lity of  your  difcourfe,  the  fuddennefs  of  your 

♦  This  dedication,  prefixed  to  the  eighth  volume  of  "  The 
**  Spe£^ator/'  is  fufpe^ed  to  have  been  written  by  Euftace 
Budgell.  ^ 

t  Generally  fuppofed  to  be  Col.  Cleland.    See  p.  1 14. 

laugh, 
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laugh,  the  management  of  your  fnuff-box,  with 
the  whitenefs  of  your  hands  and  teeth  (which 
have  juftly  gained  you  the  envy  of  the  moft  po- 
lite part  of  the  male  world,  and  the  love  of  the 
greateft  beauties  in  the  female),  are  entirely  to 
be  afcribed  to  your  own  perfonal  genius  and  ap-i 
plication. 

You  are  formed  for  thefe  accomplilhments  by 
a  happy  turn  of  nature,  and  have  finilhed  your- 
felf  in  them  by  the  utmoft  improvements  of  art. 
A  man  that  is  defective  in  either  of  thefe  quali- 
fications (whatever  may  be  the  fecret  ambition 
of  his  heart)  muft  never  hope  to  make  the  figure 
you  have  done,  among  the  faihionable  part  of 
his  fpecies.  It  is  therefore  no  wonder  we  fee 
fuch  multitudes  of  afpiring  young  men  fall  ftiort 
of  you  in  all  thefe  beauties  of  your  charader, 
notwithftanding  the  ftudy  and  pradtice  of  theiu 
is  the  whole  bufinefs  of  their  lives*  But  I  need 
not  tell  you  that  the  free  and  difengaged  beha- 
viour of  a  fine  gentleman  makes  as  many  auk« 
ward  beaux,  as  the  eafinefs  of  your  favourite 
hath  made  infipid  poets. 

At  prefent  you  are  content  to  aim  all  your 
charms  at  your  own  fpoufe,  without  farther 
thought  of  mifchief  to  any  others  of  the  fex.  I 
know  you  had  formerly  a  very  great  contempt 
for  that  pedantic  race  of  mortals  who  call  them^ 
felves  Philofophers ;  and  yet,  to  your  honour 
be  it  fpoken,  there  is  not  a  Sage  of  them  all 

c6gld 
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could  have  better  adted  up  to  their  precepts  ift 
one  of  the  moft  important  points  of  life :  I 
mean^  in  that  generous  difregard  of  popular 
opinion  which  you  fliewed  fome  years  ago,  when 
you  chofe  for  your  wife  an  obfcure  young  wo- 
man, who  doth  not  indeed  pretend  to  an  an- 
cient family,  but  has  certainly  as  'many  forefa- 
thers as  any  lady  in  the  land,  if  ihe  could  but 
reckon  up  their  names. 

I  mull  own,  I  conceived  very  extraordinary 
hopes  of  you  from  the  moment  that  you  con- 
feffed  your  age,  and  from  eight-and-forty 
(where  you  had  ftuck  fo  many  years)  very  inge* 
nioufly  flepped  into  your  grand  clima<^erick. 
Your  deportment  has  fince  been  very  venerable 
and  becoming.  If  I  am  rightly  informed,  you 
make  a  regular  appearance  every  quarter-fef- 
fions  among  your  brothers  pf  the  quorum ;  and, 
if  things  go  on  as  they  do.  Hand  fair  for  being 
a  colonel  of  the  militia.  I  am  told  that  your 
time  paffes  away  as  agreeably  in  the  amufe- 
ments  of  a  country  life,  as  it  ever  did  in  the 
gallantries  of  the  town ;  and  that  you  now  take 
as  much  pleafure  in  the  planting  of  young  trees, 
as  you  did  formerly  in  the  cutting  down  of  your 
old  ones.  In  fliort,  we  hear  from  all  hands 
that  you  are  thoroughly  reconciled  to  your 
dirty  acres,  and  have  not  too  much  wit  to  look 
into  your  own  eftate. 

After  having  fpoken  thus  much  of  my  Pa- 
tron^ 
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tron,  I  muft  take  the  privilege  of  an  Author  ia 
faying  fomething  of  myfclf,  I  Ihall  thereforp 
beg  leave  to  add,  that  I  have  purpofely  omitted 
fetting  thofe  marks  to  the  end  of  every  paper, 
which  appeared  in  my  former  volumes,  that 
you  may  have  an  opportunity  of  Ihewing  Mrs. 
Honeycomb  the  Ihrewdnefs  of  your  conjedures, 
by  aicribing  every  fpeculation  to  its  proper  au- 
thor :  though  you  know  how  often  many  pro- 
found  Criticks  in  ftyle  and  fentiments  have  very 
judicioufly  erred  in  this  particular,  before  they 
were  let  into  the  fecret.  I  am,  Sir,  your  moi 
faithful,  humble  fervant.      The  Spectator. 


w 


LETTER    ,  CCCCXLIl  ♦. 
To  Mr.  Walpole  f. 

Sir,  [»7iS-1 

HOEVER  reads  the  following  Apology 
will  eafily  allow  me,  that  I  am  much 

lefs 

*  Prefixed  to  Steele's  "  Apology  for  himfelf  and  his  Wr'it- 
**  ings,  1715."  ~ 

t  Robert  Walpole,  cfq.  born  Aug.  26,  1674,  wa«  chofea 
member  for  King's-Lynn  in  1700;  and  continued  to  reprefeac 
that  corporation  till  created  an  Earl ;  Excepting  the  interval  of  one 
feflion,  when  he  was  expelled  the'Houfe  (Dec.  30,  1711),  and 
fent  to  the  Tower.  He  was  appointed  of  the  council  to  Prince 
George,  Lord  High  Admiral,  in  June,  1705  ;  Secretary  at  War, 
Feb  12,  1707-8;  Treafurer  of  the  Navy,  Jan.  13,  1709-10. 
On  Dr.  Sachevercll's  impeachment,  Mr.  Wa*lix»le  was  one  of 
the  managers.     He  was  removed  from  his  employments  in  Au- 

guft 
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Icfs  concerned  for  the  fame  of  a  writer  than  that 
of  an  honeft  man.  I  have  declared  the  affiftances 
I  had  in  compofing  the  writings  which  are  here 
defended;  for  the  upright  purpofe,  the  inno- 
cent intention  of  them,  is  all  which  I  am 
anxious  to  affert.  In  defence  of  truth  I  in- 
curred popular  hatred  and  contempt,  with  the 
profpeft.of  fufFering  the  want  even  of  the  ordi- 
nary conveniencies  of  life.     The  probability  of 

gull  1 710;  and  was  not  in  any  office  during  the  reft  cf  the 
Queen's  reign.  He  was  appointed  Paymafter  of  the  Forces  Sept« 
^4,  1714;  amd  fworn  of  the  Privy  Council  Oft.  i;  conftituted 
Firft  Lord  Commiffioner  of , the  Treafury  and  ChaQcellor  of  the 
Exchequer  Oft.  10,  1715  5  and  the  fame  year  >vas  eleftcd  Chair*" 
man  of  "  the  Committee  of  Secrecy."  He  re6gned  his  high 
places  April  10^  17x79  hut  was  appointed  Paymafter  of  the 
Forces  June  4,  1720;  and  refumed  his  offices  in  the  Treafury 
April  4,  1 72 1.  He  was  one  of  the  Lords  Juftices  and  fole  Se^ 
cretary  of  State  in  1723,  during  the  abfence  of  the  Lords  Townf- 
end  and  Carteret,  who  went  with  the  King  to  Hanover.  He 
was  elefted  a  Knight  of  the  Bath  in  1725,  and  was  again  one  of 
the  Lords  Juftices ;  was  elefted  a  Knight  of  the  Garter  in  X7x6» 
and  inftalled  June  16.  He  was  a  third  time  one  of  the  Lords 
Juftices,  in  1727.  On  the  acceilion  of  King  George  IL  he  was 
continued  in  all  his  high  poftsj  was  chofen  a  Governor  of  the 
Charter  houfe,  and  attended  at  the  coronation  as  a  Privy  Coiin- 
*  f  fellor  and  Knight  of  the  Gaiter.     In  the  firft  feflion  of  the  Par- 

JUament  which  met  Dec.  4,  1741,  finding  a  ftrong  party  againft 
him  in  the  nation  as  well  as  in  the  parliament,  he  refignedall  his 
places,  and  was  created,  Feb.  9,  1741*2,  Baron  Houghton,  Vif* 
count  Walpole,  and  Earl  of  Orford.  He  afterwards,  the  inquiry 
into  his  conduft  being  dropt,  or.  rather  fufpended,  lived  a  very 
retired  life,  enjoying  reft  from  his  labours,  the  fweets  of  private 
friendlhip,  and  the  eilcem  and  love  of  his  Sovereign  j  but  was 
much  afiiifted  with  the  ftone,  which  at  length  put  a  period  to 
hi«  life,  March  18,  x745-6>  in  his  7ad  year. 

^    being 
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being  undone  I  could  not  but  form  to  myfelf 
when  I  took  upon  me  what  I  did ;  but  a  weight 
heavier  than  all  this  fell  upon  me,  to  wit,  a  re- 
folution  of  the  reprefentative  of  my  country  to 
my  diflionour.    This  indeed  was  a  blow  unex^ 
peded ;  nor  could  it  enter  into  my  imagination, 
that  the  infolence  of  any  miniiler  could  run  fo 
high,  as  to  demand  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
to  puniih  one  of  its  members  for  beiqg  unac- 
ceptable to  him.     The  perufal  of  this  pamphlet 
will  convince  the  reader,  there  was  not  fo  much 
as  the  appearance  of  any  other  motive  for  my 
expulfion.     The  day  of  debate  was  indeed  a 
very  memorable  one,  and  the  perfons  concerned 
in  it  hugely  worth  fufpending  the  councils  of  a 
nation.     It  was  remarkable  however,  that  fuch. 
was  the  force  of  truth,  that  the  member  accufed 
had  not  an  harlh  perfonal  exprefiion  ufed  againfl 
him ;  and  the  minifter,  in  the  midft  of  all  his 
power,   who  brought  on  the  accufation,    was 
treated  in  the  manner  which  all  mankind  knows 
be  deferves.     As  for  my  part,  I  ever  thought 
meanly  of  the  capacity,  though  not,  till  latelyj, 
of  the  good-nature  of  that  demagogue,  and  few 
very  well  his  ^udacioufnefs  would  one  day  fuffec 
by  his  ignorance.     It  was  vifible,  whatever  be- 
came of  his  country,  which  I  believe  had  little 
ihare  in  his  Lord  (hip's  cares,  he  would,  with  the 
wand  in  his  hand,  raife  powers  which  he  would 
want    {kill  .  to    command,    and    which    come- 
qucntly  ^oiild  tear  him  himfelf  in  pieces. 

Ff  But, 
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But,  without  dwelling  upon  the  contempla- 
tion of  mifchicfs  wrought  by  a  cunning  wicked 
creature,  placed  in  a  ftation  proper  only  for  a 
wife  and  virtuous  man,  I  am  now  to  give  j^ou 
my  thanks  for  your  generous  defence  of  me  in 
this  great  adverfity.    Your  behaviour  was  in* 
deed  equally  noble  during  the  whole  French  ad- 
miniftration,  and  your  eloquence  was  of  public 
ffervice  to  your  country,  when  the  Prerogative 
was  ftrained  to  the  utmoft,  not  to  exalt  our  own 
Sovereign,  but  to  compliment  France  with  the 
greatnefs  and  intereft  of  her,  and  her  people. 
The  interveniion  of  Providence  has  given  us  a 
ftand  againft  the  imminent  deftruftion  which 
fuch  iniquity  and  folly  had  placed  before  our 
eyes,  and  men  in  great  employments  can  now 
be  fafe  without  depending  upon  France. 

I  have  mentioned  Dunkirk  till  I  am  lick;  and 
there  are  not  words  to  reprefent  the  infamous 
behaviour  in  a  Miniflry,  to  cover  fo  great  and 
pernicious  aii  impofture  upon  their  country,  as 
the  improVement'of  that  port  under  the  pre- 
tence of  the  demolition  of  it. 

You  have  the  honour  and  happinel^  to  have 
eminently  oppofed  all  the  incurfions  which  thefc 
guilty  men  made  upon  the  greatnefs  of  the 
Crown,  and  the  welfare  of  the  fubjed:,  by  profti- 
luting  them  both  to  their  own  felfiih  de^ns, 
and  deftroying,  as  far  as  in  them  lay,  the  good 
name  of  all  men  of  virtue  and  fervice. 

They 
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They  have  indeed  reaped  this  good,  that 
there  can  be  nothing  faid  of  themfelvesj  the  . 
worft  fervants  that  ever  Sovereign  employed,  but 
what  they  had  caufed  to  be  laid  to  the  charge 
of  thofe  who  were  their  predeceiTors ;  perfons 
whofe  abilities  had  raifed  their  country  to  fuch 
a  grandeur,  that  nothing  but  the  unnatural  in- 
duftry  of  her  own  minifters  could  lower,  to  the 
helplefs  condition  to  which  they  had  reduced  it, 

Thefe  evils  could  not  have  been  fupported, 
had  not  the  demagogues,  by  the  abufe  of  power^  * 
deafened  many  in  the  Legidature  againft  atten- 
tion to  the  true  intereft  of  themfehes  and  their 
country  ;  while  an  inconfiderable  creature,  who 
had  the  good*will  of  no  man,  could  manage 
averfions  (kilfully  enough,  to  be  fuffercd  to  dc- 
llroy  all,  for  fear  of  an  alteration  of  affairs  that 
might  be  grateful  to  an  oppofite  party* 

Were  the  following  inftance  of  the  harfli  and 
odious  difpofition  in  gentlemen  to  fit  deter- 
mined, before  hearing,  the  concern  only  of  me 
and  mine,  it  would  not  be  worth  troubling  the 
world  with  fo  many  words  on  the  occafiojti ;  but 
.neither  what  I  now  write,  nor  what  you  much 
better  fpoke,  is  a  cafe  of  fo  little  confcquence  ;^ 
and  when  you  undertook  it,  you  knew  you  were 
pleading  for  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  Com- 
mons of  England ;  and  I  will  take  upon  me  to 
fay,  that  there  never  was  a  greater  infult  on  the 
eooiliHition  tbafi  this,  except  one  pra^ifed  by 

F  f  2  the 
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the  fame  perfon,  without  the  leaft  deference  to 
the  order  of  things,  the  common  fcnfe  of  man- 
kind, the  honour  of  the  Crown^  or  the  property 
of  the  fubjed. 

It  needs  not  be  faid  what  this  greater  impu- 
dence was,  nor  who  had  fo  little  grace  as  to  be 
guilty  of  it :  it  was  he  who  was  born  in  our 
days  for  the  chaftifement  and  dilhonour  of  them, 
a  tool  whofe  iniignificancy  makes  fbrrovv,  occa- 
fioned  by  him,  the  fubje&  of  laughter,  takes  all 
dignity  from  diftrefs^  and  renders  calamity  ri- 
diculous. . 

As  to  my  own  part  under  the  fantaftical  ty- 
ranny of  the  demagogue's  adminiftratlon,  could 
what  you  faid  in  the  Houfe  be  communicated  to 
the  publick,  I  ihould  have  no  need  of  this  de- 
fence ;  but  fince  1  have  not  here  the  afSllance  of 
your  eloquence,  I  beg  the  advantage  of  your 
name  and  charader :  for  I  know  it  will  be  an 
argument  ,with  every  honeft  man  that  my  caufe 
was  good,  that  you  fo  zealoully  efpoufed  it ;  for 
that  admirable  talent  of  fpeakihg,  of  which  you 
are  matter,  has  never  been  protHtuted  to  fcrve 
dlihonefl  purpofes;  and  you  have  too  candid  a 
fpirit,  not  to  efteem  it  a  praife,j»  rather  than  dif- 
paragement  of  your  eloquence^  that  the  cauie 
for  which  you  have  at  any  t^me  pleaded  needed 
no  art  bat  from  the  iniquity  pf  its  oppofers. 

The  happy  ability  of  explaining  the  moft  dif- 
ficult parts  of  bufinefs  to  men  wholly  una9« 

quainted 
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quainted  with  negociation,  has  been  as  ufeful  to 
the  publick  as  honourable  to  yourfelf.  As  you 
have  4eteded  the  artful,  fo  you  have  helped  the 
ignorant  of  your  very  adverfaries,  according  to 
their  intention  to  abufe  or  ferve  their  country. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  the  greateft  a,rt  is  to* 
hide  art  5  but  you  have  a  much  better  inftru- 
ment  towards  perfuafion,  the  having  nothing  to 
conceal;  for  truth  is  as  certainly  the  greateft 
eloquence,  as  honefty  is  the  beft  policy.  Let 
thofe  who  fpeak  or  aft  againft  their  confcience, 
obtain  their  little  purpofes  and  applaufes ;  be  it 
ever  your  commendation,  to  defpife  artifice,  and 
pradtife  uprightnefs.  A  long  courfe  of  fuffering 
for  your  zeal  in  an  honeft  caufe,  has  gained  you 
the  charader  of  an  open  honeft  Engliih  gentle- 
man, with  a  capacity  which  takes  off  the  im- 
putation of  wcaknefs  from  fimplicity  of  manners, 
and  adds  the  dignity  of  knowledge  to  the  beauty 
of  innocence, 

-  As  I  never  entered  into  political  debates  with 
ambitious  views,  but  have  brought  my  deiires 
y^ithin  the  necelTaries  and  decent  conveniencies 
of  life,  I  am  the  more  jealoufly  tenacious  of  the 
little  I  expeft  of  the  world ;  which  is,  only  to 
accept  of  my  fervice  i:b  the  beft  of  my  ability, 
without  loading  me  with  unjuft  reproach.  In 
this  reafonable  expectation  Mr.  Walpole  gene* 
roufly  lent  me  his  proteftion ;  and  though  he 
(ould  not  perfuade  my  judges  to  do  me  jufiice, 

F  f  3  he 
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)ie  convinced  tbetn- 1  deferved  a  different  fen* 
XtTiQ^  hovfi  what  they  pronpunced.  But,  alas  I 
they  had  learped,  by  long  praAice,  to  do  fliame* 
ful  things  Without  being  aihamed  ;  and  though 
your  arguments  could  command  their  affent,  it 
could  not  n>ake  them  utter  it  in  my  favour. 
You  fent  them  away,  I  thanjc  you,  with  the 
fame  thoughts  of  themfelyes  which  you  had  of 
tthcm ;  and  whatever  force  and  oppreffion  deters 
mined,  in  the  eye  of  reafon  and  confcience  the 
judges  were  convift,  and  the  accufed  man  fpun^ 
innocent.. 

I  humbly  thank  you  fpr  your  eminent  part  in 
this  affair,  and  congratulate  you  on  receiving 
ibe'favour  of  your  Prince  "^  for  your  feiryicc  tp 
your  country. 

As  doing  good  to  the  publick  is  the  motive  of 
conferring  favours,  it  is,  with  fuch  as  you,  the 
rule  in  enjoying  them.  J  wifli  you  the  poffet 
fion  of  all  your  frank  heart  defices;  and  am, 
with  great  refpcfl:.  Sir,  y6\ir  moff  obliged^  moH 
i^bedient^  and  mp(t  humble  £ervant, 

RlbHAJS.D  SrEELEy 

^  Mr.  W^lpole  wis  at  that  time  Paymafter  of  the  Forces,  aiul 
f  Privy  Coupfeilor.    See  p.  432. 
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CCCCXLIII. 
.ADDRESS    TO  THE    KING*. 

To  the  king's  Moft  Excellent  Majesty. 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Earl  of  Clare^  Lord  Lieutenant^  and  the 
Deploy  Lieutenants  of  the  County  of  Middle- 
fex^  and  City  and  Liberty  .of  Weftminfter. 

WE  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 
fubjedls,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  De- 
puty Lieutenants  of  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
and  city  and  liberty  of  Weftminfter,  beg  leave, 
upon  our  firft  public  meeting,  to  congratulate 
your  Majefty  upon  yoyr  fafc  and  peaceable  ac- 
ceffion  to  your  undoubted  right.  We  receive 
the  invaluable  bleffing  with  all  the  proper  fenri- 
ments  of  undiflembled  joy,  afFeftion,  and  zeal. 

*  **  April  7,  1 71 5,  the  Deputy  Lieutenants  for  the  county  of 
Middlefexy  and  city  and  liberty  of  Weftminfter,  gave  a  moft: 
magnificent  and  fplendid  entertainment  to  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Earl  of  Clare,  their  Lord  Lieutenant,  the  Lord  Vifcount 
Townihend,  General  Stanhope,  the  £ar|  of  Lincoln,  and  feveral 
other  perfons  of  diftin£lion.  At  this  meeting  the  Lord  Liente* 
nant  and  Deputy  Lieutenants  agreed  upon  an  addrefs  drawn  np 
t>y  Richard  Steele,  Efquire,  one  of  their  body ;  which,  the  aeott 
day,  the  Earl  of  Clare,  at  the  head  of  his  Deputy  LieutenaTi^s, 
being  introduced  by  the  Lord  Vifcount  Townfliend,  prcfented 
to  his  Majefty.  His  Majefty,  as  a  nnaik  of  his  fpecial  favour, 
was  plealed,  on  this  occafton,  to  beftow  the  honour  of  knight- 
hood on  three  of  the  deputy  lieutenants,  *oIk,  Robert  Thornhill, 
Richard  Steele,  and  George  Cooke,  Ef^uircs."  Political  Sfatc, 
fo},  IX»  p.  273.  V 

F  f  4  Our 
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Our  joy  is  the  joy  of  men  whofe  paft  fears 
heighten  their  prefent  fatisfaftion  :  fears  which 
have  no  other  proof  that  they  were  imaginaryi 
but  that  Providence  hath  been  much  more  mer- 
ciful to  us  than  we  could  in  reafon  exped. 

The  liberty  and  happiness  of  mankind  was  the 
glorious  caufe,  and  the  glorious  end^  of  that  Re- 
volution which  tranfmitted  to  us  our  prefent  fe- 
curity  :  a  tranfa^ion  which,  fince  your  Ma* 
jeily's  accei&on  to  the  crown,  ihines  with,  re- 
doubled luftre,  and  bears  upon  it  fqch  charac- 
ters of  glory  as  they,  who  hiave  not  hitherto  been 
able  or  willing  to  fee,  cannot  efcape  enjoying  in 
its  influences  upon  the  public  welfare. 

This  happinefs  appears  confirmed  to  us  when 
we  behold  a  Britifh  parliament  once  more  anxi- 
ous for  the  Britiih  honour,  equally  difpofed  to 
enquire  into  the  behaviour  of  thofe  who  dimi- 
nilhed  it,  and  to  refcuethe  injured  reputation  of 
the  illuftrious  men  by  whofe  councils  and  ac« 
tions  it  Was  opce  raifed  to  the  higheft  pitch  of 
greatnefs. 

From  thefe  c(Hicurring  circumftances  we  zU 
fure  ourfelves,  that  the  time  is  now  come,  where- 
in integrity  and  uprightnefs  ihall  no  longer  be 
diftinguiihed  from  true  policy ;  wherein  cunqing 
ihall  no  longer  pafs  for  wifdom,  nor  deceitful^ 
nefs  for  prudence ;  but  the  meafures  of  a  wife, 
juii,  beneficent,  and  Heady  adminiitratipn,  ihall 
cftablilh  the  profperity  of  thefe  realms^,  by  a 
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fix\&.  alliaace  with  thofe  powers^  the  abandon- 
ing of  whom  has  fo  noanifeftly  appeared  fatal  ta 
them  and  ourfelves.     , 

On  this  occaiion  permit  us  further  to  congra^ 
tulatc  your  Majefty,  in  that  we  cannot  but  daily 
obferve  numbers  of  your  Majefty's  fubjeAs  aft 
according  to  their  real  fefitimeijtSj.  and  to  extri* 
eate  themfelves  froqi  the  til  impreifions  under 
which  they  were  mifled  by  artful  men,  to  make 
choice  of  fuch  as  favoured  defigns  deftrudliye  of 
the  liberties  of  that  very  conftitution  Which  they 
were  elefted  to  preferve  and  defend. 

As  for  "US,  whom  your  Majefty  has  entrufted 
with  the  militia  of  this  county,  we  folemnly  pro- 
mife,  that  we  will  faithfully  execute  the  trull 
repofed  in  us ;  that  we  wiU  be  fo  far  from  en- 
couraging or  conniving  at  any  of  thofe  riots  and 
diforderS  which  your  Majefty  has  }uftly  com- 
plained of,  as  the  reproach  of  f6me  late  years, 
that  no  endeavours,  on  our  part,  fliall  be  wantt 
ing,  to  prevent  aqd  fupprefs  the  leaft  tendency  tq 
any  qommotion. 

We  flatter  ourfelves  that  our  lateft  pofterity 
ifaall  enjoy  thofe  bleflSngs  we  now  do  in  your 
Majefty's  reign,  from  the  eminent  virtues  of  the 
Prince  gf  Wales,  and  the  pleafing  profpedt  of 
bis  numerous  iffue :  which  that  they  niay  do, 
are  the  fincere  prayers  of  your  Majefty's  moft 
dutiful  and  loyal  fubjedts, 

[To 
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[To  which  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  return 
the  following  mod  gracious  aixfwer :] 

**  I  thank  you  for  your  very  loval  and  duti* 
^  ful  addrefs/' 


•**■ 


LETTER     CCCCXLIV*. 

To  the  Earl  of  Clahe  f. 

My  Lord,    -  lij^sl'^ 

THE  folio  whig  papers  were  written  to  con- 
front daring  and  wicked  men  in  the  pro- 
fecution  of  purpofes  deftrudiive  to  their  country. 
The  honeft  intention  of  them  was  what  firft  re- 
commended me  to  your  Lordftip*s  friendfhip, 
land  I  hope  you  will  forgive  me  that  I  cannot 

.  *  Prefixed  to  Steele's  *<  Political  Writings,  171  s-" 

f  Thomas, Lord  Pelham,  the  adopted  heir  to  his  uncle  John,, 
1>uke  of  Kewcaftle,  was  born  Aug.  x,  1693  ;  hecame  Baron 
Ptelham,  Feb«  23,  1711*12$  was  created  Earl  of  Clare,  and 
Vifcouiit  Houghton,  OOl.  16,  17 14*  made  Cuftoa  Rotaloriun  of 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  Nov.  10,  and  of  Weft  minder,  D^c. 
ftS,  1714s  and  the  fame  year  Steward  of  Sherwood  Poreft ;  cre- 
ated Marquis  and  Duke  of  NewcafUe  upon  Tync»  Aog.  z,t7t$; 
4ile&cd  a  Knight  of  the  Garter,  July  22,  17x8.  On  refigning 
the  poft  of  Lord  Chamberlain,  April  2,  1724,  he  was  appointed 
Secretary  of  State ;  chofen  Recorder  of  Nottingham  in  April* 
1726  s  High  Steward  of  Cambridge  in  July*  173 7 s  ChancciloF 
of  that  univerfity,  '749  >  Firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury,  on  the 
death  of  his  brother,  1754,  a  poft  which  he  held  with  a  (mall 
interval  until  |he  year  1762,  when  he  reftgned  it;  was  crcttfld 
Duke  of  Newcaftie  under  Line,  Nov.  13,  1756  j- appointed  Locd 
Privy  Seal,  July  15^  1765,  but  continued  fo  only  about  one 
yeari    He  dUd  No?.  17,  1768* 

conceal 


i 
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i;;onceal  a  circumftance  fo  advantageous  to  the 
fam^  of  phem  as  that  of  your  Lordibip's  appro* 
batit»i. 

The  painful  ftrugglo  under  fo  great  a  di£» 
culty^  as  explaining  with  a  miniftry  id  open 
contradiction  to  their  proceedings^  is  what  can 
be  fupported  by  nothing  lefs  than  the  teflimony 
of  a  good  confcience^  and  an  heart  pure  from  a 
vicious  ambition.  And  thefe  are  fucb  fupport^ 
as  will  keep  a  man  from  langui&ing  in  difcon^ 
(ent,  Ihoqld  he^  amidft  the  profperitiq)  of  tb« 
caufe  he  has  endeavoured  to  ferve,  livo  tp  find 
zeal  for  the  publick^  of  all  human  virtues,  tht 
moil  expofed  to  the  cool  comfort  of  being  ifsf 
own  reward;  and  that  which  was  undertaken 
againfl  the  inclinations  to  mirth  and  pleafure» 
put  of  a  fenfe  of  duty  and  honour,  to  have  littk 
other  efTed:  than  to  become  a  man's  chara£keri(- 
tick,  and  by  that  means  to  give  a  turbulent  aif 
to  all  his  other  pretenfions^  and  evet>  to  fiqk  the 
agreeablenefs  of  the  friend  and  companion^  bj 
the  appearance  of  foniewhat  fuppofed  tq  be  de^ 
manding  in  the  patriot* 

But  why  do  I  mention  tb^sfe  things  here) 
^11  the  world  is  witnefsi  that  it  hath  been  your 
Lordfhip's  early  inclination  tq  find  out  and  en* 
CQurage  the  lovers  of  your  country,  to  comfort 
them  under  the  neglect  of  their  friends,  and 
fupport  them  againft  the  refentment  of  their 
f^pemies. 

7  Your 
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Your  Lordfliip  is  produced  by  Providence,  ia 
an  ample -and  flowing  fortune,  to  make  a  ftand 
for  honcfty,  and  to  preferve  the  names  of  virtue 
and  honour  from  oblivion.  Whoever  has  ex- 
erted himfelf  for  the  publick,  has  at  your  houfe 
a  friend  and  a  bcncfador  :  diftinftions  are  there 
inade  by  the  rule  of  reafon  and  juftice ;  a  young 
and  noble  heart,  generoufly  difpofcd  by  Nature, 
and  fortified  by  letters,  can  determine,  in  fpite 
of  prevailing  fafhion  to  the  contrary,  that  good 
and  evil  are  really  diftindt  eonfiderations,  and 
that  "  to  diftinguifli  virtuous  men  is  the  beft 
^*  knowledge  of  the  world/* 

I  could  give  a  thoufand  inftances  of  your 
Lordihip's  great  humanity  this  way,  and  of 
your  having  attained  in  your  firfk  years  to  be 
**  the  terror  of  ill,  and  the  refuge  of  good  men.** 
What  can  fondnefs  itfelf  wifli  more  for  a  man, 
than  to  have  wealth,  and  the  beft  fenfe  ia  the 
ufe  of  it ;  than  to  be  elegantly  delightful,  art- 
lefsly  eloquent,  difcreetly  fincere,  and  judici- 
oufly  bountiful  ?  Your  Loridfliip  will  be  tranf- 
mitted  to  futurity  by  the  profeflbrs  of  thofe  li- 
beral arts  you  protedt  and  encourage.  The  pre- 
fent  I  now  make  you  can  give  me  no  opportu- 
nity to  endeavour  that  way.  But,  as  thefe  oc- 
cafional  writings  are  arguments  againft  the  in- 
curfions  made  upon  our  liberty,  and  written 
even  when  thofe  innovations  were  firft  attempt- 
ed J  I  humbly  defire  your  Lordlhiy's  protedion 

to 
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« 

to  them  and  their  author,  who  is,  with  the  ut- 
inoft  integrity,  my  Lord,  your  Lordfliip's  moft 
obliged^  moil  obedient,  and  moft  humble  fer* 
vant,  Richard  Steele. 


LETTER     CCCCXLV  *. 
To  Sir  Samuel  Garth  t. 

Sir,  [i7i53* 

AS  foon  as  I  thought  of  making  the  Lover 
a  prefent  to  one  of  my  friends,  1  refolved, 
without  farther  diftradling  my  choice,  to  fend  it 
TO  THE  best-nature D  MAN.  You  are  fo  uni- 
verfally  known  for  this  charader,  that  an  epiftle 
fo  direded  would  find  its  way  to  you  without 
your  name,  and  I  believe  nobody  but  you  your- 
felf  would  deliver  fuch  a  fuperfcription  to  any 
other  perfon. 

*  Prefixed  to  an  edition  of  "  The  Lover  and  Reader,"  in 
i2mo,  1715. 

t  Dr.  Samuel  Garth»  the  celebrated  atithor  of  <<  The  Difpen* 
'*  fary/^— The  firfl  edition  of  this  admirable  poem  came  out  in 
1694;  and  went  through  thjee  impr'eirions  in  a  few  months. 
This  extraordinary  encouragement  put  him  upon  making  feve- 
ral  improvements  in  it;  and  in  1706  he  pubtifhed  a  fourth  edi- 
tion/^ith  fcveral  additions.  Major  Pack  obferves,  that  '*  The 
''  Difpenfary  had  loft  and  gained  in  every  edition  -,  almod  every 
**  thing  that  Sir  Samuel  left  out  being  a  robbery  from  the  pub- 
'*  lick,  whil0  every  thing  that  he  added  was  an  embelliflimenc 
*f  to  his  poem."  On  the  acceilion  of  King  George  I.  he  had 
the  honour  of  being  knighfed  with  the  Duke  of  Marll^rbugh's 
fword*    Ue  died  Jan.  18,  17x8-19. 

This 


? 
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This  propehiit Jr  is  the  neateft  a  kin  to  love  5 
tnd  goodnature  is  the  worthieft  aSe&ion  of  the 
mind,  as  love  is  the  nobleft  pafBon  of  it :  while 
the  latter  is  wholly  employed  in  endeavouring  to 
make  happy  one  fingic  objcd,  the  other  difFufes 
its  benevolence  to  all  the  world. 

As  this  is  your  natural  bent,  I  cannot  but  con- 
gratulate to  you  the  Angular  felicity  that  your 
profefSon  is  fo  agreeable  to  your  temper.  For 
what  condition  is  more  defirable  than  a  conftant 
impulfe  to  relieve  the  diftrefled,  and  a  capacity 
to  adminifter  that  relief?  When  the  fick  man 
hangs  bis  eye  on  that  of  his  phyfician,  how 
pleafing  muft  it  be  to  fpeak  comfort  to  his  an* 
guiih/  to  raife  in  him  the  firft  motions  of  hope, 
to  lead  bim  into  a  perfuafion  that  he  ihall  return 
to  the  company  of  his  friends,  the  care  of  his 
family )  and  all  the  bleffings  of  being  ? 

The  manner  in  which  you  pra<^ife  this  hea- 
venly faculty  of  aiding  human  life,  is  according 
to  the  liberality  of  fcience,  and  demonftrates  that 
your  heart  is  more  fct  upon  doing  good  than 
growing  rich. 

The  pitiful  artifices  which  empiricks  arc 
guilty  of  to  drain  cafhout  of  valetudinarians,  are 
the  abhorrence  of  your  generous  mind  ;  and  it  is 
as  common  with  Garth  to  fupply  indigent  pa* 
tients  with  money  for  food,  as  to  receive  it  from 
wealthy  ones  for  phyfick.  Ho\y  much  more 
amiable,  Sir,  would  j;K^.genc3;Qfity  which  is  aW 
-  ...  ready 
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ready  applauded  by  all  that  kndw  you,  appear 
to  thofe  whofe  gratitude  you  every  day  refiife, 
if  they  knew  that  you  rcfii^  their  prefents  left 
you  ihould  fupply  thofe  whofe  wants  you  kQOw> 
by  taking  from  thofe  with  whofe  neceflities  you: 
are  unacquainted  ? 

The  families  you  frequent  receive  you  as  their 
friend  and  well-wiflier,  whofe  concern,  in  their . 
behalf,  is  as  great  as  that  of  thofe  who  are  re* 
lated  to  them  by  the  ties  of  blood  and  the  fanc- 
tions  of  affinity.  This  tendernefs  interrupts  the^ 
fatisfadions  of  converfation,  to  which  you  are 
fo  happily  turned  ;^  but  we  forgive  you  that  our. 
mirth  is  often  infipid  to  you,  while  you  fit  ab- 
fent  to  what  paffes  amongft  us  from  your  care  of 
fuch  as  languilh  in  ficknefs.  We  are  fenfiblc 
their  diftreffcs,  inftead  of  being  removed  by 
company,  return  more  ftrongly  to  your  imagi- 
nation by  comparifon  of  their  condition  to  th^ 
jollities  of  health. 

But  I  forget  I  am  n^Titing  a  dedication ;  and 
in  an  addrefs  of  this  kind,  it  is  more  ufual  to 
celebrate  mens  great  talents,  than  thofe  virtues 
to  which  fuch  talents  ought  to  be  fubfervient ; 
yet  where  the  bent  of  a  man's  fpirit  is  taken  up 
in  the  application  of  his  whole  force  to  ferve  the 
world  in  his  profeflion,  it  would  be  frivolous 
not  to  entertain  him  rather  with  thanks  for  what 
he  is,  than  applaufcs  for  what  he  is  capable  of 
being.  Bcfides,  Sir,  there  is  no  room  for  fay- 
ing 
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ing  any  thing  to  you,  as  .you  are  a  man  of  wit, 
and  a  greac  poet ;  all  that  can  be  fpoken  that  f$ 
worthy  an  ingenuous  fpirit,  in  the  celcbraiioa 
of  fuch  faculties,  has  been  incomparably  faid 
by  yourfelf  to  others,  or  by  others  to  you :  you 
have  never  been  excelled  in  this  kind  but  by 
thofe  who  hav€  written  in  praife  of  you  :  I  will 
not  pretend  to  be  your  rival  even  with  fuch  an 
advantage  over  you ;  but,  aflTuring  you,  in  Mr. 
Codrington's  words  *,  that  I  do  not  know  whe- 
ther  my  love  or  admiration  is  greater,  I  rernain. 
Sir,  your  moft  faithful  friend,  and  moft  obliged, 
humble  fervant, '  Richard  Steele. 


'CCCCXLVI. 

Original  Preface  f  to  "  The  Drummer,"  17 15. 

HAVING  recommended  this  Play  to  the 
town,  and  delivered  the  copy  of  it  to  the 
bookfeller,  I  think  my felf  obliged  to  give  fome 
account  of  it. 

It  had  been  fome  years  in  the  hands  of  the 
author;  and,  falling  under  my  perufal,  [thought 
fo  well  of  it,  that  I  perfuaded  him  to  make  fome 
additions  and  alterations  to  it,  and  let  it  appear 

« 

•  ««'Thop  haft  no  faults,  or  I  no  faults  can  fpy-; 
**  Thou  art  all  beauty,  or  all  biindnefs  I/' 

Cod  RING  TON  to  Dr.  Garth,  before  The  Difpenfary. 
t  See  hereafter,  N^  CCCCLV. 

upon 
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Upon  the  ftage.  \  own  I  Was  very  highly  pleafcd 
with  it,  and  liked  it  the  better  for  the  want  of 
thofe  ftudied  fimilies  and  repartees  which  we^ 
who  have  writ  before  -him,  have  thrown  into 
our  plays,  to  indulge  and  gain  upon  a  falfe  talle 
that  has  prevailed  for  many  years  in  the  Bri- 
tiih  theatre.  I  believe  the  author  would  have 
condefcended  to  fs^U  into  this  way  a  little  more 
than  he  has^  had  he,  before  the  writing  of  it, 
been  often  prefent  at  theatrical  reprefentatjons. 
I  was  confirmed  in  my  thoughts  of  the  play,  by 
the  opinion  of  better  judges  t»  whom  it  was 
communicated,  who  obferved,  that  the  fcenes 
were  drawn  after  Moliere's  manner,  and  that  an 
eafy  and  natural  vein  of  humour  ran  through, 
the  whole.  ' 

I  do  not  queftion  but  the  reader  will  difcovef 
this,  and  fee  many  beauties  that  efcaped  the  au<^ 
dience  \  the  touches  being  too  delicate  for  every 
tafte  in  a  popular  idembly.  Jyfy  brother  fharert 
were  of  opinion, .  at  the  firft  reading  of  it,  that 
it  was  like  a  pi£):ure  in  which  the  ifarokes  were^ 
not  ftrong  enough  to  appear  at  a  diftance.^  As 
it  is  not  in  the  common  way  of  writing,  the  ap« 
probation  was  at  firft  doubtful,  but  has  rifen 
every  time  it  has  been  adted,  and  has  given  an 
opportunity  in  feverai  of  its  parts  for  as  juft  aidd 
good  adtion  as  ever  I  faw  on  the  ftage. 

The  reader  will  coniider  that  I  (peak  h^rej^ 
not  as  the  author^  but  as  the  pacentecb    Which 
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|9j  perhaps^  ^  tpefyn  wky  {  |n>  not  diffpfe  in 
the  praifes  of  the  Play,  left  I  ilkould  ieem  like  a 
maiP  who  crU«  up  his  owp  WAtes  only  to  draw 
in  cuftomers.  Richard  Steele. 


LETTER     CCCCXLVIL 
To  Mr.  HuGH£». 

Dear  Sir,  St.  JamesVftreet,  Jan,  8,  1715-16  *. 

APAPERi  called  "The  Town-talkf/*  is 
particul^ly  defigned  to  be  helpful  ta  thQ 
ftage.  If  you  have  not  fent  the  maik  Xi  which 
h  to  come  out  on  Thurfday,  to  prefs,  if  you 
pleafe  to  fend  me  the  copy,  it  ihall  be  recom^ 
mended  to  the  town,  and  publjfhcd  on  Thurf- 
^y  "ig^  ^^^h  ^^^  paper.  Your  afic^ionate, 
frknd^,  and  moft  humble  fervant^ 
.   .       >  Richard  Steele. 


CCCCXLVIII. 
Preface  to  "  The  EngUfhrnan,"  vol.  II. 

THE  former  volume  of  TJ^  EngUJhman  was 
written  with'  a  dired  intention  to  deftroy 

..  *  Steele  wa$  at  this  time  member  for  Boroughhridge  in  York- 
(hire.    D. 

t  Neither  this,  nor  «  The  Theatre,''  nor  "  The  Spinftcr." 
(air  by  the  fame  hand),  have  been  coilc£bcd  into  volumes.    D. 

.\X  **  ApollQ  andDaphpe^"  4  roafque  by  Mr.  Hughes,  fcttomo- 
fi^by  Dr.  Pepufch.  See* it  in  his  "Poems,"  vol.  II.  p.  167.  D. 

^'4  the 
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tht  credit,  and  fruftrate  tfie  defigns,  of  wicked 
men,  at  that  time  in  power.  . 
'  To  infinuate  that  there  are  evil  purpofes  in 
the  minifters  of  one'i  country,  is,  in  itfelf,  a  fe* 
ditious  and  unwarrantable  pradice ;  but  the  ap* 
parent  tendency  of  the  proceedings  in  the  late 
times  juftified  the  difrefpedt  with  which  the  offi- 
cers of  the  ftatc  were  then  treated. 

That  volume  alarmed  mankind  againft  their 
defigns ;  and  this  lays  together  fads  which  muft 
Convince  all  the  world  of  the  methods  they  had 
taken  to  accomplifh  them. 

It  is  incumbent  upon  one,  who  had  treated 
them  fo  frankly  wheij  they  were  only  fufpeded, 
to  make  good  what  he  feemed  to  accufe  them 
of,  now  their  aftions  are  brought  to  light. 

There  needs  no  apology  for  the  liberty  taken 
with  tiheir  charaders  upon  fo  good  a  foundation 
as  the  Report  of  a'  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons. 

It  is  no-  matter  to  the  author  of  Tbe  EngUJh- 
many  whether  they  are  ever  punifhed  for  what 
they  have  done,  according  to  their  deferts.  He 
has  done  all  he  could  ta  make  them  live  in  in- 
famy, and,  after  that,  he  cares  not  how  long 
they  live. 

^  Btit  our  Author's  behaviour  upon  fome  late 
circumftances  has  been  thought  inconfiftent  with 
this  fpirit ;  and  it  has  appeared  unaccountable, 
that  he  who  was  thus  violent  againft  the  parri- 
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cidesy  difcoveredy  in  a  certain  place^  inclinatioo 
to  lenity  towards  the  rebels  *• 

For  very  many  reafoos  that  matter  is  not  to 
be  refumed  here ;  but,  granting  that  he  had  de- 
clared for  mercy^  it  might  poffibly  be^  that  his 
beart  fsuled  ^ainft  fubmiflive  criminals,  though 
he  has  appeared  determinate  againft  triumphant 
wickednefs.  It  ordinarily  happens  that  the  fame 
men  who  make  an  attack  very  bravely  upon 
troops  in  good  order,  do  leaft  execution  upon 
them  when  they  are  put  to  flight,  or  aik  quarter. 
But  I  never  heard  it  faid,  that  they  were  the  leis 
zealous  for  the  caufe,  or  that  they  were  held  de- 
ferters  from  the  fervice,  becaufe  they  have  been 
over-run,  in  purfuing  a  defeat,  by  their  £riends» 
who  were  in  the  rear  at  the  onfet. 

*  Steele  wis  wbnt  to  expreft  himfelf  with  fmartnefs  igainft 
the  errors  of  men,  without  bitternefs  towards  their  perfbns.  Mr* 
WhiftoDy  ft  zealous  Chriftian  fw  gituris^  in  his  *^  Memoirs," 
2d  edit.  17539  2  vols.  p.  257,  fify?jr.  with  little  jadgement,  «ii4 
lefs  gratitude,  reproaches  Steels,  who  was  one  of  his  moft  ac« 
tive  benefii^rs,  with  inctm^eiKcyf  tot  writing  in  **  The  Theatre* 
againft  the  South  Sea  fcheme,  when  it  portended  the  mifchiefs  of 
which  it  was  pregnant,  and  fpeaking:  in  the  Houle  of  Commons 
lATecommendation  of  lenitf  to  the  DireS§rf,  after  the  mifchiefs 
were  produced  |  as  if,  foriboth,  there  was  any  incongruity  be- 
tween expreifing  deteftation  at  a  crime,  and  exercifing  bttmftniij^ 
te  a  criminal.  See  Tatlbr,  with  Notes,  toI.  VL  N®  25 1,  p. 
286,  &c.  It  (eems.  Sir  Richard  was  in  like  manner  fcproaidicd 
for  advifing  lenity  to  the  rebels  of  1 715,  after  the  rebellion  was 
ehtirely  fupprefledf  though,  ill  pleafkl  with  the  tameneis  of  Ad* 
msoH's  *^  Freeholder,"  he  is  reported  ro  halte  iaid,  that  <«Go> 
«  Temment  had  made  choice  of  a  /»/#  on  an  eccafion  when  they 
**  ought  to  hare  made  ufe  of  •  tnimfit.*' 

LETTER 
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LETTER     CCCCXLIX. 

From  the  Editor  of  "  A  Lady's  Travels  *  inta 
"  Spain,"  1716,  to  Sir  Richard  Steele. 

Sir,  [1716.] 

THE  reputatimi  you  have  obtained  in  the 
world  for  learning,  wit^  good  fenfe,  and  a 
general  knowledge  of  mankind ,  very  much  ex« 
pofes  you  to  addrelTes  of  this  nature. 

I  Ihould  hardly  prefume  to  prefs  in  with  this 
little  work,  amongft  the  many  who  feek  to  ihar 
dow  their  labours  under  your  patronage^  but  that 
L  think  the  ingenious  productions  of  the  fair  fex 
bave  a  particular  claim  to  it.  You  fhew,  in  fe- 
veral  of  your  writings^  a  fpecial  regard  to  the 
improvement  of  that  fex  in  the  politer  part  of 
knowledge,  by  endeavouring  to  refcue  them 
from  the  prejudices  of  a  narrow  education,  and 
to  enlarge  their  notions  of  things.  The  example 
this  lady  affords  them  of  wit,  judgement,  and  ' 
capacity,  may  excite  the  emulation  of  fome,  and 
concur  with  ydur  motives  to  anfwer  that  end. 
This  reafon^  together  with  the  aiTurances  I  have 
of  your  readinefs  to  encourage  fuch  works  as 
bav:e  a  tendency  to  inform  the  judgements,  or 
improve  any  of  the  virtues  of  mankind,  makes 

^  This  entertaiaing  little  work,  written  originally  by  Madam 
Daunoit,  palTed  through  ADany  editions  before  this  Dedication 
was  pre6xed  to  kf  and  has  alfo  been  iince  then  frequently  re- 
printed. It  was  one  of  the  firft  books  that  gave  any  true  account 
of  Spain. 
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me  flatter  myfclf  you  will  give  iheker  to  a  new 
edition  of  this.  I  need  not  fay  much  as  to  the 
judicious  performance  of  it ;  you  will  eafily  per- 
.  ceive  the  obfervations  Ihe  has  made  upon  the 
humours  of  the  Spaniard  to  be  very  juft ;  the 
drefs  (he  has  put  them  in,  elegant  and  neat;  ind 
her  expreffion  familiar,  eafy,  and  clear. 

Ihe  former  impreflions  of  this  book  have 
been  very  well  received  in  the  world ;  and  I 
doubt  not  but  this  will  meet  with  a  better  re- 
ception than  any  yet  have  done,  by  coming  into 
it  under  your  protedion.  Whatever  youefpoufe 
comes  fufEcicntly  recommended,  and,  with 
thofe  that  know  you,  will  be  taken  for  a  con- 
vincing argument  of  its  6wn  merit  I  cannot 
perfuade  myfelf  filently  to  pafs  over  one  motive 
which  fwayed  very  much  with  me  to  make  you 
this  addrefs ;  and  that  is,  a  defire  I  have  long 
entertained  for  an  opportunity  to  declare  the 
veneration  and  efteem  I  have  for  you  as  a  gentle- 
man, a  fcholar,  and  a  patriot.  The  two  firft 
characters  you  cijoy  undifturbed  ;  and,  to  make 
good  the  laft,  you  have  the  applaufes  of  all  true 
Britons,  for  the  vigorous  efforts  you  made 
againft  the  late  attacks  upon  the  liberties  of 
your  country,  by  expofiqg  the  falfe  reafonin^ 
of  thofe  men,  who  would  have  deluded  us  into 
a  fatal  fecurity,  till  Popery  and  tyranny  had 
pome  down  upon  us  like  a  mighty  torrent,  and 
overwhelmed  us.  I  am.  Sir,  your  moft  obedi- 
ent, humble  fervant* 

LETTEH 
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LETTER     CCCCL*. 

*  From  Mrs.  Manley  t  to  Sir  Richard  Steele, 


w 


HEN  men  caft  their  eyes  upon  epiftles 
of  tills  kind,  from  the  name  of  the  per- 

fon 


*  prefixed  to  "  Lucius,  a  Tragedy,  1717  ;"  being  the  dedica- 
tion already  referred  to  in  p.  275. 

t  Daughter  of  Sir  Robdrt  Manley,  a  zealous  RoyalUt.  Early 
in  life  fhc  was  chieated  into  marriage  with  a  near  relation,  of  her 
own  name,  who  had  at  the  fame  time'a  former  wife  living.  De- 
ferted  by  her  hufband,  ihe  was  patronifcd  by  the  Duchefs  of  Cleve- 
land, who  growing  tired  of  Mi  s.  Manley  in  fix  months,  difcharged 
her,  on  pretence  that  flie  intrigued  with  her  fon.  Retiring  into 
folitude,  £he  wrote  her  firil  Tragedy,  ^«  The  Royal  Mifchief.*' 
This  play  being  a£Ved  in  1696,  with  great  fuccefs,  ihe  received 
fuch  unbounded  incenfe  from  admirers^  that  her  apartment  was 
crowded  with  men  of  .wit  and  gaiety,  which,  in  the  end,  proved 
fatal  to  her  virtue..  In  the  fame  year  flie  alfo  publiihed  **  The 
**  loft  Lover,  or,  jealous  Hufcand,"  a  Comedy.  In  her  retired 
hours  flie  wrote  "  The  Atalantis  j"  for  which,  (he  having  made 
free  in  it  with  feveral  chara£ter$,  her  printer  was  apprehended, 
by  a  warrant  from  the  Secretary's  o£ce.  Mrs.  Manley,  unwiU 
ling  an  innocent  perfon  fhould  fuiFer,  prefented  herfelf  before  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench  as  the  author.  Lord  Sunderland,  then 
Secretary  of  State,  being  curious  to  know  from  whom  flie  ^ot  in- 
formation of  feveral  particulars  which  were  fuppofed  above  her 
own  intelligence,  flie  replied,  with  great  humility,  *«  that  ihe 
«•  had  no  defign  in  writing  further  than  her  own  amufement  and 
**  diverfion  in  the  country,  without  intending  particular  reflec- 
**  tions  and  chara6lers ;  and  did  aflure  them,  that  nobody  was 
<*  concerned  with  her,"  When  this^  was  not  believed,  and  the 
contrary  urged  againft  her  by  feveral  circumftances,  flie  faid, 
"  then  it  muft  be  by  infpiration  ;  becaufe,  knowing  her  own  ih- 
«  nocence,  flie  could  account  for  it  no  other  way."  Whether 
thofe  in  power  were  afliamcd  to  bring  a  woman  to  trial  for  a' few 
amorous  trifles,  or  whether  (her  chara£lers  boing  under  feigned 
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£oQ  who  makes  the  addrefs,  and  of  him  who  r^ 
ceives  itj  they  ufually  have  reafon  to  exped  ap« 

plaufes 

sames)  the' laws  ^\A  not  a£bually  reach  her,  fte  was  idifcharged 
after  fcyeral  public  cxaoiinadons.  On  the  change  of  the  Mi* 
Qiflry  ibe  lived  in  reputation  and  gaiety »  and  amufed  herfelf  in 
ivriting  Poems  and  Letters,  and  converfing  with  the  Wits,  k 
lecond  edition  of  a  volume  of  her  Letters  was  publiflied  in  1713* 
•*  Lucius,"  a  weli*received  Tragedy,  was  written  by  her,  and 
a£lcd  in  1 7 1 7.  It  was  dedicated,  as  above,  to  Sir  R.  Steele,  who  wis 
then  on  fuch  friendly  terms  with  her,  that  he  wrote  the  prologue 
to  this  play,  as  Mr.  Prior  did  the  epilogue.  She  died  July  ii» 
1724.— The  welfare  of  fociety  being  not  at  all  affc£^edbythe 
inifdeeds  of  thofe  who  have  acquired  any  degree  of  eminence 
being  known  j  on  the  contrary,  -when  it  is  feen  that,  in  fpitc  of 
confiderable  talents,  poverty  and  contempt  (as  in  the  prefentu- 
fiance)  generally  accompany  any  deviations  from  the  rule  of 
right,  it  will  tend  to  promote  the  pra6^ice  of  virtue,  and  be  at- 
tended with  confequences  beneficial  to  the  community;  thefol* 
lowing  well-authenticated  anecdote  of  Mrs.  Manley  is  here  pre- 
ferved.  In  1705  fhe  was  concerned  with  one  Mrs.  MaryThomp* 
ion,  a  young  woman  who  had  been  kept  by  a  gentleman  of  the 
name  of  Pheafant,  of  Upwood,  in  Huntingdonihire,  HdA  then 
deceafed,  in  profecuting  a  futt  in  Dodors  Commons,  on  the  part 
of  Mrs.  Thompfon,  as  the  widow  of  Mr.  Pheaiant;  theobjeft 
of  the  fuit  being  to  eftabliih  her  right  of  dower  out  of  Mr.Pbea* 
fatit^s  eftates,  which  were  about  1500I.  a  year.  Jt  appears,  on 
the  evidence,  which  is  recorded  in  Doflors  Commons,  that  Mrs. 
Manley  and  Mrs.  Thompfon  were  jointly  concerned  in  the  pro- 
iecution,  and  that  Ihe  was  to  have  had  lool.  per  annum  for  liie» 
if  it  had  fucceeded.  They  had  procured  one  £dmund  Smithit 
very  infamous  fellow,  and  then  a  prifoner  in  the  Fleer,  to  foi|e 
a  marriage  entry  in  the  regifier  at  a  church  in  Alderfgate  Street, 
which  was  fupported  by  Smith's  fwearing  himfelf  to  have  pro- 
cured the  parfon  who  performed  thexereroony ;  and  that  he  and 
a  Mr.  Abfon  were  preient  at  the  wedding.  The  paribo  fixed  o& 
was  one  Dr.  Cleaver,  who  appears,  from  the  evidence,  to  have 
bean  a  low  and  fcandahras  prieft,  and,  it  is  believed,  the  mas 

who  married  at  the  Fleet.    Cleaver  and  Abfon  wore  both  dead 
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pUtufea  improj^r  eitker  to  be  gi?«ii  or  accepted 
by  the  parties*  concerned.  I  fe^r  it  will,  at.firft 
iight^  be  much  more  fo  in  this  addrefs  than  any 

/Other  which  has  at  any  time  appeared ;  but  whih 
common  dedications  are  ftuifed  with  painful  p9* 
negyricks,  the  plain  and  honeft  bufinefs  of  this 

.  isi  only  to  do  an  ad:  of  juftice^  and  to  end  a 
former  mifunderftanding  between  the  Author, 
and  him  whom  fhe  here  makes  her  patron*.  In 
confideration  that  one  knows  not  bow  far  what 
we  have  faid  of  each  other  may  affeO:  our  cht- 
ta&ers  in  the  world,  I  take  it  for  an  a^  of  ho- 

when  Smith  was  exart^ined.    The  caufe  was  fupported  by  fom^ 

weak  coilaieraj  erJ49iKe»  tnd  was  overthrown  by  the  Jrongeft 

evidence  to  the  wickednefs  of  Smith's  chara^^er,  and  by  proof 

that  the  entry,  which  Smith  fwore  to  have  been  entered  by  Mr. 

'Pheafant  himfeifv  was  not  Mr.  Phealant't' hand^Wrkingf  who 

.  J4ved  with  Mrs.  Thqmpibn  as  his  miftrefs,  and  not  fn  his  wife. 

Upon  the  whole,  Mrs.^  Manley's  condu£^  in  this  affair  (hews  her 

'to  have'  been  a  bafe  and  \Vicked  woman,  capable  of  fubbrHing 

-^rjury  and  forgery  fo^  gain.    It  it  to  be  noted,  that  this  was' ia 

.the  year  1705-    In  the  latter  parr  of  Qiieen  Ai^ne's  reign  Ihe 

was  in  high  favour  with  the  Tories,  as  a  party-writer,  and  was 

'  noticed  by  Dr.  Swift,  whom  ihe  aflifled  In' the  Examner.  Whe- 

'  <her  fae  knew  her  real  charader  is  perhaps  uncertain.  She  paffed 

the  remainder  of  her  life  with  Swift's  very  good  friend,  Jqha 

Barber,  alderman  and  printer,  as  his  miflrefs.     She  niuft  have 

'-been  fortunate  if  her  baienefs  was  not  known;  if  it  was,  f)r. 

Swift's  friends  at  leafl  are  not  much  credited  by  their  connexions 

wkh  her.    It  i.$  not  likely  that  Mrs.  Manley's  condu£l  w^s  a  ie« 

.  xret,  as  ihe  was  known  as  a  writer  before  170$ }  and  Smith^^  in 

'liis  evidence,  fwears,  that  he  firft  heard  of  the  caufe  being  infti- 

tuted  at  a  cojfu^hti^e  accidentally,  where  Mn»  Pbeafant*s  caule 

was  talked  of,  and  Mr«  Peere  Williams,  then  an  eminent  coun- 

fel,  was  examined  as  a  witncfs,  fo  that  the  matter  was  certainly 

<»l  public  notoriety* 
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nbar  to  deck¥e^  on  my  part,  jth^t  I  have  not 
known  a  greater  mdrtidcatlon  thfab  when  I  ha^e 
refleAed  upon  the  feverities  which  have  flowed 
from  a  pen,  which  is  now^  you  lee,  difpofed  as 
much  to  celebrate  and  commend  you.    On  your 

<  part,  your  fincerc  endeavour  to  promote  the  re- 
putation and  fucceis  of  this  Tragedy^  are  infai- 

.  lible  teftimonies  of  the  candour  and  friendfliip 
you  retain  for  me.  I  rejoice  in  this  public  re- 
tribution, and  with  pleafure  ax^knowledge,  that 
I  find  by  experience,  that  fome  iifeful  notices 
which  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  give  you  for 
your  conduft  in  former  lif?,  with  fome  hazard 
to  myfelf,  were  not  to  be  blotted  out  of  your 
memory  hy  any  hardlhips  that  followed  them. 

I  know  you  {o  welU  that  I  am  aflured  you  al- 
ready think  I  have,  on  this  fubjeft,  faid  too 
much ;  and  I  am  confident  ypii  believe  of  me, 

.  that,  did  I  not  conceal  much  more,  I  ihould  not 
fay  fo  much.  Be  then  the  very  memory  of  dif- 
agreeable  things  forgotten  for  ever,  and  give 
me  leave  to  thank  you  for  your  kindnefs  to  this 
Play,  and,  in  return,  to  Ihew  towards  your  me- 
rit the  fame  good-wilL  But  when  my  heart  is 
full,  and  my  pen  ready  to  exprefs  the  kifldeft 
fentiments  to  your  advantage,  I  refledt  upon  what 
I  have  formerly  heard  you  fay,  that  the  fame  of 
a  gentleman,  like  the  credit  of  a  merchant,  muft 
flow  from  his  own  intrinfic  value ;  and  that  all 
means  to  enlarge  it,  which  do  not  arifc  naturally 

from 
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from  that  r^al  worth)  inftead  of  promoting  the 
charader  of  either,  did  but  kflen,  and  render  it 
fufpicious.  I  leave  you,  therefore,  to  the  great 
opportunities,  which  are  daily  in  your  power,  of 
beftowing  on  yourfelf  what  nobody  elfe  can  give 
you ;  and,  wifliihg  you  health  and  profperity,  I 
omit  to  dwell  upon  fortie  very  late  anions  of 
yours  in  public,  which  unhappy  prejudices  made 
as  little  expected  from  you,  as  the  zeal  and  foli- 
citude  which  you  fhewed  for  my  private  inte* 
refts  in  the  fuccefs  of  this  Play.  I  ihall  fay  no 
more,  trufting  to  the  gallantry  of  your  temper 
for  further  proofs  of  friendlhip;  and  allowing 
you,  like  a  true  woman,  all  the  good  qualities 
in  the  world  now  I  am  pleafed  with  you,  as  well 
Is  I  gave  you  all  the  ill  ones  when  I  was  angry 
wiih  you.  1  remain  with  the  greateft  truth.  Sir, 
your  moft  humble,  mod  faithful,  and  moft 
obliged  fervant,        De  la  Rivier  Manley. 
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To   Biftiop  HOADLY*. 

My  Lord,  [17^8]. 

HOPE  I  Ihall  be  able  to  wait  upon  you  at 
the  place  you  command  me  at  three  of  the 

cloclf: 


*  Dr.  Benjamin  Hoadly,  born  at  Wefterham  in  Kent,  Nov, 
fi4>  1676  j   admitted  Penfxoacr  of  Catharine  Hall,  Cambridge, 

Feb. 


46o    ST.EELE'3    LETTERS 

dock  on  Monday  next.  There  is  no  great  dan-^ 
ger  of  your  afluming  more  power  than  is  wel- 
come :  you  never  exert  fo  much  as  is  volunta* 
rily  given  you^.  Commg  home  the  other  nighty 
after  your  great  condefcenfion  in  liking  fuch 
pleafures  as  I  entertained  your  Lordfhip  with,  I 
inade  the  diftich,  which  you  will  find  if  you 
turn  over  the  leaf  -f- : 

.  Virtae  with  fo  much  eafe  on  Bangor  {its„ 

.  All  faults  he  pardons^  though  he  none  commits. 

I  am*  my  Lord^  your  moft  obliged,  moft  obe- 
dient^ humble  fervant^        Richard  Steel ^. 

LETTER 

Feb.  iSy  1691}  ele£ted  Feflowy  Aug.  23,  1697.  In  x70iy.be 
was  appointed  le£lurer  of  St.  Mildred,  in  The  Poultry,  In  1764 
lie  obtained  tbe  redory  of  St.  Peter's  Poor,  in  Broad  Street  |  aad 
Feb.  13,  1710,  was  prefented  to  the  re£tory  of  Streatham  in 
Snrrey.  Feb.  16,  1715-16,  he  was  admitted  and  fwom  Kiog,*s 
CbftpbiiD;  and  confecratcd  Biihop  of  Baagor  March  iS.  In 
1721  he  was  tranflated  to  Hereford,  and  coVifirmed  Nov.  3;.  In 
1723  he  was  tranilated  to  Salifbury,  and  confirmed  OGt.  29. 
And,  eleven  years  after,  was  advanced  to  the  biflioprick  of  Win- 
chefter,  (confirmed  Sept.  16,  1734,}  which  he  held  near  twenty* 
Avenyears^  till,. on  April  17,  i76i,at  his  palaccat  Cheifea,  \m 
the  feme  calm  he  had  enjoyed  amidft  all  the  fidrms  that  Ucw 
around  him,  he  died,  fuU  of  years  and  honours,  beloved  and  re- 
gretted by  all  good  men,  in  the  85th  year  of  his  age.  His  ulc- 
ful  labours,  which  will  6ver  be  efteemed  by  all  lovers  of  the  na- 
tural, civil,  and  religious  rights  of  Engliihmen,  were  colleded, 
in  three  folio  volumes,  by  his  fbn.  Dr.  John  Hoadly,  cha&ceUor 
of  WincheAer,  the  laft  furyiving  male  of  a  very  numerous  and 
fcrpe£lable  family,  who  prefixed  to  that  publication  a  ihort  ac- 
count of  the  venerable  Bifiiop*s  life. 

*  See  before  pp.  173,  180,  189. 

t  The  following  article  is  extracted  from  a  letter  written  by 
'l)r,  John  Hoadly :   <<  My  father,  when  Bifhop  of  Bangor,  was, 

Mby 
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LETTER     CCCCLII*. 

To  &c  Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Ward,  Knight^ 
Lord  Mayor  of  London. 

My  Lord,  [1718.] 

AS  I  think  it  manifeft  that  the  deggn,  tx^ 
plained  in  the  following  account^  will  in* 
troduce  a  new  and  profitable  courfe  of  trade ;  I 

**  by  invitation,  prefent  at  one  of  the  Whig^meetingSy  held  at 
**  The  Trumpet  in  Shoe  Lane,  where  Sir  Richard,  in  his  aeal» 
**  rather  ezpbfed  himielf,  having  the  double  duty  of  the  day  upott 
**  him»  as  well  to  celebrate  the  immorul  memory  of  King  WiU 
'*  liam,  It  being  the  4th  of  November,  as  to  drink  his  friend 
*^  Addison  up  to  converfation-pitch,  whole  phlegmatic  confti« 
Station  was  hardly  warmed  for  ibciety  by  that  time  Stebls 
'<  was  not  fit  for  it.  Two  remarkable  circumftances  happened  « 
**  J9lm  Sly,  the  hatter,  of  facetious  memory,  was  in  the  houfe, 
*'  and,  when  pretty  mellow,  took  it  into  his  head  to  come  in^o 
<<  the  company  on  his  knees,  with  a  tankard  of  ale  in  his  hand» 
<<  to  drink  oflF  to  the  imm§rUd  miwunry^  and  to  retire  in  the  fame 
**  manner.  Steelb,  fitting  next  my  ^ther,  whifpered  him,  D9 
**imigbi  it  is  tuwumity  to  langb*  Sir  Richard,  in  the  evening, 
**  being  too  much  in  the  lame  condition,  was  put  into  a  chaii^ 
«'  and  fent  home.  Nothing  would  ierve  him  but  being  carried 
'<to  the  Biihop  of  Bangor's,  late  as  it  was.  However,  the 
"  chairmen  carried  htm  home,  and  got  him  up  flairs,  when  hii 
''  great  complaifance  would  wait  on  them  down  ftairs,  which  he 
**  did,  and  then  was  got  quietly  to  bed.  The  next  morning  he 
<<was  much  aihamed,  and  fent  the  Biihop  the  diftich  printed 
<«  above.  On  fuch  another  occafion  the  waiters  were  hoifiing 
^*  him  into  an  hackney-coach,  with  fome  labour  and  pains,  when 
**  a  Tory  mob  was  pafiing,  with  their  cry,  DowK  WITH  THS 
^  RvMP  \'^Up  with  tbe  Rmmp^  i;ried  Sir  Richard,  w  I  Jball  mi 
**  kiat  bMt$  to^nigbt," 

*  Prefixed  to  the  '<  Account  of  the  Pi(h*Pool ;"  of  which  fit 
feverai  of  the  preceding  Lettars,  particularly  Lett.  CCLXXIX* 
P«  «65. 

3  prelume 
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prefume  to  addrefs  this  aarration  to  the  greateft 
magiftrate  of  the  greateft  commercial  city. 

•  Your  pcrfonal  eminent  qualities,  as  a  good 
citizen  and  rtiaii  of  bufinefs,  which  I  have  fre* 
quently  heard  you  exert,  where  you,  with  great 
ability,  reprefent  the  fame  city  in  another  ho- 
nourable cteirader  %  entitle  you  alfo  to  the  was» 
ration  and  efteen>  which  determine  me  in  my 
prefent  application. 

The  arts  and  fciences  (in  which  I  pretend  to 
no  accurate  fkill)  ihould  always  be  emplc^ed  m 
enquiries  that  may  tend  to  the  general  advan- 
tage ;  and  they  muft  lofe  the  name  of  liberal, 
when  the  profefibrs  of  them  feelude  themfelves 
from  fociety,  or  live  in  it  without  applying  their 
abilities  to  the  fervice  of  it.  For  it  is  by  the  jpint 
force  of  men  of  diflfcrent  talents  that  ufeful  pur- 
pofes  are  beft  accompliOied  ;  and  a  certain  feli^ 
^ity  of  invention  in  one,  joined  to  the  experi- 
ence and  practical  ikill  of  another,  may  bring 
works  to  perfedion,  which  would  be  fo  far  from 
growth,  th.it  they  would  not  fo  much  as  have 
had  birth,  but  from  the  good  intelligence  be* 
tween  perfons  of  unlike  abilities^  whofegood 
will  towards  each  other  united  their  endeavours. 

*-  He  repre&Dttd  tfae  city  of  London  in  the  parliaments  elided' 
m  1708  and  17149  and  the  borough  of  Dunwich  in  1712*  ^^ 
was  eleaed  Alderman  of  Candlewick  Ward  in  1709;  fcrvedifc* 
office  of  Sheriff  in  1716,  andicbatof  Lord  Mayor  in  i7i*-»9* 
JUt  was  alfo  one  of  the  DimAqrs  ofthe  Bank ;  and  died  Msit^ 
11,  X725-6. 

I  dare 
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I  dare  promUe  your  Lordfliip>  that  tlohe  cor*% 
refpondence  between  the  undertakers^  of  tkia  de# 
Gffi,  wUl  produce  to  tliie  world  many  other  ope* 
fationa  ^>  wJbich  will  create  more  wonder  thai 
they  wece  not  performed  before,  than  that  they 
aire  now  brought  into  ufe.  For  it  is  certain^ 
that  great  and  worthy  works  are  every  day  loft, 
by  the  difiance  which  is  kept  between  men, 
from  the  very  reafon  which  Ihould  make  thefn 
feek  each  other  in  their  different  ways  of  life  and 
education* 

Among  the  Employments  of  human  life,  that 
of  the  merchant  (whofe  good  is  the  good  of  all 
men)  fliould  by  all  be  held  in  the  firft  efteem  : 
it  is  he  who  enlarges  the  intereOts  of  his  couii- 
try ;  it  is  he,  who,  by  his  credit,  makes  hit 
fellow- citizen  every  where  at  hpme,  and  ex* 
tends  the  offices,  advantages,  and  civilities,  of 
acquaintance  and  neighbourhood,  to  all  parts 
of  the  habitable  world. 

The  following  invention  is  prop'ofed  to  be 
carried  on  with  a  fuperior  regard  to  the  laws 
and  rights  of  commerce,  which  oblige  every 
man  to  think  of  himfelf  but  in  the  fecond  place, 

*  If  it  were  not  that  Steele  had  heen,  long  before  this  time, 
laughed  at  as  a  chemifl  who  was  fearching  in  vain  for  the  philo* 
fopher's  ftoAe,  one  might  have  fuppofed,  from  this  paflage,  that 
**  the  laboratory  at  Poplar,  now  converted  into  a  gafden-houfe," 
was  the  fcene  of  the  fecret  operations  whence  the  Fifh  Pool  and 
other  wonderful  difcoveries  were  to  originate.  See  Supplement 
to  Swift,  cr«  8v0|  vol,  I.  p.  m. 

or 
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or  to  make  bis  firft  intentions^  at  leafi^  ftn&ly 
agreeable  to  the  good  of  his  coyntry,  and  that 
of  all  his  fellow-citizens ;  and  therefore,  the  ac« 
count  of  it  may  be  a  prefent  not  unworthy  m 
gentleman  of  your  free  and  difinterefted  charac* 
ter  ;  and  I  flatter  myfelf  it  will  have  the  influ- 
ence of  your  Lordfliip  in  the  profecution  of  it* 
I  need  not  fay  how  great  that  influence  muft 
needs  be,  where  you  ad  for  them  in  the  great«> 
eft  capacities  your  fellow-citizens  have  to  beftow« 
I  congratulate  both  them  and  you,  that  a 
perfon  of  fuch  known  equanimity  is  vdfted  with 
the  double  capacity  of  aflerting  and  protetting 
their  privileges ;  whole  candour  and  benignity 
naturally  tend  to  abate  animofity,  encoun^e  in^ 
duftry,  promote  peace,  prevent  difbrder, :  fe-> 
cure  wealth,  and  relieve  poverty :  in  all  whicll 
noble  ends  and  cares  I  wifli  you  a  profperous 
and  memorable  mayoralty ;  and  again  humbly 
defiring,  that  if  the  defign  flmll  in  the  leaft  de« 
gree  appear  ferviceable  in  any  of  thefe  generous 
refpeds,  it  may  have  your  prote&ion.  I  re^ 
main,  my  Lord,  your  Lprdfliip's  moft  obedientt 
and  moft  humble  fervant^     Richard  St££L£. 


LETTER 
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I/EV  •!*•«' R'    ceccLiii. 

*fo  Uie!£arl  of  Oxford  *. 

'  J  i  -. .         .- . .   .  ^,  ^  k    *  1 »  i    1 0  M  * .  ' ,     . .     .     .       >  '  ,     .     .    •  .       f    .   •    . . 

i-X  AM,;^yej2j.j^d  ^f  the /d^Gaficji^  Whprm  tI 
.X  ;Hve  the:gp<^;fQ^  t^hink  the  fame  way 

-r         with 


t;\'Z':  ■     '<  '■'    -:  '.v 


I  •     i 


-')f^,  Robert  SarWy,  c'fq. <e|d!til  fott  of  Sir  E4tfiriJ  HarteyV'  b«rn 
Dec.  5y  1661.  At' the  Reyolutioiiy  Sir  Edward  and  his  (oh  Ro» 
bert  caiieil  a  tcobp  df  horfe  rat  their  owi»  expentk.  On  the  ac- 
«.iceifion;  of  King  Wiliiam»  Mr.  Harley  was  elsfled  member  'fbr 
.Tuegoiiyi  aftd  afterward-  for  Radnor'^  -which:  he  repre&nted* till 
;faHed.tO}th4i  ypper  iHdufie*.  Fel>.itiy  t70i*2v  he 'was  chofcn 
Speaker ;  as  he-  \^b9  egain^  3 1  Dec^folltiwing^  4nd>  a  third  time, 

^  jL^  ^e  firft  padiaonel&t  o€  Queen  Annd^*:  April  i^j^^ifo^f  he  ^tIbls 
■fwora  of  th^Fnry  Ceoieii.;  asd;  May^'r^'folldwia^^.  appointed 
.$e^re^iy.of  tete^  biflhg  fUii  ^peakevo^.thdHoi^ef  Com-' 
ftaons.    His  pffi^.:)^;fieferetar7'  ki  refigniBEd»  Vib^  it;  x^o^^lT.. 

'..ij(?i^as  n^ade^a^  CiWWiiffifflwrr  of  .th^.TceAfiaiy  and  Ghkaceltor 
•fif^e£i^f4ii9i}i»f|r9:.At|g<iietp:iTt04  aind*thnBe.dajre  after  fwom 

'  f^itt-of  the: rBrtvy^Xkiiiicih   Where,  iMhrehtf^  >7il9  hifilfe 

.^  .was  attasked.,by.^  Quj^rd :  thfi^addcefs  of ^bbdi  iioufes'of  par- 
liament will  beil  i^yf  tfie  ffnie  9!  tlieitatilc>n:jr.that  alanning  at« 
tempt.    Her  ^Siji^y^M  xicwafil  for, bis  ma^y  lesrifces^  wae 

^  rracidufly  pie^fisd  to  a4yaAce;^hup  (9  the  peerage*  by  the  dtle  of 
Saron  Harley,  £ari-of  Oa^ford,  and  Earl  IMEortitner,  May  11^ 
X711 :  oajthe.29fh9  he  was,.appic^ted  LordXr^ftfurer;:  Augilft 
S59  chofe^  Goyeri»9rof  the  Sio.i»di  Sfia^ Q$)|ilp0ny;  of. which  ht 
had  been  the  founder  ^  .and,>.0£k.  :z6f  j(V^^..y&^bpncmtid  with 
tW  (irarter^  July  «7«' 1714,  he  refigned  the.^Tieafiirer's  ibff, 
June  10,  1715,.  his  jU>f d^ibip  was  impeached} :ly)r  rthe  Houfe  of 
Cooimons;  and  though* k  is  not  ftrijftly  triie<ftbat  he.wasdif- 
xnijOTe^  without  a.tcial,  i|^  a^^ualiy  was.fc^  IfljeieA,  .the  Commons 
having  declined  appearing  to  mak^  £ood*  thc^k  charge.  His 
Lordfliip*s  Htuatioi^  wasTomewhat  .£nguls(F«:  The  arti(;les  of 
Impeachment  againft  him  were  carried  up  July^,  1715*  when 

'fie  was' committed  to  The  Tower.  .  Qp  AMguft  a«  additioMlaF-. 

tides  were  (ent  up»  on  ^e  3d  of  Sepiembe|-_hjis  Lordihip's  all- 

Xwer  was  delivered ;  and  on  the  19th  tht^  Hottft  oB  Conimons 

:.,   .  H  h  j^mcd 
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\)^ith  yow '  Lordftjip^  tccMife  I  have "  very  long 
fuffered  a  great  deal  of  pain  ia  receding  upon 
a  certain  virulence  with  which  my  zeal  has  here- 
tofore tranfported  me  to  treat  yotir  Lordfiiip's 
pcrlbn  and  charaAer;  I  do  ijrotcft  to  you,  C3c- 
cep6iig  in  the  firlB:  fmart  of  uiy  dtfgraec  'and  cx- 
pulfion  out  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  I  never 
-writ  any  thing  that  ought  to  idifpleafe  you  but 

joisjed  ifiiie  hf  replication.  After  fcveral  mdjoummentty  die 
Paristmettk  te-aifembled .  Jan.  9/>7<5»  and  continued  fittiof 
until  June  2.6«. '1*^169  v^hen  an  cfnd  wat  p»«t  to  tlie  feffion  l>]f  a 
procogacion;  *  Feb.  20,  17 17^  a  new  feffiouiwas  opened.  Mj^ 
2i»  the  Earb  being  Ml' in 'confinement^,  petitioned  the  Honfeof 
Peers  to  take  the  ciwumftanees  of  his^xafe  into  coniideritioOf 

.  **  being  aflured  it  was  not  tUetr  Lordfliips'  intenticm  tfant  his 
.  M  confinement  ihonld  be  indefinitis^"  >  Th^  petition  havtag  been 
teferred  to  a  Committee,  who  made  iheir  report  May  15,  h  wju 
agreed  by  the  Houfei  tliat  the  ^  impeacliMtnt  was  eef  d^grmmd 
**  by  the  proiogaricn/'  The  day  for  tr^  ^artccordiagly  fixed, 
irft  for  June  rs^  and»  at  the  defii^' of  tbfCommons,  deferred  dll 

.  the  a4lh»  o*  ^hich  day^  it  a&ually  coMtnenced,  The  chaige 
was  opened  by.Mr.  H<mpden»  and  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll  began  » 
proceed  to  make  good  the  firft  article  of*  the  impeachmekit ;  btat 
the  Upper  Houfe  having  refotred,  **  that  the  Commfns  HmoM 
^  not  be  admitted  to  proceed^  in  order  to  fnake  goodwir  artidet 
^  for  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanorf,  tiUjudgfl^liFwere  fikft 

'  **  given  on  the  articles  Ibr  high  treafon,"  the  Minagers  for  the 

4  Commons  proceeded  no  further  that  day.-  Several  confefenos 
having  been  held  on  the  fubjea»  without  tffeR^  the  Upper  Hade 

;.piocceded4»|i  die  trial  July  1  ;\and9  after  prodamatioa  Ibratt 
.perfons  concerned  to  take  notice  that  the  £ari  of  Oxford  flood 

:.:0B  his  trial,  thac  they  might  come- forth  lo  make  good  their 

charge,  and  the'Coihmoas  not  appearing,  his  Lordflii^  w» 

l^iottght  to  the  bar,  « acquitted  of  the  articles,  and  all  thii^ 

^  therein  contained  $*'  the  impeachment  was  difmiffed;  and  the 

following  day.  his  LoedAip  re»aflumed  his  feat  in  FirHamrrT 

•  His  Lordifaip  died,  in  the  64th  year  of  his  ajje,  May  as,  i7i4f 

r  :aim  laprsBf  ttn  iwwt  fauricd. 

with 


to    itts    FKIEKD  S. 

With  a  felu£buit  hetrt^  tod .  in  oppofition  to 
much  good-will  and  efieem  for  your  many 
great  and  uncommon  talents.  And  I  take  the 
liberty  to  fay  thus  publicly  to  yourfelf  what  I 
have  often  faid  to  others  on  the  fubjed  of  my 
behaviouf  to  you ;  I  never  bad  any  other  reafon 
to  le^n  my  Lord  of  Oxford  than  that  which 
Brutus  had  to  ftab  Caefar  — the  love  of  my 
country.  Your  Lordfhip  will^  I  hope,  believe^ 
there  cannot  be  a  more  voluntary,  unreftrained 
reparation  made  to  a  man  than  that  I  make  to 
you,  in  begging  yoiar  pardon  thus  publicly  for 
every  thing  I  have,  (ppken  or  written  to  your 
dtfadvantage,  foreign  to  the  argument  and  caufe 
which  I  was  then  labouring  to  fupport.  You 
will  pleafe  to  believe,  that  I  could  not  be  fo  in-* 
fenfible  as  not  to  be  touched  with  the  generofity 
of  part  of  your  condud:  towards  me,  or  have 
omitted  to  acknowledge  it  accordingly,  if  I  had 
not  thought  that  your  very  virtue  was  dan* 
gerous,  and  that  it  was  (as  the  world  then  flood) 
abfolutely  neceflary  to  depreciate  fo  adventurous 
a  geniusj  furrounded  with  fo  much  power  as 
your  Lordihip  then  had.  I  tranfgrefled,  my 
Lord,  againft  you,  when  you  could  make  twelve 
peers  in  a  day ;  I  alk  your  pardon^  when  you 
are  a  private  nobleman;  and^  as  I  told  you 
when  I  refigned  the  Stamp-office  ^,  I  wiihed  you 
all  profperity  coniiftent  with  the  public  good^ 

« 

*  Sec  hit  fonncr  Letterf  p.  371.   Letter CCCCXXm. 

Hb2  fo 
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fc  i$<i«^  I.  €Ongrafaltt&  you  upon  tht  pleafore 
fbvi  inuft  teedi  bftve  in  looking  back  ypoa  the 
true  fortitude  with  whidi  you   hive   psfed 
^through  the  dangers  arifing  from  the  rige  of 
the  people,  aild  the  eovy  of  the  reft  of  the 
world.    If  to  h:ive  rightly  judged  of  men's  paf- 
iibns  and  prejudices,  Vices  and  virtues,  mterefis 
and  thclinations,  and  to  have  waited  with  fkill  and 
courage  for  proper  feafons  and  incidents  to  make 
ttfc  <yf  them  for  a  man's  fafety  and  honour,  can 
adminifter  pleafure  t?o  a  man  of  fc^fe  and  ipirit, 
yotit  Lordfhip  has  abundant  catrfe  of  fatisfac- 
tion.    In  confidencfc  that  you  will  accept  of  my 
^now  and  repentance  for  the  unprovoked  li- 
berties I  have  taken  in  my  former  wHtings,  I 
make  you  my  patron  in  this  prefcnt  difeourfe  * 
oti  the  greateft  occafibn  that  has  perhaps  ever 
happened  in  England.    Your  Lordihip  will  fee 
1  write  in  hafte ;  and  the  neceffity  of  preffipg 
forward  to  be  time  enough  td  be  of  any  ufe, 
will  excuse  the  failures  in  ftyle  and  exprefficm. 
1  ikali  thetefore  ihimediately  fall  into  the  mat- 
ter of  the  billi  tirhich,  I  fear,  may  change  this 
free  ftate  into  the  worft  of  all  tyrannies,  that  of 
an  ariftocracy;    I  Ihall  fupport  my  reafons  for 
that  terror  by  running  through' the  fevcral  parts 
of  it,  and  making  it  appear,  that  this  h  more 
likely  than  any  other  confequence  that  can  be 

^  His  oppoficion  to  the  Peerage  Bill.     It  was  during  this  op. 
pofuion  to  the  Court  that  his  licence  for  a£ling  plays  was  ir- 
.  vt^ked,  and  his  patent  rendered  in efFt final,  at  the  ioftaocc  of  cb« 
X^ord  Chamberlain.    See  the  next  Letter. 

Xuppofed 
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iuppofed  will  iiCteiKl  f^ch  aluw.ts  this  woul^ 
be.  The  who}^  tenor  of  k  is  very  unfqr.tiin^ljr 
put  togeither^  if  any  thiag  but  an  addition^, 
power  to  ch^  Peers  is  intended  by  it.  R.  St£«m^ 


LETTER     CCCCLIV  ♦. 
\  To  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

My  xpoft  honoured  Lord  and  Patron, 
Villars-ftreet,  York-buildings,  Jan.  15,  1719-20. 

IF  your  Grace  believes  that  it  is  as  great  tp 
undo  as  to  make  a  man^  I  am  the  unhappy 
inflrument  in  both  kinds ;  and,  if  it  is  a  gratifi- 
cation to  you,  J  have  fome  confolation  in  the 
wretched  diftindion  of  being  the  only  man  the 
Duke  of  Newcaftle  ever  injured.  My  high  ob- 
ligations  to  you  temper  my  fpirit;  and,  after 
fame  tumult  of  foul,  and  agony  of  the  worft 
paffiohs  in  it,  I  behold  you  in  the  pleafing  light 
you  have  heretofore  appeared  tp  me  f*  I  make 
you  allowance  fpr  the  difadvantage  of  youth 

*  Criginally  printed  in  tfa^  ei^lith  numbct  of  ^'  The  ThcMTei'* 
with.tbit  introdiuStion  :•— ''  Sir,  Y,9Wr.  laft  Paper  haying  de(cen4* 
**  ed^o.^  QjGb  o£  particular  inen^  who  arc  concerned  in  th« 
**  theatreV  Iliope  you  will  allow  me  the  adtantaze  of  being  re* 
**  prefented-tothe  to«ni  by  y^tii^iiiQiliSy  and  or  convtyiog  i^y 
**  tho»g(itf  tol^  nobli|  ptrfof^y  w^o  ,hap.  forbid  Jnr»  without  any 
^\  fault  of  Vfi^p,  ever  to  approaca.him,  either  by  fpeech  or  writ* 
**  ingy  as  long  as  we  five  ;  but  yon  mS  un^erfUnd  me  be«tr  by 
^*  reading  ivhat  I  k^ow  aothfw.^^.  ^o^^^jr  10  hifli,  M^ft  J^vl 
/•  wiU  i4«»&  to  print  it.,"  

t  See  p.  442.    Letter  CCCCXtlV. 

H  h  3  aod 
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md  profperity^  and  my  benefo&or  covers  my 
oppreflbr.  As  this  laft  word  muft  needs  gWe 
offence  to  a  noble  nature^  it  ftands  upon  me  to 
make  out  my  complaint,  and  fliew  all  the  worlds 
for  all  the  world  will  be  curious  in  this  cafe^  as 
obfcure  as  I  am^  for  I  have  ceafed  to  be  fo  fince 
J  have  been  diftinguilhed  by  your  Grace^s  dif- 
pleafure.  The  patent  which  I  iiave  from  his 
Majefty  makes  me  the  fole  Governor  of  a  com* 
pany  of  comedians  for  my  life^  and  that  fran« 
chife  is  to  fubfift  in  thofe  who  claim  under  mc 
three  years  after  my  death ;  there  is  nothing  in 
it,  as  to  the  bellowing  part  from  the  Crown,  but 
what  are  mere  tranfcripts  of  the  patent  given  by 
King  Charles  to  Sir  William  Davenant;  andi 
though  I  might  have  had  it  to  myfelf  as  well  as 
he^  1  made  a  confcience  and  fcruple  of  afldng 
for  my  beirs^  an  office  that  required  a  very  par- 
ticular turn  and  capacity  to  execute.  It  is  not, 
my  Lord,  very  common  in  courts,  for  a  man  to 
aik  lefs,  when  he  knows  he  may  obtain  niore ; 
the  very  night  I  received  it,  I  participated  the 
power  and  ufe  of  it,  with  relation  to  the  profits 
that  ihould  arife  from  it,  between  the  gentle- 
'  men  who  invited  me  into  the  licence  upon  his 
Majefty's  happy  acceffion  to  the  throne;  and  it 
has  flouriflied  in  all  n^anner  of  refpeds  to  a  de- 
gree unknown  in  any  former  time.  When  your 
Grace  came  to  be  Chamberlain,  from  a  gene- 
rous defign  of  making  every  office  ai^d  authority 

the 
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tke  bmer  for  ywxi  wearing^^  yopr  Grace  was  ip^ 
inced  to  ^d  £Mr  me,  aiid  the  oth^r  flitrers^  and 
in  an  abfolute ^9n99¥  <^Sered  us.a  lipence^  ^and 
4«ipanded.a7^figQafe|on  pf  the  f  a^en^^  which  I 
pwfumed  ap  f|bfoljj5^y  to  ff j^^  rcfufal 

I  inade  in  w^tiqgt  j  ^nd  j  petitioiied  the  Kvag  for 
his.prQtcaijpivW  tljc.gr^t  which. ;^e  had  giyen 
me.  This  mftCter  rcfie^'.thujsi  for  ipanjr  months ; 
fnd  the  next  m[oleftati^Q:W^^rgceived^was.by  an 
order,  iigncd  by  your  Grace,  to  difmifs  Mr* 
Cibber.  The  aftors  obeyed ;:  but  I  prqfumed 
to  write  to  ypui;  Grace  againft  it»  and  expre^ed 
my  forrow  that  you  would  give  me  no  better 
occafion  of  il^ewiiigr  my  duty  but  by  bearing 
oppreifioQ  from^  you.  This  freedom  produced 
9,  mdlage  l^y  your  kinfman  and  fecretary,  whom 
I  treated  wi^  .as.  nuich  deference  and  refpeA  as 
any  man.  living  could  do  the  Duke  of  New* 
c^e  coming  from  the  King*.  This  meflage 
was,  in  your  G^race*s  name^,  to  forbid  me  ever 
to  write,  (peak,,  or  vifit.you  more.  The  gentle- 
man, I  .dare  (ay,  has  told  you,  that  I  anfwered 
him. almoft  in  thefe  very  words ;■  , 

*^  Sir,  J  bqg  of  you  to  take  notice  of  my 
.**  maimer,  my  voice,  and  my  gieiture,  when  I 
^^  anfwer  tq  this  feyere  meflage;  and  let  the 
'^Duke  of  Newcaftle  know,  that  with  the  moljt 
:'^  profound  fubmiffion ,  and ,  humility  I  received 
it,  and  protefted  to  you,  that  I  could  have  no 
meflage  from  any  family,  except  the  Royal 

Hh4  **bnc, 
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^«n«y  tBat  xx>vAd  gfve  fnehiiKF [this  mortifios* 
^thnJ  If^ahaVe-not  fall^r  iilfib^plHrares  tiit^ 
^  fjpealt  me  tmfy'  hrn^M  UtA  -htimhltf  ^ift 
^ahyiyou  yiMsHMF  can  tMfife-^^^vWch  aie 
^  more  fd/and  yotrwiH  tfeeniJcfe  esprds  aif 
f*  roeamtog/  •  ,!A*'  the'  fame  tiagfe-ydtf  may  vttry 
^*  truly  fay,  <hat  if  any  other'  man-were  Qitiiii* 
^^  berlkih^  imd  ffiouftt  fend'-fliefuch  a  mefiage, 
"  ray  reply^ftould'bea*  hattghty  as^lt  h  now 

He  left  me  with' a^  farther  declaration,  that  my 
patent  iftiould  be  profecuted  according  to  kw.  I 
ref(ed  as  well  Satisfied  as  one  who  had  loft  fo 
powerful  a  friend  could,  from  st  fecurity  in  a 
flill  greater  power,  that  of  the  laws  of  the  land ; 
but  I  was  foon  after  awakened  Out  df  this  flum- 
ber,  which  was  far  from  being  an  -eafy  one,  bf 
hearing  that  your  Grace  had  feoffor  Mr.  Booth, 
and  threatened  a  figned  nianuial],  which  muft  ne^ 
ceffarily  difable  me,  as  to  my  defence,  before 
you  would  proceed  againft  me^ccordftig  to  laW: 
I  did  your  Grace  the  juftice  to  thiAk  it  Srkpoffi- 
ble  for  you  to  be  prevailed'  lippn  to  do  that.  I 
jiflure  your  Qraci?,'  the  great  n^rtfe  orfthe  top  erf 
the  Paper  did  hot  give  me  more  terror  than  the 
pame  at  the  bottom  did  forrow.  The  Minifter 
who  fubfcribe?,  ii  anfwerable  for  what  the  King 
writes.'  Our  law$  riiake  our  Prmce  author  of 
pothin^  but  fatour  to  his  fubjcftsl  My  patent 
fahnpt  be  Jiurt,  Except  4t  can  Be  proved  it  wa$ 

obtained 
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^ilfy,  1  «m  to 'believe  thM  ord€r,  for  it  doefe,  by 
an  artifickl  nfcthod  iil  its  eifeft,  ;<]eftroy  by  his 
fig^dd  itianukli  what  is  gra^d  by  bis  great 
ieaf,  wb'ieh  had  htm  impoffible  to  be  brought 
about,  bad  th^  matter  been  fairly  reprefented. 
All  ]  could- do,  was  to  reprefent  it  by  petition, 
which  I  delivered  ift  your  Grace's  prcfcnceon 
Friday  night,  the  prayer  of  which  was  :  ^*  Votre 
*^  fuppliant  done  pric  trds  humblemfent  vAtr^ 
*^  Majcfte,  qii^l  ne  re9oive  aucune  moleftation, 
<^  que  par  la  loyfe' *n  jufte  forme  de  prdcdi  ;•* 
yoUr  petitioner  therefore  hioft  humbly  prays,  he 
may  not  be  any  way  mdl^fted  but  by  due  cour& 
of  law.  I  know  not  by  what  accident  it  hap- 
pened that  my  petition  was  nevfer  read,  but  the 
next  news  I  heard  was  the  order  of  revocation. 
But  1  muft  take  the  liberty  to  fay,  that  his  Ma- 
^^"^  mvA  jgrant  the  ruffians,  mentfi^ned  in  the 
laft  proclamation,  which  is  denied-  unhappy  me^ 
a  tml  by  due  c^urife  of  *law«  The  4re vocation 
came  on  the  Saturday  ;  youF' Grace  was  fo  good 
9S  hot  to  break:  the  Sabb&th  upob  )&e ;  but  the 
fufficient  evil' of*  this  day,  beitig  Mopdiay,  ii-an 
order  of  filence.  Your  Grace  ^ili  pleafe  to  read 
them  both  Over^%gai»i,  which  ace*  to  thi&  efied  r 
•^^  Whereas  by  bur  Hoyal  Liretace,  bearing 
^*  datd  the  t^th  day  of  Oftobct,;  1714,  .We  did 
^  give  and  grant  <u(ltd  Richard' SteeU,  Efq.  how 
f <  Sir  Richard  Steete,  Knt.  Mr«  fjMA  WUI», 
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^  llnCoUey  Cibber, McThoi^ai P^gg^ «id 
<^  Mr.  Barton  Boaib^,  fall  poww^  Jicettce,  ai^ 
<<  authority,  ty>  .^rnrm,  ccHii^tcutej  and  €ftab4i)0i;  a 
*5  Coa^>any  of  Comedians.  And  haying  re« 
^  ceived  informatioa  of  great  mifliehaviaurs 
'^  committed  by  our  Company  of  Come^ans 
^  now  ading  at  the  Theatre  in  Drury  Lane. 
^*  Therefore,  for  reformuig  the  Comedians^  and 
**  for  eft^bliihing  the  jufi  and  ancient  authority 
<^  of  .the  Officers  of  our  Houflipldy  and  more  ef« 
^  pecially  of  our  Chaoiberlam,  We  ba^e 
*'  thought  fit  to  revoke  the  abovementioned 
^  Licence.  And  we  do  further  (as  much  as  in 
<^  us  lies,  and  as  by  law  we  may,)  revoke  and 
^<  make  void  all  oiher  licences,  powers,  and  au* 
^^  thorities  whatfoeyer,  and  at  any  time  hereto* 
'*  fore  given  by  us  to  the  &id  Sir  Richard 
«  Steele,  Robert  Wilks,  CoU^y  Qbber,  Tho- 
<<  mas  Dogget,  and  Barton  Booth,  or  to  auy  of 
*rthem  fevfJrally*" 

In  purfuance  of  this,  your  Grace  proceeds  thus : 
.  ^^  Whereas  hi^  Majefty  has  thought  fit,  by  his 
^f  Letters  of  Revocation,  bearing  date  the  a^d 
<<day  of  January,  1719,  (for  divers  weig^iQf 
5^  reafons  therein  contained)  V>  rf^oke  his  Royal 
^  Licence :  For  the  effediual  prevention  of  any 
f^  future  mifbehaviour,  in  obedience  to  his  Ma- 
i^^jefty's  commands  I 'do,  by.  virtop  of  my  o& 
i^  fice  of .  Chamberlain  of  his  Majefty's  Hoitf* 
.^.  hold,  Jieceby  diTcharga  yoyt  thjp  X^id  Managers 

*«and 
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^  and  GoiBediaitt  <at  tlie  fai4  Theatrb  iii  Drarf 
in  Cpveot  Oarden  from  fiutber  ading. 
under  my  kand  and  feal  this  25th  day 
^*  of  January,  171 9.  ' 

''T4»the  Gentlemto  managing  the  Cbrnpasy 
.  ^*  of  C6mttdiafis  «:  the  Theatre  ur  iWy 
'  -  «  Lane  inf  Convent  Garden,  and  to  all  the 
<^  Comf^edians  and  Adors  there." 

It  is  obfervable,  that  though  his  Majt jly  todc 
great  care  to  exprefs  himfelf  according  to  i»s 
gracious  inclination,  with  much  referve  and 
care  that  nothing  but  the  law  ihould  hurt  his 
poor  ful^eft,  in  the  words  ''  as  much  as  in  us 
^*  lies,  and  as  by  law  we  may/'  your  Grace  has 
been  prevailed  upon  to  fupply  the  defedive 
bardihip.  I  fiiaU  not  fay  more,  or  make  (Ironger 
obfervattons  upon  what  you  have  figned;  tor 
my  love  to  you  will  not  let  me  call  ithis  an  aft 
of  yours,  as  my  duty  to  my  Prince  will  not  let 
me  call  it  an  aft  of  his.  I  wiih  your  Ghrace  had 
Ifeen  as  careful  as  he  in  lesiving  me  to  the  law. 
-But  if  you  will  allow  me  to  a(k  you  one  favour^ 
before  you 'have  quite  broke  my  heart  and  fpirit^ 
gite*  me  but  the  name  of  your  advifer,  that  is  to 
fay,  your  lawyer,  on  this*occa(ion;  aiid  you  ihall 
fee  th^t  it  is  not  for  want  of  ikill  in  life,  that  I 
am  fubjefted  to  all  the  pains  and  puniihiE^nts 
co^  which  thofe  wicked  ones  are  expofed  who 
are  defcribed  by  the  monofy liable  "  Poor.** 
When.  I  know  who  has:  made  your  Grace  thus 

injure 
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BQur^^the  b^  mafior  abdfiMift/fcrvattt : tbir 
t!9CT  mambad^  l:mB  iieteklikit  the  dtfEarcoce 
l^tweti)  law  aod  jufttce«;/)faii  Ihali  foon  ueddr- 
Hand,  that  he  who  advifes^.^io^f  toiekjtfe  the 

agent:  o£  Hell ;.  fuch  /»  m^Hlkt.  f<»  a  lajger  fee, 
vould  tend  a  dai^k-lantbora  'to  a^oipiderer, 
which  would  be  but  the  fjiaieriQiq^u^y  praiftifed 
in  a  higher  degree,  that  would  be.moce  cruel^ 
but  not  more  unjuft.  Wlaen  I  am  fure  who  he 
is,  I  ihall  with- juftice  ufe  him,  ,as  he  does 
with  iivjuftice  ufe  me ;  I  ihall  fo  far  imkate 
him  as  to  be  within  the  law,  when  lam  en* 
deavouriog  to  ftarve  him*  I  hope  be  is  poor, 
by  felling  poifon  to  get  himfelf  food  ^.  But 
I  fear  I  grow  tranfported  beyond  the  refped 
^at  is  duerto  your^nraoe'sptafrace^  and  pro* 
f efi  to  you,. .  in  the  moft  folemn  manner^  that^ 
Tather  tihan  never  to  be  well  with  you  more^ 
were  mySfelf  and  family  only  concercied  in  it^  I 
would  this*  moment  refign  my  patent  for  any 
onployment.of  Itk  prQ&  that  you  would;  pro- 
cftre  me;  but  my  dbligatioos  to  your  .Grace 
wiU  Jiot  difiiiargei  tbofe  iKbich  I  aoii  wdef  to 
the  ceft  of  the  wcnrld.  i  would  optb^ft  any 
^an  now  in  India  for  the  favour  of  the  greaici^ 

♦  This  'lawyer  was  Sir  Thomas  Pcngelly,  lome  time  Aief 
Baron  of  the  Exchequer  Qouit^  -^hoft  name  h(  ilX€&9  dw*  s 
^Mi  is  the  WeUiiword  for,  hea^^  Xi¥ii^  th^  Dntcfi  ytprd  for  mo- 
Bcy^  whirhy^with  the  Eijgliih  wort)  Zjr,  exprefs  one  who  turns 
liis  head  to  Jyc  for  money;    **'Tht  Tfaeaire/*  IKT^  lX.4Ukd  XI. 

man 
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jtiaa  m  Eoglandy  dr  fgivQfUp  a  ^dlK>^fceiper.  of 
tb^-  |>l9^«hDufe'tb  makedEnyfdf i^^ifa^mftct  i^our 


f  Tht$  ajylicatioa  prpy^og  ineffectual*  Stpek  publlfhed  fboa 
after  «*  Tjie  State  of  the  Cafe  between  the  Lora  Chamberlain  of 
«*  his  Majifty's  HouflioW,'  antf  theOoverhor  6f  (he  Rdiyal  Cow- 
^  pftnjr.  qf  Gomediatis^r  WUh .  <the  9pipii9ns  of  P|einbcrc<m* 
<*  Northey^  and  Parker,  concerning  the  Tl^^afre."  In  this 
pamphlet  he  flates  the  account  of  his  lofs  by  this  proceeding,  as 
foliows  : 

'  Six  faniidred  poundjs  a  yeaf.  fqr  life,  m^dentteij  .  £.  j.  d* 

valued,  amounts  to  —  -^  ,     .  ,  ,   6poo  c  o 

Three  yeat-s  after  my  life  —  '        iSoo  o  o 

My-fliare  im  theicanes,  iiock,v&c;    *     4  «m    "       vooo  «  o 

The  profit  of  a£ti|ig.  my  ovf^  plays  aireadj  wntteo.. 

or  which  I  may  write  -r-  —  1000  o  o 


.    »  Mil  I     >tj 
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«>  Total  t  £,  9800  o  o 
He  then  declares  he  never  ^id  one  a6l  to  provoke  this  attempt, 
nor»  fays  he,'do<es  the  Ohamberlain  pretend  to  aflign  any  direft 
reafon  of  forfeiture,  hut  -.'^^SffAX^^  wittingly  declares  he  wilt 
ruin  Steele ;  **  which,  in  a  man  in  his  circumftances  againft  one 
**  in  mine^  is  as  great  as  the  hUmour  of  Malagene,  ita  the  co-> 
**  medy,  who  valued  himfelf  ^pon  his  a£bivity  in  tripping  up 
**  cripples.  All  this  is  done  againft  a  man  to  whom  Whig. 
*^Tovff  JRoman  Catholic,  Difieii^r,  -  Narivtf ,  ^oceignery  owe 
^*  zeal  and  good-will  for  good  o^fHces  endeavoured  tpwards  every 
**  ojie  of  their  civil'rights,  and  tlieir  kind  vviihes  for  him  are  but 
'<  a  juit:  return.  But  what  ought  to  weigh  mod  with-hi^  Lord- 
'<  fhip  the  Chamberlain*  is  my  zeal  for  his  mader  ;  of  whi(^h  I 
**  fliall  at  preftnt  fay  no  more  than  that  his  Lbrdlhipknd  many 
'<  others  may  perhapa  ha»:e  dQne  ^ore  ^or  the  Houfe  of  Hano« 
^*  ver  than  I  have;  but^I  am  the  only  man  in  his  MajeAy's  do- 
*'  minions  who  did  all  he  could.''  ^tate  of  the  Cafe,  See,  p*  3e« 
It  is  obferirablc  that  t>ut  A uthot's^  friend,  Mr.  Walpole,^  was  at 
this  time  in  disfavour  at  Court,  having  religned  his  pod  of  Firft 
Commiflioner  of  thfeTreafury  on  the  icth  of  April,  1717^  and 
was  not  replaced  till  April  2,  1721,  pre(en&ly  after,  which,  yiz. 
on  tke  t8th  of  May  foilcfvmg.  Sir'  Kicfaacd  was  alfo.  ffiftored  to 
his  0£ce  of  ComptroUa:  bf  the  Xheatre. 

-        2  you. 
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you^  I  do'  not  covfign  to  diftMs  tnd  poTcref 
above  fixty.families^  vriio.alLlbre  eotnfmtably, 
many  of  them  pleniili:dly,  unider  my  prcfeat 
jurifdi£tion.  When  I  refign  them,  they  may  be 
governed  by  your  Grace^s  fuccieflbr  in  your  of- 
fice as  they  have  been  by  yau^predecclSMr*,  ac- 
cording to  humour  and  capri^,  and  not  rea- 
ion  and  juftice.  In  their  dejfenro>^and  my  owq 
I  deny  all  allegations  of  voluntary  liegleO:  im- 
puted to  me  or  them,  or  undue  detaands  mzdc 
upon  the  fubjed  by  me  or  them;  and  fball 
always,  with  fafety  to  my  honour,  and  duty  to 
the  reft  of  the  world,  a^d  no  other  referve,  be, 
my  Lord,  your  Grace's  moi^  obliged,  moft  de« 
voted,  and  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Richard  Steele. 


Mi 


LETTER    CCCCLV. 

To   Mr.  CoNCREVE. 

Occafioned  by  Mr.  Tickell's  Prefiwre  to  the  Four 
Volumes  of  Mr.  ApntsoN^s  Works  t* 

Sir,  [i7m]» 

THIS  is  the  fecond  time;^  that  I  have,  with* 
out  your  leave,  taken  the  liberty  to  make 
a  public  addrefs  to  you*  However  uneafy  you 
may  be  for  your  awn  faie  in  receiving  compli« 

*  The  Duke  of  Bolton  was  the  predeceftbri  the  Duke  o£ 
Grafton  the  fucceflbr. 
t  See,  in  p.  448,  Steele's  Origmal  Pidace  to  the  DnUBOMr. 
t  See  the  trfL  Letter  in  p.  401.    Letter  CCCCXXXL 

3  ments 
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•  ... 

misilts  df  this  nature^  I  depend  upon  your  known 
humanity  for  pardon^  ^en  I  acknowledge^  thact 
you  have  thh  ^refent  trouble  for  mine.  When 
I  take  myfelf  to  be  ill  treated  with  regard  to  mv 
behaviour  to  the  merit  of  other  mtti,  my  conduo: 
towards  you  is  an  argument  of  my  candour  that 
way,  as  well  as  that  your  name  and  authority 
will  be  my  proteftion  in  it.  You  will  give  me 
leave,  therefore,  in  a  matter  that  concerns  us  in 
the  poetical  world,  to  make  you  my  judge, 
whether  I  am  not  injured  in  tht  higheft  man* 
ner  J  for,  with  men  of  your  tafte  and  deicacy, 
it  is  a  high  crime  and  mifdemeanor  to  be  guilty 
of  any  thing  that  is  difingenuous :  but  I  will  go 

into  the  matter. 

•  •  • 

Upon  my  return  out  of  Scotland,  I  vifitcd 
Mr.  Tonfon's  ihop,  and  thanked  him  for  his 
care  in  fending  to  my  houfe  the  volumes  of  my 
dear  and  honoured  friend  Mr.  Addifon,  which 
are  at  laft  publiihed  by  his  fecrecary  Mr. 
Tickell;  but  took  occafionto  obferve,  **  that  I 
•^  had  not  feen  the  work  before  it  came  out  ;'* 
ivhich  he  did  not  think  fit  to  excufe  any  other- 
wife  than  by  a  recrimination,  "  that  I  had  put 
^<  into  his  hands  at  an  high  price,  a  comedy 
^  called  *  The  Drummer ;'  which,  by  my  zeal 
^'  for  it,  he  took  to  be  written  by  Mr.  Addifon, 
^*  of  which,  after  his  death,  he  faid,  I  diredly 
f '  acknowledged  he  was  the  author/'    To  urge 

this 


• 
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.this  bardlbip  ftiU  more  ^hgi^Q,  ^hp  produced  a 
Receipt  under  my  hand,  in  tKeie  words: 

.    "Mar.cfb.ii,,  1715,  [ 

Received  then  the  fum  of  fifty  guineas,  fqlr 

the  copy  of  the  Comedy  called  *  The  Dnim- 

mer,  or.  The  Haunted  Houfe  i\  I  fay,  receiyefl 

**  by  order  of  thp  Author  of  the  faiid  Comedy, 

,"  Richard  Steele/', 
And  added>  at  the  fame  tiipe,  that  fipcc  Mr. 
Tickell  had  not  thought  fit  to  make  that  play 
a  part  of  Mr.  Addifor\*s  Works^  he  would  fell 
the  copy  to  any  .bookfeller  that  would  give 
moft  for  it.    ,, 

Thi^  is  reprefented  thus  circumftantially  to 
fliew  how  incumbent  it  is  upon  m^,.  as  well  in 
juftice-  to  the  bookfeller,  ^  as  for  many  (Att 
qonfiderations,  to  produce  this  Comedy  a  fc- 
cond-  timei  and  talce  this  occafion  to  vincficatc 
myfelf  againft  certain  infinuations  thrown  out 
by  the  publilKer  of  Mr.  Addifon's  writings 
concerning  ray  behaviour  in  the  niceft  circum- 

ftance,  that  of  doir^  jufticc  to  the  merit  of  W 
friend. 

I  fball  take., the  liberty,  before  I  have  ended 
this  ktter,  to  fay  Wjhy  I  believe  "The Brummey* 
a  performance  of  Mr,  Addifon;  and,  after  de- 
claring this  J  any  furviving  writer  may  be  at  eafci 
if  there  be  any  one  who  has  hitherto  been  vain 
enough  to-  hope,  or  filly  enough  to  fear,  it  Wj 

be  given  to  himfelf. 

Before 
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^  Brfore;!  go  any  -fartJ;icji.I^pv«ft-make  my 
public  appeal  to  you  an^  ^ilj  tlp^e  learned  vyorW^ 
and  humbly  demand  wh^then.itrwas  a,  decent  or 
reafonable  thing  that  works  written  (as  a  great 
part  of  Mr.  ^ddifon's  were.)  in  correfpondence 
with  me,  ought  to  have  been  publiflied  without 
my  review  of  the  catalogue  ipf.^thepi?  or^,  \i 
there  were  any  exception  to  be  m^d?  p^^inft  anjij 
circumftance  in  my  conduct,  whether  an  oppor-: 
tunity  to.  explaia  myfelf  Ihould;  .09^  have  been 
allo^ye^  me,  before  ^aqy  ije^ej^QPS  wi^re.  m^c^Q 
upon  me  in  print*?,  .         -^. 

When  I  peruifed  Mr.  T^ickeirs  Preface,  X  had 
foon  many  objedlions,  befides'His  oiniffiph  tofa^ 
any  thing  of  '^'The  Drummer/*  againft  his 
long'-expefted  performance,  '  The -chief  jnt?n* 
tion  of  which,  and  whiol)  it,  concerns  me  firft.tq 
examine,  feems  to, aim  at'doing  the  deceafed 
author  jullice  againft  me,  whom  he  jinfinuates 
to  have  aflumed  to  myfelf  part  of  the  merit  qf 
my  friend.  , 

He  is  pleafed,  Sir,  tp  expr^fs  himfelif  conccrnr 
ing  the  prefent  writer  in  the  following 'manner  : 
f^  The  Comedy  called  ^  The  Tender  Hufband.* 
*^  appeared  much  about  the  fame  time,  to  which 
"  Mr.  Addifon  wrote  the  prologue.  Sir  Richard 
^^  Steele  furprifed  him  with  a  very  handfome 
**  dedication  of  this  play,  and  has  fince  acquaint- 
^*  ed  the  publick  that  he  owed  fome  of  the 
•*  mod  taking  fcenes  of  it  to  Mr.  Addifon*.'* 

*  Mr.  Tickell's  Preface,  p.  ii. 

li  "He 
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'*He  was  in  that  kingdom  [Ireland]  when  he 
^*  firit  difcovered  Sir  Richard  Steele  to  be  the 
*'  author  of  ^  The  Tatler^'  by  an  obfcrvatioa 
•*  upon  Virgil,  which  had  been  by  him  commur 
^*  nicatcd  to  his  friend  *.  The  affiftance  he  oc- 
*'  cafionally  ^ave  him  afterwards,  in  the  coprfe 
**  of  his  paper,  did  not  a  little  contribute  to  ad- 
*^  vance  Its  reputatipn ;  and,  upoji  the  change 
**  of  the  Miniftry,  he  found  lelfure  to  engage 
f' more  conftantly  in  that  v^ork,  which,  how* 
^^  ever,  was  dropped  at  laft,  as  it  had  been 
V  taken  up,  without  his  participation. 

In  the  laft  paper^  which  clofed  thofe  cele^ 
brated  perfprmances,  and  in  thp  preface  tp 
the  laft  volumci  Sir  Richard  Steele  has  given 
to  Mr.  Addifon  the  honour  of  the  moft  ap- 
plauded  pieces  in  tha(  coUed^oQ.  But  a$ 
'*  that  acknpwledgmept  w?is  delivered  only  in 
general  terms,  without  direfting  the  publick 
to  the  feverai  papers,  Mr.  Addifon,  who  was 
content  with  the  praife  arifing  from  his  own 
•*  works,  and  top  delicate  to  take  any  part  of 
that  which  belonged  to  others,  afterwards 
thought  fit  to  diftinguiih  his  jyritings  in  the 
"  Spedators  and  Guardians  by  fuph  marJsis  as 
**  might  remove  thp  leaft  ppflibility  of  miftake 
**  in  the  moft  undifcerning  readers.  It  was  ne« 
^^  ceflary  that  his  <hare  in  the  Tatlers  fhould  be 

™  —  •        ■  •  •  .  •       . 

*  Tliis  has  been  generally  fuppofed  to  allude  to  TaT-  ifP  4. 

See  new  edit,  with  notes,  vol.  I.  p.  it,  note, 
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*^  adjuftcd  in  a  complete  colledtlon  of  his 
**  Works ;  for  which  reafon  Sir  Richard  Stqele, 
**  in  compliance  with  the  requcft  of  his  de- 
*^  ceafed  friend,  delivered  to  hicij  by  the  Editor, 
^^  was  pleafed  to  mark  with  his  own  hand  thofe 
**  Tatlers  which  are  inferted  in  this  edition, 
*^  and  even  to  point  out  feveral  in  the  writing 
*^  of  which  they  were  both  concerned  *•" 

"  The  plan  of  *  The  Spedator,*  as  far  as  it 
^^  regards  the  f  igned  perfon  of  the  author,  and 
**  of  the  feveral  charafters  that  compofe  his 
^*  dub,   was    projefted    in    concert  with    Sir 
'*  Richard  Steele;  and  becaufe  many  pafiages, 
•*  in  the  courfe  of  the  work,  would  othcrwife  be 
'*  obfcurc^  I  have  taken  leave  to  infert  one  fingle 
•^  paper,  written  by  Sir  Richard  Steele,  wherc- 
'*  in  thofe  char&^ters  are  drawn,  which   may* 
**  ferve  as  a  Dramatis  Perfona,  or  as  fo  many 
•*  pidures  for  an  ornament  and  explication  of 
*•  the  whole.    As  for  the  diftinft  papers,  they 
^*  were  never  or  feldom  (hewn  to  each  other  by 
•^  their  refpedive  authors,  who  fully  anfwered 
'^  the  promife  they  had  made,   and  far  out- 
'^  went  the  expfdtaticm  they  had  raifed  of  pur^ 
*'  fuing  their  labour  in  the  fame  fpirit  and 
*'.  ftrength  with  which  it  was  begun  -f." 

It  need  not  be  e^rplaincd,  that  it  is  here  in- 
timated that  I  had  not  fufficiently  ackpow* 
Ifd^ed  what  was  due  to  Mr.  Addifon  in  thefe 

•  Mr,  Ti^keU'8  Preface,  p.  12.  f  Ibi4.  p.  13.    , 

1  i  ^  writings. 
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writings,  I  fliall  make  a  full  anfwer  ta  what 
feems  intended  by  the  words  "  He  was  too  de- 
***  licate  to  take  any  part  of  that  which  belong- 
*^  ed  to  others/*  if  I  can  recite,  out  of  my  own 
papers,  any  thing  that  may  make  it  appear 
groundlefs. 

'  The  fubfeqjuent  encomiums  beftowed  by  me 
pn  Mr.  Addifon  will,  1  hope,  be  of  fervice  to 
me  in  this  particular. 

.  -^  But  1  have  only  one  gentleman,  zpho^  will 
*^  be  namlefs^  to  thank  for ,  anjf  frequent  affift- 
*' apce  t6  iM  :. which,  indeed,,  it  would,  have 
*^  been  barbarous  in  him  to  have  denied  to  one 
^^with  whom  he.  has  lived  in  an.  iptimftcy  from 
**  childhood,  confidering.  the*  gfeaft  eaie  with 
*^  which  he  is  able  to  difpatch  the  .moft  enter- 
*J  taining  pieces  of,  this  nature.  This  good 
*'  office  he  performed  with  fuch  force  of  ge- 
^^'  nius,  hunxour^  wit,  and  leari>ing^  that  I  fared 
^^  lil^e  a  diftrefied  prjnpe  who  calls  in  a  power- 
^^  ful  neighbpur  to,  his  aid.  I  was  undone  by 
^^  my  auxiliary.  When  I  had  once  called  him  in, 
f^  I  could  not  fubfirt  without  dependence  on  him. 
^\  l.he  fame  hand  .writ  the  diftirxgullhing  cha* 
f'  rafters  of  men  and  women,  under  the  names 
^^  of  Mujical  Injlruments^  the  Dijlrefs  of  the 
^^  Ncjus-writerSj  the  Inventory  of  the  Play-houfe^ 
f^  and  the  Defcrip^ion  of  the  Thermometer,  which 
*^  I  cannot  but  look  upon  as  the  greateft  em- 
f f  l^ellifliments  of  this  work  *.'* 

*  preface  to  the  fourth'  volume  of  the  Tatlers. 

"As 


cr 
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'*  As  to  the  work  itfelf,  the  acceptance  it  h^s 
f,  met  with  is  the  beft  proof  of  its  valye  :  bT;it 
J  (hould  err  againft  that  candour  which  an  ho- 
^' neft  man  fliovird  always  carry  about  him,  if  J 
'**  did  hot  own,  that  the  mofl  approved  pieces 
*'  in  it  were  written  by  others,  and  thofe,  which 
^'  have  been  mofl:  excepted  againfl:,  by  myfelf: 
"  The  hand  that  has  aflifted  me  in  thofe  noble 
*^difcourfes  upon  the  immortality  of  the  fou), 
"  the  glorious  profpedts  of  another  life,  and  the 
*'  molt  fublime  ideas  of  religion  and  virtue,  is  ,a 
'^  perfon  who  is  too  fondly  my  friend  ever  to 
^*  own  them :  but  I  Ihould  little  deferve  to  be 
"  his  if  I  ufurped  the  glory  of  them.  I  mufl: 
**  acknowledge,  at  the  fame  time,  that  I  think 
"  the  fineft  ftrokes  of  wit  and  humour  in  all 
*'  Mr.  BickerftafF's  Lucubrations  are  thofe  for 
"  which  he  is  alfo  beholden  to  him  *." 

*^  I  hope  the  apology  I  have  made  as  to  the 
*/  licence  allowable  to  a  feigned  character,  may 
"  pxcufe  any  thing  that  has  been  faid  in  thefe 
*'  Difcourfes  .of  the  Spedtator  and  his  works. 
•'  But  the  imputation  of  the  groflefl:  vanity 
,^f  would  flill  dwell  upon  me  if  I  did  not  give 
^^'  fome  account  by  what  means  I  was  enabled  to 
'«  keep  up  the  Ipirit  of  fo  long  and  approved  a 
*^  performance.  All  the  papers  marked  with  a 
'^  C  L,  iy  or  0,  that  is  to  fay,  all  the  papers 
**  ^jubich  I  have  dijiinguijhed  by  any  letter  in  the 

*    Tatler,  N^  271.      . 

I  i  3  **  name 
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"  name  of  the  Mufc  CLJD*,  were  given  me  by  the 
*^  gentleman  of  whofe  aififtance  I  formerly  boaft- 
*^  ed  in  the  preface  and  concluding  leaf  of  *The 
**  Tatler.*  I  am  indeed  much  more  proud  of 
^'  his  long-continued  friendihip  than  I  ihould  be 
^^  of  the  fame  of  being  thought  the  author  of 
^*  any  writings  which  he  himfelf  is  capable  of 
**.  producing.  I  remember,  when  1  finiihed 
"  '  The  Tender  Hulband/  I  told  him  there  was 
*'  nothing  I  fo  ardently  wilhed  as  that  we 
"  might,  fome  time  or  other,  publilh  a  work, 
*'  written  by  us  both,  which  Ihould  bear  the 
*'  name  of  *  The  Monument/  b  memory  of  our 
**  friendihip.  I  heartily  wifli  what  I  have  done 
*^  here  were  as  honorary  to  that  facred  name  as 
*'  learning,  wit,  and  humanity  render  thofe  pieces 
which  I  have  taught  the  reader  how  to  diftin* 
guifli  for  his.  When  the  play  abovemen- 
^*  tioned  was  laft  afted,  there  were  fo  many  ap- 
^<  plauded  ftrokes  in  it,  which  I  had  from  the 
*^  fame  hand,  that  I  thought  very  meanly  of 
*^  myfelf  that  I  had  ever  publicly  acknowledged 
**  them.  After  I  have  put  other  friends  upon 
^^  importuning  him  to  publiih  dramatic  as  well 
^^  as  other  writings  he  has  by  him,  I  Ihall  end 
*^  what  I  think  I  am  obliged  to  fay  on  this 
•*  head  by  giving  the  reader  this  hint  for  the 

*  It  feems  probable  that  thefe  letters,  which  in  conjundi^ 
make  up  the  name  of  the  Mufe  Clh,  were  originally  ufed  as  Gg* 
natures  by  Addisoh,  to  denote  the  places  where  the  papers 
were  written,  viz.  Ctel/ia,  London,  Iflington^  and  his  Q/ke  as 
Secretary  of  State* 

**  better 
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**  better  judging  df  my  produdions  i  That  the 
^'  bed  coiximent  upon  them  would  be  an  ac* 
*^  count  whcri  the  patron  to  *  The  Tender 
^^  Hufband'  was  in  England  or  abroad  *.*' 

"  My  purpofe,  in  this  application,  is  only  to^ 
*'  fliew  the  eftedtii  I  have  for  you,  and  that  1 
'^  look  «poh  my  intimacy  with  you  as  one  df 
**  the  rtioft  valuable  enjoyments  of  my  life  -(*.•' 

I  am  fure  you  have  tead  my  quotations  with 
ihdignation  againfi  the  little  zeal  which  prompt- 
ed the  Editor,  who,  by  the  way^  has  in  hiiiifelf 
done  nothing  in  applaufe  of  the  works  which  be 
prefaces,  to  the  mean  endeavours  of  adding  to 
Mr.  Addifon,.by  difparaging  a  man  who  h^d, 
for  the  grifttteft  part  of  his  life,  been  his  knov^n 
bofom  friend,  and  ihielded  him  from  all  the  re* 
fentitients  which  many  of  his  own  works  would 
have  brought  upon  him  at  the  time  in  which 
they  were  written.  It  is  really  a  good  ofBce  to 
fociety,  to  expofe  the  indifcretion  of  intermed- 
dlcrs  ill  the  friendihip  and  correfpondence  of 
men,  whofe  fentiments,  paffions,  and  refent- 
ments,  are  too  great  for  their  proportion  of 
foul.  Could  the  Editor's  indifcretion  provoke 
me  even  fo  far  as  within  the  rules  of  ftridkeft 
honour  I  could  gO|  and  I  were  not  reftrained  by 
fiipererogatory  aifedion  to  dear  Mr.  Addiibn,  I 
would  afk  this  unfkilful  creature  what  he  means, 

*  Speaatdr,  N'  555. 

t  Dedicatioii  ^£ort  <<  The  tender  Hofbattd."    See  p.  i^6f 

1  i  4  whea 
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when  hfe  fpcafcsiil  thf  tur  6f  a .  ireproaDb;  ttett 
^^  Tht  T&tter'owa^eiid  down  as  it  was  taken  up, 
iwithoOt  hi*  pariicipationi;  l*t  hkn.fpeak  out 
and  fey;  Jwfey . «'  without  his  knowlfeldlge*'  would 
not  ferve  his  pUrpofe  as  well.  If,  as  he  fays, 
he  reftrains^himfelf  to  Mr.  Addifon's  cbaradter 
as  a  writer,  whik  he  attempts  to  .jeiTfip  me,  he 
exalts  me :  for  he  has  declared  to  all  the  world 
what  I  never  have  fo  explicitly  done,  that  I  am, 
to  all  intents  arid  purpofes,  the  author  of  ^*  The 
Tatler."  Hfe  very  juftly  fays,  the  occafional  af- 
fiftance  Mr.  Addifon  gave  me  in  the  courfe  of 
that  Paper  "  did  not  a  little  contribute  to  ad- 
^*  Vance  its  reputation,  efpecially  when,  upon 
**  the  change  of  the  miniftry,  4)e  fsund  leifure 
**  to  engage  more  conftantly  in  it.'*  It  was  ad- 
vanced indeed;  for  it  was  raifed  to  a  greater 
thing  than  I  intefided  it :  for  the  elegance^  po- 

•  rity,  and  corrednefs,  which  appeared  in  his 
writings,  were  not  fo  much  my  purpofe,  as  in 
any  intelligible  manner  as  I  could  to  railly  all 
thofe  iingularities  of  human  life,  through  the 
different  profeffions  and  charaders  in  it,  which 
obftruft  any  thing  that  was  truly  good  and  great. 
After' this  acknowledgement  you  will  fee,  that 

"  is,  fuch  a  man  as  you  will  fee,  that  I  rejoiced 

•  in  being  excelled,  and  made  thofe  little  talents, 
whatever  they  are  which  I  have,  give  way,  and 
be  fubfervient  to  the  fuperior  qualities  of  a 
friend  whom  i  loved,  an^  whofe  modefty  would 

never 
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^ever  have  admitted  them  to  come  -  into  day- 
light but  under  fuch  a  fhelter.  So  that  all  which 
^the  Editor  has  faid,  either  out  of  defign  or  inca*- 
^acity,  Mr.  Congreve  muft  determine  to 'end  in 
^his,  that  Steele  has  been  fo  candid  and  upright, 
"that  he  owes  nothing  to  Mr.  Addifon  as  a  wri- 
ter ;  but  whether  he  does  or  does  not,  whatever 
'Steele  owes  to  Mr.  Addifon^  the  publick  owes 
^Addifon  to  Steele*  But  the  Editor  has  fuch  a 
fantaftical  and  ignorant  zeal  for  his  patron,  that 
*he  will  hot  allow  his  correfpondents  to  conceal 
anything  of  his,  though  in  obedience  to  his 
"Commands.  What  I  never  did  declare  was  Mr, 
Addifon's,  -I  had  his  diredt  injundtions  to  hide, 
'lagainft  the  natural  warmth  and  paffion  of  my 
^owh  temper  towards  my  friends.  Many  of  the 
'Writings  now  publilhed  as  his,  I  have  been  very 
patiently  traduced  and  calumniated  for,  as  they 
Were  pleafantries  and  oblique  flrokcs  upon  cer- 
tain the  wittieft  men  of  the  age,  who  will  now 
reftoretne  to  their  good-will,  in  proportion  to 
the  abatement  of  wit  which  they  thought  I  em- 
ployed againft  them.  But  I  was  faying, /that 
the  Editor  will  not  allow  us  to  obey  his  patron^s 
compiands  in  any  thing  which  he  thinks  would 
redound  t<t  hiar  credit  if  difcovered.  And  be- 
caufe  -I  would  Ihew  a  little  wit  in  my  anger,  I 
Ihall  have  the  difcrction  to  fliew  you,  that  he 
has  been  guilty  in  this  particular  towards  a  much 
greater  man  than  your  humble  fervant,  and  oae 

whom 
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whom  you  are  much  more  obl^^ed  to 
Mr.  Dryden,  in  his  Virgil,  after  having  ac* 
knowledged,  that  '^  a  certain  excelledt  young 
*^  man*'  had  (hewed  him  many  faults  in  th£ 
tranflacion  of  Virgil,  which  he  had  eefdeavoured 
to  corred,  goes  on  to  fay,  '*  two  other  worthy 
^'  friends  of  mine,  who  defire  to  have  their 
*^  names  concealed,  feeing  mc  ftraitcned  iri  my 
<^  time,  took  pity  on  me,  and  gave  me  the  Life 
•'  of  Virgil,  the  two  Prefaces  to  the  Faftorals  and 
**  the  Georgics,  and  all  the  Arguments  in  profe 
<*  to  the  whole  tranflatron."  If  Mr.  Addifon  is 
one  of  the  two  friends,  and  the  Preface  to  the 
Georgics  be  what  the  Editor  calls  the  Eflay  upon 
the  Georgics,  as  one  may  adventure  to  fay  dxey 
are,  from  their  being  word  for  word  the  fame,  he 
has  caft  an  inhuman  reflexion  upon  Mr.  Dryden, 
who,  though  tied  down  not  to  name  Mr.  Addifpn^ 
pointed  at  him,  fo  as  all  mankind  converfant  in 
tbefe  matters  knew  him,  with  an  eloginm  equal 
to  the  higheft  merit,  confidering  who  it  was 
that  b^fiowed  it.  I  ^ould  not  avoid  remarking 
upon  this  circumfiance,  out  of  juftice  to  Mr. 
Dryden,  but  confefs,  at  the  fame  time,  I  took  a 
great  pleafur&  in  doing  it,  becaufe  1  knew^  in 
expofing  this  outrage,  I  made  my  court  to  Mr* 
Congreve. 

I  have  obferved,  that  the  Editor  wiU  not  kt 
me  nor  any  one  elfe  obey  Mr«  Addifon's  com* 
si^inds  in  biding  any  thing  he  defires  ihould  be 

concealed. 
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concealed.  I  cannot  but  take  further  notice, 
that  the  circumftance  of  marking  his  Spectators, 
which  I  did  not  know  till  I  had  done  with  the 
work,  I  made  my  own  ad: ;  becaufe  I  thought 
it  too  great  a  fenfibilicy  in  my  friend,  and 
thought  it,  iince  it  was  done,  better  to  be  fup* 
pofed  marked  by  me  than  the  author  himfelf  ^ 
the  real  ftate  of  which  this  zealot  ralhly  and  in- 
judicioufly  expofes.  I  afk  the  reader.  Whether 
any  thing  but  an  earnefttiefs  to  difparage  me 
could  provoke  the  Editor,  in  behalf  of  Mu 
Addifon,  to  fay  that  he  marked  it  out  of  cau* 
tion  againft  me  when  I  had  taken  upoh  me  to 
fay  it  was  I  that  did  it  out  of  tendernefs  to 
hi<n  ? 

As  the  imputation  of  any  the  lead  attempt  of 
arrogating  to  myfelf,  or  detra&ing  from  Mr. 
Addiibn,  is  without  any  colour  of  truth ;  you 
will  give  me  leave  to  go  on  in  the  fame  ardour 
towards  him,  and  refent  the  cold,  unafTe^tlonate, 
dry,  and  barren  manner  in  which  this  gentleman 
gives  an  account  of  as  great  a  benefadtor  as  any 
one  learned  man  ever  had  of  another.  Would 
any  man,  who  had  been  produced  from  ft  col- 
lege life,  and  pulhed  into  one  of  the  moft  confi* 
derable  employments  of  the  kingdom,  as  to 
its  weight  and  truft,  and  greatly  lucrative  with 
refpeift  to  a  fellowfhip,  and  who  had  been  daily 
and  hourly  with  one  of  the  greateft  men  of  the 
age,  be  fatisfied  with  himfelf  in  faying  nothing 

of 
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of  fuch  a  peffo'n,  b^fides  what  all  thfe  world 
knew,,  except  a  particularity,  and  that  to  his 
difadvantage,  which  J^  his  friend  from  a  boy, 
don't  know  to  be  true,  to  wit,  '^  that  he  never 
"  had  a  regular  pulfe  ?*'  As  for  the  fafts  and 
confiderablc  periods  of  his  life,  he  either  knew 
nothing  of  them,  or  injudicioufly  places  them 
in  a  worfe  light  tlian  that  in  which  they  really 
flood.  When  he  fpeaks  of  Mr.  Addifon's  de- 
clining to  go  into  orders,  his  way  of  doing  it  is, 
to  lament  that  his  ferioufnefs  and  modefty, 
which  might  have  recommended  him,  '^  proved 
*^  the  chief  obftacles  to  it.  It  feems,  thofe  qua- 
*'  lities  by  which  the  priefthood  is  fo  much 
**  adorned  -reprefented  the  duties  of  it  as  too 
*^  weighty  for  him,  and  rendered  him  flill  more 
**  worthy  of  tliat  honour  which  they  made  him 
"  decline."  Thefe,  you  know  very  well,  were 
npt  the  reafons  which  made  Mr.  Addifon  turn 
his  thoughts  to  the  civil  world;  and,  as  you 
were  the  inftr'ument  of  his  becoming  acquainted 
with  my  Lord  Halifax,  I  doubt  not  but  you  re- 
ipember  the  warm,  inftances  that  .nol)le  Lord 
made  to  the  head  of  the  college  not  to  infift 
upon  Mr.  Addifon's  going  into  orders  ;  his  ar- 
•  guments  were  founded  upon  the  general  pravity 
and  corruption  of  men  of  bufinefs,  who  wanted 
liberal  education.  And  I  remember,  as  if  I  had 
read  the  letter  yefterday,  that  my  Lord  ended 
with  a  compliment,  "  that,  however  he  might 

«  be 
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'^  bp^  repr^fent^d  as  pja.  fnend  t^  thg  0iur:ch,,iie: 
**  never  would  do  it  apy  other  injury  th^  keep-. 
"-  ing  Mr.  Addifon  oyt  of  it,'' — Th(e  contentioj^; 
for  this  man,  In  his  early  youth,  among  thci 
people  of  greateft  power,  Mr.  Secretary  Tifftellj; 
the  executor  for  his  famej  is  pleafed  to  afcribe. 
to  a  ferious  vifage  aod  modefty  of  behayioq.r.. 
WK^n  a  writer  is  g^ofsly  and  eflenttaHy  faulty, 
it  were  a  jeft  to  take  notice  of  a  /alfe  expreflion, 
OF.a.  phrafe;  <Stberwife  Priefthood,  in  that- place, 
might  be  obferved  upon  as  a  term  not  ufed  by* 
the  'real  well  wifliers  to  Clergymen,  ei^cept 
vfh^n  they  would  exprefs  Come  folemn  ^ft,.  and/ 
ilK)t  when  that  order  is  fpofcen  of  as  aprofeifioft; 
among  gentlemen-.  I  will  noti  therefore  bufy: 
myfclf  about  ^'the.unconcerning  parts  pfkriow* 
"  ledge,  but  be  contented,  like  a  readmit jof  piain 
.'f.^fenfc  without  politenefs  ;''  and,  fince  Mr.Se-. 
cretary  will  give  us  no.  accounti  of  this  gentle^ 
man,  *^  I  admit  the  iVlps  and  Apennines,  inftead 
"  of  his  Editor,  to  be  commentators  of  his 
**  works,  which,*'  as  the  Editor  fays,  *^  have 
"  raifed  a  demand  for  corrednefs.'*  This  de- 
mand, by  the  way,  ought  to  be  more  ftrong 
upon  thofe  who  were  moft  about  him,  and  had 
the  greateft  advantage  of  "  his  example/*  But 
our  Editor  fays,  "  that  thofe  who  come  the 
^^  neareft  to  exadtnefs  are  but  too  often  fond  of 
"  unnatural  beauties,  and  aim  at  fomething 
,^'  better   than   perfcftion.'*     Believe   me,   Sir^ 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Addifon's  example  will  carry  no  man  fur. 
tlier  tham  that  height  for  which  Nature  capacU 
tatcd  him ;  and  the  afieftation  of  following  great 
men  in  works  above  the  genius  of  their  imita*- 
tors  will  never  rife  further  than  the  produdtion 
of  uncommon  and  unfuitable  ornaments  in  a 
barren  difcourfe,  like  flowers  upon  an  heath, 
fuch  as  the  author^s  phrafe  of  *•  fomething  bet- 
«*  ter  than  perfedtion.''  But  indeed  his  preface, 
if  ever  any  thing  was,  is  that  **  fomething 
♦*  better,**  for  it  is  fo  ^extraordinary  that  we 
cannot  fay.it  is  too  long  or  too  ihort,  or  deny 
but  that  it  is  both.  I  think  I  abftrad  myfclf 
from  a^  manner  of  prejudice  when  I  aver,'  that 
no  man,  though  without  any  obligation  to  Mr* 
Addifon,  would  have  reprefented  him  in  his  fa^ 
mily^and  his  friendlhips  or  his  perfonal  chara&er, 
fo  difadvantageoufly  as  his  fecretary  (in  prefe- 
rence of  whom  he  incurred  the  warmeft  refent^ 
ments  of  other  gentlemen)  has  been  pleafed  to 
4efcribe  him  in  thofe  particulars. 

Mr.  Dean  Addifon,  father  of  this  memorable 
man,  left  behind  him  four  children,  each  of 
whom>  for  excellent  talents  and  lingular  pcrfec- 
lions,  was  as  much  above  the  ordinary  world 
as  their  brother  Jofeph  was  above  them.  Were 
things  of  this  nature  to  be  expofed  to  public 
view,  I  could  ihew,  under  the  Pean's  own  hand^ , 

f  If  this  letter  iliould  by  chance  exift  among  the  papers  in  the 
jpoifeffion  of  Mr.  Scurlockf  it  would  be  aa  acceptable  commuiii* 
cation  to  the  curious. 

in 
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in  ^e  warnieft  terms,  his  bleffing  on  the  frlcnd- 
Ihip  between  his  fon  and  me;  ijor  had  he  a  child 
w}io  did  not  prefer  me  in  the  firft  place  of  kind- 
nefs  and  efteem*  as  their  father  loved  me  like 
one  of  them :  and  I  can  with  great  pleafure 
fay,  I  never  pmitted  any  opportunity  of  Shewing 
that  zeal  for  their  perfpns  and  interefts  as  be- 
came a  gentleman  and  a  friend.  Were  I  nqw 
to  indulge  myfelf,  X  could  talk  a  great  deal  ta 
ou,  which  I  am  fure  wo\ild  be  entertaining ;' 
ut  as  I  ani  fpeaking,  at  the  fame  time,  to  alt 
the  world,  I  confidered  it  would  be  imperti- 
i)ent.  Let  me  then  confine  myfelf  a  while  to , 
the  following  play,  which  I  at  firft  recom- 
mended to  the  ftage,  and  carried  to  the  prcfs. 
No  one  who  reads  the  preface  which  I  publifh* 
cd  *  with  it  will  imagine  I  could  be  induced  to 
fay  fb  much  as  I  then  did,  had  I  not  known  the 
man  I  beft  loved  had  had  a  part  in  it,  or 
had  I  believed  that  any  other  coneerned  bad  « 
much  more  to  do  than  as  an  etnanuenjis. 

But,  indeed,  had  I  not  known,  at  the  timo, 
pi  the  tranfadtion  concerning  the  a^ng  on  the 
ftage  and  fale  qf  the  copy,  I  flioiild,  i  think, 
have  fecn  Mr,  Addifon  in  every  page  of  it; 
for  he  was  above  all  ti^en  in  that  talent  we 
call  Humour,  and  enjoyed  it  in  fuch  perfec- 
tion that  I  have  often  refle<^ed,  afier  a  night 
fpent  with  him,  apart  from  all  the  world^  thtt 

"^  See  thU-'m  P.  4s8)i 
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I'  had  had  the^plea&re  of  converfing  withnaa. 
intimate  acquaintance  of  Terence  and  Catullus, 
who  had  all  their  wit  and  Jiaturje  heightened 
with  humour,   more  exqyifite  and.  delightful 
than  any  other  man  eyer.poffefled. 

They  who  fliall  read  this  play-,  after  being  let 
into  the  fecret  that  it  was  written  by  Mr,  Addi- 
'  fon,  or  under  his  diredion^  will  probably  be  at- 
tentive to  thofe  .exqellencics  which  chey  before 
overlooked,  and  wonder  they  did  not  till  now 
obferve,.  that,  there  is  not  an  expreffion  in  the 
w^ole  piece  which  has  not  in  it  the  moft  nice 
propriety  and  aptitude  to  the  character  which 
utters  it;  here  is  "that  fmiling  aiirth,  that  deli* 
cate  fatire,,  and  genteel  raillery,  which  appeared 
in  Mr.  Addifon  when  he  was  free  among  inti- 
mates :  I  fay,  when  he  was  free  from  his  remark- 
able baihfulnefs,  which  is  a  cloke  that  hides  and 
muffles  merit;  and  his  abilities  were  covered 
Qnly  by  mpdefty,  which  doubles  the  beauties 
which  are  feen,  and  gives  credit  and  efteem  to 
ail  that  are  concealed. 

*'  The  Drummer''  made  no  great  figure  on  the 
ftage,  though  exquifitely  well  afted ;  but  when 
I  obferve  this,  I  fay  a  much  harder  thing  of  the 
ftage  than  of  the  comedy.  When  I  fay  the 
ftage  in  this  place,  I  am  [to  be]  underftood  to 
mean  in  general  the  prefent  tafte  of  theatrical  re- 
prefentation,  where  nothing  that  is  not  violent, 
and,  as  I  may  fay,  groflly  del'ghtful,  can  come 
4  on 
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en  without  hazard  of  being^  condetancd,  or 
flighted.  It  is  here  re-publiihed,  and  recom-- 
mended  as  a  clofct  piece,  to  recreate  an  intelli* 
gent  mind  in  a  vacant  hour ;  for  Vacant  the 
reader  muft  be  from  every  firong  prepoflTeiEon^: 
in  order  to  relilh  an  entertainment  (qtuki  nequen 
monftrare  et  fentio  tarUum)  y^hii^li  cannot  be  en- 
joyed to  the  degree  it  deferves^  but  by  thofe  of 
the  moft  polite  tafle  among  fcholars,  the  beft 
breeding  among  gentlemen,  and  the  Icaft  ac-^ 
quainted  with  fenfual  pleafure  among  the  ladies* 
The  Editor  is  pl«afed  to  relate  concerning 
"  Cato,"  that  a  play  «nder  that  defign  was  pro- 
jedted  by  the  author  very  early,  and  wholly  laid 
3fide ;  in  advanced  years  he  reaflumed  the  fame 
defign,  and,  many  years  after  four  a<Sb  were 
finiftied,  he  writ  the  fifth,  and  brought  it  upon 
the  ftage*  All  the  town  knows  how  officious  t 
was  in  bringing  it  on  j  and  you,  that  know  the 
town,  the  theatre,  and  mankind,  very  well,  can 
judge  how  neceflfary  it  was  to  take  meafures  for 
making  a  performance  of  that  fort,  excellent  aa 
it  is,  run  into  popular  applaufe.  I  promifed 
before  it  was  a£ted,  and  performed  my  duty 
accordingly  to  the  author,  that  I  would  bring 
together  fo  juft  an  audience  on  the  firfl:  days  of 
it,  it  ihould  be  impolfible  for  the  vulgar  to  put' 
its  fuccefs  or  due  applaufe  to  any  hazard ;  but  I 
do  not  mention  this  only  to  (hew  how  good  an 
aid-de-camp  I  was  to  Mr.  Addifon,  but  to  ihew 
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alfo  that  the  Editor  dies  as  much  to  cloud  the 
merit  df  this  veork  as  I  did  to  fet  it  forth.  Mr. 
Tfckisli's  account  of  its  being^  taken  up^  laid 
ddwi>^  and  at  laft  perfedied^  after  fuch  long  in- 
tervals and  paufeS)  would  make  any  one  believe^ 
Who  did  not  know  Mr,  Addifon>  that  it  was  ac- 
complifted  with  th^  greateft  pain  and  labour^ 
and  the  ifFut  rather  of  learning  and  induftry  than 
capacity  and  genius  ;  but  I  do  afiure  you^  that 
iT&Ter  phy^  which  could  bring  the  author  any 
reputation  for  wit  and  eondud>^  notwithlianding 
it  was  (o  io)3g  before  it  was  ikifihed,  employed 
the  author  fo  little  a  time  in  writing :.  if  1  re- 
men^ber  right^^  the  fifth  a&  was  written  in  lefr 
than  a  week's  time ;.  for  thi»  was  particular  in 
this  writ^^  that  when  he  had  taken  his  relblu*^ 
tidtv  or  made  his  plan  for  what  he  defigned  to- 
^rite>  he  would  walk  about  the  room^  and  dic- 
tate it  into  language  with  as  much  freedom  an4 
eafe  ai  any  oite  could  write  it  down^  and  attead 
to  the  coherence  and  grammar  of  wliat  he  die* 
tated.  I  have  been  often  thus  employed  by 
him^  and  never  took  it  into  my  head^  though 
he  only  fpoke  it^  and  I  took  ali  the  pains  of 
throwing  it  upon  paper^  that  I  ought  to  call 
niyfelf  the  writer  of  it.  L  will  put  all  my  credit 
among  men  of  wit  for  the  tri^th  of  «iy  av^rnaent, 
tvheti  i  prefume  to  fay^  that  no  one  but  Mr. 
Addrfon  was  in  any  other  way  die  writer  «f 
*^  The  Drummer ;"  at  the  fame  time  I  will  al- 
^      I  low. 
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low,  thut  he  fent  for  me,  which  1^<^  Gpyl4  ^I*^ 
ways  do,  froo^i  his  natural  ppwcr  gyer  i»€f,  g^si 
much  as  he  could  fpf  wy  of  his  clerks  wbeii  Iffi 
was.  Secretary  of  State,  aqd  told  ine  th^t  i^  gen-, 
tlen^n  then  in  th9  room  had  written  a  play  that 
be  w^  fure  I  would  like,  but  it  was  to  be  a  fe- 
ipret,  and  be  knew  I  would  take  a$  much  pain$^ 
fince  he  recommended  it,  as  I  would  for  him, 
I  hope  nobody  will  be  wrpnged^  or  think  him- 
felf  aggrievedj^  that  I  give  this  rejeded  work 
where  1  do  $  and  if  a  certain  gentleman  is  in- 
jjired  by  it,  I  wilj  pillow  I  have  wronged  him, 
Vpon  this  iffue,  that  (if  the  reputed  *  tranflator 
of  the  firft  book  of  Homer  ihall  pleafe  to  give 
Us  another  book)  there  &all  appear  another  good 
judge  in  po^ry,  befides  Mr.  Alexander  Pope, 
who  ihall  like  it.     But  I  detain  you  too  long 
upon  things  that  are  too  perfonal  to  myfelf,  and 
will  defer  giving  the  world  a  true  notion  of  the 
charader  and  talents  of  Mr.  Addifon,  till  I  can 
fpeak  of  that  amiable  gentleman  on  an  occafion 
void  of  controverfy  ;  I  fhall  then  perhaps  ^  fay 

^  It  is  plain  by  this  paflkge  that  Steele  knew  the  real  tranf* 
laior.  Mr.  Gafy,  in  a  letter  to  Pope,  July  8,  1715,  fays,  "  Sir 
**  Samuel  Garth  bid  me  tell  you,  that  every  body  is  pleafed  with 
<<  your  tranfliition  but  a  few  at  Button's ;  and  that  Sir  Hithard 
f*  Steele  told  him»  that  Mr,  Addtfon  faid,  TickeU's  tranlUqon 
<*  was  the  beft  that  ever  was  in  any  languag£/.' 

f  It  may  be  inferred  from  this,  that  Steele  intended  to  give 
the'  publick  ^fome  memoirs  of  his  excellent  friend ;  and  pcriiaps 
the  materials  for  it  may  ftill  exift  amone  the  papers  that  were 
GoUedled  towards  the  Life  of  the  IDuke  of  MarlbM-ough. 

K  k  z  many 
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many  things  of  hiVn,  which  Willbe  new  even  to 
you,  with  regafd  to.htmlrt^all  paitsbf  his  eha- 
radtfer  :  for  which  I  Was-fti  i^alous,  that  I  could* 
riot  be  contented  With'praififig  and  adorning  him 
as  mucl)  as  lay  in  my  power,  but  was  ever  foH-' 
citing  and  putting  my  friends  upon  the  fame  of* 
fice, ;  And,fince.  the*  ]Editoi:  has  adorned -bis 
ieayy^^iicpoffe  with  frofe  in  rhime  at  the  end- 
ofit;  l^poKMrrAddifonV^eath',  'give  me  leave 
rb'^'^tprfe  fot  this"  long  aiil  tedious  epiftle,  by 
giving  you  after  it,  what  1  dare  fay  you  wilt 
dfte'emi  an.excelteht  poem  on  his  marriage**     L 

'.  ^  \  mufr 

-  *'Th«  waf5  th^  iWlbsvIrig  poem  by  Mr.  Wdftcd,  "  ad4lftired 
*\  to  the  Corn)  ttfs^  of  WarwVk  cjn  her  Marriage,  Aug.  i,  1 7  x6  :** 

'  **  Anrijbition  long  has  Woman's  hear:  betray*'d, 

-  And  tinfel  grandeur  caught^th*  unwary  Maid  ; 

^    The  pomjious  fty1es,'thil^  Ilrikc  th*  adriijring  throngs 

Have  glittcr'd  in  the^eye  of  beauty  long: 

You,  Madamy  firfl  the  female  tafte  improve,  - 

And  give  youf.fellow-charmert  leiws  fbrfovej  - 
*"   A  pomf)  you  ico*et,  not  to  Heraids  kapWB,  .  ' 

•  /  And  figh  for  virtues  'eqoal  to  yfour  own  ;    . 

Part  in  ^  man  hnmortal  greatly  claim,' 
- .   Ajvd  frown  on  titles,  to  ally  with  fame  ^ 
i     Not  Edward's  ftar,  embof&'d  with  iilver  rays. 

Can  vie  in  glory  with  thy  Confort's  bays ; 

Hisjcountry's  pride  ^oes  homage  to  thy  charms, 
:.,,  A|i«l  eywy  merit  crowds  rato  thy  arms. 

While  others  gain  light  conquers  by  their  eycs^ 

*T»6  fhrne. with  wifdoni  to  fubdue.the  Wife  : 

To  their  foft  chains  while  courtly  beaux  fubmit, 
■-•Tis  thine  to  lead  in  triumph  captive  Wit: 

Her  fighipg,  y^iTaU  let  Clarinda  boad. 

Of  lace  and  languiihing  cockades  the  togft ; 

Itt 
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r  muft  conclude  without  fatisfyjr^  as  ftrong  a  dc- 
firc^as-eyer  man  had  of  fayipg  fomcthing  re- 
.  markably:  handfome  to  the  pexfon  to  whom  I  am 
writing ;  for  yQU  are  fo  good  a  judge,  that  you 
will. find  out  the  eodeavourer  to  be  witty  :  and 
therefore,  as  I  have  tired  you  and  myfelf,  I  will 
be  contented  wtth^afltmng  you^  which  I  do  very 
honeftiy^:l4iad'ratHer  have  yx)u-fausfifd  with  mc 
on  this  fubjedt  than  a^py  other ^man  living. 

You  will  pkafe  to  pardon  me,  that  I  have, 
thuSy  laid  this  nice  affair  before  a  perfon  -who 
'  has  the-  acknowledged  fuperiority  to  all  others, 
,  not  only  in  the  moft  excellent  talents^  burpof- 
^  fc(5ng  them  with  -an  equanimity,  candour,  and 
/l>enevolence,  which  render  thofe  advantages, a 
.  pleafure  as  great  to  the  reft  of  the  world,  as  they 
^  can  be  to  the  owner  of  them.  And  fince  fame 
.;  confifts  in  the  opinion  of  wife  and  good  men, 
.you  muft  not  blame  me  for  taking  the  r^adieft 
.  ^^y  to  baffle  an  attempt  upon  my  reputation, 

In  Beauty's  pride  unenvyM  let  her  rcign, 
*.   -   .AnA'fhare  that  wanton ^empire  with  the  vain , 

J?or  Thee  the  Arts  of  Greece  and  RomeconabinC| 
And  all  the  glories  Cato  gain'd  are  thine  t         '  " 
Still  Warwick  in  thy  boafted  rank  of  life, 
J5ut  more  iUuftrious  than  when  Warwick's  wife. 
Come  forth,  reveal  thyfelf,  thou  chofen  Bride, 
And  (hew  great  Naflau's  Poet  by  thy  fide ; 
Thy  bright  example  IhaU  ipflru6l  the  fair, 
Aod  future  nymphs  Ihall  make  renown  their  care  | 
pmbroidery  Icfs  Ihall  charm  the  Virgin's  eye, 
And  kind  Coquets  for  plumes  lefs  frequent  die  j       * 
Secure  ihftU  Beauty  reign,  the  Mufe  its  guard*; 
'Xbc  Mufc  ihall  triumph.  Beauty  its  reward," 

K.k3  by 
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by  an  atldfdi  to  one  whom  every  wife  and  good 
man.  looks  upon  with  the  greateft  affedion  ancl 
veneration.  I  am.  Sir,  your  mpft  obliged,  mtfft 
obedient^  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

RlCHAED  SrEEtE. 
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To  the  King  ♦. 

May  it  pleafe  ybur  ^f ^efty,  [i  741.3 

AFTER  having  afpired  to  the  ^iigbeft  aiid 
moil  laudable  ambition,  that  of  following 
die  caufe  of  Liberty,  I  Ihould  not  have  humbly 
petitioned  your  Majefty  fpr  a  dire^ipn  of  the 
fheatre,  had  I  not  believed  fuccefs  in  that  pro- 
yinqe  ap  faappinefs  much  to  bp  wiflied  by  u^ 
lioneft  man,  and  highly  conducing  tp  the  prof? 
perity  of  the  pommonwealth.  It  is  in  this  view 
J  lay  before  your  Majelly  a  Cpmedy,  which  the 
audience,  in  juftice  to  themfel^es,  has  fupported 
and  encouraged,  and  is  the  prelude  of  what,  by 
your  Majefty's  influence  and  favpur^  may  be  at- 
tempted in  future  reprefentatioQs. 

The  •imi)erial  mantle,  the  royal  veflment,  and 
the  fliining  diadem,  are  what  flrike  ordinary 
minds;  but  your  Majefty's  native  goodnefi, 
your  paffion  for  Juftice,  and  her  •conftant  af^ 
feflbr^  Mercy,   is;   what  cpntinually  furrpund] 

f  Pitfixcd  to  «  Tke  CoalcioBs  Lcf  en/' 

you. 
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you^  in  tj^e  view  of  intelligeat  fpirits/ai>4  gives 
hope  to  the  fuppliantj  who  fees  he  has  moris 
than  fucceeded  in  giving  yo|ar  Majefly  ^n  op- 
portunity of  doing  good.     Our  King  is  al:M9ye 
the  greatnefs  of  royalty ;   and  every  ad  of  his 
will,  which  makes  another  man  happy,^  has  ten 
times  more  charms  ia  it  than  one  that  makes 
himfelf  appear  raifed  above  the  condition  of 
others;  but  even  this  carries  unhappinefs  with 
it;    for  calm  dominion,   equal  grandeur,  and 
familiar  greatnefs,  do  not  eafily  a&d  the  im^ 
gination  of  the  vulgar,  wlio  cannot  fee  power 
but  in  terrpr;  and  as  fear  move$  mean  fpirits, 
and  love  prompts  great  ones  to  obey,  ti^e  ipiji- 
nuatipns  of  malcontents  axe  dir^ded  ^Lccord- 
ingly*,  and  the  unhappy  people  are  infnared, 
from  want  of  reJOiedion^  into  difrefpeftful  idc?5  of 
their  gracious  and  /amiable  Soverf  |ign ;  ai^d  Jtji.en 
only  b^n  to  apprehend  the  grea^qefs  pf  their 
Alalfier  when  they  have  incurred  his  di^Ieafqre. 
As  your  Majefty  was  invited  to  the  throne  of 
ja  wil|li^g  P^pl^9  ^^  ^^^  own  iakes,  and  has 
ever  enjoyed  it  with  contexppt  of  the  ofteptatipn 
of  k,  we  befe^h  you  tp  pj:ot;ed:  us,  )yhp  reyere 
your  tide  a^  jve  love  yoftr  perfojn^     It  is  to  .^e 
fayage  to  be  a  rebel ;  and  they  who  ^ave  fallen 
from  ypi^  haye  not  ib  much  forfeited  their  all<e- 
giance  as  loft  their  hum^^nity.     And  therefpre, 
if  it  were  pply  to  preferve  piyfelf  from  the  im- 
pucat;io9  of  being'  amongfi  the  infeniible  sn^d 

K  )c  4  abandoned^ 
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abandoned^  I  would  beg  permifRon,  in  the  moft 
"public  manner  poflible,  to  profefs  myfelf,  with  * 
the  utmoft  fincerity  and  zeal,  Sire,  your -Ma- 
jeftjr's  moft  devoted  fubjedt  and  fervant, 

RrcHARD  Steel  Et 


cccx^Lvir. 

Preface  to   "  The  Confcious  Lovers." 

THIS  Comedy  has  been  received  with  uni- 
vcrfal  acceptance,  for  it  was  lA  every  part 
^excellently  performed;  and  there  needs  no  other 
applaufe  of  the  adors,  but  that  they  excelled 
according  to  the  dignity  and  difficulty  of  the 
charafter  they  reprefented.  But  this  great  fa- 
vour done  to  the  work  in'ading  renders  the  ex* 
pe&ation  ftill  the  greater  from  the  author,  to 
keep  up  the  fpirit  in  the  reprefeniation  of  the 
clofet,  or  ^y  other  circumftancc  of  the  reader, 
whether  alone  or  in  company :  to  which  I  can 
only  fay,  th^t  it  muft  be  remembered,  a  play  is 
to  be  feen,  and  is  made  to  be  reprefented  with 
the  advantage  of  adtion,  nor  can  appear  but 
with  half  the  fpirit  without  it ;  for  the  greateft 
efFeft  of  a  play  in  reading  is,  to  excite  the  reader 
to  go  fee  it ;  and  when  he  does  fo^  it  is  then  a 
play  has  the  effedk  of  example  and  precept. 

The  chief  defign  of  this  was,  to  be  an  inno- 
pent  performance,  and  the  audience  have  abund- 
antly 
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i«intly  flb^wed  how-  ready  they  aire  to  fiipport 
what  19  vifibly  intended  that  way ;  nor  db  I 
'  matqe  any  difficulty  to  acknowledge,  thait  the 
whole  was  writ  for  the  fake  of  the  fccu^  qf  t-he 
•fourth  ad,  wherein  Mr.  Bpvill  evades  the  quaf- 
'  rei'  with  his  friend ;  iand  hope  it  riiay  hayc  fonie 
^effeft  with  the  Goths  and  Vandals  that  frequent 
-the  theatres,  or  a  more  polite  aufiiei^e  may  fup- 
'.  ply  their  ab fence*       r.  i-  '.   I  ■  ^.[;   :  , 

This  incident,  and  the  cafe  of  -  th^.  father 
and  daughter,  are  efteemed  by  Ibme  people  no 
fubjedts  of  comedy ;  but  I  cannot  be  of  their 
niind;  for  any  thing  that  has  its  foqndation  in 
.happinefs  and  fucc^fs  muft  be  allowe4  to  be  the 
objedt  of  comedy;  and  fure  it  i^uft  be,an  .in;i- 
provement  of  it,  to  introduce  a  jioy  too  exquifite 
for  laughter,  that  can  have  no  fpring  but  m  de- 
light, which  is  the  cafe  of  this  young  lady.  I 
muft  therefqre  contend,  that  the  tears  which 
were  flied  on  that  occafion  flowed  from  reaibo 
and  good  fenfe,  and  that  men  ought  not  to  be 
laughed  at  for  weeping,  till  we  are  come  to  a 
more  clear  hptioii  of  what  is  to  be  imputed  to 
.  the  hardnefs  of  the  head  and  the  foftnefi  of  the 
'  heart ;  and  1  think  it  was  very  politely  faid  of 
Mr.  Wilks,  to  one  who  told  him  there  was  a 
General  weeping  for  Indiana,  "  TU  warrant 
**  he  '11  fight  ne'er  the  wor(e  for  that."  To  be 
apt  to  give  way  to  the  impreflions  of  humanity, 
|9  the  excellep'ce  of  a  right  difpofition,  and  the 

natural 
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nsmnd  working  of  a  well-turned  fpir it.  But  «s 
I  have  fofiered  by  critics  who  are  got  no  farther 
than  to  enquire  whether  they  ought  to  be  pleaf- 
td  or  Qot^  I  would  willingly  find  them  ptoperer 
-matter  for  their  employment,  and  revive  here 
a  ibng^  which  was  omitted  for  want  of  a  per* 
former^  and  defigned  for  the  entertainment  of 
Indiana.  Signor  Carbonelli^  inftead  of  it,  play- 
ed on  the  fiddle ;  and  it  is  for  want  of  a  finger 
that  fuch  advantageous  things  are  faid  of  an  in- 
flrument  which  were  defigned  for  a  vqice«  The 
ibng  is  the  diftrefs  of  a  iove-fick  maid^  and 
nay  be  a  fit  entertainment  for  fome  finali  cridcfcsy 
to  examine  whether  the  paffion  is  juft^  or  the 
^ifirefs  male  or  female. 

From  place  to  place  forlorn  I  go. 
With  do^mcaft  eyes  a  filent  fhade ; 

'  Forbidden  to  declare  my  woe ; 
To  fpeak,  till  fpoken  to,  afraid. 

My  in?yard  pai\gs,  my  fecret  grief. 

My  foft  cQufenting  looks  betray; 
He  loves,  but  gives  me  no  relief; 

Why  fpeaks  not  he  who  njay  ? 

k  remains  to  iay  a  wGcd  ^concerning  Terence ; 
and  I  am  extremely  fufprifed  to  find  what  Mr. 
Cfbber  <x>ld  nxe  prove  a  truth :  That  what  I 
cvalued  myfelf  fo  much  upon,  the  tranflatjoq  of 
|iim,  t&ould  be  imputed  to  nae  as  a  reproacii* 
lllr.  Cihber's  wsd  &>r  the  work,  hia  care  a^d 

application 
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^ppUcatim  in  inftruftmg  the  adors,  and  riM:« 
ing  the  difpofition  of  the  fcenes^  when  I  «W6, 
throtigh  ficknefs,  ynslM^  to  cottivtit^  fuch 
things  myfelf,  has  been  a  very  ofhligitig  fisvoQr 
^nd  iVi^ndfhip  to  me.  For  this  reafon,  I  was 
Ycry  hardly  perftiajded  to  throw  away  Terence's 
celebrated  funeral^  and  take  only  the  baie  au- 
thority of  the  young  man^s  chara^r ;  and  hcfw 
I  have  worked  it  itito  an  Englifhcnan,  and  made 
'  ufe  of  the  fame  circwnflances  of  •difcoveriag'  a 
daughter  when  we  leaft  hoped  for^ne,  is  buyi- 
t>ly  fubmitted  to  the  Jearnod  reader^ 
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Ah    "E    S    S    A    Y,  ' 

Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Sir  Richard  STEEtt*. 

0 

NATURE  hath  made  it  the  condition  of 
exifience  to  live  but  for  a  time  under  any 
one  mode ;  and  when  that  period  is  expired^, 
every  thing  changes,  and  gives  way  to  a  new 
fucceffion.  The  fineft  movements  of  her  work- 
manihip  muft  fall  to  pieces,  when  the  Tiours  af- 
iigned  them  are  fulfilled ;  and  the  greateft  maf- 
tcr-piece  of  creation  muft  be  no  more,  when  h 
has  performed  the  ufes  for  which  alone  it  wau 
ere«ited.  Thus  the  brave  and  bafe,  the  learae< . 
and  illiterate,  the  wife  and  fooliih,  aredeftinei 
to  an  e<^ual  fate  ^  and  the  moft  intelligent  minc^ 

'*  Originally  printed,  immediately  after  his  death,  in  f*  The 
^  Britiib  Journal;  prtheCpafoo  Sept.  13,  1719*** 

however 
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.  hoW^ec  ijiffefeot  ici  life,  is  the  fame  in  death 
^  wifh  $te  moft;Ya(?j^Dt.lfoiy^  or  yifgetative  being. 
,; .  ^Burmdtnoiy  ftill  ^jr^^feryes^the  fair  ic^ea.ft^cx- 
•:  aitfld  wprtbjj^ndif^^fulJKift^ry  convfjyjs  it  dpym 
;  tQVery^ztQ^poOicntypIt  is  t}ien  a  grateful  gene- 
rous Jabour  to  confecr^tp  i;b^  gre^t  man's  fame,  to 
.  raife  him  moixuai^ntsr  of  .praife  and  glory  ;  an^, 
vwbiift.  .the  marble  poorly, il^W3  l^e  only  lived 
•  .^d,  died,  the  nobler land  more  l^ftiijg  work  (hall 
i:  witnefs  wherein  ma^ikind  w.ete  better  frofn  his 
.  jftioas,  or  may  be  happier  by  hi?  good  example. 
And  no^^.w^  cpme  to  pay  the  d^hi  of.jufticf ; 
for  we  come  to  honour  the  manes  of  heroic 
worth  :  whilft  ^^eeping  friends  or  forrowful  re- 
lations bewail  the  lot^  of  nature,  and  blame  a 
very  equitable  fate;  let  us  return  a  much  more 
.  grateful  tribute  than  tears,  and  exprefs  the  ac- 
knowledgements   his  virtues  defer ved,    whilft 
they  beftow  the  fighs  he  does  not  want. 

Sir  Richard  Steele  lies  dead  before  us,  and 
the  great  Britifh  Censor  is  no  more  !  He  i€  now 
gone  to  reft,  whofe  adive  genius  laboured  fo 
long  for  our  welfare.  Let  our  liberty  and  our 
happinefs  praife  him.  Thefe  we  derived  in  an 
eminent  degree  from  his  illuftrious  endeavours; 
and  his  name  is  worthy  of  a  lading  remembrance 
by  all  who  love  their  country.^  But  why  do  I 
fay  thehr  country,  fince  he,  who  lived  a  univcr- 
fal  good,  deferves  the  th^riks  of  all  mankind ; 
^nd  he  who  ftruggles  for  the  liberties  of  pien 

does 
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does  a  benefit  to' the  wwdle  fple'cifes--  NotliiRg: 
cati  be  a  Hiore^  cdtrimon  good/  or  a  more  difTuV; 
five  blefling,  tlian  freedom,  which  is  the'great^ 
foundation  done  of  happinefs.  It  is,  tliercfore, ; 
that  we  pay  diftinguifhed  honours  to  our  late 
departed  '  friend,  and  pronounce  Sir  Richard^' 
Steele  a. benef^dtoc  to  the. human  fpecies. 

Thi?  excellent  man  was  born  to  a  fortune 
much  'inferior  to.  his  merits  :  his  early  life  'was^ 
formed  in  camps,  and  feafoned  to  the  toils  oP 
war;  yet,  greatly  brave,  -  and  of  unqueftioned 
honour,  his  was  a  lettered  genius,  nor  fond  of 
military  glory.  He  fhone  diftinguifhed,  even 
whilft  in  humble  privacy;  obfcured  not  more 
by  his  low  rank  in  life  than  by  his  native  mo- 
defty.  Here  he  was  feleded  by  the  brave  Lord 
Cutts*,  whole  difcernment  knew  the  noble  ge- 
nius even  in  the  private  foldicr.  That  gallant 
1^1  an  was  his  generous,,  difinterefted  patron;* 
failed  him  to  a  better  fate,  and  placed  him  irt 
the  light  that  he  deferved.  And  this  alone  was- 
a  glorious  virtue ;  all  the  ferviccs  Sir  Richard 
Steele  did  afterwards  render  to  his  country,  all 
the  honour  and  reputation  he  acquired  by  his 
aftions  or  writings;  all  thefe  were  owing  to 
Lord  Cutts,  who,  when  he  raifed  a  deferving 
man,  did  the  world  a  benefit.  Fair  example, 
to  men  of  power,  whofe  influence  on  the  hap- 
pinefs of  mankind  is  very  great  and  important, 

*  Sec  abo%'c,  p.  279. 

It 


^  if  mly  confldercd  ia  tbofe  wboQi  thjcy  4raw  ut^ 
after  thffa*  Here  they  bav^. ample  appoxtuoi* 
ties  to  blefs  the  future  genefations^  fince,  by 
fudkiouily  difcerning  and  promoting  merit, 
however  hvMnble  or  obfcure,  they  leave  the  mpft 
iralonble  legacies  to  the  people  ao(}  tioiea  which 
fucceed  them* 

:  Sucb  a  le^cy  i^as  Sir  Kicbard  Steele^  who 
Ranted  nothing  more  to  makje  bim  ufeful  than 
to  be  known.  He  bad  great  vivacity  and  ready 
addi:^fs;  was  diffident  of  bia  own  judgement,  and 
yielding  to  other  men :  be  bad  fine  wit  and  true 
bumpuri  a  wit  which  was  qandid  and  good- 
Wtured :  be  was  always  willing  to  do  good  of. 
fices,  and  far  from  being  envious  of  merit  in 
Other  men.  Hence  be  was  loved  and  honoured 
by  all  mea.  None  was  more  hfippy  or  extenfive 
10  bis  acquaintance  :  none  was  a  more  agreeable 
companion,  or  ufeful  friend*  This  was  bis  pri- 
vate life,  and  this  niight  well  recommend  him 
U>  public  eXteem. 

To  him  we  owe  that  invaluable  work  whicli  he 
f omnacoced  in  "  Tbe  Tatler/'  and,  affifted  by 
the  ii^mortal  labours  of  bis  ingenious  friend  Mr* 
Addifon, carried  into  numerous  volumes*.  Here 

he 

'*  The  vof  y  cortimendable  an4  fpirked  writer  of  this  i^ntiraental 
cfTay,  evidently  includes,  \inder  the  general  name  of  TAtLEa,  slW 
the  valuable  periodical  papers  %vhich  Steele  began  under  tbii 
firft  title,  and  continued  to  pvbU^  fqr  ifl^^  enfertAinmcnt  and  ia- 
ftru6lion  of  his  countrymen,  daily,  or  occalionally,  for  many 
years,  under  the  divcFlified  titlca'  of  «•  The  8pe©ator,**  •«  The 

«  Cuardiao," 
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lie  began  a  work  which  at  once  refined  our  lan-^ 
guage  and  improved  our  morals.  None  ever 
attempted  with  more  fuccefs  to  form  the  mind 
to  virtue,  or  polifli  the  manners  of  common  life; 
none  ever  touched  the  paflions  in  that  pleafing, 
prevailing  method,  or  fo  well  inculcated  the 
moft  ufeful  and  inftrudtive  lefTons.  I  fay,  none 
did  ever  thus  happily  perform  fo  important  a 
work  as'  thefe  illufirious  colleagues,  who,  bf 
adapting  themfelves  to  the  pleafures,  promoted 
the  beft  virtues  of  human  nature;  infinuated 
themfelves  by  all  the  arts  of  fine  perfuafion;. 
employed  the  moft  delicate  wit  and  humour  in 
the  caufe  of  truth  and  good  fenfe ;  nor  gave  of- 
fence CO  the  mod  rigid  devotees,  or  loofeft  dc«^ 
bauchees,  but  foon  grew  popular^  though  advo* 
eates  of  virtues 


*  Guardia*/  ^  The  EngliAman,"  «  The  Lover,'*  « TiK 
*«  Spinfter,"  "  The  Reader/'  "  The  Town-talk,"  ««  The  Tca- 
**  ttble/*  "  The  Plebeian,**  &c*  *  They  make  in  all  very  mwtf 
Tolumes  I  but  a»  •*  The  Spinfter,'*  *«  The  Tea-table,*'  *«  The 
•«  Town-talk,**  and  •*  The  Plebeian,**  were  never  re*piiblUhe4^ 
the  Editor  of  this  work  would  be  glad  to  be  furniihed  with  con* 
pletc  iecs  of  all.,  or  of  any  of  them,  in  their  original  folio  or  o^vo 
form.  They  are  wanted,  not  only  for  the  purpofe  of  re~publifr«. 
mg  them  in  vol umes* with  notes  and  illufirationt,  but  alfo  for  tfct 
fake  of  a  work  in  preparation,  which,  if  it  can  be  brought  l^aft* 
fwcr  in  any  tolerable  manner  the  idea  of  its  proje£lor,  may  bt 
kititnled,  •*  A  Critical  Review  of  the  Life  and  Writingt  of  Sir 
*♦  Richard  Steele.*'— N.  B,  The  Editor  has  got  a  very  pw* 
fed  l«t  of  **  The  Theatre,*'  whii:h  likewiiecan  only  be  procured 
fat  prefent  (and  that  sot  without  difficulty)  in  its  half*ihfct  Aue^ 
and  which  therefore  he  will  ipeedily  jre-priiit« 

Thb 
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^  'l*his  was  laying  tfaie  are  to  the  root  of  vicc^ 
and  immorality.  Ail  the  pulpit  difcourfes  of  a 
ytar  fcarcc  produced  half  the  good  as  flowed 
from  theSpeftator  of  a  day**  They  who  were 
tired  and  lulled  to  fleep  by  a  long  and  laboured . 
harangue,  or  terrified  at  the  appearance  of  large 
and  weight)'  volumes,  could  chearfuUy  attend 
to  a  iinglc  half-fheet^  where  they  found  the 
images  of  Virtue  fo  lively  and  amiable,  where 
Vice  was  fo  agreeably  ridiculed  that  it  grew 
painful  to  no  man  fo  part  with  his  beloved  fol- 
lies; nor  was  he  eafy  till  he  had  pradkifed  thofe 
qualities  which  charmed  fo  much  in  fpecula* 
tion.  Thus  good  nature  and  good  fenfe  became 
habitual  to  their  readers.  Every  morning  they 
were  inftrudted  in  fome  new  principle  of  duty, 
which  was  endeared  to  them  by  the  beauties  of. 
defcription,  and  thereby  imprefled  on  their 
minds  in  the  moil  indelible  charaders. 

Such  a  work  as  this,  in  a  Roman  age,  would 
have  been  more  glorious  than  a  public  triumph} 
ftatues  would  have  been  raifed,  and  medals  have 
been  ftruck,  in  honour  of  the  authors.  Anti- 
quity had  fo  high  a  fenfe  of  gratitude  for  the 
communication  of  knowledge,  that  they  wor- 
fliiped  their  lawgivers,  and  deified  the  fathers  of 

*  For  inflrofiion  in  commoQ  life,  **  nothing  is  fo  proper  as 
**  frequent  publication  of  Ihott  papers,  which  we  read  not  as  * 
**  ftudy  but  amafcnRcnt.  Jf  the  fubjeft  be  flight,  the  treatifi; 
<*^  like  wife  is  fliort.  The  bufy  may  Bod  time^  and  the  idle  roajr 
*•  finc^patiencc."     Dr.  JoHNSON. 

^'    *  fcience. 
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fcienGe.  How  then  maft  they  have  acknow^^r 
ledged  fervices  like  thcfe,  where  every  maa 
grew  wifer  and  better  by  the  fine  inftnuftion ! 

Xct  we  muft  not  leave  Sir  Richafrd  Steele  on 
this  point,  nor  reft  his  merits  on  the  glory  of  a 
plan  which  was  fo  well  performed  by  him  and 
his  immortal  friend ;  which  was  never  interlarded 
with  fcandal  or  fadion,  and  which  was  a  facire 
on  vices,  not  naen  *.     No,  we  mull  condud  him 

♦  Mr,  Ncwcomb,  in  a  fatire  publiihed  in  17 12,  under  the  title 
of  "  Bibliothcca^  a  Poem,  occafioned  by  the  fight  of  a  Modern 
**  Library,"  after  defcribing  the  progrefs  of  Oblivion  in  a 
manner  to  which  the  Goddess  op  the  Dunciad  bears  a 
more  than  accidental  refemblance,  thus  animatedly  defcribes  our 
Author : 

"  StUl  to  proceed  the  Goddefs  try'd. 

Till  Steele's  immortal  works  efpy*d  j 

Trembling  her  dreaded  foe  to  view. 

She  funk,  and  filently  withdrew, 

Whiic^  Sanim's  labours,  round  her  ipread^ 

Suftain  and  prop  her  drowfy  head. 
Hail,  mighty  name  !  of  all  thy  pen 

Has  dropt,  to  charm  both  gods  and  men. 

Time  nor  oblivion  ne'er  ihall  boaft 

One  line  or  fingle  period  lod  ! 

Improving  youth,  and  hoary  age» 

Are  bettered  by  thy  matchlefs  page; 

And,  what  no  mortal  could  devife. 

Women,  by  reading  thee,  grow  wife  5 

Divines  had  taught>  and  hufbands  rav'd. 

Now  threatened,  then  as  poorly  crav'd. 

But,  ipite  of  all,  the  ftubborn  dame 

Remained  our  curfe,  and  dill  the  fame  i 

Modiib  and  flippant  as  before. 

The  fmoothing  paint  and  patch  are  wore ; 

Two  hours  each  morning  Ipcnt  to  drefsy 

And  not  one  ounce  of  tea  the  lefs  : 

^    L  1  While 
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to  higher  fcenes  than  thefe — conduft  him  to 
his  feat  in  parliament,  and  dcfcribe  his  beha- 
viour in  the  councils  of  his  country. 

He  lived  in  the  crifis  of  honefty,  when,  as  Sir 
William  Temple  well  expreffed  it,  a  brave  man 
had  a  hard  part  to  adt,  and  it  was  diihonourable 
at  Court  to  have  truth  and  integrity.  He  lived 
when  party  rage  and  prieftly  pride  ran  high :  when 
the  church  was  in  danger,  and  the  rabble  were 

orthodox : 

While  the  provoking  ideot  vows 
Her  lover  fairer  much  than  fpoufe. 
Great  Socrates  but  vainly  try'd. 
To  footh  the  pailions  of  his  bride; 
/Her  female  empire  Hill  fhe  holds. 
And  as  he  preaches  peace,  fhe  (colds  : 
*In  vain  he  talks,  in  vain  he  writes; 
One  killing,  while  the  other  bites  ; 
Precepts  with  her,  and  moral  rules. 
Are  only  ginns  to  hamper  fools  ; 
And,  preach  and  di£late  what  he  will. 
Madam  perfifts  Xantippe  ftill. 
But  wedlock  by  thy  art  is  got 
To  be  a  foft  and  eafy  knot ; 
Which  fmiling  fpoufe  and  kinder  bride 
Now  feldom  wifii  fliould  be  unty*d ; 
Think  parting  now  the  greateft  (in, 
And  drive  more  clofe  to  draw  the  ginn  r 
Taught  by  thofe  rules  thy  pen  indills, 
Kobly  to  conquer  human  ills ; 
The  female  (uflfercr  now  fuftains 
Each  mournful  lofs  with  leflfen'd  pains  j 
A  week  is  ndw  enough  to  pine. 
When  puking  lap-dog  cannot  dine  ; 
While  grief  as  real  fwells  her  eyes 
When  fpoufe,  as  when  her  parrot,  dic:>. 
The  fop  no  longer  (hall  believe 
Senfc  ty*d  to  every  mo^diih  ilecve. 
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orthodox :  when  religious  mobbings  and  factious 
incendiaries  laboured  to  overthrow  the  conftitu- 
tion,  and  prevailed  againft  an  Adminiftration, 
great  in  their  abilities  and  uncommon  fuccefs; 
a  Miniftry  the  boaft  of  our  nation,  the  glory  of 
their  own  times,  and  the  veneration  of  thefe. 
Nor  did  the  fadlion  flop  at  this;  they  even 
Ihocked  the  fuccefEon  itfelf ;  and  that  illuftrious 
Family,  now  on  our  throne,  had  a  doubtful  pro- 
fpedt  whilft  we  were  fo  divided  a  people. 

And 

Nor,  con fcious  of  his  wants,  prefume 
To  meafurc  meril:  by  perfume  j 
That  courage  in  Pulvilio  dwells. 
The  boldcft  he,  who  ftrongeft  fmells ; 
To  prove  his  fenfe,  no  longer  bring 
The  doughty  proofs  of  box  and  ring; 
Strongly  profeiiing  ne'er  to  know 
An  afs  concealM  beneath  a  beau ; 
Each  taught  by  thee,  ihali  hence  confefs 
Virtue  has  no  regard  for  drefs ; 
That  the  bright  nymph  as  often  dwells 
In  homely  bays  as  rural  cells; 
And  in  a  ruff  as  fairly  Ihin'd, 
As  now  to  modern  peak  confin'd  ; 
Bluihing,  thus  half  expos'd  to  view. 
Both  herfclf  and  miftrefs  too. 

The  widow,  pining  for  her  dear. 
Shall  curfe  no  more  the  tedious  year; 
In  fighs  confume  each  penfive  day, 
Nor  think  it  long  from  June  to  May. 
Se«  how  the  penfivc  relift  lies, 
Opprefs'd  with  fpoufe's  fate,  and  dies ; 
That  Betty  with  her  drops  in  vain' 
Recalls  her  flying  foul  again  j     ' 
No  colour  now  fo  fair  appears. 
As  is  the  fable  veft  (he  wears. 
To  be  her  only  gatQient  vow'd. 
Till  death  exchange  it  for  a  ihroud, 

hi  %  And 
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And  here  the  worthy  perfon,  to  whom  we  pay 
drfervcd  honours^  rofe  with  noble  courage  in 
that  dangerous  conjundlure :  he  thought  inaAi* 
vity  iflfatnous  whilft  all  was  at  ftake ;  and  his 
ptivinte  intereft  was  below  his  regard,  when  his 
country's  happinefs  became  precarious  :  he  did 
not,  like  little  temporizing  patriots,  ftay  till  his 
place  was  raken  from  him,  he  bravely  refigncd 
it  before  he  cbmtnenced  his  oppofition  ;  and  his 
Letter  to  the  then  Lord  Treafurer,  lince  pub. 
lifted  to  the  world  *,  may  ihew  how  much  he 
difdained  any  intereft  which  might  biafs  his 
judgement,  or  pervert  his  duty  to  the  publick. 

And  her  cold  afhes  kindly  place 
Once  more:within  her  loid's  embrace. 

The  ladies,  pleas 'd  with  thee  to  dwcU, 
Afpire  to  write  corre6t,  and  fpell : 
We  fcarcc  behold^  though  writ  in  hafte. 
Five  letters  in  a  fcore  mifplac'd  ; 
Marlhai'd  in  rank  they  all  appear, 
.With  no  front  vowels  in  the  rear. 
Nor  any,  out  of  ihame  or  dread. 
Skulking  behind,  that  fhould  hare  led  ; 
In  every  lind  they  now  demur, 
»Tis  now  no  longer  Wurtkte  Surr ; 
With  half  our  ufual  fweat  and  pain. 
We  both  unravel  and  explain, 
'  Nor  call-in  foreign  aid  to  find, 

In  myftic  terms,  tbe  fair-one's  mind.  ' 

Maintain,  great  Sage,  thy  deatblefs  name. 
Thou  canft  no  wider  ftretch  thy  fame. 
Till,,  gliding  from  Ijer  native  Ikies, 
Virtue  once  more  delighted  flics  5 
By  each  adoring  Patrioi:  own'd. 
And  boafts  herfelf  i)y  rhee  enthron'd  I*' 
*   •See  it  wp.  371. 

In 
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In  this  proceeding  he  adted  worthy  of  himfelf ;: 
he  fpoke  in  parliament,  and  appeared  from  the 
prcfs,  with  a  warm  and  generous  freedom  :  he 
differed  from  thofe  in  authority,  without  libelling 
their  perfons;  no  fcandalous  parallels,  no  un- 
gentlemanlike  inveftives,  or  womaniih  railings, 
are  to  be  found  in  his  writings :  he  fpoke  to 
fafts,  and  things  of  public  concern ;  nor  in- 
vented, nor  revived  any  little  ftories  to  JbUcken 
the  reputatidn  of  others  :  ia  fliort,  he  was  $t  war 
with  no  man's  fortunes  or  places ;  and  he  gi^eaUy 
defpifed  all  lucrative  confiderations. 

Add  this  to  his  character,  he  had  an  enthuii* 
afm  of  honbur,  infomuch,  that  h^  was  always 
moft  ready  to  appear  for  the  truth  when  it  wa^ 
moil  difficult  and  dangerous :  he  thought  him- 
felf obliged  to  fland  in  the  breach  wh^n  no  (nan 
elfe  would;  and  his  intrepidity  was  a  public  ad« 
vantage. 

Witnefs  his  memorable  Addrcfe  to  die  Clergy 
in  defence  of  the  Revolution  * ;  I  mean  his 
*'  Crifis,"  for  which  he  was  immortalized  by  the 
refentment  of  hts  enemies,  and  by  the  noble 
ftand  he  made  againlt  them  in  his  brave  defence.: 
'For  this  he  was  expelled  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, whilft  he  triumphed' in  the  judgement  of 
his  country;  and  raifed  fuch  a  fpirit  in  the 
people  by  his  writings,  as  greatly  contributed  to 

*    Sec  p.  31^0. 

favc 
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favc  our  declining  liberties,   and  eftablifli  the 
precarious  fucceffion. 

Such  wap  his  condudt,  fuch  his  charader, 
which  was  invariably  honefl ;  be  flattered  not  his. 
friends  in  their  power,  nor  infulred  his  enemies 
in  their  diftrefs :  he  oppofed  any  meafures  which 
he  could  not. approve,  and  exa(ftly  adhered  to 
that  excellent  fentence,  fari  qua  fentiat. 

This,  indeed,  was  his  principle  ;  and  if  ever 
man  iilways  afted  inviolably  by  his  opinion,  or 
dared  to  prefefrve  his  integrity  upon  all  occa- 
fions.  Sir  Richard  Steele  was  the  perfon. 

And  here  we  leave  our  comnaon  friend,  here  wc 
drop  the  facred  pall  on  his  laft  remains.  It  is  not 
our  bufinefs  to  ihew  his, .  ioibles,  or  expofe  the 
biemiihes  of  an  excellent  man  to  whom  we  owe  fb 
much ;  thofe  who  loved  him  lefs  will  be  fond  of 
this  :  but  we  have  pronounced  his  elogium^  and. 

honoured  his  virtues.  Let  his  warm  heart  for  li- 
berty and  virtue,  his  great  benevolence,  that  ne- 
ver faw  diftrefs  without  compaflion,  or  fpared  to 
lend  his  hand  when  he  could  give  afMance — Let 
theic  engageJour  attention,  and  become  our  great 
example.  Vice  and  Folly  are  always  to  be  la- 
mented ;  we  heartily  vyilh  them  out  of  the  world, 
and  can  have  no  delight  to  lay  them  to  the 
charge  of  our  departed  friends,  whofe  adions 
fliould.only  furvive  them  whilft  they  may  influ- 
ence pofterity  in  the  purfuits  of  Virtue, 

THE        END. 
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